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ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
butler,    pennsylvania 
Second  Sunday   After  Christmas  January  2, 

The  Rev*   Ralph  C    Link,   Pastor 
Mrs.   Wallace   Fecer*,   Orsani st 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Brenda  Ma^surger,    Dan   Bqsko  -  Acolvteb 


ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -    II iOO  A.M. 
Prelude  "Poem"  Denton 

•Processional  Hymn  No,    63   "Our   God,    our  help    in  ages    past" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*£aHORTATI  ON 

•Confession   "Eternal   Father,      teach  us    in  the   days  qf 
this   year  to  discover   the   prectqusness   of  time,     keep 
us   from  squandering  our  hours    in  senseless   thought 
and   useless   activities.      help  us   through  good   s0ok3, 
clean  conversation,    and  creative  actl qn  to   60  number 
ouft  pav8   that  wc  mav   get   a  heart  of  wisdom,    and   a   life 

rtEVQTFO    TO     THV     RECONCILING    MINISTRY     IN     THE    woRUOJ 

through  Jesus   Christ.      Amen." 
•Kvrie  (Choir,    Congregation  and  Pastor) 

*Absur*nce   of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

*PpA ISE 

*Pastor  :       '0    La»p  open   our   lips. 

•People:      And  nuR  mouth   shall  show  forth     thy   praise 
^DqxoLogy        No.    551  £1GL£    Sff,-,-t      &&*    %r%& 

Scripture:  GalatIanS    5"  (    M% 


Requ 1  em     Observance  = 
Ralph  T.    Ki llean 
Nora   B.    Thompson 
"John  K.    W| lsqn 
Amelia   Dreher 


George   L,    Day  is 

Ruby   H.    Grqb "man 

Everett   H.   VcCandLess 

Mabel  Sanobach    (Past  member) 

Hymn  No,   4-16     "For  all  the  saints  who   from  their   labors   rest 
Call  to   Prayer 

Pastor:      The   Lord    be  with  you 

People!      And  with  thy   spirit 

Pastor  J      Let   us   pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offeri  ng 

Offertory  "'Litany"  Schubert 

A      mem;  "He"     -   Solo   by  Karen  Maloney 

] 


Sermon:  "THE   FRUITBOWL" 

Prayer  and  Loro's   Prayer 
*Hymn  of   Dedication   No*        35   "Lord*    dismiss  ub   with 

Thy   blessing" 
Benediction   and   Three   Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postlude:      "Praise   to    the   Lord,    Almighty"   Wilson 
---------  *congregat i  on    ota no  i ng  —  —  -  —  —  - 

The  Lovely   Flowers   on   the   Altar  have  been   placed   by 
Mr,    &  Mrs.    Rodney  ReNSel    in   loving  memory  of   the 
"Grandparents11 
Serving  as   Ushers   today   are:     *Allen  Botacchi ,    John 
Redman,    Dan   Boskq»    Rqpert   Kanuer,    Charles   Penar. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.   Richard  Mangel  will  se   at  the  nooR 

today* 
Nursery  will  be   provided  today   by    Sandy  Sheppeck 
and  Bonnie   Venbel, 
^^Hospitalized;      Richard  Crquse  -  Mercy  Hospital. 
Or.    Homer   Fi  lson  -  BCMht. 
The    Financial    secretary's  socks   are   closed  anything 

no*  *1ll  be   placed    in   1977  books. 
Please   only   use   new  envelopes   and   do   not   use   old  ones. 
The   numbers  change  from  year  to  year   and    it   can  get 
very   confusing, 
^r  Weo.    -   7;3Q  -   Cjkurch   CaMCJL   MEETING 
^^Thurs.    -    7 :  "0  -  Bible  Study    in  the  Undercroft 

The   Newsletter  will  be  published  on  Thursday  -   Please 

have  all  the  material   in  by  Wednesday. 
The  ARC  Class  '"ill  have  a   dinner  and  will  go  to  see 
the   Little   Theater  play   "AvantI"    (comedy)    -  Jan,    22. 
Dinner  will   se   at   6:0'"'  P.M.    at  the  Elks,      You    can 
come  to  one  or   both.      everyone  will  order   their  meau 
geperately,.     Reservations  will  have   to   be  made    by 
January  9th.      Please   call  after  6:00  P,M.    Jeannie 
McSride  -  283-89SG  or   Delqres   Botacchi    -  287-7294. 

We  WfLL  NEED  SOMEONE  FOR  FlQ^EHG  FOR  NEXT  WEEK  (9Th)„ 

also   the  23r[\    and  the  6th  or  February.      If   you  would 

POSSIBLY  WANT  ONE  OF  THESE  DATES  -  PLEASE  LEAVE  BEA 
Ta  I  T  KNOW  IN  THE  O^MCE. 

The   stair-glide,    new  Altar   cloth  and  Portable  floor 
model  sound   lectern  will  be  dedicated   next   sunday. 
■•^Jan   10  -  St.    Paul's   needs   people  to  go   to    Sunnyview 
at   1  :oft  -  Please   come  along   anp  help  sing  and   etc. 
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ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH   OF   CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
First   Sunday  After  Epiphany  January  9,    (977 

The  Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Kay  Morris,   Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,   Choir   Director 
Brenoa  Mahpuhger,    Dan  BoSKo   -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF   'TJRSHIP  -   II  :  00  A.M. 
Prelude  "Prayer    in  G   flat  major"  Dubois 

♦Processional  Hymn  No.   !+2U   "Another   year   is   dawning."' 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*exhortat i  on 

♦Confession  "0  Goo,  you  gme  ua  a  Light  for  our  liveb, 
but  too  often  »'£  still  are  groping  in  the  bark.  our 
loves  should  se  a  reflection  of  that  llsht,  but 
instead  we  ape  cabting  shadows  of  doubt.  keep  us  from 
those  things  which  tend  to  shake  our  faith.  help  us 
to  shine  forth  wherever  we  are  to  a  world  that  badly 
needs   The  Light.      Take  from  ub   all  of  our  bin,   cleanse 

US,     AND    MAKE    US    WHOLE,     THROUGH    CHRIST    OUR     LoRD.        Amen, " 

•Kyhie    (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
♦Assurance  Of   Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Praise 

♦Pastor!   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

♦People!  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
♦Doxtlogy   Mo.  55' 

Scripture:     Genesis  17:  1-8,  15-22,  IS:  1-15 
Hymn  No.  ^26   "For  Thy  mercy  and  Thy  grace" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:  Let  ub  pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
jeering 

Offertory    "Elevation  in  D" 
Dedication  of  Chajr  Glide,  Altar  Cloth  (White)  and 
Portable  Lecturn  -{All  Memorials) 
Solo:  "He  Touched  Me™  Gaither  -  sung  by 

Dick  Barton,  tenor 
Sermon:     "DIVINELY  INSPIRED  LAUGHTER" 

AYER    AND    Loho's    PflAVER 


♦Hymn  No.  382  "0  Master  of  the  waki ng  world" 

Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postluoe:  "If  thou  but  Suffer  God  to  Guide  Thee" 
--------  ♦Congregation  Standing  -—  —  --  —  •• 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leroy  Andrews  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  ♦Wally  Feoer,  John  Snow, 

Mont  MacKinney,  Hers  Shearer  and  Steve  Vapgo. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harry  Davis  will  be  the  Greeters  at  the 

door  today. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Betty  and  Linda 

Pfare  and  Pauline  FencIl, 
Hospitalized:  Richard  Chouse  -  Mercy  Hospital, 

Cr.  Homer  Fileon 
The  attendance  last  Sunoay  was  IBI. 
^pTonight  -  7:00  -  Youth  Meeting 
^■•Tonight  -  7:00  -  Building  and  Planning  Meeting 
^^Tomorro"'  -  1:15  -  Our  Church  will  have  Services  at 

SUNNYVIEW    -     If     YOU     CAN    POSSIBLY     COME     AND     HELP    SING- 
PLEASE    DO    SO.      *      f&CB       If**' 

■»Fri.   _  7;0fl  -  The  Youth  Group  will  go  sled  riding   at 
Community  College 
Deadline   is   today  to  sign  up  to  go  with  arc  Class  to 
Dinner   at  6:00  at  the  Elks   and  to  the  Little  Theatre 

PLAY    "AVANTl"     (COMEDY)     ON    JAN.     22.         YoU    CAN    TO     GO 

to   either  or  both.      Please   let   Jeannie  McBride  know 

OR    CALL    2S3-E9BO    OR    DeLORES    BoTACCHI     2S7-7291*    TODAY. 

Senior  Choir  would   like   to  recruit  some   new  members   - 

Anyone  from  Senior  High  age  and  up.      Let  Ralph   Cooper 

or  Cyndie   Sybert  know  of  any    interest  you  may   have! 
The   Congregation  Dinner   and  Meeting   Is  set  for  Jan. 

30th.      The  Yearbooks  v-i  ll  he  given  out   at   this  time. 
The    Stair    Glide    is    a    mevhpIaL    !  N    Wt*lp*Y    OF    PAHCLA 

Pflugh   by  her   "Parents"   -  Mr.   4  Wrs .   George   Pflugh. 
The  new  White  Altar  Cloth   is  a  memorial   in  memory  of 

Mr.  "George  L,    Davis  by  Mr.   4  Mfe  .   Harry  Davis   and  Sons. 
The  new  portable  Lecturm  was  given   in  memory  of 

Mr.   Carl  W.    Hollefreund,rbv  Mr.   8.  Mrs.   Walter 

hollefreund. 
^■•Butler   Fellowship  of  Churches  Meetins  -  Jan.    13 

(Thurs.)   -  7:30  -  at  North  St.    Christian  Church. 
Thurs.   -  6:30  -  St.    Paul's  UCC  vs.   Meridiah#2  -Basket- 
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ST.    PMJUS   UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,   Pennsylvania 
Second   Sunday   After  Epiphany  January    f6t    1977 

The   Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 

Mrs.    Kay  MoRRts,    Organist   and    Interim  Choir   Dir. 
Robin  Knauer,    Jeff  Campbell,    -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -    1 1 :00  A.M. 

Prelude      "How  Brightly   Shines   the  Morning   Star"   Karg-Elert 
•Processional  Hymn  No.    I        "Holy,    Holy,    HoltI* 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 
•Confession       "Lord   Goo,   Our   Father,    in   your  Light  do 

we  have  light,   and   in  your  love  do  we  t 1 nd  lqve. 

Show  us  the   path  anew,    and   lead   our  wayward   feet 

thereon.     glwe  to  ub   purer  hearts,    and   cleaner   lives, 

AND     LET    US     LIVE    A3    YOUR    So  N    TAUGHT    U&     TO     LIVE.         Fott 

we  pray  in  His  name.   Amen.1' 
•Kyrie      (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

*People!  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 

*Do#0LOGY  Nq«     55' 

Scripture;        Luke    10:   25^37 

Hymn  No,    2^6   "Lord,    speak  to   me,    that    t    may   speak1* 
•Statement  of   Faith        (Front  of   the  Hymnal) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Player 

Pastor:      The   Lord  be  with  you. 
People:      And  vIth  thv   spirit. 
Pastor  "      Let   us    Pray* 
Prayer  and  Prayer   Response 
Offer] ng 

Offertory        ^Andante"  F.    Von   Spee 

r    Acolytes  Presentation 

_^ZZ    Ricky  Vinroe,,   Randy   Dellen   and   Danny   Bosko    t 
Solo  5      "If  we   all  baid   a  "Prayer1*      Largo        -  Sung   by 

CvNDfE  SY9ERT,  BOPRANO 

Sermon  1  "THEOLOGICALLY   SPEAKING " 

Prayer   and   Lord's   Prayer 
*      ah  No.    3 18        ^Nearer,    my  Goo,    To  Thee" 


Benediction  and   Three   Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postluoe:  "Air"  Boubbgt 

--------     •cowshegation   standing  ------ 

The   Lovely   Flowers   on  the   Altar   have  been  placed    by 
Mr,   &  Mrs,    George  MacKinney    in   lowing  memory   of 

"GRANDDAUGHTER11     KhIStINE     ACAMI. 

Serving   as  Ushers   today  are   *RoseiE  Vinroe,    Sob   Dellen^ 

Brian  Pfare   Steve   Smith   and   Chris   Pfare. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.    John   Redman  will   be   at  the  ooor 

TOHAY  TO  GREET  THF  CnNCREGAT ion, 

Nursery  will  se  provided  today  by  Brad  and  Judy  Vinroe 

and  lvnne  &osko. 
Hospitalized:  Herb  Shearer,  Clarence  Wolfe,  Gertrude 

OaV)S,  Or.  Filson,  Rebecca  Shearer  -  BCMH. 

Richard  Crouse  -Mercy  Hospital,  -^  *-*£**  ~*#****ft&je 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  200,       WJ'-J. 
^Anyone  interested  in  becoming  an  Acolyte  -  now  \&   the 

time  to  sjsn  up  or  let  Mrs,  Killean  know  before  the 

new  lfst  is  made  up.   (vou  have  to  be  10  years  of 

AGE  OR  UP) 

55*-Today  -  2;00  -  Important  meeting  to  set  up  the  year 
book.   If  you  are  an  Elder,  Officer,  Pres.  of  an 
Organization  (or  representative  of  an  organization) 
You  are  expected  to  be  at  the  meeting  today  at  2l00. 

flfE    NEED    VOU    TO    HELP. 

Thurs.   -   I0;30  A.M.   -  Mary  Martha  Circle  will  meet  at 

HOME     OF     DRU     ReNSEL     TO     OBSERVE    THEIR    ANNIVERSARY    WITH 

A     TUREEN     LUNCHEON.        MeaT     ANtf     BEVERAGE    WILL    BE    /£^1%   JT&   *V 

FURNIBHED,  A  __  / 

>8*T.    -  Djsc.pling  Sem.naa '/<""**>  /*    *-*WJ 

Sat.    -  6:00  -  ARC  -  Dinner   at  The   Elkb   and   Little 
Theater. 

Senior  Choir  would   like  to   recruit    some    new  members  - 
Anyone  from  Senior  High  age  and   up.      Let  Ralph 
Cooper  or  Cyndie   3vrept   know  of    any    jntere&t   you  may 
haveJ 
^^  Congregation  Dinner  coming   up  Jan*    3^  ~  Reserve   the 
date.      Yearbooks:  will  be   passed   out   at  thjb   time. 
^^Please   read   your  statements   carefully   and  let  Bea 
Tajt  know  of  any   discrepancy  on  them.      The  Year- 
books   WILL    BE    MADE    UP     THIS    WEEK    AND    NOW    ]G    THE    TIME 
TO    CHECK    AMD    SEE     (F     YOUR    STATEMENT     CORRESPONDS    WITH 
WHAT    YOU    GAVE* 


TRINITY  CHASGS—EfflB  UiilTSD  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 

Edph  C.    Link,   Pnator 

Christ  Church,   Duncain  m  9:00  A.M. 

Trinity  church,   Hew  KLooEfioId         10:30  A.M. 


THE  ORDER  07  WORSHIP 


August   29,   1971 


The  Organ  prelude 

•The  Hyim   "f  Prrioc  3 

•  flic  C~ll  to  Worship 

*Thc  Prayer  of  Confession     (unison) 

0  Lore1-,    we   roco-gniEa  that   WO   hfWO  boon 
created  by  thoo,  but  wo  hr.ro  fallen  -w.-y  fron 
tha    ;ood  intent  of  t'.iy  creation.     Restore  -  ■j-in 

■■"c  within  us  thr.t  wo  ncy  know  war.t  it 
acme  to  be  thy  children.     Wo  oonfesa  the*  wo 
hOTO  not  boon  obedient  dieciploe,     Cm«  us  to 
hoar  Resin  thy  call  cad  follow  thoo.     vfe 

i.     t  wo  hevo  loved  ourselves  too 
Ditch   ncl   our  brother  too  little.     Help  us  to 
hoar  and  live  thy  cotmondacnt  that  wo  should 
love  thoc   with  heart,  nind,    end  soul,    raid  our 
noi   hbor  as  ourselves.      Forgive  us,   0  lord, 
raid  hulp  us  to  find    our  pence  in  thooj    through 
Christ   cur  Lord.      Apon. 
*<Sx>  Kyrio 

*flM    /.asurmco   of  Pardon 

Tha   Scripture Job   36:17-33 

*T!ic  Glorir.  Pr.tri 

Postorrl  Prryer 

,'jHioun  c  on  cnts 

Iha   li-C'-ivin/j  of  Tithes  "nd  offorinrs 

•T!ic  Boxcl 

*Tho  Offering  Jrajrcr   r-nd  Lord's  Prpyor 

The  Hynn  cf  Meditation  256 

Iho  Somon "Spud  logically  Jot " 

]ho   Soman  Prayor 

*Tlio  Hyr.n   of  Hcsponsi,  318 

♦ffilO  B'-llcdiotion 

*Iho   Threefold  fcicn 

*Thc  Poetli 

.,;~ti  on  Stands 


CHRIST  CHURCH   SHSOUECBtSRBS 
The   Chicken  B'b-B-Quc,   will  wo  hold  this   after- 
noon at   4:00  P.M.    at  Hcpfcr's  lot.     Hope  to 
aco.  you  all  there  0fi/M.       C/fo/sW 

/Hi     't    Amj        riff**1 


. . ,  :  •  e  , 

■    "■  »f  Scrip,  :, 

3d 
1  ;  all,  '  3  "  .ce 

-    •>  - 

?  it  ,  2    J    CI 

'■->'■     J  i    "  ""  ie,anxj 

j  Lme, 

jump  in  , 

=m      r  ■,>'  Ln,sorro,pat 

ne-.  , 

>  c: 

it 

•>  ;s,no 

i  ^  •> 

i 

■  ' 

,  Lndiv, 

c<  Lc  J 

^  Lev  i  ■    ,' '  ■'.  ,  up 

j  ? 

i 

,        -  '  " 

iwr  v  ,hurt,bl 

,  Ld         •         "  us   e 

us 

Him, 

taut  f  ,  "» 

'c  , 

i 

... 

-      ,  livs, 

, hands, eyes,:  j 


all 

ire  for  ritan, 

ill.      It  as 

■    . 

sold  a  ies. 

,  the  me  idle  i  and 
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Finally  Tie  can  contain  himself  no  longer  and  he  Jumps  in.   lie  tells  Job  that  he 
in  *ears,  while  Job  is  aged,  and  therefore  he  was  timid  an     ■  id 
to  speak.   But  as  a  sort  of  rebuke  to  the  -  Ider  men  he        that  it  is  not  alw 
e  old  that  are  wise,  t  under  ■  .   a  lets 
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.   il      be- 
j   in  verse   1    and  ,  bext).     He  is  i 

,   "Theologic  '  ,  hear  rds. 

:'  ■  bo  me  now,  11." 

i  -   - 

cent,    v.  nd 

,  -'5. 

wsk  '  '  ,  »   or  illness, 

orkc"  , 

j  •  ■  "rom 

-  '  Elihu  to 

■ ,  -33. 

all  of  ,        Loself  never       Ln  or 

i-on  in  life.  But  he 


_■'' 

'  kmm  an 

ihment  .      'ver  - 

"'  paid  back 

fc.  It  never  occur  '  -i 

ren,  encounter        , 

h  pain , 

character, 

for 

to  be  asked,  -  -        Ls  no 

■ '     wnii         , 
.  ver 

'  id  to  any  other  vi        but  his  <  wn«   For  all  of         3    'or  - 

1  i 

Lvine  r  e t r ibut ion , 
•  once  '  b  as  being  a  sick  lone         , 

e  neve  thy  or  ec  - 

■       •  '  ■;■  :vite  an  '■-'.      ". 

in  their  '  » 

Lng,  '  • 

Lcally,  Lgiously, 

- 

in  our  own  religious  jargon  1        ,  '   > 

-,':  and  a': 
eacl    'ticular  ca  I  . 
(L./     Lon  of  orpl  ve.) 

■  -  -    Ltl    ,  '' 

Job"  :-: 


-  - 

Theology.  who  have  a 

,      taisfy  ;arving. 

j  person  in  His  time  ' 

'  .  •  While  all 

>  '"'     le,  the      ti     ,  , 

to  them,  '  •       i» 

■itan. 
,  and 
ht,   and  as  His  f 

■Id.     We  i  ilothing, 

':ave  need.     Ttsx.  '" 

.     Instead,   the;      Leed  to 

,        s  love  ■  > 

Ln  all  of  this,  ,   I  repr;  rist,   : 
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ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED  CHURCH   OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvani a 
Third   Sunhay   After   Epiphany  January   ?3,     1977 

The   Rev,   Ralph   C    Ljnk,    Pastor 
mrs.   kav  mo«ris,   organist  a«0    interim  choir  dl  r. 
Robin  Knauer,    Jeff   Campbell  -  Acqlvteo 

ORDER  OF    'ORSHIP   -    I  I  :0O  A.M. 

"BrrnRE!  THE  SERVICE  TALK  TO  GaD*  DURING  THE  SERVICE 

let  goo  talk  to  yc-u.   aftfr  the  service,  talk  tq 
ywh  neighbor." 

Prelude  "Andante"  Hugh  McAmis 

*pROCESStGNAL    HVWIPJ     No  .     2j5     "OPEN     NO*'     THY    GATES    OF     BEAUTY1' 

*Ascr(ptiqn  -  Choral  Amen 
* Exhortation 

*CotW*S9K3N    Tl0    GOO,     VOU    GAVE     US     A     LlEHT     FOR    OUR     LIVES, 
BUT     TOO     OFTEN    WE     STtLL    ARE     GROPING     (N    THE    DARK.        CUR 
L«VES     BHOULC     BE     A     REFLECTION    OF     THAT    L|GHT,     BUT     INSTEAD 
WE     ARE     CASTING    SHADOW'S     OF     DOUBT.        KEEP    US     FROM     THOSE 
THINGS     WHICH     TEND     TO    SHAKE    OUR    FAITH.        HELP     US     TO     SHINE 
FORTH    WHEREVER    WE    ARE     TO     A    WORLD     THAT     RADLV     NEE03     The 

Light.  Take  fsdm  us  all  of  our  bin,  cleanse  us,,  and 

MAKE  US  WHOLE,  THROUGH  CHRIST  OUR  LqRD.    AMEN. " 

*Kvrie       (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  —  Choral  Amen 
*Prai be 

•Pastor:  '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

"People?  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  pra?se 
•Doxqlqgy   Nq  .  5^' 
Scrifture:   Luke  II:  l-l^ 

Hymn  No*  23?    IMWio  all  the  traffic  of  the  ways 
♦Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apdbtlee1  Creed) 
•Gloria  Path  I 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  vou. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offfrtory      "Ari a"  Peeters 

I  N_  .  ALLAT  I  nN  OF  TEACHERS  AND  OFFICERS  OF  ChURCH  SCHOOL 


Anthem     "Thou   Wilt  Keep   Him    in  Perfect   Feace"  Williams 
Sermon:    "THE  THIGHBONE    IS  CONNECTED   TO   THE   PRAVERBONE" 
Prayer   and   Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  Nq.    4-75  "Sweet  hour   of   prayer" 

Beneoictmn   and   Three   Folo  Amen 

Organ  Postlude:  "Rigauoon"  Campra 

--------   *Congregati on   Standing   ------- 

The   Lovely    Flowers   on  the   Altar   have   been    placed   by 
Mr.    &  Mrs.   Clyde  Wachsmuth    in  memory  of   "Loveo  Ones" 
•Richard  Mangel,    Don  Kingsley,    John   Dreher,    Gary 
Penar. 
Elder   Paul  Campbell  will   se   at   the   door  today 

greeting  the  congregation. 
Nursery  will  fe   provided  today   by    Mrs.    Virginia 
Mangel     Jane  Andrews   and   Barb   Andrews.  ftc/Stf^-a     C*tf  JJ^~ 
J^Hosp  i  tal  r  zed  ;      Herb   Shearer,    Clarence  WqLte,  MnNp^fifiC^Lf 
ff^$t  Gertrude   Davjs   -  BCNH;    Dr.    Filson  -  VA  Hospital,  fify^ 
Tonight  -  7:C,Q  -  Youth  Meeting  ^'^  *f *. 

'■Yen.    -   The   Golden   Circle  has    been  cancelleci   during 


THE     BAD    WHETHER. 


"**/ 


^^  The   Congregation   Dinner   ano  Meeting  will  se  held 
next   Sunday   evening    at  5:3°  P-M-      Plan  now  to   be 
here*       It   will   be    Tureen  style.      The  Year   books 
will  se   rfapy  at  this  time, 
Mr.    Clarence   Wolfe  would    like   to   thank   everyone  for 
their   carcs    and   prayers  while  he   has   been   confined 
in  the   hospital. 
P^Basketball  -  Monday  -  Jr.   Division  -  B:30  -     St. 

Mary's    vs.    St,    Paul's  UCC. 
.,^Basketball  -  Thurg,   -  Senior  Division  -  7;3°  ~ 
St.    Paul's   UCC   V8.    Salvation  Army. 
The   Sweetheart   Pinner   and   Dance  will  be  held   at 
The   Tanglewood   on  fee,    18    (Frioav   Night)    -  Please 

SAVE    THIS     DATE. 

J^  Senior  Choir  would-  like  to  recruit  some  ne*  members 

Anyhne  interested  from  Senior  High  age  and  up, 

Let  Ralph  Coqpfr  or  Cyndie  SyRERf  kno*"  of  vcur  interest 
^^  Anyone  interested  in  becoming,  an  Acolyte  -  Let  l«s . 

Alma  Killean  KNOW  MOW. 

^►We  need  workers  to  help  arrange  flowers  -  the  more 

we  have  the  better.. 

^  We  are.  also  in  need  of  UnderShepherds  -  let  the  Pastor 

^  OR    Bea    KNOW     IF     YOU     ARE      INTERESTED     -    TWICE     A    *FAH. 


) 

■  n   CHARGE— -THS  UaiTi-D  CHURCH  OF  CHBIST 
3;lph  C.  Link,  P..stor 
CliriL-t  Church,  3u:icarmon  9:00  A.M. 

Trinity  Church,  Hew  Bloonfield   10:  JO 


HUES  of  wo 


April  23,  1972 


The  Or"3;an  Prelude 

♦The  Hynn  of  Praise  23 

•The  Call  to  Wor 

*The  Pr  ,;rer  of  Confession  (Unison) 

Our  heavenly  Father,  who  by  thy  love  hast 
ii-.de  us,  .aid  through  thy  love  hist  kept  us, 
and  in  thy  love  wouldat  make  us  perfect,  we 
confess  that  wa  have  not  loved  I 

11  our  heart  end  soul  and  mind  and 
str   ;th,  ind  that  we  have  not  loved  ono 

r  as  Christ  hath  loved  us.   Thy  life 
is  within  us,  but  our  selfishness  hath  Mn- 

thaQ.   We  have  resisted  thy  Spirit  and 
jone  our  own  w;  ys.   Forgive  what  we  have 
been;  help  us  to  amend  what  we  :irc ;  and  in 
t1  j   Spirit  direct  whet  we  shall  be;  that 
thy  image  acy  cone  into  full  glory  in  us 
.1.11  men,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.   Amen. 
•The  Kyrie 
"Tli  .  assurance  of  Pardon 

The  Scripture Matthew  6:5-8  Luke  18:1-8 

♦The  Gloria  Patri 

B  ■  Anthem  (Trinity) 

Th..  Pastoral  Pr  . 

The  Announcenents 

The  Receiving  of  Tithes  .and  Offerings 

•The  Doxology 

•The  Offering  Prayer  and  Lord '  s  Prayer 

ac option  of  a  Few  Member 
The  Hymn  of  Meditation  475 

The  Sermon "Pray  -  And  Sprain  A  Leg! " 

The  Sermon  Prayer 


*Tha  Hyim  of  Response 

•The  Benediction 

•The  Threefold  Anen 

•The  Postlude 


•Congregation  Stands 


272 


GEHSHAI  ANNOUNCE!  EHT  3 

Next  8i       ril  30th  we  will  observe 
'.     Sunday  in  both  churches. 

The  Mercersburn;  Association  will  hold  its 
Spring  meeting  at  St,  Johns  United  Clmrch 

of  Christ  in  Chamber sburg  on  April  30th 
from  2:30  Pfi  to  6:00  PH. 

The  worship  service  will  change,  starting 

7th.   Trinity  will  worship  at  9:00  AM 
and  Christ  Church  at  10:30  AM. 


CHRIST  CHURCH  AHKOUKCEHKHTS 

We  welcome  as  a  new  member  this  rooming 
Mr,  Richard  robyns. 


"}  M 


Ulf 


"The  Thighbone  is  uonnected  to  The  rrayerDone" 
Texts:  Lk  18:7,  Gen  52:26b 
I  WIT,_NOT  LET  THEE  GO .EXCEPT  THOU  BLESS  ME, 

ft  fik.,,  WOT  G  AVENG  HIS  OWN  ELECB*  WHICH  CRY  DAY  &  KITE 
UN 2  HIM,THQ  HE  BEAR  LONG  WITH  THEM? ' 


Ol"1   Spiritual  Dry  Bones ,base   37  chap  Ezek, 
foo^o  conn  anklb,ankl  con  shinj?,shinb  con  kneeb,kneeb 
con  thighb,thighb  con  hipb  etc. 
KXE±X5diSMgxJihigkbxKHHx2xkUR>^K3tyffiKfeoiaei 
(Exegete  Scrip  Lk:tel  wat  bout,vs  7»&  1st  vs  clue) 
Good  examp  typ  pray  32  chap  Gen,&  if  on  sched  recog 
shud  read  yesterday, 
Jacob  pray  &  throw  thigh  out   joint  &  so  wud  change 
Dry  Bones   2, The  Thibone  Connect   2  the  Prayerbone" 

Jacob:    fled  Esau, go  liv  Laban,Bcum  wealthy, prosperous 
abl  2  lv  Lab  2   go  hom,XEH2txfcfexx  angel   go  with 

vs  1 
EXEGETE  Scripture: 

Persistent  pray  need  by  folio  Js  Xp=Text  Gen  32:26b 

&  Text  Lk  18:7 
(pitifl  Dftar  Abby  &  woman  no  "pii  <w  ft  Tteiigj  g>-hhg  0n 
birthdays  &  anniversaries) 
Js  no  speak  this  in  para, nor  examp  Jacob  wrestl  G 
in  prayer 
This  shallo  wi  -ay-washy  Xpianty  practic  2day  many 
everything  grt=UR  grt  G, wonderful 
"2   n       wrong=Wat  kind  G  U?  How  can  do  2  me? 

"   I  do  deserv  this? 
G  no  operate  this  way 
Lr-d  ansers  prayers,  but  first: Must  know  Lord  T^" 
k-^ison  peop  hav  litl  spirit  success  lif ■litl. spirit 
in  livs  """*" 

U-  cannot  expect  help  wen  no  kno  how  get  it 
(Illus  friend  visit  &  U  ignor  completely) 
this  same  W1ETL  <9 
How  do  U  treat  Heaven  Fr  aEx  Lord  Js? 

^  talk  2  Him  prayer  during  day? 
JL,  — "  enjoy  fellosa  &  thank  4-  good  happs  of  lif? 
fi  --'  concern  wat  He  think  UR  activities? 
tipr\     y  tak  Him  everwher  U  go? 
fin   TT  introduc  2  UR  f rends  &  aquaints? 
— .   "  ignor  Him  except  wen  need  help? 
How  anser  determ  joy/sorro  lif ; if  U  cum  Him  &  talk 
lik  J    ied  tru  frend  Shud  B  UR  lif , He  hear  &  anser  pra; 
Jac  ^restl  G  &  pray  hard  sprain  leg,&  lesion  4  ea  u 
Shud  emulat  Jac.   How  many  peop  C  limp  from  Gh  latal 
Need  kno  T TITLE  t  ft  Lk  TEXT : Need  B  peop  prayer  1 
we  resolv"  B  this 


Texts:  Gen  52:26b  &  Lk  18:7, 

"And  he   said,    I  wi.ll  ft£gfcB$ne"hSi   ggtolcWTo^Q-e^Mf er^Sne" 

Sjac^x^ii^fex^xasisxxjatfj&xiiaxsartcaxxxixw^ 

SBXXXX 

I-'-e  18:7, "And  shall  not  God  avenge  His  own  elect,  which  cry  day  and  night  unto 
S._ipture:  §mnxkxx$Stx.   Luke  18:1-14-/Him,  though  He  bear  long  with  them? 

There  is  an  old  Stpixxx  Spiritual  that  I  am  sure  most  of  us  have  heard  or  know, 

called,  "Dry  Bones."  It  is  based  on  the  xe^iffXBXgxxxmg  37th  chapter  of  the 

prophecy  of  Ezekiel.  It  tells  of  each  bone  being  connected  to  another  bone, 

and  it  goes  .omething  like  this:  The  foot  bone's  connected  to  the  ankle  bone; 

the  ankle  bone's  connected  to  the  shin  bone;  the  shin  bone's  connected  to  the 

knee  bone;  the  knee  bone's  connected  to  the  thighbone;  the  thighbone's  connected 

to  the  hipbone  ect. 

in  our  Scripture  about  prayer. 

Well  Jesus. was  telling  His  disciples  and  others  KXpmHts     A  portion  of  His 

message  was  in  parable  form.  He  told  of  a  judge  who  was  constantly  being  bother- 
ed by  a  woman  who  requested  that  the  judge  deliver  her  of  an  adversary  of  hers. _ 
Jesus  told  how  the  judge  who  feared  neither  God  nor  man,  gave  in  to  her  demands 
b^ause  -he  bothered  him  so  much.  Then  Jesus  a  k  the  question,  (Read  text  from 
Luke).  The  1st  verse  of  this  18th  chapter  gives  the  clue  Jesus  is  trying  to 
set  forth,  (read  verse  1).  Men  should  always  pray  and  come  before  God  constantly 
There  is  a  good  example  of  this  type  of  praying  to  be  found  in  the  32nd  chapter 
of  the  book  of  Genesis.  And  once  again  if  you  are  still  on  schedule  with  your 
Bible  readings,  you  will  recognize  that  this  is  a  chapter  you  should  have  read 
yesterday.  Jacob  was  a  man  who  prayed  so  hard  he  had  hi  thigh  thrown  out  of 
joint,  and  so  I  would  change  the  -ong  about  #Dry  Bone^,"  to  read,  "The  Thighbone 
Is  Connected  To  Bhe  Prayerbone." 
Jacob  had  fled  from  his  brother  Esau  because  he  feared  for  his  life.  He  had 

gone  to  live  with  hi  uncle  Laban  and  while  there  had  become  extremely  wealthy 

ICacob     Laban  ■ 
and  prosperous.  After  several  epi  odes  between  ksfeaat  and  abDKBh,  Jacob  is  able 

to  leave  Laban  and  head  b^ck  toward  home.  Jacob  sends  me  senger-  on  ahead  to 

9    \tact  Esau  and  to  inform  him  that  Jacob  would  like  to  ee  him  again.  But  the 

messenger  return  and  inform  Jacob  that  Esau  is  coming  to  meet  them,  and  he  ha- 

400  men  with  him.  This,  frightens  Jacob  and  he  becomes  convinced  that  E  -au  i 

coming  to  kill  him.  So  he  divide  the  people,  the  flocks,  and  the  cattle  into 
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vs#  26.  The  other  man  a  iked  Jacob  hi-  name,  which  wa  really  not  necessary, 

fo->»  he  knew  Jacob's  name,  and  he  replied,  "Jabob,"  vs  2$   27.  Jacob  is  told 

that  his  name  xxxta  no  longer  will  be  Jacob,  but  will  be  Israel  instead*  TS  28. 

At  this  point  the  significance  of  the  meaning  of  the  name  in  the  life  of  a  Jew 

"May 
howd  forth  again.  Jacob,  wa a  from  the  Hebrew  YA  -  AQOB  ■  which  meant,  "Yahweh, 

(or  God),  protect."  And  we  can  see  from  the  life  of  Jacob  that  he  has  indeed  had 
the  benefit  of  the  protection  of  Almighty  God.  He  could  very  easily  have  been 
killed  for  some  of  the  things  he  had  done.  And  now  he  undergoes  a  name  change 
which  is  also   ignif icant ,  for  the  name  Irael  meant  ■  "He  who  strive-  with  Bod," 
or,  "God  strives •" 

Jacob  is  alarmed  at  this,  for  he  knew  that  no  ordinary  mortal  had  the  ability  or 
authority  to  be  giving  out  name  pertaining  to  dealings  with  God,  or  Yahweh,  and 
so  he  trives  once  again  to  a  certain  the  identity  of  the  man,  v  29a.  The  only 
answer  he  gets  is,  "Why  do  you  want  to  know  my  name?",  and  he  blesses  him  there, 
a-  1  disappears,  vs  29b,ff. 

Jacob  is  then  made  aware  of  the  alarming  fact  that  he  has  been  wrestling  with 
God,  and  he  names  this  place,  "Pen  I  El"  which  means  face  of  God,  and  he  goes 
from  there  to  be  with  his  family  limping  from  his  encounter  with  God,  vss  30-31. 
We  then  have  an  explanation  as  to  why  the  Jew  do  not  eat  the  inew  of  the  hip 
a   et  forth  in  Jewish  tradition.  The  real  ignif icance  of  all  of  this  wa  that 
Jacob,  or  Israel,  came  to  the  realization  that  he  was  not  wrestling  with  a  man, 
but  instead  with  God.  But  he  not  only  was  wrestling  with  him,  but  he  was  al  o 
praying,  and  he  continued  to  pray,  and  wouldnot  let  God  go,  until  he  had  been 
ble  ed.  This  showeda  a  per  i  tence  in  Jacob  that  won  favor  with  God,  and  be- 
cause of  it,  he  wa  rewarded  with  a  change  of  name  to  how  evidence  of  his  trug- 
gle  with  God.  He  cried  out  to  his  unknown  opponent  at  the  time,  vs  26b,  "I  will 
not  let  thee  go  except  thou  bless  me."  This  is  the  type  of  persistence  that 

^K5cwii±mo:ksptxEBiffirasxtKxtkHx^K±gKxa^x!tKias:ii*±jigxjjHxtiKsqf  is  needed  by  anyone 

who  truly  wants  to  be  a  follower  of  Jesu  Christ.  It  is  constant  and  per "intent 
prayer,  which  God  will  an  wer,  "Shall  not  God  avenge  His  own  elect,  which  cry 


day  and  night  unto  Him,  though  He  hear  long  with  them?" 

( illustration  of  Dear  Abby  and  woman  not  believing  in  God  because  of  deaths  in 
iT   family  on  birthday;  or  anniversaries). 

This  is  definitely  not  what  Jesus  war  peaking  about  in  the  parable,  nor  is  it 
another  example  of  a  Jacob  wrestling  with  God  in  prayer.  This  is  the  type  of 
shallow,  wi  hy-wa;hy  Christianity  practiced  by  many  today.  As  long  as  every- 
thing is  going  great,  "You're  wonderful  God."  But  let  omething  go  wrong  and 
ke  a  pin  punctures  our  little  baloon  we  urround  ourselves  with  and  its,  "What 
kind  of  a  God  are  you  anyhow?  How  can  you  do  this  to  me?  You  must  be  punishing 
me  for  something  I  did?"  We  need  to  know  and  believe  that  God  does  not  operate 
this  way. 

We  need  to  know  that  the  Lord  anF-:wer-  our  prayer?.,  but  the  first  and  f oremo  t 
thing  in  our  lives  should  be  that  we  know  the  Lord.   The  rea  ;on  why  many  peo- 
ple have  little  piritual  ;ucces  in  their  live;  is  imply  because  they  have 
little  that  is  spiritual  in  their  live  :.  You  cannot  expect  help  when  you  do 
n»c  know  how  to  go  about  getting  it. 

(Illustration  of  friend  visiting  you  and  then  you  ignore  him  completely) 
This  is  the  ;ame  thing  with  God.  How  do  you  treat  your  Heavenly  KxtfeKit  friend 
the  Lord  Jesus?   Do  you  talk  to  Him  in  prayer  during  the  day?  Bo  you  enjoy 
fellow  hip  with  Him  and  ;ay  thank  you  when  something  good  happens  in  your  life? 
Are  you  concerned  what  He  think  about  your  activities?  Can  you  take  Him  every-* 
where  you  go?  Do  you  introduce  Him  to  your  friend-  and  aquaintances,  or  do  you 
hide  Him  for  Sunday  morning?  ^o  you  ignore  Him  or  do  you  give  Him  your  interest 
and  concern?  How  we  an  wer  these  questions  can  determine  very  greatly  how  much 
joy  or  sorrow  is  evident  in  our  live.-;.  If  you  come  to  Him  and  talk  to  Him  like 
the  tried  and  true  friend  He  hould  be  in  your  life,  then  He  will  hear  your 
prayers  and  will  answer  them. 

Jacob  wrestled  with  God,  and  he  prayed  o  hard  that  he  prained  his  leg=  There 
i-  a  les  :on  here  for  each  of  u  i ,  and  the  le  son  is  that  we  are  to  emulate  Jacob, 
How  many  people  have  you  -een  limping  from  Church  lately?  We  need  to  know  that, 
"The  Thighbone  la  Connected  to  The  Prayerbone,"  and  "r'>HALL  NOT  GOD  AVENGE  HIS 
OWN  ELECT,  WHICH  CRY  MY  AND  NIGHT  UNTO  HIM,  THOUGH  HE  BEAR  LONG  WITH  THEM?" 
We  need  to  be  people  of  prayer,  and  God  grant  us  this  resolve  -hodav- 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH   OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Fourth   Sunday   After   Epiphany  January   30,     1 977 

The  Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Kay  Morris,    Organist 
Mrs,    Cynoie   Svbert,    Youth   Choir   Director 
Mark   Fry,    Terry  McCltmans  -   Acolytes 

ORDER  GF  WORSHIP   -    I  I  :00  A.M. 
"The  service  of  worship   begins  with  the  music  of 
the  organ.      Through   its   power  ano  brilliance,    may 
you  feel   the  majesty   ano   the  glory  of  God;    in    its 
quietness,   his  peace," 
Prelude  "We   Pray   to   the  Holy   Ghost"  Buxtehuoe 

"Processional  Hymn  No.    21      "Joyful,    joyful,    we   adore  Thee" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
"Exhqrtat ion 
"Confession   ( Unison)    "Almighty  God,   we  know  of  your  love 

BY  YOUR  SIFT  OF  LOVE  JeSUS.   WE  KN0W  YOUR  LOVE  BY  YOUR 
TOLERANCE  OF  OUR  MISDEEDS  AND  SINFUL  NATURES.    T00  OFTEN 
WE  HAVE  TURNED  FROM  YOU,  AND  HAVE  SOUGHT  THE   THINGS  OF 
THIS  WORLD.   OUR  LIVES  HAVE  BEEN  CENTERED  AROUND  OUR- 
SELVES, AND  OUR  OWN  LITTLE  WORLDS,   PuRIFV  OUR  HEARTS  AND 

our  minds,  and  let  us  have  your  cleansing  and  forgiveness. 
These  things  we  ask  in  the  Saviour's  name.  Amen." 
*Kyrie      (Choir,  Conchegstion  and  Pastor) 
"Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
"Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Loro  open  our  lips. 

"People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
"Doxology   Mo.  551 
Scripture!  m4HK  l2.    j  g_2y 

Hymn  No.  275   "0  Love  of  God  most  full" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith  (Apostles1  Creed) 
"Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offer  1 ng 

Offertory    "Andante"  Rinck 


Stevens 


Anthem:  "Morning   Has   Broken" 

Vouth  Choir 
Sermon:      "WHO   DID  YOU   SAY   IS   CALLING?" 
Prayer  and  Lord's   Prayer 
"Hymn  No.    278     "0   Love  that  hilt  not   let  me  go" 
Benediction  ano   Three   Folo   Amen 
Organ   Postluoe:  "Improvisation" 

--------  'Congregation  Standing  -----   

The   Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar  have   been  placed   by 
Mr.    *  Mrb.    Roy  Andrews    in   loving  metorv  of  Jane's 
"Father"  -  Clarence  Cook. 
Serving   as   Ushers   today  are  "Alvin  Tait,   Mike  Nazaruk, 
Gottlob  C-^del,   Roy  Andrews   and  James  VcClvmonds. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.   Donald  Kennedy  will  be  the  Greeterb 

at  the  door  tqdav, 
Nursery  will  be   provided  today   by     Mrs.    Dru  Rensel 
ano  Ms.    Laurel   Stauffeh. 
■The  attendance  last  Sunday  was    \3k. 
^►Hospital  1  zeq:  Clarence  Wolfe 

/^'>rM-c^AjiRACii_R^D£L£1  Mrs.   Grace  Charlton.   /^W 
Z>-  We   extend   our~s7ncShe  sympathy   to   the  family   and 

FRIENDB  OF  Dr.  HOMER  F| LSON  WHO  PASSED  AWAY  THIS  WEEK, 
WE  STILL  NEED  UNDER  SHEPHERDS  -  WE  WOULD  LIKE  FOR  YOU 
TO  VOLUNTEER.    It  IS  ONLY  A  MATTER  OF  TWICE  A  YEAR 
THAT  YOU  ARE  ASKED  TO  TAKE  MATERIAL  AND  VISIT  THE 
PEOPLE  ON  YOUR  LIST.    PLEASE  LEAVE  THE  PASTOR  OR  SEA 
KNOW  TODAY. 

Basketball  -  Monday  -  Or.    Div.    -  8:30  -  vs.    St.   Mark's. 
Senior   Division  -   g:30  -  Thurs.    -  vs.    Community   Alliance. 
JZ2*   Sat.   -  Fes.    5  -  Cave   Exploring  -  Youth   Fellowship   - 

Cost  -  $k. 50.      Leave  at  9:00  A.M.    from  Church.   Bring 

Flashlight,    extra  batteries,    back   lunch. 
*■*""  Wfd-    -  7rQr>  -  Council  Meeting   (Notice  the  time   change) 
Thurs.   -  The  Newsletter  will  ec  put   out  -   please  have 

material   in  by  Wednesday. 
Juoy   and  Herb  Shearer  would    like   to    thank   the  Congre- 
gation for  their  Prayers,    cards   anc   concerns   during 
Herb'b   confinement   in  the  Hospital, 
^■TONIGHT  -   CONGREGATIONAL  DINNER  -  5:30  -  Please  bring 
Tureens   enough     for  your   family  -     Chet  Stauffeh 
will  be  MC  -   The   Yearbooks  will  be  given  out  at  this 
time. 

>fc    «*»    SOME     GOOD  .TRONG     MEN    TO     HELP     SET    UP     TA         «     „w     CH.„ 


"Whom  snail  l  bay  is  calling?" 
Texts:  Mark  12:26,  &  as  touching  the  ded,that  they 
rise,hav  ye  not  red  in  the  book  of  Moses  how,in  the 
bus)"  G  spok  un2  him, saying, I  am  the  G  of  Abe,&  the  B 
of  Sk  aac,&  the  G  of  Jacob?" 

Ex  3:14 

Sc.p  AM  frequent  use  4  funeral: 

Exegete:  Sadds  no  Bliev  resurr,ded=ded;no  miracs;no 
angels  other  spirits 
members  Sanhed, priesthood,  &  explain  hypothet  quest 
&  Js  say  G  present  tense 
G  B  iaent  4  Sadds  &  detracts, but  peop  alway  quest  G 
Story  Mose  &  burn  bush  3rd  chap  Ex  classic  examp 
Reading  4  2day:  EXEGETE :bakground;Mos  kill  Egyptian 
hunted  man; work- shep  4  Eather-law 
Go  thru  vs  by  vs  2  vs  13=WH0M  SHALL  I  SAY  IS  CALLING? 
compar  2  phone  calls  &  bosses 
perhap  G  no  pleas  Mos  quests  &  answr  with  authority 
vs  14:   I AM  THAT  _I  AM=nresent  tens, Sup  B  end  all  B 
G  of  men  long  ded,  vs15 
Mod  Bibls=YAHWEH . Jerus  Bib  use  this 
JAh  used  til  538BG,&  stop  Bcuz  fear  name  profane 
A DON A I  use  insted=Lord,&  wen  Lord  cap  lett=YAHWEH, 
espec  RSV  — — — 

Heb  mnscrip  no  vowel=YHwH,&JEHOVAH  english  pronuncia 
YAHWEH/JEHOVAH^redemp  nanLlG 
wen  man  sin  &  redemp  nee ess, JEHOVAH  sot  sinner  A/E 
&  clothe  skins  animals=signif , Sacrifice  2  get  skin 
vss  l£-fl|^_G  reveal  He  redeem  peop,&  G  thru  all  Scrip 
no  Salvation  unless  ther  Sacrifice 
Thru  all  Scrip  G,G  of  Holiness, no  tolerate  sin, 
F  hate, despis, abhor, detest  all  form/but  luv  sinner 
•rnus  no  wonder  Mos  Ask" Whom  Shall  I  Say  Gall?" 
He  thunder,  "I  AM  THAT  I  AM" 
"  2B  recog  apart  all  other  (1'S 
we  need  2  recogniz  Him  as  such  2day 
"  may  hav  an  equal  hard  time  sort  G  from  gumbl  pres 
worl  &  may  cry  lik  Mos,  "Whom  Shall  I  Say  Is  Call? 
Ther  only  1  anser  &  cum  thru  loud, clear  &  it  found 
wat  G  duz  &  dun  in  world 
flllus  Bishop  Moule  &  G  is  luv") 

Who  is  G?,  Whom  sfefell  I  say  is  calling?   G  is  in  Xp 
G  is  Xp  &  Xp  is  G,  He  call  men  &  continu  2  call 
He  provid  Salv  &  free  4  taking, 
This  is  luv,&  this  is  who  call  2  ea  us  in  world 
^day. , 


"whom   Shell    I  Galling?" 

Text:   Mark  1°*26,      And   as  tor  chin     the   de  d,      '         they   rise,    have  ye  n  +  react 
in   t  how,   i  ,  oke  unto  him, 

saying,    I  sob  the  God   of  Abraham,    end  the  God  of  Isaac,    and 
the  God  of  Jacob? 
Exodus   3:14.,    And   God   said  unto  Moses,    I   am  that   I   am:    and  HE  said,    thus 
shalt  thou  say  unto  the    children  of  Israel,    I  an 
. 

Scriptures   I  ark  12x18-27 

Our  Scripture  for  this  morning  is  one   that   I  frequently  use   at   a   funeral,   eeh£e±b±1;5 

The    Baddtacees  ■         -■'-■■'    -       lead  he    di  '    >'-':  b  li    v     in  miracles, 

nor   in  the   resurrection.      They  also     enied   the   existence   of  angels  or  other   spirits, 

They  were  members  of  the   Jewish   sanhedrin,    2nd   the  priesthood.      Their   strongest 

feelings  though,   centered   around   the  resurrection.      Tbeir  belief  was  that   the 
soul  perished  \#ith  the  death  o"*"  the  body,    and  thus  t     re  was  noth-'"g  beyond  the 

grave . 

Thus   it  was  this  group  who-  came   to   Jes        and  posed-jthe   hypothetical   question   con- 

Offirnia  ;  the  woman  who  married   seven  brotl         .      Jewish  law  had   set  forth  that   when 

sxKxmxHxaiEi.   a  man  died   and   left   a  widow,    if  he  had  brothers,    it   was  the  duty  of  on* 

of  them  to  marry  her  and   to  hav  Cdren  to  ;  i„  ..      Their  quest! 

tion  was,    "whose   wi  re    she   would  be  in  the   resurrection??     We  need   to  understand 

that   first  of   all  lid   rot  believe   in   the   resurrection,    and   secondly,    this 

;stioning  was   an  effort   on   their  part  to  trip  Jesus   so   they   could   have  grounds 

to   arrest  Him, 

Bat  Jesus  was  able  to  see  through  their  little  game  and  He  answered  them  in  another 

way.   Jesus  not  only  did  not  give  them  what  they  wanted,  but  He  gave  them  the 

proof  of  the  resurrection,  they  really  were  not  seeking.   His  answer  was  that  they 

did  not  completely  understand  the  Scriptures  nor  Go^.   Ha  +ells  them  that  there  is 

no  marriage  in  heaven,  and  points  them  to  the  Law  of  Moses,  and  the  story  of  God 

speaking  to  Moses  from  the  burning  bush.   (Tod  said,  "I  am  the  God  of  Abraham,  the 

God  of  Isaac,  the  God  of  Jacob."  This  was  in  the  present  tense,  "I  am."  Hot  in  t 

the  past  tense,  "I  was,"  which  it  should  have  been  because  Msees  Abraham,  Isaac  and 

Ja^ob  were  Ion*  d~ad  when  God  spoke  thusly  +0  Mows.   If  anyone  needed  proof  that 

there  was  life  beyond  the  grave,  this  should  have  settled  it  for  them.  And  then 

Jesus  closes  His  discourse  by  stating,  "He  is  not  the  God  of  the  dead,  but  the  0-d 

of  the  living. " 

God   is  being  identified  her-  usees,    an;  any  other  bora  J   SUP 

may  li     I  it    the   ti   ie.        ni      e  need   to   also  know  that  people   have 

always  questioned  who  God  is.     The  classic  exam;  le  of  this  Js  tc    '■  i      the 

jry  of  Moses   and   the  burning  bush.      This   story  is  found   in   the  book   of  Exodus 
the   3rd   chanter.     Lasb  us  turn  now  to  this  chapter  and   see  what  is   taking  place. 
33  had  fled   for  his  very  life  because   he   had  murdered   an   Egyptian  and  had  be- 
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cora'-  a  hunted  man.   He  was  living  in  Midian  working  as  a  shepherd  for  his  f  her- 

in-law  Jethro.   While  he  was  tending  the  flock  on  the  (West  side — Backside)  of  the 
desert,  he  came  to  t,     tore*,  vs  1.   Ax  It  is  at  this  point  that  a  supernatural 

=nt  takes  nlpce.   We  are  told  that  an  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  in  a  flame  of 
fire  i   tho  midst  of  the  burning  bush,  vs  2.   An  angel  was  always  the  messenger  of 
God,  and  at  this  point  the  possibility  is  that  there  never  was  an  angel  involved 
in  this,  hut  that  it  was  only  God  and  nothing  else.   But  in  any  event  an  angel  is 
identified  as  being  the  messenger. 

.-■rally,  the  curiosity  of  Hoses  is  aroused  and  so  he  Investigates,  vs  5.  God 
knowing  all  ale      ~   osee  would  do,  because  He  knew  that  this  was  out  of  the 
ordinary,  and  was  bound  to  attract  his  attention,  speaks  to  Moses  from  the  midst  of 
the  bush,  vs  4.   How  there  are  Biblical  scholar  Iv      to     -in  t 

f,    ':  t  because  the  heat  is  so  intense  in  this  ■   ion,  that  it 

could  very  veil  be  that  shrubbery  and  bushes  burn  all  of  the  time.   One  fellow  in 
particular  told  how  this  is  a  normal  occurence  in  this  area.   B^t  so  far  none  of 
then  hp.ve  been  able  to  explain  why  the  bush  was  not  burned  up. 

But  Hoses  heanng  hi  r        :     'rom  the  midst  of  the  bush,  answers  God,  "Fere  I 
am,"  vs  4b.   I  am  sure  that  if  anyone  would  have  h      oses  speaking  to  s   bush, 
and  not  have  seen  the  same  thing  he  saw,  they  would  have  said  that  he  had  been  out 
i1"1  the  sun  too  long. 

r^t  God  tells  Moses  that  the  very  ground  upon  which  he  is  standii ;  baa  become  holy 
because  of  the  visitation  of  God  to  it,  vs  5.   God  goes  on  to  i  imself, 

thus  letting  Kosea         :;  t  is  is  n  ■'  tirage-,  or  his  mind  playing  tricks  upon 

him,  vs  6a.   tod  Hoses  knowing  full  well  the  majesty  and  authority  of  God,  hides  hi! 

froia  Mm,  vs  6b.   at        i  it  Moses  is  i 

the  information  regarding  people  that  have  been  dead  many  long  years*   God  is  not 
speaking  in  the  rcet   tense,  "I  was."  But  instead  is  speaking  in  the  here  and  ROW, 
"I  Ali."  If  Hoses  jbsx  entertained  any  thoughts  regarding  dead  people  as  being  just 
plain  dead,  it  must  have  been  at  this  point  that  he  waa  having  his  thinking  revised. 
God  then  explains  what  H^  is  going  to  do  through  Hoses,  vss  7-10.   And  as  usual 
Hoses  begins  to  question  God  as  to  his  qualifica-      or  this  tremendous  task, 
vs  11.   God  merely  answers  Hoses  with  s  simple  answer  that  should  have  been  suffi- 
cient for  him,  vs  12.    But  Hoses  is  not  content  with  this  answer  and  so  he  de- 
termines that  he  needs  more  information.   TToses  knew  the  insuisitivness  of  his 
people.   r!e  knew  that  they  would  question  hin  all  about  this  situation.   So  it 
is  that  Hoses  asks  God  His  name,  vs  13  Hoses  is  saying  in  effect,  "Whom  Shall  I 
Say  Is  cfning?"  One  of  the  things  that  annoy  me,  and  I  am  sure  annoys  some  of 
jjU  with  the  telephone  is  to  call  a  business  and  the  secretary  asks  who  is  calling 
before  she  answers  whether  Mr.  So  and  So  Is  available,   ffow  I  happen  to  n       rb- 
ed  in  a  business  where  I  had  a  boss  who  h*d  had  his  secretary  inquire  who  was 
colli   ,    fore  he  would  answer  the  phone,  and  I  know  this  is  the  way  msny  busine 


nesf     ■  operate.      It   appears   quite   evident   that   (Jod  wasn't   too  pleased   with  1 
line'of  quest:  forth,    and  this  beca  cleaj    bj    b  -.-or 

'\l3         gives.      It  isn't   a   simple   answer.      But  I   am   sure  th-  H 

c      ±fea  anthority.±hH±xHHyxstEH2:haBXKXBXxiwtxah»  I   am   also   sure   that  by  God's   answer 
God  left  little  doubt  in  Moses  mine,    that  ttl    the  supreme  being, 

God   said,    "I   am   that   I   am,"  vs  14a.      This  is  nx  in  the   uresent   tense.      It   isn't 
past    bestss   and  leads  the   listener  to  know  and  believe  that  this   is   the   Supreme 
Being  to   end   all   Supreme   Beings.      Then  God  further  idpnti^ies  Himself  one-    again 
as   the   God  of  A1  raha  ,    Isaac,    and  Jabob,    vs  15.      This   is  His  name  forever. 
The   remaining  verses  of  this   chapter  are   instructions   to  Koses   concerning  what  God 
is   going  to   accomplis    . 

Cur   Scripture  for  this  morning  posed   the  problem   asked  by  man  for  several  thousand 
years,    and   that   is   the   actual   existence   of  God.      Our  Hible  reading  for  today  gives 
us  not   only  proof  of  that   existence,    but  the   identity  of  God  for  all   time.      In   some 
of   the  more  modern  versions  of  the   Bible  you  may   have   read,    or  read  the  name  YAHW3H 
for  Sod.      In  the  Jerusalem  Bible  I   am   reading  through  this  year,    the  name 

Is  used  quite  often.      To  understand   this  we  need   to   _     „   at  the  ori-en  of 

used  un1  r  ich  ti  wag  with- 

drawn from  popular  ussge  for  fear  that  the  name  would  be  profaned.      The  name  Adonai 
which  means  Lord,    was  substituted  in  its  place.      S^rasBXHhHXBsyxfefiXHstHgxaxRgSiixilJt 
h  ^  sxtkaixxHxraxlSxx     When  the  name  Lord  is  exeh  spelled  with  capital  letters  it  is 
a  substitute  for  V      i  I   ,    especially  in  the   RS?  vo^rions  of  the  Bible. 
To  understand   this  further,    we  need  to  know   that   in   the  Hebrew  manuscripts,    there 
were  no  vowels  in  words,      YAH./ oil  was   really,    YIH/H.      In  order  to   understand   what 
was  being  said  vowels  were   inserted,   2ii!^:±hiE:--j5HK-:EarrxEiix3nH:.s±B^^ur±hsx::Ea-:tkE± 
xxaia±isi±yxBaira^axxxi£X]ixEBnLsx±Br±fexsjutx±H^ 

Tfxmai:  X::for/:Wv--xdi::-tMxo<±iEn::iE::±fce:.Dri::ir.:  :::  -   ::  }  the   English 

pronunciation  wt  and  used  rather  than  YARV      . 

The  name  YAHVvEH  or  Jehovah  is   the   redemption  name  of  God.      './hen  mm   sinned   and   the 
redemption  of  man  become  necessary,    it   was  Jehovah  who   sought   the   sinners  Adam   and 
3^4   and   clothed  them  with  clothing  made   of  skins  of  animals,   which  significantly 
meant  there   had   to  be  a  sacrifice  in  order  to   obtain   the   skins,      in  vss  13-17 
God   reveals  that   He   is  going  to   redeem   His   people,    and  we   see   that   throughout   all 
of  Scri    ture,    there  is  no    salvation  HHnxxxfxamxaghsxKh  unless  there  was  sacrifice. 
..'e   have  been  given  to   understand  throughout   all  of  Scriuture   as  well,    that  Jehovah 
1S   a  God  of  Holiness  who   cannot  tolerate   sin.      God   detests   sin   in   all   forms,    He 

despises  it.      But  God  loves  the  sinner. 

with 
■     :   it   is  not   surprising  that  when  questioned    Ood,    ""./horn    Shall   I   Say   Is  Call- 

ing?",  that   God   thundered  forth,    "I    am,    that   I   am."     He   is  to  bo   r-  3C      i 

and   apart   fron   all   heathen  gods,    and   idols 

,e  need   to    recognize  Him   and  know  I  i 
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as  si-  "h  toe:  . 

We  may  have  an  equally  hard  time  sorting  Cod  out  froa  all  of  the  jumble  in  0Ui 
present  day  world,  ka±  and  '.."hen  we  cry  out  much  like  Moses,  "Whom  Shall  I  Say  Is 
G  Tlftg?»"  there  is  one  answer  that  comes  through  loud  and  Clear,  and  it  is  to  be 
found  in  what  God  does  and  has  done  in  the  world. 
(Illustration  Bishibp  Koule  and  God  is  Lofre), 

G  d  is  love.   He  always  has  been,  and  always  will  be.   This  is  hwat  identifies  Him 
for  all  time.  He  has  been  calling  man,  and  He  cc      e  to  call.   H«  hap  provided 

.vation  for  all  of  mankind  and  it  is  free  for  the  taking.   This  is  love,  and  this 
is  vl      alii   to  our  each  of  us  in  our  world  today. 


I 


I  ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 

0UTLER,     PennSVLVANI A 

February  o,  1 977  Fi  ftH  Sunday  After  Epiphany 

The  Rev,  Ralph  C*  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs,  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Chojr  Director 
Marcia  McBri-de,  BaBBY  Shakely  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  1  !  IQO  A.M. 
"The  organ  music  is  offered  to  help  you  prepare  youh 

HEART  AND  M 1  NO  FOR  THE  SERVICE  TO  COME.  WoN't  YOU 
TAKE  ADVANTAGE  OF  THrS  SPECIAL  TIME  Of  PRePARAT  I  r)  M 
IN    PRAYER    AND    MED  J  TAT  I  ON?  ,r 

Prelude  "Ar lofio"  SaCH 

•Fpocessjonal  Hymn   Wo.  SO   "Guide  me,    0   Thou    sreat  Jehovah" 
*Aschiption  -  Choral  Amen 
*f_xhqrtat  ion 

*CoNFE6SlQN     (In    UNISON)     lr0UH     FATHER,     WE     CONFESS     BEFORE 
YOU     THAT    OUT     LIVES     ARE     NOT    WHAT     THEY    SHOULD    BE,        We     DO 

ijndeblred  sin,    and  u'e   permit  temptations   to  overcome  us. 
But  we  know  there   is   forgiveness  with  you  when  we  do 
confess.      So   as   we  humbly   seek    forgiveness,    we   ask   for 
new  strength  to  lead   a  more  gooly  life,    for   we   pray    in 
the  Master's    name.      Amen.11 

*Kyrie  {Choir,    Congregation  and  Pastor1) 

*Assurance  of  Pardon  -   Choral  Amen 

*PffAl6E 

*PaSTOR!         '0     LoRO     OPEN    OUR    LIPS. 

*People:   And  our  mouth  shall  Show  forth  thy  praise 

*DOXOLOGV  No.     951 

Scripture:  Hebrews    10:    f-18 

Hvmn   No,     25I+      "Jesus,     I    live  to  Thee" 
♦Affirmation  of  our   Faith      (Apostles1    Creed) 
*Gloria   Path! 
Call   to   Prayer 

Pastor:     The  Lord   be  with  you. 
People!      And  with   thy   spiRfT. 
Pastor:      Let  us   Pray 
Prayer   and   Prayer  Response 
Offer  1 ng 

Offertory  :  "Largo1'  Handel 

Anthem:      "This    is   my   Father's  World"      arr.    sv  Waring 
Cyndie   Sybert,    Von  Malqney  and  Chancel  Choir 


Sermon:  "REDUCED  TO  ASHES" 

Prayer   and   Lore^b   Prayer 

*Hvmn   Ma.   ^70      "Saviour,    Thy   dying   love" 
Benediction   and   Three   Fold   Amen 

Organ  Postlude*      "St.    Anthony   Chorale"  Brahms 

---------   'Congregation   Standing  ------- 

The    Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar   have   been   placed   by 

Mr.    &  f.'.n»,    ^qy   Ffluch    in  memory   of    ^Loveo  Ones" 
Serving    as  Ushers    today   are:      *Allen  Botacchi, 

John  Redman,    Dan  Bosko,    Robert   Knauer,    Charles   Penar. 
The  attendance   last  Sunday  wab    IO7. 
Nursery  will  be   provided   today   by:     Mrs,    Berth* 

Hollefreund,    Sue   Hollefreund   and  Karen  Kennedy. 
Elder  and  Mrs,   Paul  R i emer  will  greet  the  Congregation 

AT  THE  DOOR  TODAY. 

Z>    Hospitalised:      Mrs.    CahlVinrof    (Anna  Margaret),  hrs.Nonacl 
James  Stewart,    Clarence   Wolfe,   Mrs.    Tpesa   Nicholas,    W 
Monday  -  7S3°  ~  Women's  Mary   Prugh   Circle  will  meet 

at   the   Church  ^    „      k&V     *?   ***** 

Thurb.    -   7:0^  -  Bible    Study  ■>'     ™  f  £p//     A  w 

y*   Saturday  -  Sr.    Basketball    I  : 00  P.M.    vs.    Mtridian#I 
^*  Jonjght  -  7:^0  -  Special  meeting  with  Paul  Chase 

Company  -   Anyone    interested   from  the    Church   can  attend. 
Please  pick   up  your  Yeah   Books   today.      The   Ushers 

will  assist    you    in   helping    to   f  i.  nd   your   copy. 
Next   Sunday  the  Under   Shepherds   will   bring   your   Lenten 
material   around    before    and    in   plenty    of   time    for 

"Almighty   God.    who    art   beyond   the    reach  of  our         &****?*,** 
highest   thought,    ano    yet  within  the   heart  of    the 
lowliest;   tf"e   pray   thee   to  come  to  us    in   all   the 
peautv  of   light,    in  all  the  tenderness   of   love, 

IN    ALL    THE     LIBERTY    OF    TRUTH,      AND    MAKE     THEVSEL^ 

known   to   us.      Mercifully  help   us    in   the   strugcle 
to   he   pure   anp   good;    encourage   us    in   every   effort 
to    be   true,    loyal  and   loving!    to   do   justly,    to   cove 

MERCY     AND     TO    «'*LK    HUMBLY    WITH     THEE.      SaNCT  I  EV     ALL 
OUR    DESIRES    AND     PURPOSES,      ANCi     UPON     EACH    OF    US     LET 
THY     BLESSING    REST.         AmeN. " 

Tonight :Meeting  Paul  Chase, of  Chase  &  Assoc, 
finance, Council, Bldg  rlannmg  &  others  7-00 

Welcome  Visitors: 

'/j  v  n>  tiecrprt-     7'°° 
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JOHN'S  UNITED  CHUHCIt  OF   CHRIST 


Evans   City,   Pa. 


Rev.  Jeff  Wilson,  Pastor 
Fred  Krioss ,  Organist 
Ed  Bonyay,  Organist 
Tho  People ,  Ministers 


THE  H''RNING  WOISETP   SERVICE 
TJ.C.C.    Sunday  4 
11:00  k.    M, 

I.   Wo   Stand   Bsf oro   God  • 

Preludo    "Breathe   On  Mo,    Breath   of   God" 

*Hymn  #152  "The   Church's  One  Foundation" 

*Soloinn  Declaration  13. 

'■'Opening  Vorsicles  !*+■" 

L:    Christ  is  with  us! 

C:   Ho   is  with  us   indood! 

L:    In  joy  and  contrition  v;6  corao  before  God. 

C:    Lot   us  confess   our  sins, 
*Prayor   of   Confession  -  Pago  24 
Assurance  of  Pardon  I,1!- 
*Pr£tiso  Vorsiclcil- 
*Hymn  of  Praise  #25  "Praise   to   the  lord" 


II.    God's  Word   to  Pa 
Scripture 
Silent  Prayor 
3ormon 


Hebrews   10:1-13 
"Rcducofl  to  ..ghos" 


III.   Wo   Respond   to   God's  Word 

Affirmation- of  Faith  -  Pago  23 

-.nth  oh  "Sing,   Oh  My  Soul"  Yousc 

Conce.ns  of  the   Church 

Hymn  #289  "What  a  Friend  Wo  Havo   in  Josu3" 

*Tho  Church  at  Prayer 

Prayor  Versiole 

Silor.t  Prayor 

Morniag  Prayer  Ft-u.  »«-    bp   l^-l^ 

lraye.1   Response 
offering 

; 


Hymn  Tune  of  tho  Month  #133 

*0ffortory  if 3 53        .     ,. 

*Silont  Prayer     \         ■•l*0~ 

Trayer  of  Thanks  giving  -£<rte  ov  f>  3 1/ 

*0ur  lord's  Flayer 

*Doiol05y  \,r«  ° 

*Mfiiuorljl  Hymn  r?296  c,         "Por  -11  tho  Saints" 

"Benediction  *•  "^  R^k, 0(  J 

♦threefold  Anion 

* CbAns a 

*Postludo   "Worthy  Is   tho  Iamb" 


Peterson 


^**-.  ***-:-*^-* 


We  ara  pl>iBa.:.l  to  Yreleomo  to  our  pulpit  this 
morning  the  Rsv,   Ralpu  C.   Lir>lc,   Paator  of  St, 
Paul's  "United  Church  of   C-rint  In  Butler.Fastors 
Link  and  Wilson  are  exchanging  pulpits   this  morn- 
ing that   tho  unity  and  diversity  whioh  ehareotor- 
izo  our  young  donomina tion  mipht  bo  ma  Co  manifest 

The   closing  hymn    "For  ..11   the   Sainta"   is 
cung  today  in  memory  of  Elmr  Heibold     a  member    ■ 
of   this  church  who  died   lost  Sunday  in  Lake  land, 
Fla, 

Tho  flowers  wore  placed  in  tho  Altar  Yqscs 
by  the  Walker  children  In  loving  memory  of  their 
fathor  Earl  B.   Wnlkcr. 

Wednesday  ..pril  27  - 

9:30  A.M.   The  woman  of'Lako  Erie  .-sso.  will 

hold  a   day  of  worship, study  and "fellowship 
at  St.   rotor's  U.C.C,   Zalienoplc,  Anyone  need- 
ing transportation  call  Margaret  Hortung  or 
Bortha  Nicklas, 
6:00  1' .II.    Jr;    Choir  Rehearsal 
7:00  P.M.   Sr.   Choir  Rehearsal 
8; 00  P.M.   Music  Commit too 
Monday  May  2  - 

6:30  P.I.;.   The  annual  Mother-Daughter   tureen 

dinner  will -bo  held -in  the  church  social 

rooms.   Moatjdassertinnd   beverage   will  bo 

furnished.   Plan  now  to  attend. 


r  "Reduced  To  Ashes" 

Texts:Heb  10:18,  NOW  WHBR  REMISS  OF  THEZ  ISTTHT?R  TR 

MO  MOR  OFFERING  4  SIM. ~ 
Ex  £   24  AN  ALTAR  OF  ERTH  THOU  SHALT  MAK  UN2  MEt& 
SEP ^ T  SACRIF  THERON  THY  BURNT  OFFERINGS, &  THY  PEACE 
QFl._^IKSS,THY  SHEEP, &  THINE  OXEN: IN  ALL  PLAGES  WHERE 
I  RECORD  MY  JAM  I  WILL  CUM  UN2  THEE  &  I  WIL  BL5S  THEE 

writ  Hebs  compar  old  Cov  &  Nu  Cov, 
state  law  no  abl  do  wat  shud  Bcuz  offer  over  &  over 
Vs  5  Speak  prom  Mess  &  4-0  Psalm  predict 
"  8  point  bout  sacrif  &  offer 

"  9  tak  away  1st  which  sacrif  &  estab  2nd=offer 
Then  expl  offer  Js  Xp  by  G  4  mankind  10-16 

tru  purp  expl  17-18 
This  comp  tween  old/nu  &  Bib  rdgs  red  giv  law  &  old  G 

20th  chap  Ex, reading  4  2day=1-1?  =10Coramands 
(Illus  barg  hunt  &  free  Command  if  accept  1st  1.0) . 
Bakground:  G  send  Mos  dwh  2  pe'op  from  Sinai, &  G  speal 

lOComms  2  peop  &  vs  19  peop  terrify  of  G. 
■SX  -,G  v  '^   vs  by  vs 
G  1st  giv  law  mak  man  realiz  guilt  B4  G  &  no  hope 
in  self  &  must  throw  mercy  G 
Mos  this  pt  illus  Js  Xp  as  Mediator 
rT  "Q,  TWr1*  ft1nh  ^]^ar=1  made  erth .dirt .common 
G  requir  Mos  &  peop  Is  mak  sasrif  2  Him 
3H§^=Burnt  offers=shed  blud  2  do  &  remind  Js  &  Nu  Gov 
2ns=Peace  offers=Js  endur  wrath  G,sin  on  self  2 
bring  peace 
G  say=Shee-p  8c  oxen=Lambs/Beasts  burden, servants 

Js  Xp  both  thez=lamb  slain, suffer  servant  humanity 

I  v-  Ch  Js  Xp  all  this:G  want  Isites  rely  His  Spirit 
thru  worship  trust  Him 
Read  Ex  8c  C  turn  things  world  insted,this  Ch  2day 
things  world  crep  in  &  no  C  wat  G  many  congreg 
Mak  me  sik  C  distort  Xpianity,Homosex, Gays, Prog  &  prof 
&  Program  2  bail  out  budg, member ship  etc. 
nnly  Prop;  G   ast  4th=W0ffI),&  no  can  bailcong,self . 
denom  or  Ch  Js  Xp  until  dedicat  selves  Hls-Jtord 
Canno  underst  He  want  from  us  until  serch  His  prog 
as  seen  thru  prog  set  4th  Bible=1st  sacrif  G  remi-i-r* 
gnd^wen  burnt  offer  mad  wat  off^  ^.nm?  ASTTF.q/lnTr,ov 
jnu  uov  ds  giv  lit"  as  offer  2  G  4-  mankind 
He  had  2  die  &  wen  die  Bcum  nothing  8c  REDUC  2  ASHES 
Need  underst  wat  G  want  of  peop  G  2day 
Chief  aim  4  man  not  grt  preach, teach, worker, giver 
G  n   /ant  talents =want  the  man. want  men/worn  RE  2  ASH 
Prob  many  en  peop  no  allow  G  do  work  in  them.refus 
offer  2  G  complet,this  mean  sacrif =presen  1self  altar 
Illus  Shah  &  Fireman )G   want  sho  friend  thru  Js  Xp 
'a  B  iw  HTm^efinc^  AsaTwen  no  sa^^innef  en,-)ov  G 


u 


"Reduced -To  Ashes" 

Texts:  Hebrews  10:18,  "Now  where  remission  of  these  is,  there  is  no  more  offering 

for  sin." 
Exodus  20:24,  "An  altar  of  earth  thou  shalt  make  unto  me,  and  shalt  sac- 
rifice theron  thy  burnt  offerings,  and  thy  peace  offerings, 
thy  sheep,  and  thine  oxen;  in  all  places  where  I  record 
my  name  I  will  come  unto  thee  and  I  will  bless  thee." 

In  our  Scripture  for  this  morning,  the  writer  of  Hebrews  is  telling  of  the  old 
Covenant  of  God  as  compared  to  the  new  Covenant.   He  is  stating  that  if  the  Law 
was  able  to  do  what  it  was  supposed  to  do,  then  it  would  not  have  been  necess- 
ary to  make  the  same  sacrifices  over  and  over.   Then  in  verse  5  he  begins  to 
speak  of  the  promised  Messiah  as  written  about  Him  in  the  40th  Psalm.   In  verse 
8  he  points  back  to  what  he  had  written  about  Sacrifice  and  Offering,  and  that 
as  pointed  out  in  verse9,  He  takes  away  the  first,  which  was  Sacrifice  and  est- 
ablishes the  second  which  is  Offering. 

Offering 
Then  is  explained  the  saKxixxKK  of  Jesus  Christ  by  G-od  for  the  sins  of  mankind, 

vs  10  feftsHEh  through  vs  16.  The  true  purpose  of  all  of  this  is  explained  in  vss 
1?  and  18. 

No™  this  is  a  comparison  between  the  Old  and  the  New  Covenants,  and  in  our  daily 
Bible  readings  we  have  been  reading  of  God  dealing  with  the  Israelites  and  giving 
them  the  Law  which  was  the  Old  COVenant.   Let  us  turn  to  the  20th  chapter  of  Ex- 
odus where  this  is  spelled  out  in  more  detail.   The  first  17  terses  of  the  20th 
chapter  covers  the  10  Commandments.  ^Someone  said  recently  that  we  live  in  the 
age  of  bargain  hunters  and  if  it  had  been  this  way  in  Biblical  times,  we  would 
probably  have  been  offered  another  Commandment  free  if  we  accepted  the  first  10. \ 
But  these  10  Commandments  are  spelled  out  in  detail  and  these  formed  the  iixst 
Covenant  of  the  Law. 

JtexKSHixxTDcxkKxxSfckx-KKxfckKfc  God  has  sent  Moses  down  to  the  people  from  Mt.  &±sraa 
Sinai,  and  God  now  speaks  the  Ten  Commandments  to  the  people,  following  this 
we  read  in  vs  18  of  the  terror  of  the  people  KHHEHEning  surrounding  the  appear- 
ar^-e  of  God  on  Mt.  ^inai.   The  thundering  and  lightning,  and  the  quaking  of  the 
mountain,  along  with  the  blowing  of (trumpets^  gives  the  people  the  awe  and  fear 

of  u-od.  > 

vs  19,  they  spoke  to  Moses  and  asked  him  to  be  the  mediator  between  them  and  God. 
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And  then  God  told  them  to  offer  Peace  offerings.  Jesus  Christ  endured  the  wrath 

c   God,  accepting  sin  upon  Himself,  to  bring  us  peace.   God  said,  "Thy  sheep 

and  thy  oxen."  This  meant  lambs  and  beasts  of  burden,  or  servants.   Jesus 

Christ  was  and  became  both  of  these.   He  was  the  Lamb  slain,  and  He  was  the 

suffering  servant  of  hmanity. 

From  all  of  this  there  are  two  things  that  I  see  in  all  of  this,  concerning  the 

Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  can  see  that  God  wanted  the  Israelites  to  rely  upon 

His  Spirit  through  worship  and  trust  in  Him.   But  as  we  read  on  in  the  book  of 

Exodus  we  see  that  the  Israelites  turned  away  from  God  and  went  after  the  things 

of  this  world  instead.  The  Church  today  stands  in  this  same  situation.  The 

things  of  the  world  have  crept  in  until  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish  what  is 

of  God  in  many  congregations. 

It  makes  me  sick  to  see  the  distortions  of  the  Church  being  perpetrated  today 

in  the  guise  of  Christianity.   Homosexuals  being  ordained  in  congregations. 

which 
C  irches  being  started  for  the  gay  people.   Phis  program,  and  that  program  fcxax 

will  bail  the  congregation  out  of  mts  particular  difficulties  in  meeting  its 

budget  or  drop  of  members  or  whatever. 

The  only  program  God  set  forth  then  and  sets  forth  now  is  His  Word.   We  cannot 

bail  ourselves,  or  a  congregation,  or  a  denomination,  or  in  fact  the  entire 

Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  out  of  difficulties  until  we  dedicate  ourselves  to  His 

Word.   We  cannot  understand  what  He  wants  frota  us  until  we  have  searched  His 

program  as  seen  through  His  program  an§  set  forth  in  the  Bible.   This  is  the 

first  part  of  the  sacrifice  God  requires  from  us  today. 

The  second  part  about  this  concerning  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  today  is  the 

individual  people  within  xlrase  the  Church.   When  the  burnt  offering  was  made 

to  the  Lord,  what  was  it  that  the  offering  became?   It  toecame  ashes  didn't  it? 

When  the  offering  was  completely  burned,  the  residue  remaining  was  "Ashes." 

i^at  was  in  the"01d  Covenant."   But  in  the "New  Covenant,"  Jesus  Christ  had  to 

give  His  very  life  as  the  offering  to  God  for  mankind.  Thus  He  had  to  die,  and 

in  order  to  die  He  became  as  nothing,  and  thus  He  was  "Reduced  To  Ashes,"  in 

that  offering.   This  is  what  we  need  to  understand  about  the  people  of  God  today. 


Gods5tHMSH±fe  chief  aim  for  man  is  not  that  he  become  a  great  preacher,  or  a  great 

acher,  worker,  or  giver.   What  God  wants  above  all  else  is  not  man's  abilities 

or  talents,  but  the  man.  God  wants  men  and  women  who  are  willing  to  be  "Re- 
Church  members  is 
duced  To  Ashes,"  upon  His  altar.   The  problem  with  anray  many  psHgiexwfeHXEixriE 

that  they  have  never  allowed  God  to  do  a  work  in  them,  simply  because  they 

refuse  to  offer  themselves  to  God  completely.   This  means  a  sacrifice  and  in 

order  to  sacrifce,  one  must  present  oneself  upmn  God's  Altar.   And  this  means 

being  "Reduced  To  Ashes." 

fireman 
(Illustration  of  Shah  Abbas  of  Persia  and  lowly  fixxmaH  &  friendship  to  him). 

This  is  what  God  has  done  for  mankind  through  Jesus  Christ.   In  Hebrews  we  read 

that,  "now  where  remission  of  these  is,  there  is  no  more  offering  for  sin." 

This  is  what  Jesus  did  in  becoming  the  sacrifice  for  all.    But  more  than  that 

He  is  the  gift  to  us  in  friendship  and  love.   AnS  this  is  what  God  really  wants 

from  each  of  us,  and  that  is  to  be  in  love  with  Christ  with  our  whole  beings. 

isn't  activities,  and  works,  and  business,  but  iksxEHmpiataxibtKiiH  to  be 

completely  "Reduced  To  Ashes,"  upon  His  altar.  jfRXMantsxiis  It  is  when  we  each 

amke  this  total  commitment  that  we  will  experience  the  satisfaction  that  goes 

with  it.  The  inner  enjoyment  of  the  love  of  God,  and  the  inflow  of  His  Spirit 

into  our  lives. 
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The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pabtor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Marcia  McBrioe,  Bobby  Shakely  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  I  I :00  A.M. 
"Before  the  service  talk  to  Goo,      During  the  service 
let  God  talk  to  you.   After  the  service,  talk  to 
your  nei gh80r. " 
Preluoe      "The  Musical  Clocks"  Haydn 

^Processional  Hymn  No.  ^3  "When  morning  gilpS  the  skies" 
^Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
^Exhortation 

'Confession  (In  Unison)  w0  Lord  Jesus  Christ  who  didst 
give  Thy  life  for  us  that  we  might  receive  pardon  and 

PEACE,     MERCIFULLY     CLEANSE    U&    FROM     ALL    SJN,      AND     EVERMORE 
KEEP     US     IN    THY    FAVOR     AND     LOVE,     WHO     LjVFBT     AND     REIGNEST 
WITH    THE    FathER,      AND    THE    Ho LY    SpififT,      EWER    ONE     GOO, 
WORLD    WflTHQUT     END.        AmeN." 

*Kyrie    (Choip,  Consregati on  and  Pastor 
•Assurance  of  Pcpoon  -  Choral  Amen 
*Ppaise 

*Pa3top:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxologv   No.  55' 
Scripture:       James  I:  1'9~2'7 
Hymn  No-  207  "Jesus  calls  us:  o'er  the  tumult" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor  J   The  Lord  be  with  you* 
People:   Ane  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray* 
player  and  prayer  response 
Offer i ng 

Offertory:    "Minuet"  Hayon 


Installation  of  Under  Shepherds 
t      mem;       "Thanks  Be  to  God'1 


Di  ckson 


Sermon!  "A  DO   BEE" 

Prayer   and  Lord's    Prayer 
•Hymn  No.    357        "The  voice  of  Goo    is   calling" 
Benediction  and   Three  Fold  Amen 
Organ  Postlude:  "He  Leadeth  Me" 

„_______   "Congregation  Standing   ------- 

The   Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar  have  been  placed   by 

Mr,    £  Mrs.    Roland   Thompson    in  memory   of  their   "Mothers" 
Serving   as  Ushers   today  are:      *Wally   Feder,    John  Snow, 

Mont  MacKinney,    Hero  Shearer  and   Steve  Vargo. 
Deacon  and  Mrs,    William  Thompson  will   greet   the 

Congregation   at   the   door   today. 
Nursery  will   he   provided  today   sy  Paul  and  Vickie 

>Holt  and   Patty  McWilliams* 
Hospitali  zed:  Clarence   Wolfe,  —  home 

Cheryl  Altemus,    Larry  George. 
The  attendance   last  Sunday  was    139- 
^^  The  Under  Shepherds  will  pick   up  their  material 

for  Lent   right   after   the   Service    in  the  front  of 
the   Church.      The  material   is   to   be    in  the   hands   of 

CqNGR.e-ga.tI  riN    BEFORE     AgH    WEDNESDAY    FEB.     2^. 

^^The   Council  will  hold  a  special  mating    in  the  Under- 
croft right  after  the  Service. 
^^  Tonight  -   7:00  -  Youth   Fellowship  Meeting 
*^*  Next   Sunday  -  We  will   have   a   first   aid    instructor 

from  the   American  Rec   Cross  here   at  2:00  P.M.     _All 
cpuncll  members   and  all  u3her3   are  expected   to   b£ 
hfrf  anti   attend  the  meeting.    anyone" elbe   in  the  uhurc  h 
who  would   like    to  attend   can  do  so. 
All  Year   Books   ape    in  the  bach   seperate  Under   Shepherd 

PACKET     -    WHEN    THEY    DELIVER     THE    LeNTEN    MATERIAL    -     YOU 
Wl LL    GET     IT    THEN. 
*^^A    DONATION    FROM     THE    CONGREGATION     IN    MEMORY    OF     ATTORNEY 

*^^      Charles  T.  Chew  was  made  to  the  Blind  Association, 

*T^  We  ARE  STRIVING  TO  DETERMINE  HOW  MANY  OF  OUR  CHURCH 

woulo  be   interested    in  an  evening  vacation  blble 
School,      This    is   for  seventh  grade   on  up.       It  will 
Tft*r  place   from  June    IVl6   at  _7 :  QQ-S :  \3 JP.M .    More 

DETAlLB  NEXT  SUNCAY  -  KEEP  IT  iNMIND.^f^ir  *^fi^Uy. 

Jr.Basketball  -    |1±th.™  Mon.    -  tilfQ     vs.    Sutler   Catholic 
Sr.   Baskethall  -    I?th  -  Thurs.    -  S:30  -  vs.    St.    Andrews. 

Sat.    -   Discipline   Semtnar 
Sr,    Basketball   -    I9tm   3:00  ^Sat.    -   vs.    St.   Marks* 
Old  SLJ   hymnals   in   office-take 
-  Welcome  visitors: 


"A  Do  Bee" 

Texts:  James  xxxg  1:27  Pure  relig  &  undefiled  Be4  G 
&  the  Father  is  this: 2  visit  the  fatherless  &  widos 
i   iheir  affliction,  &  2  keep  1self  unspotted  from 
the  world. 

Ex  40:16 

Romp  Room  &  Do  Bee,=child  do  wat  suppos  &  this  OBED. 
(Illus  child  toy  dept ^psychiatrist  etc) 

n&bher  illus  (JBED,t  lOSt  S6clet  Bcuz  wsapup  niceety 
Dr.  Spock  et  al 
Bnt  wat  duz  G'S  tynrri  gfay?   James  set  4th  def  ideas 
human  behav. 
Much  we  call  WORKS=twisted  by  thoz  earn  heaven  instet 
work  Bcuz  luv  Lord-Salvation^  then  Works 


«_»*,  thiq  vs  21  &_then  do  it=0£EDI*NCE 
J  illus  man/mmrror=hear  &  no  do  vs  hear  &  do 
TEXT:  wat  relig  bout;  talk  relig  Ss  mean  code  ethics 

Tru  relig- walk  f steps  person  JS  XP  &  wen  do  care  4 

homles,wido,orph,fatherles, shut-in  etc.&  B  unspot 

from  world 
Means  :B  diff  Bcuz  Blong  Xp  &  He  set  4-th, J  &  Discips 

set  4th  as  well 
other  examps  G'S  Worfl=4o  chap  Ex. 
g2gGJ§£E:  G  tel  Mofl  speci  ins  true  4  Tab. 

1-15=dates  2  put  2gether  §e  step  by   step  how  do 
16  VS  =  ^YTrREAD 

7  times  Mos  "Did  as  G  Command  Him"  in  all  this  he 

do  as  G  want  &  this  absol  &  Compl  OBEDIENCE 
B  Scv  un=oath,law  pledg  2  0BEY=A  DO  BEE 

no  expect  from  scouts , children  expect  from  All 

\11  G  creation  &  shud  all  lern  OBED  2  Him,canno  ex- 
-pec  others  Obey  if  we  do  not 
(Illus  G  Wash  0Bed)=Js  Xp  &  F  sav=0  un2  deth  on  cross 

This  compl  Obed  &  call  4  compl  self-discip 
G  requir  Obed  M  &  Isites,&  requir  us  2day 
"  many  time  say, Hear  &  Obey  &  will  bring  safe" 

But  liv  Techno  societ  &  mus  expl  scient ,inven,inf in 
Pres  speak=ncaster,commentater  sift, digest  ea  word 
2  test  4  hidden  meaning 
Thus  diffi  iaag  0BED=G  Word,  Yet  G  requir  it 
But  no  blind  obed, but  obed  bilt  on  luv,G  luv  4  us 

can  quest   lik  Mos  &  G  anser,but  G  want  us   avail  &,  OB 
(Illus    son  &  reno-r  4  riirhv^Tf  ^aririy.OBed  2  B  use   of  G 
CIllus  A  Line  S-  TypiiiiT»H)=naTi   sav  ;iot  bout"  him. but  he 

OBED, 4  Americs  mod  Mos   lead  nation  2  G 
ler    m  need  lern  early  lif=B  0  2  G,4  G  call  thru  Xp 
Behwid,   I   stand  door  &  knok.&  respons  4  us  2  ope  door 

&  let  Aim  in  k   tHien  B  UBE1J   !  — l_ 

May  we   kno  Xp  2  extent  B  sed  us   as  Mos=Text  EX  40:16 


"A  Do  Bee" 

Texts:  James  1:27,  "Pure  religion  and  undefiled  before  God  and  the  father  is 

this:  to  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows  in  their  affliction, 
and  to  keep  oneself  unspotted  from  the  world." 
Exodus  4-0:16,  "Thus  did  Moses:  according  to  all  that  the  Lord  commanded 

him,  so  did  he." 
■ 

Those  of  you  who  have  raised  children  in  recent  years  are  well  aware  of  a  prog- 
ram for  children  called  Romper  Room.  Our  children  watched  it  and  I  am  sure  many 
of  yours  have  as  well.   I  do  not  know  what  the  present  format  of  the  program  is 
since  I  have  had  no  contact  with  it  in  recent  years.   But  when  I  did  know  of  it 
the  lady  who  hosted  the  urogram  talked  of  children  being"good  little  Do  Bees." 
"A  Bo  Bee,"  was  a  childisirxwho  did  things  for  his  parents,  and  who  did  what  he 
was  required  to  do.   This  was  a  lesson  in  obedience. 

(Illustration  of  child  in  toy  dept.  and  physciatrist  warning  the  child). 
This  too  is  a  lesson  in  obedience  and  one  which  unfortunately  has  been  greatly 
lost  in  our  society  because :we  have  become  so  wrapped  up  in  doing  things  in  a 
nice  way.  Starting  with  Dr.  ^pock  some  years  ago  and  on  down  to  today  we  have 
L  _  a  rash  of  child  psycologists,  and  child  psychiatrists  informing  us  by  book 
and  HEiiiKs  article  that  we  may  warp  and  twist  a  child's  life  by  the  way  we 
handle  the  problem  of  getting  them  at  to  obey.   Je  have  seen  the  results  of 
a  lot  of  this  and  there  is  no  real  need  for  us  to  go  into  this  question  in  great 
detail  at  this  time. 

But  there  is  one  avenue  that  has  been  vastly  overlooked,  at  least  from  the  stand- 
point of  Christianity  and  that  is,  ifcHHKxiiHasxaH±xtHi±  "What  does  God's  Word  have 
to  say  about  this  subject?"   The  answer  of  course  is  varied  and  the  Bible  speaks 
ofi  many  different  ways  to  cope  with  the  problem  of  obedience,  both  in  the  lives 
of  adults  and  in  children.  The  brother  of  Jesus  who  was  the  author  of  the  teook 
of  James  set  forth  some  very  definite  ideas  concerning  human  behaviour.   Much  of 
what  he  wrote  has  to  do  with  what  we  call,  "Works."  These  works  are  what  we  are 
to  be  doing.   But  much  mis-interpretation  has  been  had  about  this,  because  some 
ioiks  have  gotten  the  cart  before  the  horse  and  have  done  great  works,  without 
really  having  Salvation,  and  have  distorted  the  whole  principle.  We  need  to 
first  understand  that  First  and  foremost,  we  know  the  Lord.  This  is  essential. 
We  accept  Him  as  our  Lord  and  Saviour  and  then  comes  Works.  We  then  work  be- 
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cause  we  love  Him.   We  do  not  work  because  we  are  striving  to  earn  our  way  bo 
iven.  James  speaks  very  specifically  about  this  in  the  portion  of  his  book 
which  we  read  as  Scripture  for  this  morning.  This  he  speaks  of  in  the  21st  vs, 
and  then  in  the  22nd  vs  we  are  admonished  to  work.   Don't  just  hear  the  Word,  bui 
go  out  and  do  something  about  it.  This  is  obedience. 

He  goes  on  to  point  out  an  illustration  using  a  mirror  and  a  man  looking  in  it. 
The  comaprison  is  between  a  hearer  of  the  Word  only,  and  a  hearer  of  the  Word 
plus  a  doer.   He  closes  "the  first  chapter  with  the  words,  "Pure  religion  and  un- 
defiled  before  God  amd  the  Father  is  this:  to  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows  in 
their  affliction,  and  to  keep  himself  unspotted  from  the  world."  This  is  what 
religion  is  all  about.   We  talk  of  having  religion  in  many  areas  where  we  really 
mean  that  we  are  following  a  code  of  ethics  or  morals.   True  religion  is  to  walk 
in  the  footsteps  of  a  person  and  that  person  is  Jesus  Christ.   nd  when  we  do 
this  we  care  foe  the  homeless,  the  widows  and  orphans,  the  fahterless,  the  shut- 

.s,  the  beggers  and  anyone  else  who  needs  our  love  and  concern.   And  it  also 
involves  aaxxk  keeping  ourselves  unspotted  from  the  world.   Meaning  that  we  are 
different  from  the  rest  of  the  world  in  many  ways,  because  we  belong  to  Christ. 
Now  all  of  this  is  what  Jesus  Christ  set  forth  as  expounded  not  only  by  His  bro- 
ther James,  but  as  set  forth  by  all  of  His  disciples  after  His  ascension. 
But  we  have  many  other  examples  of  obedience  as  set  forth  in  God's  :;ord  and  I 
would  like  you  to  turn  in  your  ^ibles  with  me  to  the  40th  chapter  of  Exodus. 
Prior  to  this  chapter  God  had  given  complete  and  specific  instructions  to  M0ses 
in  the  building  of  the  Tabernacle.  X$K  In  the  first  15  verse  of  this  chapter 
Moses  is  told  the  dates  when  he  is  to  put  all  of  this  together  and  how  it  is  to 
be  done,  step  by  step.   And  we  read  in  the  16th  vs,  "Thus  did  "oses:  according 
to  all  that  the  Lord  commanded  him,  so  did  he." 
Then  we  read  vss  17-19,  and  at  the  end  of  19,  TAs  the  Lord  commanded  Moses." 

vds  20  -21,  at  the  end,  "As  the  Lord  commanded  Moses." 

had 
22-23,  and  at  the  end,  "As  the  Lord  commanded  Moses." 

vss  24-25 »  and  at  the  end,  "As  the  Lord  commanded  Moses." 

vss  26-27,  and  at  the  end,  "As  the  Lord  commanded  Moses." 
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vss  28-29,    -nd  at  ttie   end,    "As   the  Lord  commanded  Moses." 

r    i   30-Sg  32,    and   at  the   end,    "As   the  Lord   commanded  Moses." 

Vs   33,   He  xijiixliKEtxi&K  did  all  he  was  supposed  to  do  and,    "So  Moses  finished 

the  work." 

7  different  occasions  we  read  that  Moses  did  as  the  Lord  had  commanded  him. 

Step  by  step  he  made  the  progression  of  the  a±  Tabernacle  from  the  making  of  it, 

to  the  setting  up  of  it,  and  he  did  it  exactly  as  God  had  commanded  him  to  do. 

Now  this  is  absolute  and  complete  obedience. 

In 
This  is  Boy  Scout  Sunday  as  we  probably  all  know  by  now.   Both  the  Scout  oath 

and  the  Scout  Law,  a  pledge  is  made  to  OBEY.   At  this  point  a  scout  is  pledging 

to  be  "A  Do  Bee."   But  we  shouldn't  just  expect  this  from  scouts  and  children, 

we  should  expect  this  from  everyone.   All  of  us  are  a  part  of  God's  creation, 

and  as  such  we  need  to  learn  the  lessons  of  obedience  ot  Him.   We  cannot  expect 

others  to  obey,  if  we  do  not  obey  ourselves. 

llustration  of  Washington's  obedience) 

This  is  likewise  true  of  Jesus  Christ  the  Son  of  God.  Paul  tells  us  that,  "He 

the     of  the 
humbled  Himself  and  becamse  obedient  unto  death,  even  death  hhxx  cross."  This 

is  complete  obedience  which  called  for  a  complete  discipline  of  self.   This  is 

the  obedience  which  God  required  of  His  people  then,  and  the  type  of  obedience 

which  He  requires  today.   Numerous  times  He  spoke  to  Moses  and  the  Israelites 

and  He  told  them  if  they  would  hearken  to  His  voice  and  listen  to  His  Words, 

He  would  bring  them  safely  through  the  wilderness  through  which  they  wandered. 

But  we  live  in  a  technological  society  and  such  obedience  as  displayed  by  the 

people  of  God  is  incomprehensible.   Everything  that  is  done  today  is  explained 

to  us  in  infinite  detail.   ,ach  scientific  discovery  and  invention  is  related 

to  us  so  that  we  can  understand  the  inner  workings  of  many  things.   Let  the 

President  of  the  United  States  make  a  speech  and  when  he  is  done  a  battery  of 

tfscasters  and  commentators  will  spend  an  equal  amount  of  time  informing  us 

as  to  just  what  he  said.   Each  phrase  is  turned  over  and  examined  as  it  were 

under  a  microscope  to  test  its  xkh  hidden  meaning.   Thus  we  see  that  in  our  day 
and  age  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  imagine  such  obedience  as  set  forth  in  God's 
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Yet,  this  is  the  obedience  God  requires  from  each  of  us.   Now  this  isn't  blind 

c   dience  as  some  suppose.   It  is  an  obedience  that  is  built  upon  love.   Love, 

that  what  God  is  asking  of  us  is  for  our  own  good  and  our  own  welfare.   It  is  an 

obedience  that  can  be  questioned  and  God  will  answer.   Moses  questioned  many 

things  God  asked  of  him.  And  each  time  God  showed  Moses  what  it  was  He  desired 

from  him.   God  simply  wants  us  available  and  when  we  are  available  we  are  able 

BjcfcxKKXBttgfHK  to  be  ofiedient.   (Illus;  A  man  heard  his  older  son  praying  and  he 

interrupted  him:  "Son,  don't  bother  to  give  God  instructions.   Just  report  for 

duty.")   This  is  obedience.   To  be  ready  to  do  what  God  wants  of  us.   To  be  used 

as  He  sees  fit. 

There  have  been  many  people  who  have  given  us  good  examples  of  how  to  obey  wksm 

one 
we  could  use  as  sxax  illustrations.  But  I  think  of  i  man  in  particular  who  was 

more  of  a  failure  than  a  success. 

(Illustration  of  Abe  Lincoln's  failures  and  etc.) 

k_  can  say  a  lot  of  things  about  Abraham  Lincoln,  but  one  thing  certainly  stands 

out,  and  that  was  his  ability  to  be  obedient  to  his  tasks.   Because  of  this  he 

became  for  all  Americans  a  modern  version  of  Moses  leading  a  nation  toward  God. 

If  there  is  one  lesson  we  need  to  learn  early  in  life,  and  a  lesson  that  applies 

to  all  of  life,  it  is  the  lesson  of  being  obedient  to  God.   God  calls  each  of 

us  through  Jesus  Christ.   He  said,  "Behold,  I  stand  at  the  door  and  knock,  if 

any  man  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  to  him  and  will  sup 

with  him,  and  he  with  me,"   The  response  is  for  us  to  ph  open  the  door  and  let 

Him  in  and  then  we  have  taken  the  step  necessary  to  be  obedient.  May  we  know 

Christ  iHxtkaxss  to  the  extent  that  it  could  be  said  of  us,  as  it  was  said  of 

Moses,  "Thus  did  we,  according  to  all  that  God  commanded  them,  so  did  they." 


ST.    PAUL'S    UNITED   CHURCH   OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsvlvani a 
Brotherhood   Sunday  February   20,     1977 

The  Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Kay  Morris,   Organist   and   Choir   Director 
Lor i    Zavacky,   Mary   Dellen  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP   -    Iti0<l  A.M. 
"Before   the  service   talk   to  God,      During   the  service 
let  goo  talk  to  you.   after  the  service,    talk  to  yquh 
ne i  ghbor.  " 
Prelude  t,Prelude    in  C  minor"  J.S,    9ach 

•Processional  Hymn  No.    3S  "0     cay  of  rest  and  gladness" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortati on 
•Confession   (In  Unison)    "Meroiful   Father,   we  acknowledge 

ANn  CONFESS  OUR  SINFUL  NATURE;  OUR  SHORTCOMINGS  AND  OUR 
OFFENSES.   We  HAVE  BETRAYED  NOT  ONLY  OUR  FA  I TH   IN  YaU, 
BUT  ALSO  YOUR  FAITH   IN  US.   We  HAVE  SPOKEN  BRAVELY  OF 
LOVE  AND  COMPASSION,  BUT  we  HAVE  ACTED  OUT  OF  SELFISHNESS 

and   indifference,      forgive  us,  q  gon,    through  jesus  christ 
our  Lord.      Amen,  " 
•Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance   of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

*Pra I  BE 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 

•DoXOLOGY  No.     551 

Scripture!  Romans    I : I  8-32 

Hymn  Mo.   390     "Come,    let  us   join  with  faithful  bouls" 
♦Affirmation  of  our   Faith        (Apostles'    Creed) 
•Gloria   Patr  i 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:      The  Lord   be  with   you. 
People:     And  with   thy   spirit. 
Pastor:      Let   us   Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer   Response 
Offer  1 ng 

Offertory:  "Prayer"  Boellman 

Sermon:  "A  DON'T  BEE" 

p->ayer   and  Lore's   Prayer 

An  No.    399        "Once   to   every  man  and   nation" 

) 


Beneoiction  and   Three   Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postluoe:  "Adagio"  Morris 

--------  "Congregation   Standing  ------- 

The  Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar   have  been   placed  sy 

Mr.    &  Mrs.   Wallace   Feder  to   the   "Glory  of   Goo" 
Serving  as   Ushers  today   are:     "Robbie  Vinroe,    Brian 

Pfabe,    Steve   Babehohe,    Chhist  Pfabe   and   Bob   Dellen. 
Deaconess  Mrs.    Joan  Master   "'ILL  be  the  Gheeteh   at.  the 

door    today. 
Nursery  will   be   provided   today   by    Mrs,    Catherine 

JOHNSTON,  DEBORA  JoHNSTqN  AND  KELLY  SHAKELY. 

The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  ISO 
•^ Today  at  2:00  -  A  first  aid  Instructor  will  be  here 
in  the  Unoercroft  (from  the  American  Red  Cross). 
All  Ushfrs  and  Council  members  are  expected  to  be 

H.FUE  ■ 

Our  Choir  sang   at  the  Deshon  this  morning. 
Monday  -  3:30  -   Basketball   (Jr.)   vs.   Mercian  41 
^Wednesday  -  7:30  -   HOLY  COMAJNION    (ASH  WEDNESDAY) 

at  the  Altar.      The  Under  Shepherds  should   have   your 
Lenten  material  to  you  before  Weonesday. 
Saturday  -  the  Youth   Fellowship  will  go    Ice  Skating 

They  will    leave   from  the  Church  at   7-00  P.M. 
Kfs.    Ann  Margaret  Vinroe  would   like  to  thank   everyone 
for  their  Prayers,    cards   and   visits   during  her  stay 
int he   Hospital.  _____ 

^^-  Would   you   like  to  know  what   the   future   brings? 
3    Satan  alive  and  well  on   planet   Earth? 
Is    there   a   new  world   coming?      Come  and   find   out   the 
answers    to   these   and  more  —  starting  m.arch  oth* 
The  Young  Adults   Class  will   be  starting   the  book   and 
study   plan  in  the  "Great   Late  Planet  Earth"   by  Hal 
Li  nosey.      If  you  are  curious,    come   join  us] 
"  ~  ~  ~  ~   ~   "(tear   off   an_   place  7n"off_r"ng   plate)~ 
^^  We  are  striving   to   determine  how  many  of  our  church 

would   be    interested    in   an  evening  vacation  Bible  School. 
This    is   for  seventh  grade  on  up.      It    .ill  take   place 
from  June    13-16  at   7:00-8:15  P.M. 

Name 

Yes,    I   will  attend 


NO,      I     WILL    NOT     ATTFN.D 


'  ■ 


"A  Don't  Bee" 
Texts:  Rom  ^  • " Q  ,  ,*-  TTTK  ¥PA"1H  n^  a   TR  BF-VRAT^  gffOM  ™ 
HEAV  AGAINS  ALL  UNGLIHESS  8.  BBtaiGiliaiiaiffiSS  OF  MEN, WHO 
HQTJ1   Tfi  T^Tf™  TN  TTNIJTGHTQIJSNESS 
L5^b«v  26:14-16a 

01  ^ime  1  who  remem  buy  11b  steak  $10tf/but  4-get  had 
woi   1  hr  2  ern  dime 
Most  us  kno  suml  who  liv  in  past/canno  liv  this  way- 
must  face  present  &  look  2  future 
Past  import  as  history  &  tol  hist  repeat  self 
Jn  Sherman  1990=Best  proph  of  futur  4s  the  past 
Hist  has  lessons  &  messag  we  may  use  &  profit  from 
LLxegete:  Rom  1:18-32 

"interest  2note  P  say  Covenant  breakers  &  this  OT 
P=Pharisee, educate  Jew, know  hist  &  covs  tween  G/man 
"  point  hist  will  Bfall  Romand  if  not  vigil/alert 
L*st  week  DO  BEE, A. Lincoln, Moses=2day  DON'T  BEE 
Exeeete  Lev..  26  ftp^n  v^  3-^ 
All  came  2  pass  Bcuz  Isites  turn  from  G  &  covenant 
This  was  Israel, but  also  kno  nation  base  on  G  bless 
But  wen  nation  turn,  the  nation  fall  &  this  princi] 
Princip-If  nat  rejec  moral  law  G, their  destruc  inevit 
Thus  all  this  signif  4-  America 

USA  found  1  Nat  under  G  &  thus  parallel  Israel 
Return  2   fiJBEGETE  Lev.  ;^6:16 

vs  16, Swine  fly, Victorian, Hong  Kong, Asian  epidems 
"  17,V  Nam, China, Russia  gro  strong, we  fear  in  homes 
"  19, turmoil  govt  cry  2  G,no  anser  heavens  iron, 

plpw,plant,land  lik  brass=N  Dak  &  poor  crops 
"  20, farms  plant  &  futil=drot ;frut  tree  no  yield 
"  22, beast  rob  us  childs=drugs , false  teachers 

cattle  die  Bcuz  insecticide ;hiway  desol=oil 
"  -_5,deliv  by  pestil  hand  enemy=fello  Amers  who  liv 
off  exorb  profit  mak  on  us/thoz  sell  gross  infl 
price  &  tak  advant  thoz  need  commodities 
"  26,Inflat  cost  2-3  time  mor  2  buy  things 
Here  fulfill  end  4-  us, Isites  went  on  cannibal  &  so  on 
But  if  we  no  stop  dwnward  spiral  we  2  nation  of  past 
peop  say  REVIV  in  land  &  sign  point  that  way 
But  mus  Be urn  real it  or  we  2  overum  by  enemies 
Our  strngno  from  nuclear/hydDDgen=Alm  G,&  we  mus  turn 
not  only  need  RJ2LLX  peop  claim, but  all  peop  REVIVED 
?  REVIV  mean  2  cum  aliv,2  fill  nu  lif  &  this  J3  XP 
We  hav  Nu  Gov  from  G  &  Js  Xp  is  that  Covenant 
qiiftRtsDn  T  kno  Xn?  Am  I  1  His  folios?  Is  He  my  Sav  & 
Lord0   I  invit  U  2  mak  Commit  if  nev  made  this  morn 
^-CuL  .-ward.   Let  G  speak  Ur  hart,&  if  tell  U, anser 
Don't  let  frend,relativ,anythin  hinder  U, anser  2day 

Last  hymn=1nce  2  ever  man  &  nat, cum  moment  2  decid 


"A  Don't  Bee" 

TEXl's:  Romans  1:18,  "For  the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven  against  all 

ungodliness  and  unrighteousness  of  men,  who  hold  the  truth 
in  unrighteousness." 

Leviticus  26:14- 16a,  "But  if  ye  will  not  hearken  unto  me,  and  will  not  do  all 

these  commandments;  and  if  ye  shall  despise  my  statutes, 
or  if  your  soul  abhor  my  judgements,  so  that  ye  will  not 
do  all  my  commandments,  but  that  ye  break  my  covenant; 
I  also  will  do  this  unto  you: " 

An  old  timer  is  one  who  can  remember  when  he  could  buy  a  si  pound  of  steak  for 

a  dime,  but  forgets  he  had  to  work  an  hour  to  earn  the  dime.   I  am  sure  that 

most  of  us  have  had  a  friend  or  aquaintance  who  when  speaking  always  refers  to 

days  gone  by.   The  past  for  that  person  is  all  that  matters.   But  this  is  a 

very  difficult  way  to  live,  because  we  cannot  live  in  the  past,   vie  must  face 

the  present  and  look  forward  to  the  future.   But  we  know  that  the  past  can  and 

does  serve  a  wonderful  capacity  for  us  and  that  is  in  the  realm  of  history. 

We  are  rold  that  history  repeats  itself,  and  we  can  acknowledge  th  t  this  is 

the  history  of 
quite  true  as  we  look  at  civilizations  which  were  in  existence  long  before  us. 

man  named  John  Sherman  in  1890  said,  "The  best  prophet  of  the  future  is  the 

past."   We  could  grasp  from  this  then,  that  history  has  a  message  and  lessons 

which  we  may  use  xhxxshi:  and  profit  from. 

The  Apostle  Paul  wrote  to  the  Church  at  Home,  or  to  the  "Saints"  as  he  calls 

them,  or  those  who  are  fellow  believers,  and  in  his  writing  goes  through  a  bit 

of  past  history  to  let  them  know  what  they  should  be  doing.  This  history  shows 

through  many  times  in  his  writings. 

Paul  writes  of  the  anger  of  God  against  those  who  would  do  their  own  thing  in 

complete  diregard  for  the  things  of  God,  (Read  Text).   He  goes  on  to  tell  how 

they  turned  from  God  to  idols,  and  sin  became  the  thing  they  became  completely 

ivolved  in.   He  then  goes  on  to  list  some  of  the  things  which  they  did  and 

were  doing.   He  speaks  of  the  sexual  immorality  committed  by  them  and  how  they 

had  turned  from  the  normal  to  perversion  with  homosexuality  both  among  men  and 
women.   In  vss  29  on  he  lists  various  things  which  turned  them  from  God. 
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(Read  vss  29-32).   It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Paul  uses  the  phrase,  "Covenant 
B   akers,"  in  the  31st  verse.,   "e  are  going  to  turn  to  another  protion  of  Scrip- 
ture in  a  moment  in  which  the  Israelites  are  admonished  by  God  not  to  be  "Coven- 
antbreakers." 

But  we  must  remember  that  Paul  was  a  well  educated  Jew.  He  was  a  i-'harisee  and 
with  all  of  his  education  he  knew  the  complete  history  of  the  Israelites  and  how 
they  had  turned  from  God.   He  understood  the  covenants  made  by  Ssdxwitk  them 
with  God  and  how  they  did  not  remain  true  to  them.   Mo  Paul  is  pointing  out  the 
pitfalls  to  the  people  at  the  Church  in  Home,  and  informing  them  that  they  need 
to  look  to  history  and  to  see  what  could  befall  them  if  they  were  not  vigilant 
and  alert. 

Which  brings  us  to  a  portion  of  Scripture  in  which  we  see  some  of  this  history 
revealed.  Let  us  turn  to  the  Qld  Testament  book  of  Leviticus,  the  26th  chapter. 
Last  week  you  will  recall  we  spoke  of  God  wanting  all  of  His  people  to  be  "Do 
E^,s."   To  be  obedient  to  Him  and  to  do  what  He  commands.   We  used  the  example  of 
Moses  being  a  "Do  Bee,"  and  Abraham  Lincoln  being  "A  Do  Bee,"  in  America.   The 
opposite  of  Do  is  naturally,  "Don't"  and  this  is  what  we  have  come  to  this  week. 
We  begin  to  see  that  in  this  26th  chapter  of  Leviticus  God  is  setting  forth  more 
of  His  law  to  the  Israelites,  but  along  with  this  He  is  giving  them  certain 
conditions  with  these  laws. 

Vs  3,  If  they  obey,  then  vss  4,5,  regular  growing  seasons  with  everything  grow- 
ing and  being  nurtured  as  it  should. 

vs  6,  safety  at  home.  They  will  be  able  to  lie  down  at  night  and  sleep  without 
fear  of  attack,  or  breakins. 

vss  7,8m  armed  strength  blessed  by  God  because  they  are  living  under  the  covenant 
agreed  upon  between  them  and  God. 

vs  10,  will  not  be  able  to  consume  all  of  the  old  grain  and  commodities  stored, 
a*,d  will  have  more  than  enough,  and  even  have  difficulty  getting  rid  of  the  old 
because  they  will  be  blessed  with  the  new  crops  in  abundance. 

vs  11,  the  Tabernacle  or  place  of  worship  will  be  among  them  and  they  will  be 
able  to  worship  God  freely,  and  He  will  love  them. 
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Vs  13,  a  reminder  of  what  God  has  done  for  them  in  the  past,  and  thus  is  summed 
x      all  of  the  things  that  will  take  place  if  they  obey,  or  are,  "Do  Bees." 
But  if  they  will  not  listen  and  become  instpad  "Don't  Bees,"  listen  to  what  God 
says  He  will  do:  vss  14- 16a  READ  TEXT.   In  vs  15b,  "But  that  ye  break  my  covenant 
and  isn't  this  the  very  thing  Paul  was  saying  about  them  that  they  were,  "Coven- 
ant Breakers?" 

So  we  see  what  is  going  to  take  place  when  they  are  "Don't  Bees."  Vs  16,  illness 
plagues  and  epidemics.  Planting  grain  and  seed,  but  HHxfeHTcxsxi  little  or  no 
harvest,  the  enemies  eating  fcksx  the  surplus. 

vs  17,  fear  in  the  land  from  known  enemies  and  from  iamgined  ones. 

vs  1%  things  will  begin  to  go  wrong  and  supposed  power  will  become  as  though 

it  were  not  enough  in  the  face  of  ones  enemies,  and  they  will  cry  out 

to  Gofl,  but  no  answer  from  heaven, (Like  iron),  and  the  earth  will  not 

yield  and  be,  (Like  brass), 
vs  20,  land  planted,  little  yield  or  none,  fruit  trees  blighted  or  unable  to  bear 
vs  22,  wild  beasts  killing  children  and  cattle.  Highways  desolate, 
vs  25,  pestilence,  disease 
vs  26,  famine  and  want 
vs  29-39,  cannibalism,  Temple  destroyed,  people  dead  and  u. -buried,  desolation  of 

the  land,  and  dispersion  and  fear,  death  among  heathens  in  strange  lands, 

3ftaKHX&HlixgKKHXHHX:fcBX£K±HfcXHHkxikH±xSKXWHH±Ei: 

Now  all  of  this  came  to  pass  because  the  Israelites  turned  from  God  and  from  the 
Covenant  they  made  with  Him.   We  know  of  course  that  all  of  this  applied  to  the 
Israelites.   But  we  also  know  that  any  nation  which  has  since  that  time,  followed 
after  the  things  of  God,  that  nation  has  been  blessed.   But  nations  who  have  been 
founded  upon  the  things  of  God,  and  have  turned  from  His  ways,  those  nations 
have  fallen  much  ;.ike  Israel,  bo  we  see  here  a  moral  principle  that  has  been 
operative  ever  since.  That  principle  is,  "That  if  a  nation  rejects  the  moral 
law  of  God,  their  destruction  is  inevitable."  Now  if  we  follow  that  principle 
to  its  logical  conclusion  we  can  see  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  significance 
for  America  to  be  found  in  this  portion  of  Scripture.   Now  as  we  said  before, 
this  was  written  to  the  Israelites,  but  we  can  see  much  that  applies  and  is 
b^-xng  made  applicable  to  us  today. 

Our  nation  was  founded  upon  religious  principles  and  in  fact  was  fou  ded  as  "One 
Bation  Under  God. 2  Thus  we  parallel  the  Israelites  from  the  very  beginning  of 
our  nation. 


-it- 
Let  us  go  back  over  a  few  verses  to  see  bow  we  parallel  the  Israelites  in  many 
c   as.   In  vs  16,  God  says  that  He  is  going  to  send  piag  sickness  and  disease 
among  them.   What  have  we  seen  or  know  of  this  in  our  nation?  We  have  been  con- 
cerned with  the  Swine  Flu,,  and  now  the  Victorian  Flu.   The  last  few  years  it  has 
been  the  Asian  Flu,  and  the  Hong  Kong  Flu  and  always  we  are  concerned  that  an 
epidemic  does  not  break  out.   Vs  16,  we  have  sown  our  grain  and  stored  it,  and 
have  sold  it  to  our  enemies,  to  the  extent  that  our  prices  for  flour  and  wheat 
have  increased  greatly.  They  have  benefitted,  while  we  have  had  to  pay  for  it. 

Vs  17,  this  could  apply  to  Viet  Nam  and  the  growth  of  China,  Hussia,  growing 

Many  of  our  people 
stronger  than  we  are.   tf&  live  in  fear  intheir  own  homes  from  burglars  and  thiev- 
es. 

Vs  19,  Our  power  has  been  broken  in  many  areas.  We  are  no  longer  the  world  lea- 
der we  once  were.  Because  of  the  turmoil  in  our  governmi  ment  we  have  cried  as 
a  nation  to  God  and  it  has  been  as  though  the  heavens  were  iron,  for  there  did 
k_j  seem  to  be  any  answers  forthcoming.  We  have  plowed  our  land  and  planted  and 
in  many  areas  the  earth  has  been  as  brass,  unyielding.  In  North  Dakota  where  we 
were  last  summer,  they  were  only  able  to  produce  a  portion  of  what  they  normally 
produce,  and  this  was  produced  at  reduced  prices. 

Vs  20,  We  will  plant  this  year  and  from  the  looks  of  things  now  the  farmers  will 
have  another  exercise  in  futility,  because  it  looks  like  the  land  will  not  yield 
due  to  drought  and  lack  of  water.   The  fruit  trees  will  not  yield  because  of  the 
severe  frosts  and  freezes  in  areas  where  this  normally  does  not  take  place. 
Vs  22,  We  have  seen  wild  beasts  robbing  us  of  our  children  in  the  form  of  those 
who  push  and  sell  drugs,  and  in  the  form  of  teachers  who  teach  things  contrary 
to  the  principles  we  strive  to  instill  in  our  children.   Cattle  have  been  killed 
tejcxHxksx  in  wholesale  numbers  in  certain  areas  by  a  beast  we  have  unleashed  to 
kill  insects,  and  this  has  been  in  the  form  of  insecticide^,   ^nd  isn't  it  ir- 
onic that  God  would  place  in  His  Book  many  thousands  of  years  ago  that  our  High- 
ways shall  be  desolate?"   We  saw  this  a  year  or  so  ago  when  there  was  a  shortage 
of  gasoline,  and  we  may  well  see  it  in  the  near  future. 
Vs  25,  we  have  and  are  being  delivered  by  pestilence  into  the  hands  of  our  en- 
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emies,  only  the  enemies  sometimes  take  the  form  of  our  fellow  Americans  who 
v   Id  live  off  the  hi  exorbitant  profits  they  can  make  on  each  one  of  us.  '.Those 
who  would  seil  commodities  for  grossly  inflated  prices ,  and  take  advantage  of 
those  who  need  those  commodities. 

Vs  26,  we  are  seeing  that  it  t  kes  much  much  more  to  do  what  much  less  did  sever- 
al years  ago.   Inflation  has  overcome  us  in  so  many  ways,  and  we  cannot  pxn  pur- 
chase what  we  once  did  for  a  little,  because  today  it  costs  2  or  5  times  more. 
Here  is  where  the  fulfillment  ends  from  this  portion  of  Scripture.  At  least  it 
ends  for  us.   For  the  Israelites  it  went  on  into  cannibalism,  and  so  on.   But  if 
we  as  a  nation  do  not  put  a  stop  to  our  downward  spiral,  we  too  will  bedome  a 
nation  of  the  past. 

People  are  stating  that  today  there  is  a  sense  of  revival  in  our  land  and  there 
are  signs  pointing  in  that  direction.   But  it  must  become  a  reality  or  we  too 
will  be  overrun  by  our  enemies,   We  must  be  strong  or  we  will  fail.   And  our 
L^.'ength  can  only  come  from  one  source  and  that  is  not  in  nuclear  or  hydrogen 
power,  but  in  the  pwer  of  Almighty  God.   tfe  must  become  a  nation  of  people  who 
are  turned  to  Him  again,  or  we  perish. 

We  not  only  need  the  revival  people  are  claiming  is  coming  about ,  but  we  need 
all  of  our  people  revived.  The  word  Revival  means  to  come  alive,  to  become  fill- 
ed with  new  life.   Friends,  this  new  life  can  only  come  from  and  through  Jesus 
Christ.   We  have  the  advantage  over  the  Israelites  we  have  been  reading  about 
this  morning,  because  we  have  the  New  Covenant,  from  God,  and  that  is  Jesus 
Christ,  do  the  question  again  which  needs  to  be  asked  of  each  of  us  is:  Do  I 
know  this  Christ?  Am  I  one  of  His  followers?   Is  He  my  Savior  and  my  Lord? 
Only  you  can  answer  this.   I  invite  any  of  you  to  step  forth  during  the  singing 
of  our  last  hymn  to  accept  Him  if  you  have  not  done  so  before.   I  will  be  happy 
to  speak  to  any  of  you  who  may  come  forward.   Let  God  speak  to  your  heart  today, 
tii-id  if  He  is  telling  you  to  do  something  about  your  salvation,  won't  you  some 
and  answer  His  call.  Don't  let  your  friends  or  relatives  or  anything  else 

hinder  you.   If  God's  Holy  Spirit  is  speaking  to  your  heart,  answer  that  call 
today. 


"Jesus  Christ  As;  High  Priest" 
Texts:  Heb  9:11-12,  Lev.  15:21-22 

Js  X^  &  NE,Jn"In  Beg  Was  Word"=Js  Xp  at  creation  etc 
G  i   ?lesh=Incarnate  &  many  types, examps  in  OT  peop 
Exegete:  Heb  9:1-14  &  this  lead  2  Lev  16 
vs  1,2,instruc  Aaron 
33  summary 
"29,  10th  day /10th  month/Mid  Sept=Yom  Kippur=NU  Yr 

gaastxnH  Fast  not  feast/spec  4-  Hi  Pr 
"  §0  show  this  &  Pr  2  prep  self 
Bak  2  Vs  3=bull  bot  by  Pr 

"   4=Garments  &  dress 
"   5-the  2  goats 
"   6=Confession  on  bulls  head 
"   7-8=lots  4-  goats 
"   9-10=separation  of  goats 
"   11=killing  of  bull 
»   12-13=Incense 
"   14=bull  blood 

"   15-I6=kill  goat  &  sprink  blud 
"   17=no1  in  Tabernacle  except  Aaron 
"   l8-19=Mix  blud  bull  &  Goat  &  alt.  incen/alta 
"   20-22=8capegoat, confess  &  send  out 
Follow  vss=Aaron  chang  clothes/instructs  dispos  offs 
Js  Xp  as  Hi  Pr=Bcuz  offer  own  blud, not  animal 
Thus  atone  dun  away  1nce  yr 
sins  peop  heap  human  Scapegoat  Js  Xp 
Js  Xp  poked, proded, taunted  by  peop 
Wilderness=thorns, crown  of  Js 
push  over  cliff ^broken  body=Js  Xp,"this  my  body 
broken  4  U" 
A!"1  this  para  Js  Xp  lif  &  all  dun  by  Hi  Pr 
l_.'u  Xp  we  hav  Hi  Pr  intercessor  B4  G  4  Us 
No  need  priest, other  human, can  cum  2  Xp  aks  4givene 
So  we  cum  2  His  table  &  jo$n  Him  meal  remera 
and  we  ask  1nce  again  4  forgiveness. 


"Jesus  Christ  As:  High  Priest" 

Texts:  Hebrews  9:1,1,12,  BUT  CHRTST  BEING  COME  AN  HIGH  PRIEST  OP  GOOD  THINGS  TO 

COME  BY  A  GREATER  AND  MORE  PERFECT  TABERNACLE,  NOT  MADE 
WITH  HANDS,  THAT  IS  TO  SAY,  NOT  OP  THIS  BUILDING;  NEITHER 
BY  THE  BLOOD  OP  GOATS  AND  CALVES,  BUT  BY  HIP  OWN  BLOOD 
HE  ENTERED  IN  ONCE  INTO  THE  HOLY  PLACE,  HAVING  OBTAINED 
ETERNAL  REDEMPTION  POR  US. 

Leviticus  16:21,22.      AND  AAROON  SHALL  LAY  BOTH  HIS  HANDS  UPON  THE  HEAD  OP  THE 

LIVE  GOAT,  AND  CONFESS  OVER  HIM  ALL  THE  INIQUITIES  OP 
THE  CHILDREN  OF  ISRAEL,  AND  ALL  THEIR  TRANSGRESSIONS  IN 
ALL  THEIR  SINS,  PUTTING  THEM  UPON  THE  HEAD  OF  THE  GOAT, 
AND  SHALL  SEND  THEM  HIM  AWAY  BY  THE  HAND  OF  A  FIT  MAN 
INTO  THE  WILDERNESS:   AND  THE  GOAT  SHALL  BEAR  UPON  HIM 
ALL  THEIR  INIQUITIES  INTO  A  LAND  NOT  INHABITED:  AND  HE 
SHALL  LET  GO  THE  GOAT  IN  THE  WILDERNESS. 

We  normally  do  not  think  of  Jesus  Christ  as  being  tfound  in  any  other  part  of  the 

Bible  except  the  New  Testament.   But  this  is  because  we  think  of  Him  usually  in 

only  human  terms.   We  say  He  was  the  Son  of  God  and  forget  that  He  was  God  on 

earth.   We  forget  that  He  was  God  incarnate,  God  in  the  flesh.  This  means  that 

He  was  all  that  John  and  the  other  Gospel  writers  said  of  Him.  John  said,  "In 

the  beginning  was  the  Word."  The  beginning  was  creation.  The  word  "Was"  means 

t^at  "The  Word,,"  which  is  Jesus  Christ,  was  at  the  creation.   This  means  that 

He  was  operative  with  God  from  the  very  foundation  ofvthe  world.   This  means 

then  that  He  is  to  be  found  throughout  the  Old  Testament  in  fefeax±±XHKxs£  many 

^BnapiKxxxxKXESHxteBXEHKH  ways.  The  plan  of  God  as  set  forth  through  His  Son  is 

revealed  in  the  lives  of  many  OT  people,  and  in  many  types,  which  point  to  Him. 

The  author  of  Hebrews  tells  us  in  the  9th  chapter  of  the  Tabernacle  of  the  Lord. 

He  explains  in  the  first  few  verses,  (vss  1-5) ,  what  the  Tabenacle  contained 

and  what  it  looked  like.  Then  in  vss  6  and  7,  he  explains  about  the  priest 

going  into  the  Tabernacle  and  ministering,  and  only  going  into  the  Holy  of 

Holies  only  once  a  year,  This  was  the  Day  of  Atonement. 

The  writer  explains  that  the  priest  performed  several  functions  according  to 

all  of  the  rituals  set  forth,  but  none  of  these  were  able  to  make  the  priest 

perfect,  nor  to  completely  cleanse  the  people  from  their  sins.   It  is  at  this 

■  int  that  he  explains  the  significance  of  Jesus  Christ  and  he  refers  to  Him  as 

a  High  Priest,  vss  11-12). 

Thus  we  understand  that  Jesus  Christ  As:  Hig b  Priest,"  has  a  special  meaning  for 

us.   We  understand  then,  that  He  was  more  than  a  New  Testament  person,  but  that 

way  back  in  the  ritual  of  the  Day  Of  Atonement,  God  was  making  nrovision  for 
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mankind.   But  we  need  to  look  at  what  provisions  God  made  for  this  and  in  order 

in 
do  this  we  must  turn  ia  the  OT  to  the  hook  of  Leviticus,  and  the  16th  chapter. 

In  verse  1  we  read  that  God  spoke  to  Moses  following  the  deaths  of  2  of  Aaron's 

sons  who  had  offered  sac  the  wrong  kind  of  sacrifice  to  God. 

Vs  2  God  tells  Moses  to  instruct  Aaron  that  he  dannot  come  into  the  Holy  of 

Holies  at  all  times,  and  thus  God  begins  to  give  instructions  for  the  Day  of 

Atonement.   The  summary  of  why  this  is  all  being  done  is  found  in  the  33rd  verse 

of  this  16th  chapter,  where  we  Ex&a  read,  (read  vs  33). 

In  vs  29,  God  instructs  the  people  that  they  are  to  come   together  on  the  10th 

day  of  the  7th  month  for  this  special  day.   It  was  a  day  of  "Afflicting  their 

souls."  It  was  not  a  feast,  hut  a  fast.  Everyone  fasted  even  the  boys  and 

girls,  and  the  really  devout  Jews  fasted  for  the  10  days  which  immediately  pre- 

ceeded  the  actual  Day.  The  Day  of  Atonement  was  10  days  after  the  beginning  of 

the  Jewish  New  Year,  and  this  is  about  the  middle  of  September  in  our  calendar, 

1  it  is  called,  "Yom  Kippur."   For  the  High  Priest  this  Day  of  Atonement  was 

to 
the  greatest  in  his  life,   it  was  hh  this  day  that  all  of  his  duties  and  cere- 
monies Esa±±yx±Hist  throughout  the  rest  of  the  year  led  him.  Verse  30  points  this 
out.   God  points  out  in  vs  32,  that  the  priest  prepares  himself  by  putting  on 
the  holy  garments  of  his  office. 

So  it  is  at  vs  3  that  God  begins  to  give  the  specific  instructions  iSor  this 
Day.  The  bullock,  (vs  3),  is  purchased  by  the  priest  himself,  at  his  own  ex- 
pense. This  bull  is  brought  Into  the  Tabernacle,  and  standing  in  full  sight  of 
all  the  people  he  places  his  hands  on  the  bulls  head,  and  confesses  his  sin, 
and  the  sin  of  his  house lhold,  which  would  be  all  of  the  priests. 
(Illustration  of  this  confession). 

Vs  7,  He  is  instructed  to  have  2  goats  brought  forth.   There  was  an  urn  with  the 
sacred  lots  or  dice  in  it.  The  High  Priest  would  place  both  hands  in  the  urn 
c.i.d  remove  the  sacred  lots,  one  in  each  hand.  One  was  marked,  "For  the  Lord," 
and  the  other  was  marked,  "For  Azazel,"  which  m>;ant  scapegoat.   This  is  where 
we  get  the  term  sacpegoat  for  today.  A  tongue  shaped  piece  of  red  ribbon  was 
tied  to  the  horn  of  the  scapegoat.  At  this  point  the  priest  turned  to  the  bull 
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at  the  altar  and  kills  it.   Its  throat  was  slit  and  the  blood  was  caught  by  an- 

ier  priest  in  a  basin.   The  priest  kept  moving  the  basin  to  prevent  the  blood 

from  clotting.   The  High  Priest  took  some   ot  coals  and  placed  them  in  a  censer 

and  some  incense  on  a  special  dish,  and  then  went  into  the  Holy  of  Holies  to 

in 
burn  this  fragrant  incense  kEfsEH  the  very  presence  of  God.  He  was  not  to  stay 

in  there  too  long  under  the  penalty  of  death.  The  people  literally  waited  with 

bated  breath  for  his  return,  and  when  he  came  out,  they  breathed  an  audille  sigh 

of  relief.   Then  the  ^igh  Priest  took  the  basin  of  the  bulls  tolood  and  xmMSJis.±s. 

re-entered  the  Holy  of  holies.  He  took  the  blood  and  sprintled  it  7  times  up 

and  7  times  down  inside  the  H0Jy  of  ^olies.   Then  he  came  out  and  he  killed  the 

goat  marked  "For  the  Lord."   Its  blood  was  caught  in  a  basin  and  he  took  this 

into  the  Holy  of  Holies.   When  he  came  out  he  mixed  the  goats  blood  and  the 

blood  of  the  bull  together  and  7  times  he  isprinkled  this  blood  in  the  horns  of 

'his  was  the  altar  outside  the 
the  altar  of  incense,  and  on  the  altar  itself.  The  remaining  blood  was  laid  at 
F  of  H. 
w.e  foot  of  the  altar.    Thus  the  Holy  of  holies,  the  Holy  Place,  was  cleansed, 

and  atonement  was  made  by  the  blood. 

Then  came  the  most  dramatic  part  of  this  ritual  when  the  live  goat  was  brought 
forward,  vs  20.   Then  in  vss  21-22  are  given  the  instructions  for  Aaron  about 
this  goat.   (Read  illustration  from  Mishnah  about  Sacpegoat). 
How  from  all  of  this  we  see  that  Jesus  Christ  served  as  God's  High  Priest  be- 
cause He  offered  not  the  blood  of  animals,  but  His  own  blood  for  mankind.   Thus 
was  done  away  all  of  this  need  for  this  ritual  once  a  year.   We  see  the  sins  of 
the  people  being  heaped  on  another  Sacpegoat,  a  human  Scapegoat,  and  that  ag^in 
was  Jesus  Christ.   And  so  we  confess  out-  sins  before  Him,  and  not  before  a  man. 
We  see  the  goat  being  led  out  to  the  wilderness,  and  Jesus  took  the  place  of 
that  goat.   We  see  him  being  poked  and  prodded,  and  the  taunts  of  the  people 
standing  nearby.   There  is  a  significance  also  in  the  fact  that  in  the  wildernes 
ta^e  to  be  found  thorns  and  briars.   Thorns  encircled  Jesus  head.   When  the  goat 
was  pushed  over  the  cliff,  it  was  a  broken  body  before  it  reached  the  bottom. 
Jesus  said  to  Hid  disciples  at  the  Last  bupper,  "This  is  my  body  which  was  bro- 
ken for  you."   Thus  we  see  the  many  significant  things  that  were  done  on  the 


Day  of  Atonement,  and  which  were  done  by  the  uigh  Priest  on  behalf  of  the  neople 

i  how  all  of  this  parallels  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ,   Through  His  sacrifice 
of  Himself  on  the  cross,  He  became  for  each  believer  the  High  Priest,  that  each 
believer  can  have  as  an  intercessor  for  us  to  God. 

No  longer  is  there  a  need  for  a  human  priest  or  intercessor  to  come  to  God  on 
our  behalfl.  tfe  have  Christ,  and  He  is  our  ^igh  Priest  and  the  one  to  forgive 
us. 

So  as  we  come  to  His  table,  we  come  to  join  Him  in  this  meal  of  remembrance  and 
to  ask  Him  once  again  for  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins. 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvani  a 
First  Sunday    in  Lent  February  2ft     f977 

The  Rev.    Ralph   C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Kav   Morris,    Organist 
Mrs,.   Cynd  i  e  Svbert,    ¥quth   Chqjr  Director 
Lori    Za wacky,   Wary  Dellen  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -    I  I  s 00  A.M. 

Prelude  "Choral"  Bqeu-mann 

•Processional  Hymn  No-    fS4   "All  hail  the  pc-er  of 

Jesus '   name" 

^Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*Exhortat ion 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Mighty  Gqd,  by  your  po^'ER  19 
Christ  raised  from  death  to  rule  this  world  with  love* 
We  confess  that  we  have  not  believed  in  Him,  but  tall 
into  doubt  and  fear.   Gladness  has  no  home  in  our:  hearts, 
and  gratitude  is  slight.   Forgive  our  dread  of  dyins,  our 
hopelessness,  and  set  us  free  for  joy  in  the  victory  of 
Jesus  Christ  who  was  dead  but  lives,  and  will  put  down 
every  power  that  hurts  or  destroys,  when  your  promised 

KINGDOM    COMES.        AMEN. rt 

"Kyrie      (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  or  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

*P«AI BE 

•Pastor  :       '0    Lord    OPEN   OUR    lips. 

•People:      And   our  mouth  shall   show   forth  thy  praise 
•Doxoloqy        No.    55' 
Scripture:  Acts   3:    I2-2& 

Hymn   Wo*    29  -   Page    16    (Favorite  Old  Hymns) 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith        (Apostles'    Creed) 
•Gloria   Patrj 
Call  to   Prayer 

Pastor!      The   Lord   be  with   you- 
People:      And  *ith   thy  spirit. 
Pastor!      Let  us,   Pray. 
Prayer   and   Prayer    Response 
Of^eri ns 

Offertory :  "Prayer"  Boellmann 

Anthem:      "What  Color    is   God"   sung    by  the   Youth  Choir 
p-rmon:  "JESUS   CHRIST  AS:      Prophet" 


;> 


Prayer   and   Lord 's   Prayer 

Hymn  No.    ^\S        "Jesus,    Lover  of  my  Soul" 

Benediction  and  Three   Fold  Amen 

Orsan  Postlude:  "Minuet"  Boellmann 

-,___■._.■._   'Congregat  Hon   Standing  -   -    -   -   -   -  - 

The   Lovely   Flowers   on    the  Altar  have   seen   placed   by 

The  McClymonds   Family   in  memory  of   "Loveo  Ones". 
Serving   as   Ushers  today   are:     *Richard  mangel, 

Don   Kingsley,    Art   Carney,    Garv  Penar   ano   John  Dreher. 
Elder   and  Mrs.    Howard   Bolam  will   sreet   the   people   at 

the   door   today. 
The   attendance   last   Sunoay  was    I90.    On  Ash  Wednesday 

a   total  of    150  Communed. 
Tonight   -  7;0n  -   Builoing   and  Planning  Comm.   Meeting. 
Tonight   -  7:00  -  Youth  Fellowship. 
Monday  -   8:30-   Jr,    Basketball  vs.    St.   Mary's 
Wed.   -  7:30  -   Lenten  Church  Service  ~$4faC    tf/tfl&f 
Wed,    -  Rjght  after   the   Service   -  Council  Meeting, 
Thurs.    -   The  Newsletter  will   be  published   -   please 

have  all  the   material    in  by  wed* 
Thurs.    -   7 :3^  ~  ^r.    Basketball  vs.    Salvation  Army 
Thurs.   -  7:00  -  Bible  Stuoy    in  the  Undercroft, 
Fri.    -    1:30  P.M.    -   L'jORLP  DAY  OF  PRAYER  -    \ bt  Methodist 

Church,    The  Speaker  will   be   Rev.    John   D.    Patterson. 
Sat,    -  3:00  P.M.    Sr,    Basketball  -  vs.    Community  Alliance. 
Nursery  will  be   provided   today  by;    Virginia  Mangel, 

Betty   Carney   and  Jodie  Marte. 
Hqsp 1  tali ?ed :      Mr.    Harold   Sanobach,    Mr,    Robert 

Peters.     '-/!<■-    /i  «•#/. 

The  First   United  Church  of  Christ,    Apollo,    Pa.    have 

EXTENDED  AN  I NV  I  TAT  ION  TO  St.  PAUL1©  TO  ATTEND   REV. 

Currier's    [nstallation     tupav  at  *?  P.M,    Our   Pastor 

WILL  TAKE  PART  IN  THE  SERVICE  (DETAILS  ON  BULLETIN  Bp,  ) 

Sun.  -  March  ^3  -  3:00  P.M.  Mr.  Fred  Frank  featueed 
soloist  with  "The  Hour  of  Power"  will  have  a  Sacred 
Concert  at  St.  Mark's  Church.  Congregation  is  invited- 

We  will  be  taking  in  «ew  members  on  Palm  Sunday  - 
If  you  know  of  anyone  who  is  interested  in  coming 
into  our  Church  please  leave  the  Pastor  know  or  put 
a  slip  in  the  Offering  plate  and  they  will  be  contacted. 

March  \2  -   Saturday  -  The  Youth  Fellowship  will  go 
Cave  Exploring.   They  will  leave  from  the  Church  at 
9 no  P.M. 


)  uj/te*,j     r»  £>AX    SM 
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"Jesus  Christ  As:  Prophet" 
rexts:  Acts  5:22-23;   Num  12:6-8a 

End  Serm(Title) ,revu  4  thoz  abs  Jed 
12chap  rium     .j£3Tj£=Thus  Moses  1st  Great  Prophet  G 

Deut  13:15,.  qyEGBTE  — — 

Thus  wen  speak  Proph' s  need  underst  wat  was  or  is 
(IT   s  Prepared  for  Coming  events »Pa  Dutch  wife/hus) 
^P*rtipa'rs  no  -cnis=no  look  fut,read  t  leav, palms, cryst 
ball,gaz  stars  etc. 
3e  1  who  gav  me s sag  G  lay  on  hart 
NABI=4th  ri£e,4th  teller, speak  boldly, fearlessly  4  G 

On  in  chap  G  set  4th  trst  tru  Proph  disting/fals  pro 
/JILL  NOT  SPEAK  WAT  a   wn  ^MMfl^T?  P.VWJLK 
Js  Xp  &  how  compar  2  this  tpast?fRftad  Exanrps') 
G  ask  quest  in  vs  21  peop  ask  &  anser  vs  22 
3os  Js  Xp  stack  up  this  test? 
Folio  lif  manger  2  grav  &  C  truth, anser  2  wat  say 
This  wat  Pete  try  tell  Jews  Scrip  4  this  AM 
Ant p  va  ?^=ring  4th  lik  Deut  from  G 
Phi s  why  hav  proclam  of  Word  in  Xp's  Churc h 
A  preach/pastor , is  mod  Proph  4  Lord 

Must  B  man  call  by  G  2  proclaim  G*s  Proph  Js  Xp 
Las  wk  sed','Hist  repeat  self" 

dur  lif  giant  Proph  Jere,G's  peop  clos  ear  2  tru 
prophs  of  G  &  listen  2  false  prophs  insted  &  hear  wat 
(Illus  i^arly  Romans  Chicken  Irophecy.)         want  hea 
vVe  liv  similar  age, many  congs  peop  cum  worsh  G  with 
clos  mind  &  resist  Gosp  messag  if  preached 
3um  ch's  preachy better  no  preach  salv, repent ,nu  birth 
But  preach  mus  stan  4th  as  mod  £roph  G 
We  hav  gold  opp  2  shar  messag  f rend, neighb, etc 
Man  no  chang  futur  if  nm  list  2  Lord's  messag 
G  i/t  man  2  chang  hart  &  if  no  do  G  say  V3  2$, ACTS 
Thez  G's  word  condemn  2  thoz  kh  will  no  Bliev 
I"  rne  again  need  look  inward  this  season  8b  reflect 
teth  herd  Proph  &  wat  our  respons  has  been 


"Jesus  Christ  As:  Prophet" 

Texts:  Acts  3:22-25, 

Numbers  1 2 : 6-8a , 

MOSE  TRULY  SAID  UNTO  THE  FATHERS,  A  PROPHET  SHALL  THE  LOHD  YOUR  GOD  RAISE  UP 
UNTO  YOU  OF  YOUR  BRETHREN,  LIKE  UNTO  HE;  HIM  SHALL  YE  HEAR  IN  ALL  THINGS  WHATSO- 
EVER HE  SHALL  SAY  UNTO  YOU.   AND  IT  SHALL  COME  TO  PASS,  THAT  EVERY  SOUL  WHICH 
WILL  NOT  HEAR  THAT  PROPHET,  SHALL  BE  DESTROYED  FROM  AMONG  THE  PEOPLE. 

AND  HE  SAID,  HEAR  NOW  MY  WORDS:  IF  THERE  BE  A  PROPHET  AMONG  YOU,  I  THE  LOHD  WILL 
MAKE  MYSELF  KNOWN  TO  HIM  IN  A  VISION,  AND  WILL  SPEAK  UNTO  HIM  IN  A  DREAM.   MY 
SERVANT  MOSES  IS  NOT  SO,  WHO  IS  FAITHFUL  IN  ALL  MINE  HOUSE.   WITH  HIM  WILL  I 
SPEAK  MOUTH  TO  MOUTH,  EVEN  PLAINLY,  AND  NOT  IN  DARK  SPEECHES;  AND  THE  SIMILITUDE 
OF  THE  LORD  SHALL  HE  BEHOLD 

This  is  the  second  in  a  series  of  messages  depicting  Jesus  Christ  in  different 
roles,  and  with  different  titles.   '''or  those  of  you  who  were  not  here  on  Jednes4 
day,  we  spoke  of  Jesus  Christ  as  High  Priest.  There  are  many  types,  and  many 
similar  figures  of  Jesus  Christ  depicted  in  the  0*  from  which  we  will  be  preach- 
ing this  Lenten  season. 

Today  we  are  going  to  look  at,  "Jesus  Christ  As:  Prophet."   In  order  to  do  so 
let  us  turn  to  the  book  of  Skm£  Numbers  the  12th  chapter.  :!e   are  going  to  look 
?   a  few  verses  In  this  chapter  pertaining  to  Moses.   The  story  behind  this 
scripture  is  that  Miriam  and  Aaron  spoke  against  Moses  for  several  reasons,  and 
they  ^HaatiHKsetxwtistiiHixtiiffxiiHEiixkaiixaHiyxK^BkHHX  questioned  among  themselves 
that  God  had  not  just  spoken  through  Hoses,  but  He  has  spoken  through  them  as 
well.   And  we  read  that  the  Lord  heard  what  they  said,  and  He  called  them  away 
from  the  rest  of  the  congregation,  to  the  Tabernacle  where  God  was  going  to 
appear  among  them.   And  so  they  came  apart  from  the  other  people  and  God  deeeend- 
ed  to  them  in  a  cloud,  and  He  spoke  to  them. 

Vs  6,  (Read),  God  is  saying  that  if  He  wants  a  prophet  among  the  people,  He  will 
make  uimself  known  to  that  person  in  dreams  and  visions. 

Vs  7,  God  goes  on  to  state  that  Moses  is  not  that  sort  of  prophet,  for  ±£   God 
wants  to  talk  to  Moses,  vs  8),  He  will  talk  to  him  person  to  person,  and  it  will 
not  be  in  veiled  speeches,  and  the  likeness  of  God  he  will  see. 
I   *e  then  we  see  that  Moses  is  esteemed  by  God  as  the  first  great  prophet. 
Now  if  we  turn  to  the  book  of  Deuteronomy,  the  18th  chapter  beginning  with?. the 

15th  verse.   In  this  chapter  as  In  msskxiaf  all  of  this  book,  hoses  is  telling 
the  people  of  past  history,  and  of  the  things  God  wants  them  to  know.   He  is 
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Vs  15,  Here  Moses  is  telling  the  people  that  God  is  going  to  send  forth  a  pro- 
l      t  from  their  very  midst.   Meaning,  that  the  prophet  will  "be  Jewish,,  and  will 
be  from  one  of  the  tribes  of  Israel,  and  this  prophet  will  be  similar  to  Moses. 
They  are  to  listen  to  him  and  boey  what  he  tells  them. 

Vs  16,  looses  reminds  the  people  that  they  were  frightened  at  Mt.  Horeb  and  had 
asked  for  a  mediatos. 

Vs  17,   °o  ^od  s^saksxiaxMasea  had  spoken  to  Moses  and  had  told  him  that  the  peo- 
ple had  spoken  well. 

Vs  18,  therefore,  God  is  going  to  send  forth  a  prophet  like  rloses  from  among 
the  Jews  themselves,  and  He  will  speak  God's  words,  and  shall  follow  what  uottt 
commands  of  Him. 

Vs  19,  In  this  verse  God  gives  a  warning  to  all  who  would  not  hear  and  listen 
to  this  prophet.   The  warning  is  that,  "God  will  require  it  of  him,"  and  this 
type  of  warning  is  usually  in  the  loss  of  life  or  of  rewards.  Remember  this 
1   -se,  because  in  a  short  time  we  will  be  hearing  it  again  from  yet  another 
source. 

Now  when  we  speak  of  God's  Prophets  we  need  to  understand  what  a  Prophet  was  or 
id. 

(Illustration  of  Pa.  Dutch  family  and  father  dying,  but  save  ham  for  funeral) 
This  is  not  what  a  prophet  was.   His  main  task  was  not  to  look  to  the  future. 
He  was  not  a  crystal  ball  g-,zer,  or  a  tea  leaf  reader,  or  a  pamm  reader,  or  any 
of  the  other  shysters  who  would  pass  themselves  off  as  Jod's  Prophets.   He  was 
one  who  gc,ve  the  message  God  laid  on  his  heart.   The  Hebrew  word  for  prophet 
is  NABI.   Nabi  means,  one  who  tells  forth.   One  who  speaks  forthrightly  God's 
message.   He  was  not  a  fore-teller,  but  more  a  f orth-teller,   Speaking  boldly 
and  fearlessly  God's  message.   And  so  it  is  that  we  read  on  in  this  chapter  and 
we  see  that  God  sets  forth  a  test  whereby  a  true  prophet  can  be  distinguished 
i_om  a  false  prophet.   In  vs  20,  God  says  that  a  true  prophet  will  not  speak 
words  in  God's  name  which  God  has  not  commanded  him  to  spea:.  In  other  words  a 

true  prophet  will  not  be  speaking  just  to  hear  himself  talk.   Now  if  Jesus  Christ 
is  the  prophet  spoken  of  in  this  chapter,  how  did  He  measure  up  to  this  first 
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test?   (Examples  of  Jesus  speaking  what  God  told  a±m   to  sppak:  Jn  6:63;  7:17; 

26;  8:28;  xxx&gx  12:47-50;  14:10;  17:13). 
This  should  prov-e  to  anyone  seeking  proof  that  Jesus  Christ  was  that  true  pro- 
phet God  predicted  would  come. 

But  God  knew  that  man  would  always  question  His  messengers  and  so  He  anticipated 
their  questions  by  asking  what  they  would  ask  in  vs  21.   In  vs  22,  he  gives  the 
answer.   If  what  the  prophet  speaks  comes  true,  then  the  prophet  is  real.   And 
if  his  prophecy  pzsxssxtaxfeK  does  not  come  true,  then  his  prophecy  is  false, 
and  he  is  a  false  prophet. 

Again  we  must  ask  the  question,  "How  does  Jesus  Christ  stack  up  against  this 
test?"    Well  if  we  follow  His  life  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave,  we  can  see 
that  He  spoke  truth  about  Himself,  about  His  mission  in  the  world,  «nd  that  all 
of  His  prophecies  concerning  Himself  came  true. 
This  is  what  Peter  and  John  were  striving  to  convey  to  the  Jews  in  the  Temple 

Jerusalem.  They  had  been  with  Jesus.   They  had  seen  ^im  perform  His  mighty 
works  of  healing,  and  raising  the  dead.  They  knew  He  was  more  that  ^ust  an 
extraordinary  person.   'his  is  what  Peter  was  saying  as  we  read  in  the  22nd  and 
the  23rd  verses  of  xx  the  3rd  chapter  of  Acts. 
The  words  of  the  23rd  verse  ring  forth  in  truth  as  they  did  from  the  very  mouth 

of  God  in  Deuteronomy  concerning  God's  prophet  to  come  Jesus  Christ.   This  is 

o 

why  we  have  the  proclamation  of  the  -'ord  in  Christ's  Church.   A  preacher,  or 

Pastor,  or  whatever  you  choose  to  call  him,  is  to  be^nodern  day  prophet  for  the 

Lord.   HaxHRXxHHfexKaKiiqExaiixHXxitra  He  must  be  a  man  called  by  God  to  proclaim 

God's 

Mis  Prophet,  Jesus  Christ. 

We  said  last  week  that  history  has  a  way  of  repeating  itself,  and  this  is  true 

in  so  many  areas  of  life.   During  the  time  of  one  of  the  giants  of  Prophecy, 

Jeremiah,  God's  people  closed  their  ears  to  the  true  prophets  of  God  and  listene 

.iStead  to  the  false  prophets.   They  only  heard  what  they  wanted  to  hear. 

The  early  Romans  had  what  was  known  as,  "Prophecy  by  chickens," 

(Illustaation  of  this). 
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We  live  in  a  similar  age.   In  many  congregations  the  people  come  to  worship  God 
wi   closed  minds,  and  closed  hearts,  and  they  resist  hearing  the  Gospel  message 
if  it  is  preached.   In  fact,  in  some  churches  the  preacher  better  not  mention 
sin,  and  repentence,  and  salvation,  and  the  new  birth.   But  this  is  where  the 
congregation  and  the  preacher  need  to  stand  forth  as  the  modern  day  prophets  of 
God.   We  have  a  golden  opportunity  in  our  age  to  share  this  message  with  our 
friends  and  neighbors  and  all  those  with  whom  we  come  in  contact. 
Man  cannot  change  the  future  by  refusing  to  listen  to  what  he  doesn't  want  to 
hear.   The  Lord  has  spoken  and  the  message  of  salvation,  judgement  and  reward 
cannot  be  altered.   The  thin  which  needs  to  be  changed  is  mans  heart,  and  if  he 
refuses  this,  then  God  says  ,  "And  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  every  soul  which 
will  not  hear  that  prophet,  shall  be  destroyed  from  among  the  people."   These  are 
God's  words  of  condemnation  to  those  who  will  not  believe.   Once  again  we  need 
to  look  inward  during  this  season,  and  reflect  on  whether  we  have  heard  that 
pi  het  and  responded  or  not. 


"Jesus  Christ  AsL  31  Living  Stone" 
lexts: Numbers  20:7-11,   1  Peter  2:4-8 

CX   is  Michelangelo  &  statue  of  Moses) 
BaKground  pel;  rocks  &  mine 
In  G's  Word  stones  hav  diff  meaning  &  we  look  now 
I7   pn,ppnp  Tf=i.  wildernes  Zin,no  water, complain  Hosee 
Aaron, Mos, go  b4  L  in  Tab  &  L  giv  instruc 
other  lessons  here, but  concentrat  water  from  rock 
vs  8,  G  tell  call  peop  2getaer  &  speak  rock  &  water 
ri  11,  Mos  strik  2,&  nor  than  enuf  4  peop  &  cattle 

Here  typ,imitat  Xp  2  cum=peop  need  water/die 
G  supply  lif sav, lif giv  commodity  needed 
4  peop  Is.  cam  from  rock, hard, strong, firm= 
This  Js  Xp=Hard, strong, unyield  2  press/oppo 
Water  cam  4th  clean, pure ,lif sustain=Js  Xp 
He  abl  giv  lif  &  mor  abund=so  is  luv, mercy  Js  Xp 
Mos  also  typ  Xp=he  operat  Bhalf  G, 
"  serv  minis  B4  G, Bhalf  peop  &  this  Xp  did  mankind 
Analogy  Btween  sumthin  ded/cum  aliv=Liv  Stone  Js  Xp 
24  diff  times,  18  diff  books  Bib^term  ^one,rock 
tV,  nm^^s^fSTr?  n1m1  nt=.tTXt)  reveal  as   same 
1  Peter  &  Scrip:  He  talk  Xpain  Jews=nu  babes, milk 
vs  4,  Xp  as  Living  Stone  &  remind  He  reject  by  men 
indirect  say  Isa  55. HB  DESPISED  REJECTED  MEN 
"  5,  by  assoc  Xp=Living  Stones, tney  priests  by 
■ — J  Blong  2  |ncx  Hi  Pr,Js  Xp 

Pr  hav  access  2  G,&  hav  opp  2  bring  others 
ther4  shud  liv  holy  lif ,sep  from  many  things 
world 
vss  6-7,  Quot  Ps  118,  Js  quot  as  well 

Peter  acknow  Js  Xp  rock  Ch  bilt  as  told  Hii 

Gh  bilt  on  Xp, found  by  Him,surviv  thru  Hii 

vs~8,  Pete  speak  2  thoz  only  know  Js  as  stumbl  block 

'  stone  trip  over, must  B  remov 

Pete  draw  knowledge  Paul  who  say  &  wrote 
Read:  Romans  9:  31 -'^3,  1  Cor  1:23. 

Thus  we  C  Js  Xp  3  separate  distinct  LIVING  STONES. 
J. HE  CORNER  STONE  OF  CH,&  CH  LIV  MOV  THRU  HIM 
*2ThE  STONE  STUMBLE  2  THOZ  WHO  NO  HEAR  &  REFUS  ACCPT 
—"AS  LORD  &  SAVIOR. 
3. HE  LIV  STONE  FROM  WHICH  FLO  LIV  WATER  GIV  BY  FATHE] 
--  2  ALL  WHO  PARTAK  &  BLIEV. 

HE  TTNT.TK  ANY  STQM  WE  KNO  OR  HAV  SEEN. 
"TnTTZOCK  AGES,FTRM  STRONG  ?B  FTRM  EnTTND  ANY1  LIFE 
~~YET  HE  GENTT.LUVING^.  STRETCH  4thNATT,  Kt;AHKKI) 
'  ;lNDS_2  THOZ  V?H0  WILL  CUff  2  HIM  4  REFUG ~ 

LIVING  STONE." 


"Jesus  Christ  As:  A  Living  Stone" 

Texts:  Numbers  20:7-11 
1  Peter  2:4-8 

(illustration  of  Michelangelo  and  statue  of  Moses) 

A  stone  is  an  inanimate  object.   A  year  or  so  ago  someone  got  the  bright  idea 
to  market  stones  as  pets.   The  fad  caught  on  and  the  individual  involved  made  a 
fortune  on  the  idea.   Last  year  for  my  birthday  some  of  our  young  people  decided 
that  I  needed  a  pet  for  my  desk  and  so  they  presented  me  with  this  rock  complete 
with  a  handmade  tie.   The  tie  is  rather  to  my  liking,  but  a  little  short  to  be 
worn  by  me.   The  rock  has  sat  upon  my  desk  and  has  not  moved.   But  we  think  of 
stones  or  rocks  in  terms  of  having  no  life.   But  in  God's  Word  stones  have  taken 
on  a  different  meaning  and  that  is  what  we  are  going  to  look  at  tonight. 
In  the  OT  book  of  Numbers  in  the  20th  chapter  we  see  a  reference  to  this.  The 
people  of  Ulsrael  were  in  the  wilderness  of  Zin,  and  they  could  find  no  water,  and 
so  they  began  to  murmur  against  Moses.   So  Moses  and  Aaron  go  before  the  Lord  in 
t*ie  Tabernacle  and  the  Lord  appears  to-.them  and  gives  them  instructions.   How 
there  are  some  other  lessons  to  be  found  in  this  portion  of  Scripture,  but  we 
are  going  to  dispense  with  them  at  this  point  and  concentrate  instead  on  the 
water  from  the  rock. 

In  vs  8,  God  tells  Moses  and  Aaron  to  call  the  people  together  and  to  speak  to 
the  rock  and  water  will  come  forth. 

And  so  Moses  and  Aaron  gather  the  people  together  as  instructed,  and  Moses 
strikes  the  rock  twice  with  his  rod,(vs  HO,  and  water  comes  out  in  such  an 
amount  that  all  of  the  people  were  -.ble  to  drink  and  so  were  the  cattle.   Here 
again  we  see  a  type  or  imitation  of  Jesus  Christ  to  come  at  a  later  time.   The 
people  were  in  need  of  water.   They  were  in  danger  of  being  exterminated,  both 
them  and  their  cattle.   Without  water  a  person  cannot  exist  for  long.   We  can 
go  without  food  for  long  periods  of  time,  but  we  must  have  water  daily  or  the 
1  dy  dies  up  and  dehydrates,  and  doath  follows.   So  it  is  at  this  point  that 
God  supplies  the  life  giving,  or  life  saving  commodity  they  needed. 
It  came  from  within  the  rock.   The  rock  was  and  is  something  hard  and  £ii  firm 
and  strong.   This  was  Jesus  Christ.   He  was  hard  and  firm  to  the  extent  that  He 
was  unyielding  in  the  face  of  pressure  and  opposition.   He  was  strong  to  the 
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extent  that  He  was  able  to  endure  the  strenuos  life  He  lived  without  falling 
<   rt. 

The  water  which  came  forth  was  clean  and  pure  and  life  sustaining,  and  again 
this  was  and  is  Jesus  Christ.   He  is  clean  and  pure  and  untainted  from  sin,  yet 
He  is  able  to  give  life  and  give  it  more  abunadantly.    the  water  which  sprung 
from  the  r  ick  was  in  an  abundant  supply,  and  so  is  the  love  and  mercy  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Moses,  the  one  who  struck  the  rock  to  bring  forth  the  water,  is  at  this  point 
alos  a  type  of  Christ,  for  he  was  acting  on  behalf  o&   Cod.   He  was  the  servant 
ministering  before  God  on  behalf  of  the  people.   This  is  what  Jesus  Christ  did 
and  does  for  mankind.   And  so  it  is  that  we  can  see  the  analogy  between  some- 
thing which  is  dead,  being  called  alive.   The  stone  is  inanimate  in  itself, 
but  when  from  it  can  come  life  sustaining  forces,  then  it  becomes  a  "Living 
SJrone,"  and  this  is  Jesus  Christ. 


Cl 

24- ""different  times,  in  18  different  books  of  the  Bible  we  read  the  use  of  the 
term  rock,  or  stone,  and  each  time  it  is  being  applied  to  the  coming  of  the 
Messiah  in  the  0*,  and  to  tfeks  Jesus  Christ  as  revealed  in  the  NT.   So  we  can- 
not let  the  analogy  of  Jesus  Christ  rest  just  with  this  incident  in  the  book  of 
Numbers,  but  we  must  carryi  it  to  its  logical  conclusion.   To  do  so  we  must 
now  turn  to  Peters  1st  letter  and  to  the  portion  which  we  read  as  Scripture  for 
tonight. 

Peter  is  writing  to  axsaaxHty  an  audience  made  up  mostly  of  Jewish  Christians. 
He  understood  their  thinking  and  reasoning  much  as  Paul  did.   So  we  can  under- 
stand then  why  he  is  talking  to  them  in  terms  such  as "new  born  babes"  and  need- 

4 
ing  milk  to  grow,  vs  2.   But  in  verse  S,  he  calls  Christ  "A  Living  Stone,"  and 

reminds  them  that  this  Living  Stone  was  rejected  by  men,  although  chosen  by  God, 
and  precious  in  His  sight.   Perhaps  Peter  is  indirectly  saying  for  them  to 
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frhinx.  back  to  what  the  prophet  Isaiah  said  in  the  53rd  chapter  of  his  prophecy, 
'  >  is  desoised  and  rejected  by  men."  Peter  is  reminding  not  only  the  Jewish 
Christians,  but  all  others  that  this  "Living  Stone"  was  spurned  and  rejected 
by  all  people. 

But  he  goes  on,  vs  5  to  tell  them  they  are  by  their  association,  or  their  re- 
lationship with  Jesus  Christ,  "Living  Stones"  as  well.   They  are  priests  in 
their  own  right  because  they  belong  to  the  High  Priest  of  God,  Jesus  Christ. 
A  priest  had  access  to  God,  and  had  the  opportunity  to  bring  others  to  God  as 
well.   The  believer  regardless  of  who  he  may  be,  could  come  directly  to  God  and 
thus  eliminate  the  priest  of  old.   Therefore,  he  should  be  living  a  holy  life, 
or  a  life  separated  from  many  things  of  the  world  as  the  priest  of  old  was  re- 
quired to  do. 

Peter  quotes  from  the  118th  Psalm  which  speaks  of  the  stone  which  was  rejected 
by  the  builders,  and  has  now  become  the  cornerstone  of  the  structure.   Jesus 
id  this  of  Himself  before  He  was  crucified.   V/hat  we  see  in  this  is  that 

Peter  is  acknowledging  Jesus  Christ  to  be  the  Rock  He  told  Peter  the  Church 

founded 
was  to  be  founded  upon.  The  Church  is  foaitfc  on  Christ,  built  on  Christ,  and 

survives  through  Christ, 

vs  8 
At  this  point  then  Peter  speaks  to  kksse  Jews  and  Gentiles  who  only  knew  Jesus 

Christ  as  a  stumbling  block,  or  much  like  a  stone  in  the  path  to  trip  over  and 

fall.   To  them  Christ  was  only  a  nuisance,  something  to  be  removed  from  sight, 

and  sound.  Peter  perhaps  is  drawing  on  his  knowledge  of  what  Paul  had  felt  and 

believed  and  in  fact  wrote  to  the  Christians  at  Rome  and  at  Corinth.   Paul  said, 

Romans  9:31-35,  1  Corinthians  4fix  1:23- 

Thus  we  see  SkK  Jesus  Christ  as  3  separate  and  distinct  "Living  Stones." 

He  is  the  Corner  Stone,  the  head  of  the  Church  and  the  Church  lives  and  moves 

through  Him. 

_  is  a  Stone  of  stumbling  to  those  who  will  not  hear,  end  to  those  who  refuse 

to  accept  Him  as  Savior  and  Lord. 

And  He  is  "A  Living  Stone"  from  which  flows  the  "Living  Water"  given  by  the 

Father  to  all  who  will  partake  and  believe,   ile  is  unlike  any  stone  that  we 


-4- 

may  know  about  or  have  seen.  He  is  the  "Hock  of  Ages"  ami  firm  and  strong  to  be 
th   ?irm  foundation  of  anyones  life.   Yet  He  is  gentle  and  loving,  stretching 
forth  His  nail  scarred  hands  to  those  who  will  come  to  Him  for  refuge  and  strength. 
This  is  "Jesus  Christ?  As:  A  Living  Stone." 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED    CHURCH    Of    CHRIST 
Sutler,    Pennsylvania 
Second    Sunday    In    Lent  March    6,    1 977 

The   Rev,    Ralph   C*    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Koy  Morris.   Organist  and  Cftalr  Director 
Karen    Pfabe  ,    Terry    WcCllmans   -    Acolytes 

ORDER    OF    WORSHIP   -    H  :00    A.M. 
Prelude  "Sells   of   Arcadia"  Couperln 

•Processional   Hymn   No*      176      "Cromn  HLm  with  many    crops'' 
♦Ascription   -    Chorol   Amen 
*Eihortotlon 

*Confesslon    (In  Unison)    "Eternol  God.    In  Jesus   ChrLst 
you   entered  Jerusalem  to   die   for   our    sins.      We   confess 
me  have   not   haLled  you  as   King,    or   gone   before   you    In 
theiirorld   with  praise.      From  brief  faith  that    fades. 
from  enthusiasms   thot    flz?le   out*    from  hopes  we   parade 
but   do   not   pursueT    hove  mercy   upon   us*      Forgive   us 
God;    and   give    us   such   trust   La  your  power  that.    In 
every   city,    uie  may    live   for  justice   and  tell   of  your 
Loving   kindness;    for  the   soke   of  our   Savior,    the    Lord 
Jesus    Christ.    Amen.'* 
*Ky rle  (Chair,    Congregation   ond   Pastor) 

♦Assurance    of   Pardon   -    Chorol  Amen 
*PraLse 

♦Paster:       '0    Lord    open    our    Lips. 

♦PeopLe:       And    our    mouth    shall    shorn    forth    thy   praise 
♦DoxoLogy      No*    551 
ScrLpture:  Numbers   21:    4-9;      John   3:     11-21 

Hymn    No,      40    Page    22       (Old    Favorites)    "Blessed    Assurance" 
♦Affirmation    of   our   Faith  (ApostLes*    Creed) 

♦Gloria    Patrl 
Call   to   Prayer 

Pastor:      The    Lord  be   with   you. 
People:      And  with   thy   spirit. 
Pastor:      Let    us   Proy. 
Prayer   ond   Proyer   Response 
Offering 

Offertory:  "Sarabande"  CoreLH 

Anthem:  "Create    In   me"  Mueller 

Sermon:  "JESUS    CHRIST    AS:       A   BRAZEN    SERPENT" 

,yer  ond    Lord's   Prayer 


Hymn   No,    164      "In  the   cross   of  Christ    1    glory" 
Benediction  ond   Three   Fold   Amen 

Organ  PostLude:  "PostLude"  CLerombault 

--,__-__    *Congregatlon    Standing    -------- 

The    Lovely   Flowers   on  the   Altar  have   been   placed  by 

Mrs.    Alice    Kommer   In    Loving   memory   of  "Husband" 
Serving   as  Ushers   today   are:      *ALlen   Botacchl, 
John  Redman.    Don   Bosko,    Robert   Knauer,    Charles   Penar. 
Deacon  and   Mrs.    Paul  Pfabe  will   greet   the   Congregation 

ot    the    door   today. 
Nursery  will  be   provided  today   by:     Borb   Snow, 

Ann   Falkner  and   Nancy   Link* 
HospltaLLzed:      Mr.    Harold   Sandbach,    Mr.    Robert   Peters. 
The   attendance    Last  week   was   206;    Wed.    -    101 
Man.    -    7:30   -   Women's   Mory  Prugh   Circle   meeting. 
Man.   -   8:30  -  Jr.   Basketball  vs.    St.   Mark's 
^y    Wed,    -   6:30  -   Chancel  Choir  Rehearsal^  ^»/«CV      7*3*fi?% 
Thurs.    -    7:30   -   Butler   Fellowship   of  Churches 
Thurs.    -   7:00   -   Bible   Study 
^>5at.    -   9;00   A.M.    -    The   Youth   Fellowship  will   Leave   from 
the   Church  to   go        Cave   EipLorlng. 

>Sat.   -   3:00   P.M.    -   Sr,    Basketball   vs.    St.    Andrews. 
TONIGHT    -    7:00    -    YOUTH    FELLOWSHIP    WILL    GO    TO    CALVARY 
UNITED    PRESBYTERIAN    CHURCH,  _L/£/£f>  C*i/£j**^r 

,^^The   MoLrifte'tfcdThqrt  will   be   possed   around  today  - 

They   wlLL  be    $4.00  this   year   and   are   going  to  be   nice. 
Don't    forget   to  tell   us  whether   you  would    LLke   to   take 
them    home    or    Leave    for    o    shut-In    on    the    paper.        It 
will    Leave    us    know   ahead    of   t Lme    on   hom   many    Is   to    be 
taken    tq    shut-ins. 
^BIBLE    STUDY  on   Cable   TV  -   Channel   5   -   Starting   on 

Wednesday,    March   <?th,    ond   for  the   6   foLLouilng  Wednes- 
days.      Time   -    I  1 : 00    a.m.    to    12:00    noon    and    3:00    p.m. 
to  4:00   P.M.      There    Is   even  a   study   booklet  la   go   along 
mlth   this   series,    ot   a    small   cast   to   you*      Send    .30 
along   with   your   return   address,    to   P.O.    Bo*   #1646, 
Butler.    Pa.    16001.      "The   Holiness   of  God"   study 
booklet  will   be    sent   by   return   mall  to  you. 
"^>The    men's   G000    FRIDAY    FELLOWSHIP    BREAKFAST   -    YMCA 

6;Q0  A.M.   -    Pastor   Luther  Heyde   from   St.    Mark's   will 
be   the   Guest   Speaker  -   Tickets   ore   $1.50   and   may   be 
oobtalned   from   Kenneth  weltzel   or   J.    Walter   Harmon* 


"Jesus  Christ  As:  A  Brazen  Serpent" 
Texts:  Mum  21:9,   Jn  3:14-15 

AND  MOSES  MADE  A  SERP™P  Qjf  BRARff,  Awn  f]Vf   TTV  ON  A 
•TTTT.  ,fe...17l'  HAMM  2  PA^THAT  TF  A  SERPENT  HA dTbJIPJEEN 
ANY  MAN.  WEN  HE  BHELDTffi]  SERPENT  OF  BRASS, HE  HYEJ). 

&■   -  MOSES  LIFT*™  Tjp  rpTTTT  firaPKTW  TM  TW  MTTTtfiKlTCRfi  , 
EVW  SO  MTIST  THE  S.  OF  MAN  B  T.TT^CT)  TTP ;  ^PHAT  WHORQ* 
EVER  BLIEVETH  IN  HIM  S HUD  NOT  PERISH. BUT-JIA3DS  ETERNAL 
LIFE. 


.-en  think  refs  B  made  2  Js  suml  or  sumthing, usual  it 
from  Lib  scholar, teachers , preachers. 
But  occas  Js  made  ref  2  self  as  represent  by  sumthin 
in  Scrip. 
2day  He  say, Brass  Serpent, 
turn  2  Num  21 ,  peop  grumbl  gainst  G  &  Moses 
G  angry, serpents, peop  repent , pole  &  serpent  etc 
(idol  of  peop  700yr  King  Hezekiah  destroy) 
Turn  3rd  chap  Jn,bakgr=Nico  cum  2  Js  by  nite , 

Pharisee ,Sanhed, &  Js  tell  BORN  AGAIN= spirit  birth 
EXEGETE  SCRIP :Nico  knew  wat  Moses  So  peop  did, 
but  most  peop  stop  vs  14,  this  not  end  wat  Js  say. 
All  Bibles=Jerus,Liv, Philip, RSV,KJV,Nu  Engl  hav 
comma  or  dash  or  semi-colon, mean  vs  go  on 
Js  Bed  this  &  it  happen  later, 
must  look  Scrip  &  purp  or  mean  of  it 
Anal  Js  use  was  past  &  He  put  in  context  of  future 
Jews  knew  40  yr  wander , grumbl, &  G  interven  lives 
Peop  requir  2  look  &  made  whole 
Js  point  2  Mess  2  cum  &  they  knew  of  this 
Later  Js  Hav:ft.  T  if  T  B  liftsd  im  from  earthy will 
'-aw  all  men  un2  me. 

,iere  anal  complet,all  peop, all  men  drawn  2  Him 
vfho  He?  He  Mess, He  striv  sho  G  human  form 
G  liv  among  them,&  G  2B  glorify  by  wat  He  do 
Just  as  all  Jew  peop  draw  2  pol  with  Braz  serp  & 
made  whole,  so  it  all  cum  2  Js  as  lift  on  cross 
made  whole  by  His  sacrifice  of  self 
But  not  just  lift  up  produce  wholnes,but  also  Blief 
It  tak  accpt  wat  G  thru  Xp  dun  4  us  individ  &  then_ 
wen  gaz  direct  2  cross, bcum  mor  than  symbol ,4  requii 
respons  from  us 
&  respons  is  Blief 
F.Howard  Oakley  wrote  Bcuz  Afr  woman  heard  story  G's 
luv  &  sed,  "That's  not  luv,  that's  not  luv" 
(II"1  "s  poem  he  wrote)  KiSJ  ~  j*t-&    ///  a  c/e*if 
Collude  witti^Eex-Gs. 


"Jesus  Christ  As:  A  Brazen  Serpent" 

Texts;  Numbers  2ftxx  21:9, 
.  *KHxrXX!2JtMKXISXKJ[SS  AND  HOSES  MADE  A  SERPENT  OP  BRASS,  AND  PUT  IT  UPON  A  POLE, 
.ND  IT  CAME  TO  PASS,  THAT  KKXHXXSKKXXSXXXMXM  IF  A  SERPENT  HAD  BITTEN  ANY  HAN, 
WHEN  HE  3EH  iLD  THE  SERPENT  OP  BRASS,  HE  LIVED. 

John  3:14, 

AND  AS  MOSES  LIFTED  UP  THE  SERPENT  IN  THE  WILDERNESS,  EVEN  SO  MUST  THE  SON  OP 

MAN  BE  LIFTED  UP. 

Scriptures:  Numbers  21:4-9,   John  3:11-21 

When  we  think  of  making  reference  ph  Jesus  Christ  as  being  portrayed  by  some- 
thing or  someone  in  another  portion  of  Scripture,  we  usually  are  thinking  in 
terms  of  our  own  thoughts,  or  the  ideas  of  some  other  human.   But  there  are 
occasions  when  Jesus  Himself  made  reference  to  Himself  as  being  represented 
by  something  or  someone  in  Scripture.   Today  is  one  of  those  times,  for  it  is 
as  a"Brazen,"  or  "Brass,"  Serpent  that  Jesus  compares  Himself,  and  thus  the 
analogy  of "Jesus  Christ  Asi  A  Brazen  Serpent." 

.e  used  -ie  portions  of  Scripture  for  our  Scripture  lessons  for  this  morning 
-ind  I  would  like  for  us  to  first  tuen  to  the  OT  book  of  Numbers  and  look  at 
~this  first  portion  of  Scripture,  as  found  in  chapter  21. 

As  usual  there  is  some  background  material  necessary  to  make  us  aware  of  what 
id  taking  place  in  the  Scripture.  In  this  particular  portion  f  the  book  ofl 
Numbers,  the  people  have  once  again  begun  to  complain  against  HiffiSHSXHn&xxaiBHX 

God  and  Moses.   Their  usual  complaint  surfaces  again,  and  we  read  that  fc&sy 
as  usual  they 
Care  concerned  only  with  the  material  needs  they  have.   They  have  complained 

about  food,  and  water  from  the  time  they  left  Egypt.  At  this  point  in  Scrip- 
ture, they  are  not  just  complaining  about  food  and  water,  but  are  complaining 
about  the  Manna  which  God  so  wonderfully  and  miraculously  had  provided  for 
them.   This  angers  God  to  the  point  that  He  sent  xxaxy  snakes  among  them, 
identified  as  fiery  serpents,  so  that  many  of  the  people  were  bitten  and  died, 
vs  6.   The  serpents  have  been  identified  as  being  grmi2Big2agW«y^rfk  capable 

f  biting  and  making  the  feifc&xfe  bites  ^P***^  inflamed,  ddt  whatever  brand  of 
snakes  they  were,  they  were  a  serious  enough  threat  to  the  lives  of  the  people, 
that  the  people  themselves  regretted  their  crying  out  against  the  Lord.   They 
admitted  their  sin  against  God  and  requested  that  Hoses  intereede  for  them 
before  God  to  take  the  snakes  away,  vs  7« 
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Moses  prays  for  the  people,  vs  7»  and  God  answers  his  prayer  and  gives  Slim  in- 
ductions ,  tss  8.   He  is  told  to  make  a  brass  serpent  and  put  it  upon  a  pole, 
and  everyone  who  looks  at  the  pole  who  had  been  bitten,  will  live. 
So  Moses  makes  the  serpent  of  brass,  and  places  it  upon  a  pole,  a  rid  the  peo= 
pie  who  had  been  bitten  by  a  snate  would  come  and  look  at  the  snake  on  the  pole 
and  were  cured,  vs  9. 

But  even  this  miraculous  escape  from  death  for  the  Israelites,  became  a  means 
whereby  in  future  generations  they  turned  from  God.  Future  generations  made 
an  idol  of  this  "Brazen  Serpent"  and  worshiped  it  and  burnedi it  until  700  years 
later  King  Hezekiah  destroyed  this  idol  called,  xitexfe  "Nehushtan"  and  we  find 
this  recorded  in  2  Kings  28:4. 

Which  brings  us  now  to  the  point  where  we  must  look  at  the  analogy  between  this 
act  of  God,  and  how  we  can  compare  Jesus  Christ  as  this  Brazen  Serpent.   So  it 
is  that  we  must  turn  to  the  words  of  Jesus  Himself  to  complete  the  picture. 

t  us  turn  once  again  to  the  3rd  chapter  of  John  beginning  with  the  11th  verse. 

at  night 
EtesHsxka  In  this  chapter  Jesus  has  had  a  visit  from  Nicodemus,  a  Pharisee  and 

a  member  of  the  Jewish  Sanhedrig.  concerning  spiritual  matters  and  Jesus  has 

been  speaking  to  him  quite  frankly.   In  the  prior  conversation  Jesus  had  told 

him  that  a  person  who  wanted  to  be  a  part  of  God's  kingdom  had  to  be  born  again. 

Meaning  that  a  person  had  to  turn  from  the  physical  and  secular  life  into  which 

we  are  all  born  and  bH£HniHxax|ia.E±  turn  to  the  spiritual  life. 

"*o  at  this  point  Jesus  is  relating  in  vs  11,  that  Nicodemus  is  not  completely 

what  He  is  saying,  and  that  he  cannot  understand  earthly  things,  so  how  can  he 

comprehend  heavenly  things  if  He  were  to  tell  him,(vs  12  also). 

Jesus  identifies  Himself  as  coming  from  heaven  as  the  Son  of  Man.  This  was 

Jesus'  favorite  name  for  Himself  and  it  is  used  about  70  times  in  the  Gospels. 

It  is  recorded  in  Daniel  and  refers  to  the  coming  of  the  Messiah*   Thus  Jesus' 

use  of  it  is  ^KP^  to  make  known  to  the  people  of  His  time  that  lie  was  the 

Messiah. 

At  this  plant  in  the  conversation  Jesus  refers  back  to  the  story  of  Moses  and 

the  grumbling  people  In  the  wilderness,  a  story  Nicodemus  and  all  Jews  versed 
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in  the  Law  of  Moses  knew  very  well,  and  Jesus  speaks  of  Hoses  lifting  up  the 
se   ent  in  the  wilderness,  vs  14.  But  it  is  at  this  point  that  Hicodemus  and 
all  others  to  cone  read  and  hear  something  unique  and  out  of  the  ordinary.   For 
Jesus  says,  "AS  Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the  wilderness,  even  so  must  the 
°on  of  Man  be  lifted  up."   But  the  startling  thing  about  this  is  not  just  the 
statement  that  Jesus  makes,  but  its  complete  implications  for  mankind.  Many  peo- 
ple including  manjr  Church  people  merely  use  this  quotation  by  Jesus  as  a  proof 
text  to  show  how  Jesus  was  to  die,  and  the  analogy  is  that  Mbx  Jesus  was  lifted 
up  on  a  cross  for  all  to  see.   And  this  is  where  their  kaixixxyisH  proof  text 
ends  because  many  of  them  do  not  want  to  get  involved  in  what  is  to  follow. 
In  any  version  of  Scripture  you  read,  and  I  have  checked  most  of  them  on  this, 
whether  it  is  the  Living  -"ible,  The  New  English  Bible,  The  Jerusalem  Bible,  The 
Revised  Standard,  Phillips,  King  James,  there  is  either  a  commas  or  a  dash,  or 
a  semi-colon  following  "The  Son  of  Man  be  lifte  up,"  and  then  follows,  "That  whp- 
su_  er  believeth  in  Him  should  not  perish,  but  have  eternal  life," 
The  verse  doesn't  end  with  a  period  following  the  Son  of  Man  being  lifted  up,  but 
it  is  stated  why  He  was  to  be  lifted  up.   We  cannot  forget  this  part  of  what  Hesus 
said  if  we  are  to  have  the  true  purpose  and  meaning  of  what  He  said  would  happen 
and  what  really  did  happen  at  a  later  time. 

There  is  always  the  Scripture,  and  then  follows  the  purpose  or  the  meaning  of  it. 
We  cannot  have  one  without  the  other,  no  more  than  we  can  separate  day  from  night, 
for  one  follows  the  other  over  and  over  again.   Thus  it  is  with  God's  Word. 
The  analogy  that  Jesus  used  was  to  make  reference  to  what  God  had  done  in  the  ax 
past  and  put  it  in  the  context  of  the  future.  The  Jews  knew  the  history  of  their 
people  and  how  they  had  wandered  in  the  desert  for  40  years.  They  knew  of  their 
miraculous  supplies  of  food,  and  water.  They  also  learned  and  knew  of  their 
sin  and  unbelief  as  lessons  for  them  to  heed  and  learn  from.   _o  it  was  that 
th.^y  knew  of  God's  intervention  in  the  lives  of  the  people  with  the  pole  and 
the  Brazen  Serpent  on  it.   All  that  was  required  was  that  they  look  at  the  sym- 
bol, and  God  healed  them,  and  made  them  whole.   So  Jesus  is  pointing  them  to  a 
picture  of  the  Messiah  to  come,  as  they  knew  it  from  the  writings  of  Moses. 
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from  the  earth 
In  a  later  portion  of  Scripture  Jesus  said,  "And  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up  will  draw 

a   men  unto  HiysBix  me."   Here  He  completes  the  entire  analogy,  because  He  is 

saying  that  all  men,  all  people  will  be  drawn  to  Him.   And  who  is  HE?   He  is  the 

Messiah.   He  is  striving  to  show  them  that  He  is  God  in  the  form  of  a  human. 

That  God  has  been  living  and  dwelling  among  them,  and  God  will  be  glorified  by 

what  He  will  do.   Just  all  all  of  the  Jewish  people  were  drawn  to  the  pole  with 

Brazen  it  is  that  all 

the  serpent  upon  it,  and  were  made  whole,  so  MiiSxaiixBiEHkxHEtxwho  come  to  Jesus 

Christ  as  He  is  lifted  upon  that  cross,  will  be  made  whole  by  His  sacrifice  on 

mankind ' s  behalf . 

But  it  isn't  just  the  lifting  up  that  riHESxikE  produces  the  results  of  wholeness, 

but  it  must  also  be  belief  .iKxwtestxSkHx^ssjKxEHHiiixHHixgsxiiEx^HsfexgaKEXMjsHiixtisH 

paiBxandxfiEHXEHx BEEVES*  It  takes  the  acceptance  that  what  God  did  through  Jesus 

us  individually 
Christ  was  done  for  be,  and  then  when  our  gaze  is  directed  to  that  cross,  it 

becomes  more  than  a  symbol  of  God'S  love,  for  it  then  becomes  something  which 

i_^uires  a  response  from  us.   And  the  simple  response  is  merely  belief. 

P.  Howard  Oakley  wrote  a  poem  about  this  because  of  a  story  of  an  African  woman 

who  when  she  heard  the  story  of  God's  love  as  shown  through  the  gift  of  Jesus 

Christ  protested  and  said,  "That's  not  love,  that's  not  love!"   This  is  what 

Mr.  Oakley  wrote: 

(Illustration  of  this  poem). 

AND  MOSE  HADE  A  SERPENT  OP  BRASS,  AND  PUT  IT  UPON  A  POLE,  AND  IT  CAME  TO  PASS, 
'■"   IF  A  SERPENT  HAD  BITTEN  ANY  MAN,  WHEN  HE  BEHELD  E?HE  SERPENT  0?  BRASS,  HE 
LIVED. 

AND  AS  MOSES  LIFTED  UP  THE  SERPENT  EX  IN  THE  WILDERNESS,  EVEN  SO  MUST  THE  SON 
OF  MAN  BE  LIFTED  UP:  THAT  WHOSBEVER  BELIEVSTH  IN  HIM  SHOULD  NOT  PERISH^  BUT  HAVE 
ETERNAL  LIFE. 


ST,  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Sutler,  Pennsylvania 
^nten  Service  March  °,  1977 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs*  Koy  Morris,  Organist  and  ChoLr  Director 
Brian  Kennedy  -  Acolyte 


Prelude: 


ORDER  OF  WORSHIP 
"When  I  Survey  the 


*ProcesslonaL  Hymn  Mo.  4  Page  2 

"TelL  Me 
♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
*!nvocotlon 
Scripture       Numbers  35:  l-l 
Offering 

Offertory  Anthems  "Whlsperln 
Doris  Ange 

Evening  Prayer  and  Choral  Respo 
Anthem;   "There  Is  a  Bolm  In  G 
Sermon:     "JESUS  CHRIST  AS: 
*Hymn  No.  33   Page  IS  (uLd  Favor 
^Benediction  ond  Threefold  Amen 
*Postlude       "Voluntary  In  D 
_________  -tcongregotl 

Deacon  and  Mrs.  Robert  Dellen  ui 
at  the  door  this  evening. 


-  7:30  P.M. 
Wondrous  Cross" 

arr.    -   HeoLey  WILLan 
{QLd   Favorites) 
The    Old,    Old    Story" 


g  Hope"   -  Sherry  McCllmans, 
lonl  and  Roland  Thompson  - 

Flutes 
nse 

Head"  Spiritual 
CITIES  OF  REFUGE" 
Ites)  "toy  Hope  Is  BuLlt" 

FtJh  r*r 

an  Standing  ------ 

ILL  greet  the  Congregation 


Light  Is  o  basic  need  of  man.   Physically,  without  Light 
he  stumbles  and  gropes.   Spiritually,  without  Light  he 
Ls  unobLe  to  fLnd  the  way  to  God  or  to  ufCLk  In  His  path&- 

God  has  given  us  the  light  we  need.   He  has  mode  us 
"chlLdren  of  Light."   He  has  supplied  our  need  for  Light 
through  His  revealed  Word--the  Ward  of  Him  who  declared 
of  Himself;   "I  om  the  Light  of  the  world;  he  that 
foLLoweth  Me  shall  not  walk  In  darkness  but  shall  have  the 
Light  of  Life, " 

i,(si.c*n£    At-1-:  r&r    j.>   a  t^fo  a«.*g, /*,*»,-. 
~Aj      z?//^  si*?'/*,*?  /"/-  />tf^    u/>  s.J.  (pMf  fAt-/?^ 


"Jesus  Christ  As:  Cities  Of  Refuge" 

Text:  Numbers  35:6 

Ordf  w  no  think  pernon  compar  2  city/irown 
3u\.  many  diff.'  type  peop, things  can  compar  Js  Xp  2 
,|,vius  Js  Xp  As  Cities  of  Refuge 
E&     iJl'ii  3CaiP :  vs  2 .  provis  4-  Levites.past  read  not 
allow  2  own  prop, tithes  support, but  must  liv  house 

vs  5.  =6  city  refuse  +42  cities  4  Levites 
"  7.  suburb  4-  Levites 
JHsy  peop  with  much  giv  much., little  giv  little 

G  has  made  provi3  4  Levs,who  priest  ft  admin  lai 
If  Levs  liv  cert  city  then  can  admin  law  &  G  plan 
Lev.  54:17-22.  Explain:  G  &  Capit-il  punishment 
2day  soD-slsters  shud  read  G's  Word  8b  know  wat  say 
Lif  sacred  2  G  &.  thoz  destroy, need  2B  destroy 
G  IS  G  OF  JUSTICE .not  wishy/washy. ABSOLUTE 
"  "  also  Merciful, He  know  our  frame .r>?tTHJTT,T,?F^.  wrm 
l£s_._9,G  spok  Mose  &  gav  follow  principle 
itss  10_-11,=6  city.involun  mansl  &  pers  do=protected 
vs  12^ can  flee  here, must  wait  ft.  face  congrei-; 
pwpplisten  &  rule  murder/accident, 
do  not  know  just  peop, elds, or  priests, 
but  priest  prob  Bcuz.  admin  law 
man  guilty  invol  mansl=liv,work,buy,no  leave 
vss  25-28  St  requirements  4  murderer 
Aft  vs  -i;?, means  of  determin  deth  &  murder  etc 
Mos  est  6  city, Hebron, ohechem,Kadesh  West  side  Jord 
Bezer,  Ramoth-Gilead, Golan  £ast  side  Jordan. 

■;xnlain  Avenger:  cud  chase, no  kill  city  ref, 
V      ler  tried  &  if  guilty  murder, peop  kill 
Aveng  usually  family  member , broth, father , uncle 

from  this=Js  Xp  Citys  of  Refug 

•1st  G=G  Justice  ft  He  avenger  &  seek  out  killer 

i*j.ller=mankin<J  iv.  all  sin  intentional  or  unintent 
by  3u  We  kill  law  G  a  incur  His  wrath  4  read, 
"All  sin  cum  short  glory  G"  &  "tyaaea  qf  ain  deth," 
Sinner  fii°e  '<>   n.iTjva  Het;uq=js  Xp  &  lif  preserv  as 
long  as  stay  under  protection  Him 
Sinner  call  B4  assemb  fc  assemb=G  as  Judge 
Bcuz  simner  fled  2  city  Refug, Js  Xp, be  judge  &  free 
Thus  he  pardon  from  deth, bcuz  throw  self  mercy  cort 
&  that  mercy  answered  by  Judge  own  Son 
Isn't  beutiful  2  know  that  tho  sin  crad_;  2  grav,can 
cum   flav  complete  4givness  thru  Js  Xp,As  Citys  Refug 
(Ilius  Charles  ','JeaIav  £-,  bird-) 
*  Need  ever  know  A-.   H  remind  (1  is  G  Justice, 

but  also  merciful  &  provid  refug  4  us.  But  it  provi 
Bcuz  His  luv,&  noth  can  do/say  ever  mak  us  rt  B4  Him 


"Jesus  Christ  As:  Cities  Of  Refuge" 

Text:  Numbers  35:6 

AIT  AMONG  THE  CITIES  WHICH  YE  SHALL  GIVE  UN20  THE  LEVITSS  THERE  SHALL  BE  SIX 
CIv_ES  FOE  REFUGE,  -.'HIGH  YE  SHALL  APPOINT  FIB  THE  MANSLAYER,  THAT  HE  MAY  FLEE 
THERE : 
Seripturo:  Numbers  35:1-155 

Ordinarily  we  do  not  think  of  a  person  being  compared  to  a  city  or  town.   But  in 
the  case  of  Jesus  Christ,  we  are  talking  of  different  circumstances.   As  we  hawe 
said  before,  there  are  many  different  types  of  people  and  things  we  can  compare 
Him  to.   Tonight  we  are  going  to  make  a  comparison  between  Him  and  Cities  Of 
Refuge. 

Let  us  turn  once  again  to  our  Scripture  for  this  evening,  so  we  can  look  at  it 
and  see  what  is  being  said  and  done.   Once  again  the  Lord  is  giving  Moses  in- 
structions concerning  provisions  for  the  people.   But  as  we  see  in  the  2nd  verse, 
the  provisions  were  to  be  specifically  for  the  Levites.   If  you  have  read  the 
book  of  Numbers  through  you  will  remember  from  your  past  readings  that  the  Levi- 
tes were  not  permitted  to  own  anything.  They  were  to  be  completely  supported 
bj ^  he  tithes  and  the  offerings  of  the  people.   But  it  goes  without  saying  that 
they  had  to  have  a  place  to  live.   Thus,  God  is  giving  to  them  cities  in  which 
they  could  live,  and  the  suburbs  would  be  for  their  animals,  vss  2-5. 
Among  these  48,  cities  are  to  be  6  cities  of  refuge,  vs  6,  and  we  will  come  back 
to  this  in  a  little  while.   Tfcere  are  to  be  48  cities  given  to  the  Levites,  vs  7» 
and  the  tribes  Ktinxass  which  have  been  blessed  with  much  are  commanded  to  give 
more  than  the  smaller  tribes  with  less,  vs  8.   God  has  made  provision  here  for 
fekK  the  Levites  who  were  the  priests,  and  the  the  administrators  of  the  Law. 
So  we  begin  to  see  then,  that  there  was  a  set  purpose  for  this  distribution  of 
property.   If  the  Levites  were  living  in  certain  cities,  then  what  better  way 
to  administer  .justice  than  through  them?   God's  plan  for  man  concerning  the 
governing  of  himself  and  the  method  of  justice  was  plain  and  simple.   If  we 
understand  a  little  of  what  was  involved  perhaps  we  can  see  the  underlying  things 
wL-~h  do  not  completely  appear  in  a  portion  of  Scripture  such  as  this. 
In  Leviticus  24,  we  read  of  God's  plan.   (Read  vss  17-22  and  explain.)  A  beast 
was  important  to  a  man  for  quite  often  it  was  his  means  of  making  a  living. 
Thus,  if  a  man  did  harm  to  his  neighbor  in  this  manner,  he  was  to  make  it  pood. 
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Maa  was  to  know  that  tie  could  not  go  about  doing  as  tie  pleased  and  not  paying 
i    price  for  it.   V/e  may  think  that  this  method  of  an  eye  for  an  eye  is  rather 
extreme.   But  if  we  look  at  it  from  the  prospective  of  a  man  knowing  that  he 
was  going  to  lose  an  eye  if  he  destroyed  someone  else&s  eye,  this  type  of  jus- 
tice could  he  a  deterrent  to  crime.  Some  of  our  sob  sisters  today  should  read 
what  God.  has  to  say  about  the  subject,  and  perhaps  they  would  not  be  so  quick 
to  put  down  capital  punishment.   Life  is  sacred  to  God,  and  anyone  who  deliber- 
ately destroys  it,  should  in  turn  be  destroyed,  and  this  is  what  God  was  showing 
at  this  point. 

From  this  we  see  that  God  is  a  God  of  justice.   He  doesn't  give  wishy-washy 
principles  by  which  to  live.   He  is  Absolute  and  He  shows  it  by  His  demands, 
and  by  His  commands.   But  we  need  to  also  understand  that  God  is  not  only  a 
God  of  Justice,  but  He  is  a  Merciful  God.   This  means  that  God  knows  our  frame. 
He  knows  that  ksxsee  the  Spirit  indeed  is  willing,  but  the  Flesh  is  weak. 
,_1  so  He  set  forth  another  principle  in  the  lives  of  His  people  in  the  follow- 
ing manner.  -<e   read  in  v"s  9  that  God  spoke  to  Moses  and  gave  hin  the  follwoing 
instructions. 

Vss  10-11,  the  people  are  commanded  to  set  aside  6  cities  of  refuge  for  the  per- 
son who  un-intentionally  kills  someone.   Today  we  refer  to  this  type  of  killing 
as  involuntary  manslaughter.   The  person  who  accidently  kills  someone  is  to  be 
protected  in  one  of  these  cities.   But  there  is  a  provision  here  that  the  killer 
must  face.   He  is  permitted  to  flee  to  the  nearest  city  of  refuge,  and  he  is 
guaranteed  safety  from  harm  while  he  resides  there,  but  he  must  come  before  the 
congregation  for  judgement,  vs  12.   Now  what  this  means  is  that  a  group  of  peo- 
ple would  listen  to  the  charges  ^gainst  the  person  and  hear  both  sides  of  the 
case  and  determine  whether  it  was  murder  or  accidental  death.   It  is  exactly 
clear  just  who  made  up  the  congregation,  but  it  is  thought  by  most  Biblical 
scholars  that  these  were  the  elders  of  that  city,  as  well  as  some  or  all  of  the 
pevites  living  there,  since  they  were  interpreters  of  the  Law. 
If  a  man  stood  before  :the  congregation  and  was  judged  innocent  of  murder,  but 
guilty  of  an  unintentional  :i  ling,  ne  was  pernurttju.  to  remain  in  -ctiat  cit:y 
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and  live  a  normal  life  there.   He  could  work,  could  have  property,  could  marry 

I  could  do  all  of  the  normal  things  that  everyone  else  did,  and  noone  could 
harm  him.   BHixxrxHKxiKxfcxfckexExijrxxiliKHxk  He  had  to  live  within  the  confines 
of  that  city  until  the  death  of  the  High  Priest,  and  then  he  was  free  to  leave 
if  he-  so  desired.   If  he  left  before  the  death  of  the  High  Priest,  then  the 
avenger  of  blood  could  seek  him  out  and  kill  him.   The  ruling  which  was  made 
while  a  certain  High  Priest  was  living  was  much  like  a  binding  contract  upon  all 
parties  and  at  the  death  of  the  High  Priest  the  contract  became  fulfilled. com- 
pletely. 

Following  the  15th  verse  the  means  of  determining  unintentional  death  and  mur- 
der are  explained,  and  the  cities  of  refuge  and  the  slayer  are  further  defined. 
Moses  fulfilled  the  commands  of  God  because  he  established  6  cities  of  refuge, 
3  on  the  Saraixanit:  Eastern  side  of  the  Jordan,  and  3  on  the  Western  side. 
Hebron,  Shechem,  and  Kadesh  on  the  West.   Bezer,  Ramoth  Gilead,  and  Golan  on 

e  East,  were  the  cities  of  refuge. 
This  explains  the  establishment  of  the  cities  of  refuge  and  their  purpose,  but 
there  is  one  other  person  or  thing  we  need  to  understand  in  all  of  this,  a  d 
that  is  the  "Avenger."  This  is  the  avenger  of  blood.  Usually  this  was  a 
kinsman  of  the  person  slain.   The  avenger  would  pursue  the  killer  and  if  the 
killer  was  able  to  reach  the  s±  nearest  city  of  refuge,  ksxwas  the  avneger  was 
unable  to  kill  him.   The  killer  then  had  to  stand  before  the  congregation  and 
If  he  was  found  guilty  of  deliberate  murder,  he  was  killed  by  the  people.   But 
if  he  was  found  guilty  of  unintentional  murder,  then  he  was  permitted  to  remain 
free  in  the  city  of  refuge,  and  the  avenger  could  not  touch  him  unless  he  left 
that  city  while  the  High.  Priest  was  etill  living.  So  the  avenger  was  usually 
a  family  member,  mostly  brother  or  father  or  uncle,  and  he  could  only  kill  that 
person  under  these  certain  conditions,  because  if  he  did  otherwise,  he  in  turn 
.^is  killed. 
If  we  look  at  this  episode  and  we  analyze  it,  we  can  determine  from  this  that 

Jesus  Christ  ixxansixwax  was  and  is  as  "Cities  Of  Refuge."   First  we  see  God 
as  God  of  Justice.   God  at  this  point  becomes  the  Avenger,  because  He  is  going 
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to  seek  out  the  killer.  The  killer  at  this  point  becomes  all  mankind.   -Je  eithei 

;entionally,  or  unintentionally  sin.  By  sinning  we  have  killed  the  Law  of 

God,  and  we  know  and  read  in  God's  Word, "the  wages  of  sin  is  death."   So  at  this 

point  God  is  pursuing  mankind  as  he  flees  from  His  wrath. 

which  is  Jesus  Christ 
The  sinner  flees  to  one  of  the  Cities  of  Refuge,  where  his  life  is  preserved 

as  long  as  he  remains  within  the  confines  of  that  city. 

But  then  the  sinner  is  called  before  theassembly,  and  the  assembly  at  this  point 
once  again  is  God  as  Judge.   And  because  the  sinner  has  fled  to  the  City  of  Re- 
fuge, Jesus  Christ,  he  is  judged  as  being  free.   Thus  he  is  pardoned  from  death, 
because  he  has  thrown  himself  upon  the  mercy  of  the  court,  and  that  mercy  is 
answered  by  the  Judge's  own  Son. 

Isn't  it  beautiful  to  know  that  even  though  each  of  our  lives  contain  sin  from 
childhood  to  our  dying  day  that  we  can  come  and  find  complete  forgiveness  in 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Cities  Of  Refuge? 

_  llustration  Charles  Wesley  &  bird  flying  in  window, Jesus  Lover  Of  My  Soul) 
We  need  to  ever  know  and  always  be  reminded  that  God  is  a  God  of  Justice,  but 
He  is  also  a  merciful  God,  and  that  because  of  this  He  has  provided  refuge  for 
us.   But  it  is  provision  because  of  His  love,  and  nothing  we  can  do  or  say  can 
ever  make  us  right  before  Him,  except  that  we  come  to  the  refuge  He  has  provided 

and  that  is  Jesus  Christ  As,  our  Cities  of  Refuge. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OP  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Third  Sunday  in  Lent  March  13,  1977 

The  Rev*  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Karen  Pfabe„  Brian  Kennedy  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude  "Rhosymedre"    R,  Vaughan- Williams 

♦Processional  Hymn  No*  272  "Lave  divine" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Exhortation 

"Confession  (In  Unison)  "Our  Father,  in  this  season  of 
self— discipline t   when  we  are  giving  thought  to  our 
discipleship,  make  us  aware  that  being  a  disciple  means 
to  follow  Jesus  Christ  as  He  seeks  to  be  a  servant  of 
all.   Thus  we  would  remember:  all  our  sirs  that  keep 
us  apart  from  you;   all  of  the  things  we  have  omitted 
to  do  in  our  lives;  all  of  the  chances  we  have  missed 
to  help  others  and  to  seek  them  for  your  kingdom.   For 
all  of  these  things  as  well  as  others  that  may  separate 
us  from  your  love,  we  ask  forgiveness  in  His  name.  Amen" 
♦Kyrie         (Choir,  Congregation  arid  Pastor) 
♦Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Praise 

♦Pastor:  '0  Lord  open  Our  lips. 

♦People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
♦Doxology   No .  551 
Scripture:         Romans  5:  I-II 

Hymn  No.  8  Page  4  (Old  Favorites)  "Love  Lifted  Me" 
♦Affirmation  of  our  Faith    (Apostles'  Creed) 
♦Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor;   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory:   "I  Stand  at  the  Threshold"   J.S.  Bach 
Anthem:  "My  God  and  I"  Sergei 

Sermon:         "JESUS  CHRIST  AS:   LOVE" 
P  -^yer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
.  hjj,nn  No.   273  "Jes.uS]  Thy  boundless  Love  to  me" 


Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postlude:      "Adagio"  Hesse 

--------  Congregation  Standing  -  --  

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Donn  Miller  in  loving  memory  of  his  "Mother"  Dorothy 
Kalb  Miller. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  ♦Wally  Feder,  John  Snow, 

Mont  MacKinney,  Herb  Shearer  and  Steve  Vargo. 
Elder  Paul  Campbell  will  greet  the  Congregation  at  the 
door  today* 
^.  Tonight  -  7:00  -  Youth  Fellowship 

^  Monday  -  8:30  P.M.  Basketball  (Junior)  vs.  Meridian  #2 
^^Wed..  -  7:30  -  Lenten  Service 
^  Wed.  -  6:30  -  Chancel  Choir  Rehearsal 
j?>   Wed,  -  8:15  -  Youth  Choir  Rehearsal  A  FTf*      Ctfu/tCjt 

Thurs.  -  7:00  -  Bible  Study 
^   Thurs.  -  3:30  -  Sr.  Basketball  vs.  St.  Mark's 

Thurs,  -  10:30  -  Mary  Martha  Circle  Meeting  -  home  of 
Sara  Snow.   Members  are  asked  to  bring  necessary 
supplies  to  make  lap  robes  for  Sunnyview. 
Sat.  -  Disclpling  Seminar 
^** Next  Sunday  will  be  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  -  please 
put  your  name  on  the  envelopes  so  you  can  be  given 
credit. 
Lilies  for  Easter  will  be  $4.00  each  -  The  paper  was 
passed  last  week  -  if  you  want  a  Lily  pleass leave  Bea 
know  in  the  office. 
^^   We  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  the  Family  and 
Friends  of  Miss  Marie  Daubenspeck. 
If  anyone  would  like  to  send  a  card  to  Mrs.  Robert 
Dickey  the  address  is  R.  D.  #3  Berlin,  Pa.  P  530. 
A  memorial  service  will  be  held  for  Rev,  Dickey  at 
St.  John's  at  7:30  tonight,  at  Meridian. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:   Barb  Vargo, 

Linda  Sheppeck  and  Pan  Fry. 
The  Ushers  today  will  Usher  Wedneday  evening  also. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  214  and  101  Wed.  eve.   ,  . 
^^Hospitalized:   Mr.  Harold  Sandbach,  Mr.  Paul  Hitter, 'yJF^gf 
Mr.  George  MacKinney,  fiAi*-     &S7T/CA 
„Men's  GOOD  FRIDAY  FELLOWSHIP  BREAKFAST  -YMCA  -  6:00 
**^  A.M.  -  The  Speaker  will  be  Pastor  Luther  Heyde  from 
St.  Mark's  -  To  get  tickets  see  Kenneth  Weitzei  or 
J.  Walter  Harmon  -  $1,50* 


"Jesus  Christ  As:  Love" 
rexts:  Rom  5:8,  Deut  7:7-8 

BUT  r    g^njnmnvn   uts  t.ttv  2WARD  US  IN  THA'T,WHIL  WE  WERE 
IET  ■ ,  flNEflS .  XP  DIED  ,4  US .  "*" 

I    &  defin:song=Luv  many  splend  thing, (Illustrations 
But  wen  spk  G, under st  diff  way  &  thru  Js  Xp 
Js  Xp  mak  us  justif  B4-  G.we  4-givn, right  ,bcuz  Sac  Js 
F  say  this  vs  8,  Scrip  AM  ,  ( Read )  .EXPLAIN  9-1 1  , 
order  2  underst  nother  perspec  OT  Deut  7th  dhapter 
Tfcis  book  quot  mor  by  Js  any  other=2nd  Law 
Moses  final  discorse  &  repeat  histry  Is 
He  giv  valua  info  READ  vss  1-6  &  explain 
Jews  enjoin  not  2  mix/marry  pagans , heathen  aroun  the* 
We  2  do  likwis  or  B  brot  dwn  lev  worl  &  Church  predi' 
2day.  Libs  turn  from  thing  G,&  sub  idol,raus  liv/no^ 
Marriag  2day/phys  attrac  &  regret  later  join 

(Illus  Modernism  by  Crisswell) 
wat  wrong  nation, worl, lay  dor step  Ch,bcuz  fail  giv 
thruth  from  Bible 
Vs  J7=no  big/best  &  why  G  no  choz  Babs ,Roms, Greeks 
if  did  G  respec  person, they  gre  Bib  wihtout  G,no 
Self-satis  &  blind  need  salvation  need 

Wel':h,prestig,power=lrg  EGO  &  no  need  G 
Hard  peop  talk  salv=self-suf f ic ,wat  need  G  4?? 
G  mak  them  miserab,hundranc  &  no  wanthear  it 
Again, again, Is  hope  dash  conquer  peop  &  tried  but 
they  lern  C  G's  hand  in  destiny  &  so  shud  we 
Worl  condit  discourag,P  Harvey  say, "News  media  surr 
report  ea  day, men  kill  men, in  name  relig 
^ut  shud  we  get  complet  dwn?   NO,Bcuz  G  plan  B 
j>rk  out  &  we  lik  ancient  Jew, small  numb,&  weak 
But  in  all  this,G  hand  can  B  seen 
No  army, Navy  in  worl  can  stop  G's  plan  4  mankind 
&  even  tho  weary  hart, can  rejoic  G  will  lead  horn 
if  plac  self  His  care  &  keep 
Vs  8=wat  G  say, He  will  do,G  keep  Word 

We"  know  rescue  Isites  mirac  way, But  we  also  rescue 
mirac  way  &  this  thru  Js  Xp 
This=GRACE-|free  giftfnot  era, not  merit, not  rienerv 
notabl2  work  4, it  giv  by  G  in  Luv 
Yfi  8  agflim'-. 
em  4-  Isite  =  set  free,iieb=i-AjJiL-H=tura  loose, ransc 
PT>rl=TvHr.fi  T)aAd  4-^thus  OT=FREE.NT=BOT  £  PAID  4- 
&  we  ident  with  2  JEWS  Bcuz  ixK  taem  we  1'ew, minority 

^h   shud  mak  all  us  kno  Js  Xp  As: Luv 
this  wat  He  was,&wat  He  is  2day, 
The  Luv  of  God  4-  all  mankind. 


(Illut 
-  'i'h 


"Jesus  Christ  As:  Love" 

Texts:  Romans  5:8,   Deuteronomy  7=7-8 

R*   .5:8,  BUT  GOD  CO  MENDED  HIS  LOVE  TOWARD  US  IN  THAT,  WHILE  WE  WERE  YET  8IMERS, 
CHRIST  DIED  FOR  US. 

Deut.  7:7-8,  THE  LORD  DID  NOT  SET  HIS  LOVE  UPON  YOU,  NOR  CHOOSE  YOU,  BECAUSE  YE 
WERE  MORE  IN  NUMBERS  THAN  ANY  PEOPLE;  FOR  YE  WERE  THE  FEWEST  OF  ALL  PEOPLE:  BUT 
BECAUSE  THE  LOED  LOVED  YOU,  AND  BECAUSE  HE  WOULD  KEEP  THE  OATH  WHICH  HE  HAD  SWORN 
UNTO  YOUR  FATHERS,  HATH  THE  LORD  BROUGHT  YOU  OUT  WITH  A  MIGHTY  HAND,  AND  REDEEMED 
YOU  OUT  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  BONDAGE,  FROM  THE  HAND  OF  PHARfiffl,  KING  OF  EGYPT. 

The  word  Love  is  used  in  many  different  ways.   In  our  society  today  It  has  be- 
come more  or  less  perverted  to  only  mean  romantic  or  sexual  love.   The  modern 
song  writer  has  described  Love,  by  stating,  "Love  is  a  many  splendored  thing." 
And  it  is. 

(Illustration  of  Love:  Man  &  faults,  woman  &  electric  gadgets,  Adam  &  Eve) 
This  will  give  you  an  idea  that  love  is  many  things.   But  when  we  speak  of  love 
in  conjunction  with  God,  we  understand  it  and  see  it  in  a  much  different  way. 
We  know  the  love  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ  who  aadcs  made  and  makes  us  justified 
before  God.   This  means  we  can  stand  before  God  not  as  completely  sinful  and  un- 
righteous, unforgiven  people.  But  instead,  as  forgiven,  righteous  people  be- 
cause of  the  Sacrifice  of  Jesus  Christ  for  each  of  us.  And  this  is  exactly  what 
Paul  is  stating  in  the  portion  of  Scripture  we  read  from  his  letter  to  the  Romans 
He  states  this  very  clearly  in  the  8th  verse  of  this  5th  chapter,  (read  verse  8). 
(Read  verses  9-11)  and  explain).   But  in  order  to  understand  this  more  compfsetely, 
we  should  look  at  it  from  another  perspective  and  that  is  to  be  found  in  the  OT 
book  of  Deuteronomy.   Let  us  turn  to  the  7th  chapter  of  Deuteronomy. 
This  OT  book  by  the  way  was  quoted  from  by  Jesus  Christ  more  than  any  other. 
xfexkaaxfaKKKXEKiiSBt  The  name  Deuteronomy  means,  "The  Second  Law. 5   Moses  final 
discourses  are  recorded  here,  and  mostly  he  is  repeating  the  past  history  of  the 
people  of  Israel.  °o  as  we  look  at  this  7th  chapter  we  see  that  Moses  is  giving 
some  valuable  instructions  to  the  people  in  the  first  few  verses, (read  1  to  6 
a  "  comment  on  each).   The  Jews  were  being  enjoined  not  to  mix  in  with  the  pagans 
and  the  heathens  surrounding  them.   They  are  to  be  apart  from  them  lest  they  be 

converted  to  their  ways  and  to  their  gods.   We  can  say  very  frankly  and  bluntly 
that  this  is  to  be  our  mission  in  life  as  well.  It  does  not  mean  that  we  shut 
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ourselves  apart  and  away  from  all  of  the  world  around  us,  but  it  does  mean  that 

be  careful  not  to  be  brought  down  to  the  level  of  much  of  our  world.  The 
Church  today  is  finding  itself  in  this  predicament  more  and  more.   The  liberal 
element  is  striving  to  lead  us  from  the  things  of  God  to  the  things  of  the 
world  and  we  must  be  careful  that  we  do  not  subtetitute  the  real  God,  for  the 
idols  of  the  world.   We  must  work  and  labor  alongside  of  many  who  are  ahteists, 
non-believers,  pagan,  heathens  and  what  have  you.   But  we  must  not  let  them 
influence  us  to  the  point  that  we  conform  to  them,   We  need  to  share  with  them 
our  Savior  and  let  them  know  where  we  stand,  because  we  certainly  are  going  to 
hear  and  know  where  they  stand.  This  is  one  reason  the  institution  of  marriage 
finds  itself  in  such  bad  straits  at  this  time.   The  Jewish  nation  was  warned  not 
to  marry  and  mix  with  the  unbelieving  heathens  around  them,  and  when  they  did 
they  lost  sight  of  God.  -n-nd  this  is  what  is  happening  in  our  society  today. 
Boys  and  girls,  and  young  men  and  women  are  physically  attracted  to  one  another 
wid  they  do  not  place  their  lives  in  the  will  of  God  asking  uim  what  He  wants 
them  to  do,  and  they  rush  into  a  hasty  marriage  only  to  regret  it  several  weeks 
or  months  later. 

(illustration  of  modernism  by  Crisswell) 

So  at  this  point  in  time  we  need  to  realize  that  much  of  what  is  going  wrong  in 
our  nation  and  in  our  world  can  be  laid  at  the  doorstep  of  the  Church,  because 
it  has  been  failing  to  share  the  Truth  as  God  has  given  it  to  us  in  His  Word. 
Moses  goes  on  to  point  out  to  these  people  that  God  did  not  choose  them  be- 
cause they  were  the  biggest  and  the  best,  ^nd  I  am  sure  that  the  question  is 
always  raised,  oust  why  God  did  not  choose  a  better  example  as  His  people. 
Well,  Just  suppose  that  God  had  chosen  the  Babylonians,  or  the  Greeks,  or  the 
.Romans  for  His  people.   What  do  you  suppose  this  would  have  meant  or  brought 
about?  First  ofa  all  we  would  have  to  think  that  God  was  a  respecter  of  per- 
^srons.   If  he  had  chosen  one  of  these  powerful  nations  who  had  grown  large  and 
powerful  not  by  the  guidance  of  a  deity,  but  instead  by  their  own  power,  G0d 

would  have  been  supporting  a  self-satisfied  people.   JJid  these  large  powerful 
nations  need  the  support  of  a  God?  of  course  not.  And  because  of  this,  they 
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would  "have  been  blinded  to  their  need  for  salvation.   health,  prestige,  and 

ver  have  a  tendency  to  produce  self-satisfaction  and  a  large  ego,  which  has 
little  need  of  dependence  upon  anyone  or  anything  including  God.  This  is  just 
as  true  today  as  it  was  back  in  the  time  of  Moses,   borne  of  the  hardest  people 
to  talk  to  about  salvation  are  those  who  are  self-sufficient.   After  all,  if  you 
have  all  or  much  of  what  the  world  has  to  offer  in  material  goods  and  possess- 
ions, what  do  you  need  God  for?   For  you  see,  to  these  people  God  is  a  hindrance 
and  they  only  know  ^im  as  one  who  makes  their  lives  miserable,  for  He  reminds 
them  of  their  need  of  ^im.  And  quite  frankly ,  they  do  not  want  to  hear  it. 
Again  and  again  Israel's  hopes  were  dashed  by  conquering  peoples  and  armies. 
But  because  their  hopes  were  so  sorely  tried  they  learned  to  see  God's  hand  in 
their  destiny  and  so  should  we. 

We  look  around  us  at  world  conditions  today  and  it  is  not  too  difficult  to  be- 
come discouraged.   I  heard  on  Paul  Harvey's  news  broadcast  on  Thursday  that 
-_.e  news  media  is  surrounded  on  all  sides  each  day  by  reports  from  all  over  the 
world  of  men  killing  men,  in  the  name  of  religion.   But  with  this  distressing 
news,  should  we  become  completely  down  on  religion  and  mankind?  I  say  no,  be- 
cause we  are  like  the  nacient  Jews  who  were  small  in  number,  and  weakest  among 
the  peoples  of  the  world.   In  all  of  this  killing  and  destruction,  God's  hand 
can  be  seen  and  H: £  plan  is  being  worked  out  each  moment  of  each  day.   The  most 
powerful  armies  and  navies  in  the  world  cannot  stop  or  thwart  God's  plan  for 
mankind.   3o  even  though  we  may  be  heart  sick  and  weary  of  all  of  the  sad  news 
we  hear  and  read,  we  can  rejoice  that  God  is  with  us  and  will  lead  us  Home  if 
we  place  our  lives  in  His  care  and  keeping. 

And  then  we  see  as  we  read  in  the  8th  verse  of  this  chapter,  that  God  keeps  His 
Word.   What  He  says  He  will  do,  He  will  do  it.   We  know  that  He  rescued  the 
Israelites  from  the  Egyptians  in  a  mighty  and  miraculous  way.   But  we  also  know 
"tnat  He  has  rescued  us  in  another  and  more  miraculous  way,  and  that  is  through 
Jesus  Christ.   This  resuce  for  us  and  for  all  mankind  is  known  as  GRACE.   And 

GRACE  simply  defined,  is  a  free  gift  from  God,  not  merited,  not  deserved,  and 
not  able  to  be  earned  through  works  of  the  flesh.   It  is  given  by  God  out  of 
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love.   And  this. stated  in  this  verse,  (read  ?s  8). 
A 

Re      emed  for  the  Israelite  at  this  time  meant  to  be  set  free  and  it  came  from 

the  Hebrew  word,  PaDHAH,  which  simply  meant  to  ransom,  to  be  turned  loose. 

The  New  Testament  Greek  word  means  not  ,just  to  free,  but  to  have  a  price  paid  for 

that  freedom.  Thus  we  see  the  £:kss±h|$  redemption  of  the  Jews  at  the  time  of 

Moses  through  being  freed  from  slavery,  and  we  see  the  complete  fulfillment  groz 

of  redemption  through  Jesus  Christ  and  His  sacrifice  upon  the  cross.   This  was 

for  all  mankind  and  not  just  for  one  race  of  people.   But  still  we  can  identify 

with  the  ancient  Jews  because  even  though  this  was  accomplished  for  all  mankind, 

the  ones  who  take  advantage  of  it,  have  anitxacEK  been  and  are  today  some  of  the 

fewest  of  all  people  on  the  earth.   We  are  in  a  minority,  which  again  should  show 

us  that  God  does  not  respect  certain  people. 

(Illustration  of  daughter  of  Martin  Luther's  printer  and  God's  love) 

This  is  what  should  make  all  of  us  know  ifrxfc  "Jesus  Christ  As:  Love,"  for  this 

i^_.hat  He  was,  and  this  what  He  is  today.   The  Love  of  God  for  all  mankind. 


"Jesus  Christ  As:  Life"  (through  faith) 
Texts:  Rom  10:13,  Deut.  8:ftx  5 
4  ,  OSQEVER  SBAI.  CALL  UPONTHE  NAM  0.F  THE  LORD  SHALL 


LF1 


HAH  BOTH  HOE  LIY   BI  BRED   ALQH.BUT  BY  .CTrtHY  -JOHD  ' 


r!^n       uy  .   .  .       ...<»         ..l.         n .^j,      tu^iniyu^ Mi        Ul      I'll)  I "^>*m       ^~x   tjh 

fpoc-:edsttt  out  ott  thk  mouth  of  the  lord  .doth  hah  LlV. 

C-.lus  Shakespeare , Macbeth f brevity  of  lif ) 
~Born,liv,die, cert  time  4  ea,ian  or  animal 
Fonder  lif  relig  standpt  not  how  long, hut  quality 
Lif  as  quality  &  not  quanitity 
iSXEGgTB:  Romans  10:1-13 
"73  ^  i  ^  concern  1  Jews 
va  2.  giv  credit  1-B  zealous 
vsb  5,#,  tells  frankly  no  submit  2  rightousness  G 

if  had  wild  discov  Ja  Jtp  end  serch  4  it 
still  prob  2day,man  no  lern  1  gener  2  another 
man  still  want  find  G  by  do  own  thing  &  simpl  Js  Xp 
the  ult  revel  G  that  end  -serch  4-  rightousness 
No  good  deed,works  add  2  G  list  gud/evil,8;  era  f av  ' 
'tie   revert  bak  2  leglism  of  Jews 
P  systematic  spel  detail 
va_Jj,  cite  Hose  &.   rightousnes  law 
v|_6a,p  disting  tween  rightousness  d   faith 
6b-^,  law  wud  demand  pruf  Js  Xp  still  available 
*"  JL  word  faith  with  them, mouth, harts=Gospel 
Eypl  V33  9-12,  this  shud  mak  harts  leap  4-  joy 
"2  looks  at  deth.Phars  &  Sadds 

vs  13,  2B  sav=rescu  from  destruc  by  G,&  B  part  plan 
J%   Xp  As:Lif=etern  lif  with  G  Byond  this  lif  thru  Fai 
Deut  8:1-3.i5XaC,ET5 

~P  &  Hose  pt  out  Bradford  ft  they  equal 
B   l=(Illus  thrifty  wnraan  atriTHT,Rnapf  atcl 
"l'nez  thing  no  gain  lif  4  ua,we  2B  bout  cuz  luv  G, 
&  no  Bens  gain  merit  4  us 
1'  say  2  call  is  2Bliev 
this  culmin  Js  Xp  As: Lif, but  we  lose  site  wat  Xp 
shud  mean  2  ea  us. 
(Illus  Fenner  M-irtin  &  heaven) 

Shud  B  our  joy, wen  die  Stand  G^ presence, Bcuz  B;iev 
Impera  preach  Salv  thru  Blud  Xp  &  we  need  know 
whether  mad  commit  or  not 
Call  it;Saved,  Born  .igain  it  not  fanatic  but  concern 
If  ask=Do  U  kno  wher  spend  etern?  All  say  Heaven 
So  why  fuss?  Lif  Byond  is  wat  this  lif  about 
'ie  ^rain  here  4  etern,  but  hav  4taate  etern  thru 
fel  .ship  with  -ip  on  erth 
We  hav  mor  abund  lif  He  tell  of  wen  turn  2  "ig   „    , 
lay  Js  <£p  As:T.if  dwell  in  ea  Ur  harts  Iivs,bcub  u  j 
liv  by  G'a  Word,&  0  hav  called  upon  His  name. 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH   OF    CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Lenten  Service  March  16,    1977 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.    Link,   Pastor 
Mrs-   Kay  Morris,    Organist  and  Choir  Director 


ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  7:30  P.M. 

Prelude:  "Even  Song"         John  LaMontaine 

•Hymn  No.  14  Page  7  (Old  Favorite)  "Stand  Up  Stand  Up 

for  Jesus" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
■•Invocation 
scripture       Romans  10:  1-13 
Offering 

Offertory  Solo:   "If  I  have  wounded  any  Soul  today" 
Sung  by  Von  Maloney      (Gabriel) 
Evening  Prayer  and  Choral  Response 

Anthem:   "Amazing  Grace"   (Spiritual)    Chancel  Choir 
Sermon:     "JESUS  CHRIST  AS:   LIFE" 
♦Hymn  No.  3d  Page  19   (Old  Favorites)  "Wonderful  Words  of 

Life" 
•Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 

♦Postlude     "The  King  of  Love"     arr  by  Willan 
--------  *Congregation  Standing  -------- 

Elder  and  Mrs.  Paul  Riemer  will  greet  the  Congregation 
1   t  the  door  tonight. 

The  Youth  Good  Friday  Breakfast  will  be  held  on  Good 
Friday,  April  8,  in  the  Meridian  U.P.  Church,  1150 
Highland  Ave.  Meridian,  at  8:00  a.M.  The  breakfast 
is  being  sponsored  by  the  Youth  Commission  of  the  Butler 
Fellowship  of  Churches.   There  will  be  no  charge  for  the 
Breakfast.   The  rev.  David  Carey  from  St.  Paul  R.C.  Church 
will  be  the  speaker.  Special  music  will  be  provided  by 
David  Lichius  and  Tom  Passaro. 


//  ,o    A  . 


"Jesus  Christ  As:  Life,  (through  faith)" 

Texts:  Romans  1(>:15,  Deuteronomy  8:5 

f    WHOSOEVER  SHALL  CALL  UPON  THE  NAME  OP  THE  LORD  SHALL  BE  SAVED. 

AND  HE  HUMBLED  HTEE,  AND  SUFFERED  THEE  TO  HUNGER,  AND  FED  THEE  WITH  MANNA,  WHICH 
THOU  KNEWEST  NOT,  NEITHER  DID  THY  FATHERS  KNOW:  THAT  HE  MIGHT  MAKE  THEE  KNOW  THAT 
MAN  DOTH  NOT  LIVE  BY  BREAD  ONLY,  BUT  BY  EVERY  WORD  WHICH  PROCEEDETH  OUT  OF  THE 
MOUTH  OF  THE  LORD  DOTH  MAN  LIVE. 

(illustration  of  life  by  Shakespeare,  from  MacBeth). 

This  is  the  way  Shakespeare  defines  life  in  his  play  of  Macbeth.  This  is  pretty 
much  the  description  of  life  if  we  get  right  down  to  it.   We  only  live  here  for 
a  very  short  time.   We  are  born,  we  live  a  certain  length  of  time,  and  then  we 
die.   This  is  the  cycle  of  life  whether  it  be  for  man  or  for  animal.   But  as  we 
ponder  life,  and  particularly  from  a  religious  standpoint,  we  understand  that 
it  is  not  the  amount  of  years,  months  and  days  we  spend  upon  this  earth.  But 
instead  it  is  the  quality  of  that  life.   That  quality  can  make  a  short  life 
as  meaningful  as  a  very  lengthy  one.  Thus  we  need  to  understand  life  ss  more 
as  a  quality,  than  as  a  quantity, 

Paul  in  writing  to  Christian  Jews  at  Rome  was  very  anxious  to  convey  this  to 
them,  and  we  read  a  portion  of  this  as  our  Scripture  for  this  evening.   Let  us 
look  again  at  what  Paul  is  saying  in  this  19th  chapter  of  Romans. 
In  the  1st  verse  Paul  states  his  concern  for  the  Jewish  nation  and  people.   He 
gives  them  credit,  (vs  2),  for  being  very  zealous  in  their  pursuit  of  God.   But 
he  tells  them  quite  frankly  that  they  have  not  submitted  themselves  to  the  Right- 
eousness of  God,  vs  4,  and  if  they  had  they  would  have  discovered  that  ilesus 
Christ  is  the  end  of  the  search  of  righteousness  for  anyone  who  really  wants  to 
believe  in  God,  vs  5. 
xSxalaaxssExiHxtkxsxaKriptHKKxtkaxxxaHixasxHHHHXxxsxstHmaixKHiixxs^BXiBxsiixBX 

tSiXXlSHEXXXEXXHBKEXSXIIXBE 

This  is  still  the  problem  in  the  world  today.   Its  strange  how  man  cannot  learn 

t^  -    lessons  from  one  generation  to  another.   Man  still  wants  to  find  God  by 

doing  his  own  thing.   He  cannot  accept  the  simple  fact  that  it  is  faith  in  fiesus 

Christ,  as  the  ultimate  revelation  of  God  that  ends  the  search  for  righteousness. 
It  Is  still  mans  desire  to  do  a  sufficient  number  of  works  and  good  deeds  in 
order  to  balance  the  sheet  God  keeps  of  good  and  evil,   it  is  still  a  quest  of 
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winning  God's  approval  through,  a  systematic  plan  or  style  of  living.   And  thus 

revert  back  to  the  legalism  which  we  find  offensive  in  the  lives  of  the 
Jews  of  Jesus'  day. 

We  also  see  in  this  Scripture  that  Paul  as  usual,  systematically  spells  all  of 
this  out  in  detail,  so  there  can  he  no  mistaking  what  he  means.  He  cites  Moses 
as  describing  the  righteousness  of  the  law  and  how  they  were  to  live  by  the 
law,  vs  G.  Then  Paul  begins  to  distinguish  between  the  ±sx   righteousness  of  the 
law  as  compared  to  the  righteousness  of  faith,  vs  Ga.   The  Zkkxw±   righteousness 
of  the  law  would  demand  proof  that  Jesus  Christ  was  or  is  still  available,  vss 
6b-7.   Paul  tells  them  the  word  of  faith  is  with  them,  in  their  mouths,  and 
in  their  hearts,  and  this  word  of  faith  is  the  Gospel,  which  Paul  and  the  others 
is  preaching,  vs  8. 

Paul  relates  to  them  what  tkKyxHasiisdxtsxiiiaxts  would  happen  in  their  lives  if 
they  had  this  faith.  This  faith  would  give  them  the  same  assurance  as  Paul  & 
_e  other  disciples  that  Jesus  Christ  was  and  is  the  Messiah,  and  the  He  died, 
but  did  not  stay  dead  and  arose  again,  and  because  of  this  belief  along  with 
their  confession  of  such,  they  would  be  saved.   XV>  put  it  very  simply,  Paul 
was  sharing  with  them  news  that  should  have  made  their  very  hearts  leap  within 
them.   They  tes±±erRS!ixfchafcxwkKHxfcftKyxii±K!±  had  two  beliefs  about  death.   One  wa~ 
that  when  you  died  you  were  dead  and  that  was  the  end  f  life,  period.   This 
view  was  followed  by  the  Saduccees,  and  their  followers.  The  other  view  was 
that  when  you  died  your  soul  went  to  a  place  called  Sheol,  (Hebrew),  ksA   or 

Hades,  (Greek),  and  it  awaited  the  benevolence  of  ^od  if  He  chose  to  do  any- 

This  view  was  held  by  the  Pharisees  and  their  followers. 
thing  about  it.   But  Paul  was  pointing  out  to  both  groups  and  any  others  among 

them,  that  through  belief  and  confession  of  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord,  they  were 
saved.   To  be  saved  meant  simply  to  be  rescued  from  any  destruction  that  Sod 
will  impose  upon  the  world,  and  the  wicked.   It  meant  to  be  a  part  of  His  plan 
^r  the  continuation  of  His  kingdom  whenever  and  wherever  it  would  be  estab- 
lished. 

Thus  Paul  proves  to  them  that  Jesus  Christ  is  to  be  seen  As:  Life.   But  it  is 
life  eternal  with  God,  beyond  this  life,  through  Faith. 
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And  Paul  concludes  this  portion  of  Scripture  by  assuring  them  that  there  is 

o  monopoly  with  God  just  because  a  person  is  Jewish.   But  that  Jew  and  Gentile, 
Jew  and  Greek  are  the  same  in  the  sight  of  God.  And  he  re-iterates,  vs  13. 
Now  in  order  to  understand  this  completely  it  is  necessary  that  we  again  turn 
to  the  OT  and  see  what  God  did  and  said  there.   So  let  us  turn  to  the  OT  book 
of  Deuteronomy  and  the  8th  char>ter.   We  are  going  to  look  at  pixt  the  first  $x 
3  verses  of  this  8th  chapter. 

Moses  is  relating  to  the  people  of  Israel  some  past  history,  but  he  is  also 
telling  them  to-be  obedient  to  God.   In  vss  1  &  2,  Moses  calls  them  to  live  by 
God's  commandments  and  to  remember  How  uod  led  them  in  the  wilderness  for  4-0 
years. 

Then  Moses  goes  on  to  relate  to  them  how  they  were  miraculously  fed  in  the 
wilderness,  and  they  did  not  know  about  it  or  understand  it,  neither  did  their 
fathers  before  them.   He  tells  them  that  this  was  done  to  show  them  that  God 

ot  only  took  care  of  their  physical  needs,  but  He  was  taking  care  of  their 
Spiritual  needs  as  well,  vs  3«  Here  we  see  then  that  allusion  to  God's  Word, 
His  Scriptures,  but  also  to  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Word  of  God.   Jesus  was  the 
Word  which  came  forth  from  God,  and  man  could  live  through  Him.   This  is  was  the 
message  of  Moses  to  those  who  looked  to  have  their  physical  needs  taken  care  of. 
He  was  pointing  them  to  the  spiritual  feeding  and  in  later  times  so  was  Paul. 
"This  is  what  life  is  all  about,"  they  were  suggesting.  But  in  each  age  many 
were  blinded  to  the  message  because  of  their  pre-conceived  ideas  that  every- 
thing hinged  on  them  and  what  they  did. 

What  is  life  then,  in  the  face  of  what  Moses  and  j'aul  were  saying?  Moses  says, 
"Man  does  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by  every  word  that  proceeds  out  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Lord."   The  key  words,  "Every  word  of  the  Lord,"  gives  us  the 
solution,  plain  and  simple. 

.Illustration  woman  and  thrifty  saving  of  snaps,  string,  etc.)  These  things 
do  not  gain  for  us  the  life  God  wants  for  us.  These  are  merely  things  we 

should  be  about  because  of  our  love  of  the  Lord,  and  not  because  they  gain  us 
any  extra  merits.   Life,  as  coming  xxHtoc&kEistxxHXKHXKs:  from  God  is  simply 
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put  by  Paul,  "For  whosoever  calleth  upon  the  Lord  will  be  saved."   To  call,  is 
■t   "Believe."  You  would  not  request  or  "call"  to  someone  for  help,  if  you  did 
not  believe  he  would  help  you. 

do  this  is  the  culmination  of  Jesus  Christ  As:  Life."   T5ut  we  are  prone  to  lose 
sight  of  all  that  Christ  should  mean  for  each  of  us. 
(Pepper  Martin,  St.  Louis  Card,  &  heaven). 

This  should  be  the  joy  that  fills  our  lives  every  day.   The  joy  that  when  God 
calls  us  home,  we  go  into  His  presence,  because  we  have  believed  in  Christ.  This 
is  why  it  is  imperative  that  we  preach  of  salvation  through  His  blood.   This  is 
why  we  must  each  search  our  hearts  and  sss  know  whether  or  not  we  have  made  this 
commitment.  People  get  all  excited  that  the  preacher  is  a  religious  fanatic  if 
he  mentions  being"saved,"or  being"Born  Again,"   But  this  is  what  it  is  all  about. 
If  I  asked  you  the  question,  "Where  do  you  want  to  spend  eternity?",  I  am  sure 
that  all  of  you  would  answer  with  God  in  heaven,  rather  than  in  Hell  with  Satan. 

vhy  the  big  fuss  about  making  certain  this  is  certified  for  you?   The  life 
beyond  is  what  this  life  is  all  about.  We  are  merely  training  to  live  on  the 
other  side,  while  here  on  earth.   But  we  can  have  a  foretaste  of  that  life 
through  Christ,  because  when  we  ehuih  ask  Him  to  come  into  our  hearts  and  lives, 
we  begin  to  live  that  more  abundant  life,  He  told  us  of,  and  we  begin  to  know  the 
joy  that  is  to  be  found  in  being  one  of  ttis  followers.  And  may  *teE.y±wx&xmZx%±£ 
Jesus  Christ  As:  Life,  live  and  dwell  in  each  of  your  hearts  and  lives,  because 
you  live  by  God's  Word,  and  you  have  called  upon  His  Name. 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH  OF    CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Fourth       Sunday  in  Lent  March  20,    1977 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

The  Hev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 

Mrs,    Kay  Morris,    Organist  and  Choir  Director 

Beth  Feder,    Brian  Kennedy  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF   WORSHIP  -    11:00   A.M. 
Prelude;        "Processional   in  G  Major"  Stanley 

•Processional  Hymn  No*    299   "Lead  on,    0  King  eternal '" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession   (In  Unison)    "0  God,   you  know  how  we  are 
exposed  to  the  world's  temptations *   but  you  also 
know  that  we  would   like   to  be  righteous.      Grant   us 
the  strength   to   follow  our  Master  down  the  road  of 
discipleship,    even   though  we  know  we  shall  surely 
meet  the  cross  at  the  end  of  that  road.     Forgive  us   for 
all  sin  that  prevents  us  from  following  Him  rightly, 
through   the  same  Jesus   Christ  our  Lord.      Amen." 
•Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:    '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

♦People:      And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology        No ,    551 
Scripture:  Deuteronomy  32:    1-14 

Hymn  No*    17     Page  9   (Old  Favorites)    "I   can  hear  my  Savior 

Calling) 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith        (Apostles'    Creed)      /Jr  w     £*(/* 
•Gloria  Patri  Jl  / 

Call  to  Prayer  r'^J£f 

Pastor:      The   Lord  be  with  you. 
People:      And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:      Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer    and    Prayer    Response 
Offering 

Offertory: 
Anthem:        "The  King  of  Love  My  Shepherd  Is"  Shelley 

Cyndie        Sybert  ,  (Loprano) ,        Rob   Sybert,    {Baritone* 
and  the  Chancel   Choir 
Sermon:  "JESUS  CHRIST  AS:      LEADER" 

) 


Prayer  and  Lord ' s  Prayer 

Hymn  No.  466     "He  leadeth  me1' 

Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postlude;      "Choral  Sang"  Wesley 

_--.-._____  *Cangregation  Standing  ------- 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar-  have  been  given  by 

the  Botacchi  Family  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Robbie  Vinroe,  Brian 

PfabeT  Steve  Basehore,  Chris  Pfabe  and  Bob  Dellen. 
The  Ushers  will  also  serve  Wednesday  evening  at  the 

Lenten  Service. 
Elder  and  Mrs-  Mike  Na^aruk  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  today. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:   Barb  Vargo, 


Marlene  Riemer  and  Ellen  Master, 


^r 


tf*rf£ 
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'Hospitalized:   Mr.  George  MacKinney  and  Mr*  Harold   - — 

Sandhach,  GAf*-  /ttn?** 
Hon*  -  7:30  -  Fidelity  Bible  Class 
jS»Wed,  -  7:30  -  Lenten  Service,/**-'  A"*  C*#J^  f&ff*    ETC-. 
Wed.  -  6:30  -  Chancel  Choir  will  practice, 
TONIGHT  -  7:00  -  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP 
Thurs.  -  7:00  -  Bible  Study 
Mr.  Paul  Hitter  would  like  to  thank  everyone  who  sent 

cards  to  the  hospital  and  to  his  home  -  they  were  very 

much  appreciated. 
^> Kay  Morris  will  have  an  Organ  Recital  on  Palm  Sunday 

evening  at  7:30  P.M*  at  St.  Peter's  Episcopal   Church. 
Good  Friday  Fellowship  Breakfasts  - 

Women's  -  YWCA  -  Guest  Speaker  -  Rev.  Jean  H.  Henderson 

Special  music  -  7:30  A.M.  $!.~5  -  Reservations  must 

be  made  in  advance . 
Men's  -  YMCA  -  6:00  A.M.  -  Speaker  Pastor  Luther  Heyde 

Ken  Weitzel  and  J*  Walter  Harmon  have  tickets  -$1,50 
Youth  -  Meridian  U*  P.  Church,  4150  Highland  Ave, 
Meridian  at  8:00  A.M.   Sponsored  by  the  Youth  Commission 
There  will  be  no  charge  for  Breakfast*  Rev,  David 
Carey  from  St.  Paul  R.C.  Church  will  be  speaker. 
Special  music  provide  by  David  Lichius  and  Tom  Passaro. 
^>rfJew  Members  will  be  received  on  Palm  Sunday  -  if  you 

know  of  anyone  interested  in  joining  the  church  - 

leave  the  Pastor  know  or  put  a  slip  in  the  offering 

plate. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  232 


"Jesus  Uhrist  As:  Leader" 
Text:  Deut  32:11-12 

Ser   s  depict  Js  Xp  many  things , specif  things  2  pt  2 
But  wen  consid  Js  Xp:  Lead,  sub  <j  permeat  all  His  minis 
Rather  NT  examps,turn  OT  &  32  Deut 
Hose  final  discors  or  Song  Moses 
vs  9=doublets,  Jacob  as  Israel , re-read  vs  use  Israel 

Israel =Him= Jacob 
■^IQjfLuv  of  G  4  peop 

skip  11,  go  2-12, G  as  lead,examp  peop  cling  2 
Js  as  pact  Trinity=thus  He  is  Leader 
Js  Xp  &  cp  2  Eagle 
Explain  Eagle =bird  prey , symbol (Us ,Rome , France , Egypt ) 
Strong, courag, a  leader  '•  no  follower 
make  nest,thDiras  etc, then  Iv  nest  &  must  fly, 
cp  this  explan  2  vs  11 
This  lead  of  Eagles  &  compar  2  Js  Xp=gud  examp 
He  taut  with  infin  patienc  2  prep  4  time  no  with 
(Illustration  blind  man  try  2  locate  mus e urn ) 

Peop  worl  2day  sere a  4-  things  2  comfort  hart,livs 
Juan  Ponce  DeLeon?61 , Argentine  ^occo^rof  wrestle 
secret  liv  150, die  49 
peop  seek  way  prolong  lif , facelift , transplants , 
cosmetics  2  cover  age  8s  deterioration 
Why?  Bcuz  inherent  fear  deth  &  dying 
"  fear  deth?  Bcuz  uncert  wher  spend  eternity 
Yet  if  resolv  thru  Xp  we  know  etern  destiny 
Jn  quote =&  wher  perfect  luv  cum  from?  Js  Xp  as  Leader 
Js  say(Quote),  Xp  is  Joy  shud  fill  &  lite  ea  day  livs 
Thru  Him  hav  lif  &  mor  abund,this  lif  8s  etern  as  wel 
Mos  pt  real  G  among  heathen  &  Js  Xp  human  revel  same 
".13  "'I  ,io1  OTnnn  i9T"*gft  ftlieha  ,a-rti  f -ir.ial-g^aMers  f bees ) 
Ea  day  call  upon  dec id  which  real/artific  in  lif 
No  alway  easy, thing  least  import  brite  8b  gayest 
packages 
Sin,allur  this  worl  shin  4th  mor  vivid  than  G  things 
Satan  quik  capital  wat  need  2  lur  from  G 
We  G  all  round  &  hear  all  sides 
Mad  Ave,Holywood  dun  gd  job  turn  slik  endors  evils 
Illicit  sex,adultry,unfaithfulnes  TV, movies  made 
look  gud/But  no  C  hart  break, vD,brok  homes, cort  fite 
crying  children  etc 
Bilbords  show  coctail  hour, Happy  hour  busnes  men 
No  G  drunks  in  gutter, led  here  by  this  mess, 
C  bid4"',  face  men, women  endors  brand  cigs, 
No   peop  wast  way  inches  lung  cancer, stomach, liver, 
or  oeop  no  talk  throat  cancer  H 

We  need  decid  who  we  folio  ,Xp  or  Sa£aa?  i!c_b£th 
No  worl  fc  G,Js  cam  2  sho  G",  &  this^seas  reach  2  us  & 
^Tp'V  PK  laad  thru  all  111  &  tflm-ii. 
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"Jesus  Christ  As:  Leader" 

Text:  Deuteronomy  32:11-12 

"J   AN  EAGLE  STIRRETH  UP  HER  NEST,  FLUTTERSTH  OVER  HER  YOUNG,  SPEEADETH  ABROAD 
HElr  WINGS,  TAKETH  THEM,  BEARETH  THEM  ON  HER  WINGS:  30  THE  LORD  ALONE  DID  LEAD 
HIM,  AND  THERE  WAS  NO  STRANGE  GOT)  tflTH  HIM." 

In  our  series  of  messages  depicting  Jesus  Christ  as  many  different  things,  there 
have  been  specific  things  we  could  point  to  and  state  that  these  exemplified  Him 
in  a  certain  way.   But  when  we  consider,  "Jesus  Christ  As:  Leader,"  we  are  deal- 
ing with  a  subject  that  permeated  all  His  ministry.   Thus,  rather  than  point  Him 
out  in  one  or  more  of  His  parables.   Or  depict  Him  as  showing  forth  leadership  i  n 
one  of  &is  discourses  to  His  disciples  and  followers,  I  would  like  to  take  a  few 
brief  verses  from  our  Scripture  for  this  morning,  and  strive  to  point  these  verses 
to  Christ,  as  Leader.   So  let  us  turn  once  again  to  the  32nd  chapter  of  Deuteron- 
omy. 

I  would  imagine  that  from  reading  this  as  our  Scripture,  we  determined  that  Moses 
was  giving  a  portion  of  his  final  discourse  to  the  Jewish  people.   This  is  called 
Ho*es  song,  and  it  depicts  the  history  of  the  people  of  Israel  and  their  relation- 
ship with  God.  Moses  keeps  reminding  them  that  God  has  been  with  them  and  deliv- 
ered them  in  all  circumstances. 

jiftxfefKKKxitBxtfeBXHatiHiixHfxixraEixaaxxSiiaxx  Moses  points  out  in  vs  9  that  God  had 
chosen  Israel  as  His  people.   At  our  -"ible  study  the  other  night  it  was  brought 
out  that  in  Jewish  literature,  the  writers  would  write  in  doublets  to  emphasize 
what  they  were  trying  to  say.   The  Psalms  are  good  examples  of  this.   But  this 
9th  vs  is  also  a  good  example  of  this.   Forst  Moses  says,  "The  Lord's  portion  is 
His  people,"   then  he  says,  "Jacob  is  the  lot  of  His  inheritance."   What  was  it 
that  God  told  Jacob  when  Jacob  wrestled  with  God  all  night?   Well,  if  you  remem- 
ber the  message  of  a  short  time  back,  Jacob  was  told  by  God  that  his  name  would 
no  longer  be  Jacob,  but  instead,  it  would  be  Israel.   Thus  we  see  that  Moses  is 
saving  the  same  thing,  in  two  different  ways  to  emphasize  his  point.   So  the 
veTse  actually  could  read,  "For  the  Lord's  portion  is  xx  Israel;  Israel  is  the 

lot  of  his  inheritance." 

Moses  from  this  point  on  refers  to  the  nation  of  Israel  as  "Him."   Perhaps  for 
them  to  understand  what  he  is  saying,  he  leads  them  to  believe  he  is  implying 
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he  is  talking  about  Jacob.  In  eiyher  event  it  is  the  nation  of  Israel  he  is  talk- 
i   about,  and  be  continues  with  his  history  lesson  in  his  final  song  to  them. 
[■loses  tells  them  of  the  love  God  had  for  them  and  how  they  were  extra  special  to 
God,  vs  10. 

Then  Moses  makes  a  comparison  between  anxSlagiaxsniEt  a  mother  Eagle  and  her  brood, 
bmt  I  would  like  to  skip  over  this  verse  for  a  moment  and  go  on  to  the  12th  verse 
instead.   Moses  tells  the  people  that  it  was  God  aline  who  led  them  and  there  was 
not  a  strange  god  who  went  with  them.   In  other  words,  they  knew  God  and  He  knew 
them.   There  was  a  relationship  which  had  developed  between  them,  which  they 
could  not  have  had  with  an  idol,  or  a  god  made  of  stone.   But  Moses  is  showing 
God  as  a  leader,  as  an  example  for  the  people  to  remember  and  to  cling  to.   He 
does  this  by  comparing  God  to  an  eagle  in  vs  11. 

But  since  we  are  striving  to  show" Jesus  Christ  As:  Leader,"  perhaps  we  need  to 
define  this  a  bit.  -First  of  all  Jesus  Christ  as  we  know  ^im,  was  the  human 
p _  t  of  the  Trinity.   But  since  the  3  in  Ix  1  are  1  and  the  same,  we  know  that 
Christ  was  with  God  at  the  creation  and  throughout  all  of  the  history  of  Israel, 
until  His  coming  into  the  world  as  God  in  the  flesh.   Thus  our  comparison  of 
"Jesus  Christ  As:  leader,"  is  not  farfetched  or  stretching  our  imaginations  in 
any  way.  6o   comparing  what  Moses  is  saying  about  God  in  this  verse,  and  remem- 
bering that  Jesus  was  with  God  at  this  point,  and  then  iiaski  thinking  ahead  to 
His  life  as  we  know  it  in  the  Gospels,  let  us  make  the  comparison  between  Christ 
and  an  Eagle. 

An  Eagle  is  a  rather  large  bird  of  prey.  The  Amrican  Eagle  can  grww  to  reach  a 
wingspan  of  ?Y?   feet.   Because  of  the  nature  of  the  Eagle  it  has  been  used  as  a 
symbol  of  courage  and  strength.   The  xamaitxamny  Eagle  was  used  as  an  emblem  of 
one  of  the  Ptolemies  of  Egypt,   It  was  a  symbol  used  on  the  standards  of  the 
iioraan  army,  and  it  was  az symbol  used  by  Napolean  ^onaparte.   Today,  the  Eagle 
i^  National  emlblem  of  the  United  States.   xkaxtdagiKxrsxHHtsdxfHxxiisxEHEHgs 
The  Eagle  is  a  ve^y  intelligent  bird,  and  is  a  definite  leader,  and  not  a  follow- 
er. 
We  are  told,  and  I  have  read  about  this  that  in  the  making  of  the  nest,  the  mothe] 
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Eagle  lines  the  nest  with  thorns,  and  then  covers  them  with  her  down,  and  grass 
anc   vfcher  soft  material  she  can  find.   She  lays  her  eggs  usually  2,  and  no  more 
than  5  and  hatches  them,  and  begins  to  care  for  the  baby  birds.   But  when  it 
comes  time  to  leave  the  nest,  the  birds  are  reluctant  to  do  so.  °o  at  this  point 
the  mother  uncovers  the  thorns,  and  the  small  birds  find  it  very  uncomfortable  to 
lie  on  them,  and  so  they  must  leave  the  shelter  of  the  nest.   This  is  what  Moses 
is  saying,  "As  an  eagle  stirreth  up  her  nest,  fluttereth  over  her  young."   I  am 
sure  that  we  can  picture  in  our  mind's  eye  a  mother  bird,  fussing  over  her  young 
and  fluttering  about  them,  trying  to  get  them  to  do  what  ifeHxxshsaid  she  wants 
them  to  do.   v/e  have  seen  robins  and  sparrows  do  this  I  am  sure. 
After  the  birds  leave  the  nest  the  mother  Eagle  must  get  them  to  try  out  their 
wings,  and  here  again  I  have  read  that  the  mother  at  a  certain  time  manipulates 
the  fcxz  babies  to  a  point  high  up  on  the  cliff  where  they  have  had  their  nest, 
and  someway  she  manages  to  push  the  birds  off,  perhaps  by  the  usef  of  her  wings, 
or  iT   feet  or  both.   But  she  succeeds  in  getting  them  away  from  the  security 
they  have  known  and  enjoyed.  Then  she  dives  after  them  spreading  out  her  wings 
and  striving  to  get  them  to  do  likewise.   Eventually  they  stretch  out  their  wings 
and  begin  their  first  feeble  flight.   They  have  the  equipment  to  fly  and  are  capa- 
ble of  flying,  but  they  need  that  push  to  make  them  do  it. 

This  is  leadership  in  Eagles  and  when  we  compare  this  to  Jesus  Christ  we  see  that 
it  is  a  good  example  of  how  He  taught  His  followers  to  prepare  for  atime  when  He 
would  not  be  around.   With  infinite  patience  He  shared  with  then  the  things  of 
God. 

(Illustration  of  blind  man  trying  to  locate  the  museum). 
This  is  a  good  illustration  of  many  people  in  our  world  today.   £hk  .i'eople  are 

running  all  over  the  world  in  search  of  something  to  comfort  their  hearts  and 

Juan  Ponce 
lives.   xsKiK  De  Leon  spent  his  life  in  search  of  the  fountain  of  youth,  and  he 

diw  as  all  men  must  die,  at  the  age  of  61.   This  past  week  a  wrestler  named 

Argentina  Rocco,  who  said  he  had  learned  the  secret  of  long  life  and  would  live 

to  be  150,  died  at  the  age  of  4-9.   People  are  in  a  constant  search  and  have  been 
since  the  creation,  for  ways  and  means  to  live  longer,  to  do  away  with  aging, 
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to  i±xsxiHngmE  overcome  all  sickness  and  disease.   Men  and  women  are  getting 
f   ilifts,  and  hair  transplants  and  using  all  sorts  of  cosmetics  to  cover  up  any 
sign  of  age  or  deterioration  and  why?  Simply  because  there  is  an  inherent  fear 
in  the  hearts  of  those  who  will  not  believe.   That  fear  rests  solely  upon  the 
fact  that  each  day  we  live,  we  are  that  much  closer  to  death.  And  why  does  any- 
one fear  death?  The  fear  H±xsa±k  of  death  is  caused  by  the  uncertainty  of  where 
we  will  spend  eternity.   Yet,  if  we  have  resolved  this  through  Christ,  as  we 
should,  then  we  know  our  eternal  destiny.   John  tells  us,  xSEiXKKfexiBXH  There  is 
no  fear  in  love,  but  perfect  love  casteth  out  fear, because  fear  hath  punishment. 
He  that  feareth  is  not  made  perfect  in  love,"   And  where  does  this  perfect  love 
come  from?   It  comes  from  Jesus  Christ  As  the  Leader  in  our  lives.   He  says  ix 
MnaKxfckafcxysBX  "These  things  have  I  spoken  unto  you,  that  my  Joy  might  remain  in 
you,  and  that  your  t1oy  might  be  full."   ^feisxisxtkKxjsqt  Christ  is  the  joy  that 
should  fill  and  light  each  day  of  our  lives.  That  through  nim  we  have  life,  and 
w   _iave  it  more  abundantly,  not  only  in  this  life,  but  in  eternity  as  well. 
But  Moses  pointed  out  the  real  God  among  the  heathen  and  pagan  gods  surrounding 
the  people  of  Israel,  and  Jesus  came  as  the  human  revelation  of  that  God. 
(Illustration  of  Solomon  and  .^ueen  of  Sheba,  arti  icial  flowers,,  bees  etc). 
Each  day  of  our  lives  we  are  called  upon  to  decide  which  are  the  real,  and  which 
are  the  artificial  things  of  this  life.   It  is  not  always  easy  because  many  times 
the  things  of  least  importance  are  wrapped  in  the  gayest  and  brightest  packages. 
The  sins  and  allurements  of  this  world  shine  forth  much  more  vividly  than  the 
eternal  things  of  God.  This  is  so  because  Satan  is  quick  to  capitalize  on  what 

is  needed  to  lure  us  away  from  God.  Look  around  and  you  can  see  this  and  hear 

and  Hollywood 
it  on  all  sides.  Madison  aVenue  has  done  a  good  job  of  turning  out  their  slick 

endorsements  of  the  evils  of  this  world.   Illicit  sex,  adultery,  unfaithfulness 

in  marriage  are  paraded  in  our  living  rooms  and  on  the  screens  of  movies  and 

d^ve-ins  as  the  best  things  that  ever  happened  to  mankind.  They  show  us  the 

smiling  happy  faces  of  these  people  as  they  indulge  in  these  degrading  things 

but  what  they  don't  show  us  is  the  venereal  disease,  the  heart  breaks,  the  broke 
homes  with  crying  children,  the  bitter  court  fights  over  custody,  and  all  of  the 
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other  ills  brought  on  by  this  kind  of  living.   We  see  the  billboards  showing  the 
pf   ies,  and  the  happy  hours  of  cocktails  for  business  men  at  lunch  and  dinner, 
but  we  do  not  see  the  drunks  lying  in  the  gutter  which  this  continual  way  of  life 
can  lead. 

We  see  the  smiling  happy  faces  of  men  and  women  endorsing  this  brand  or  that  brand 
of  cigarettes,  but  they  don't  show  us  the  people  lying  in  hospital  beds  KKXKXHg 
writhing  in  pain,  and  wasting  away  by  inches  from  lung  cancer,  liver  cancer,  kid- 
ney and  bladder  cancer  caused  by  smoking.  Or  the  people  who  have  had  their 
vocie  boxes  Removed  ^EsmxHHiHkxHg  because  of  throat  cancer  from  smoking. 
We  need  to  decide  which  leader  we  are  going  to  follow,  whether  Christ  or  Satan. 
And  we  need  to  do  it  whole  heartedly  and  not  half-heartedly.   It  cannot  be  Satan 
and  Christ.  It  cannot  be  the  things  of  ^od,  and  the  things  of  the  world.  It 
has  to  be  a  definite  choice. 

Jesus  Christ  came  to  show  us  God,  and  He  sets  before  us  the  ways  of  life  and 
dt.  ;h  as  our  Statement  of  Faith  says.   This  lenten  season  He  is  reaching  out  to 
each  of  us,  as  He  does  each  day  of  our  lives  and  He  is  seeking  to  be  our  Leader 
through  all  of  this  life  and  to  eternity. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  UfJHCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Lenten  Service  March  23,  1077 

The  Rev,  Ralphl  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Robin  Knauer  -  Acolyte 

. -.—_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-— 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  7:30  P.M. 
Prelude:     "Abide  With  He"  arr.  Willan 

•Processional  Hymn  No,  16  Page  9  (Old  Favorites) 

"An  Evening  Prayer" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Invocation 
Scripture:       Luke  12; 22-34 
Offering 

Offertory  Solo:   "He  Touched  Me"   Lloyd  Link 
Evening  PRayers  and  Choral  Response 
Anthem;   "How  Great  Thou  Art"  Chcncel  Choir  and 

Lloyd  Link,  Tenor 
Sermon:        "JESUS  CHRIST  AS:   LORD  OF  LIFE" 
•Hymn  No.  27  Pg.  IS  "The  Old  Rugged  Cross" 
(Old  Favorites) 
•Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 
•Pastlude     "My  God  How  Wonderful  Thou  Art" 

--------  ^Congregation  Standing  ------- 

Deaconess  Joan  Master  will  greet  the  Congregation  at 
the  door  tonight. 

In  The  Savior's  Footsteps 

Time  was — in  European  history  from  A.D.  1100  to  1300 — 
when  "taking  the  cross"  meant  going  on  a  crusade  to  wrest 
the  Holy  Land  from  the  infidel.   The  crusaders  wore  the  cros: 
as  a  badge. 

For  us  today  taking  up  the  cross  does  not  mean  joining 
an  overseas  military  expedition  in  behalf  of  Christ's 
kingdom.   Our  crusades  are  apt  to  be  much  closer  to  home. 
The  battlefield  is  right  in  our  hearts,  and  the  cross  we 
are  asked  to  carry  is  every  affliction  we  must  endure  as 
disciples  of  Christ. 

CM     -if       fyf#4r    //:«•   Art 
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"Jesus  Christ   As:   Lord  Of  Life" 
Texts:    Lb  12:32,    Joshua   1:9 

FEAtf    -'OT   T.TTTT.K  .FLOOrT^   IT   IS   UR   FATHSR '  J   GUP  FLEA3- 
fflST^   GIY  P  THE   KINGDOM  " — " 

Last  wk  spok  Js  Xp  =Lif  ,R-.  this  wk  L  of  Life 
May  sound  sam  but  not,Ja  Xp=Lif=lif  thru  faith, 

(  "ail  this  world  &  next. 

Js  Xp=L  of  Life=L  all  lif  ,&  grt  distinc  tween  2 

0T  &  NT  quit  diff=0T  G  reveal  self  2  Jew  peop  many 

way  2  reconcile  2  self 
NT  G  reveal  self  thru  Js  Xp,  thus  underst  both 

BXraSKTK:    TW  scrip   parab  rich   fool   &  basis  wat   Js   say 
Js   pts   out    our   need   2B   careful  how  liv  vss   22-29 
"    clos  disoors   with  vs   J0=READ,    then  READ  TEXT  vsJS 

Wat  is  Kingdom?  2  liv  etern  with  G,&  Js  reveal  G 

want  ea  2B  heirs  that  kingdom, lif  Bourn  diff  wen  en- 
trusted 2  G  care  &  keeping 
But  this  operativ  0T  many  way=Joshua,ehap  1  examp 

Tgpyt.-;rp-:,i-    1   to   9 

•joahuagTf,HO;MUAH,=YBhweh  Salv.G  Salv.Jehov   saves 
3J! — irigntif.fll    .Ta.nr.thBi-  form  aams. 

Js  Xp=YEHE3HUA  HiiHOHASHKA-Js  Hessian 

Josh  son  Hun  typ  Xp=G't3  no  reserv,lif  Along  2  G, 
deliv  Jew  peop,.Javiour  4  them,point  then  2  G 

This  G  want  show  thru  all  6ener=Josh  &  Js  Xp, 
Js  compl  fulfil  G  word  2  Josh  1:9b  READ 
Need  2  underst, lif  here  &  etern  as  sed  B4 

rj-iing  mimatar-  ft  ambitious  young  man) 

Can  prep  livs  step, by  step  &   U  may  let  liv, 
But  need  2  prep  4-  Iv  earth  &  mak  choic  heav/helj 

This  choic  with  G/separate  from  ;Iim,fellos1i/punish 
/  "icb  logical?  This  decision  mad  wen  accpt  Xp  & 
.  .  thBn  hav  eternal  lif  now  a  after  deth 
But  lif  no  free  ills , pain, sorrow, thez  cum  2  all 

{Illua    yyffln,    k-aaming    f ai  t:h  ,  f  ami  1  v    ^R\l    apm-fl 

Thez  probs  all  face  grt  or  less  degree 
Not  how  many/how  few?  hut  how  accpt  &  liv  thru 
This  woman  attitude  Js  Xp  L  of  Lif,G  her  strength 
even  tho  lif ,fam  disintegrate  M-  eyes 
This  kind  faithfulness ,dev  2  duty  G  want  ea  us 
He  want  lead, He  want  2  luv,He  want  us  G  plan  '♦■us 
But  He  need  our  lutf  2ward  Him, 
Vie  need  accpt  cost,goy  disoipship=otate  Faith, 
fit  2  liv  4  31m,&  hav  Him  L  our  Lives 
T^e  only  L  of  Lif  4-  ea  us,cast  out , displace, de- 
i  :oy  any  other  Lord  may  tak  his  place 
Let  us  know  in  this  season,?.-  let  us  say  Ylii  2  Him, 
so  He  may  liv  in  us,&  thru  us,  even  Js  xp  a£J 

LORD  OP  1  IFE. 


"gesus  Christ  As:  Lord  Of  Life" 
Texts:  Luke  12:52,  Joshua  1:9, 

"IEJJR  NOT  LITTLE  FLOCK;  FOR  IT  13  YOUR  FATHER'S  GOOD  PLEASURE  TO  GIVE  YOU  THE 

KINGDOM." 

"HAVE  NOT  I  COMMANDED  THEE?   BE  STRONG  AND  OF  GOOD  COURAGE;  BE  NOT  SIS  AFRAID, 
NEITHER  BE  THOU  DISMAYED;  FOR  THE  LORD  THY  GOD  IS  WITH  THEE  WHEREVER  THOU  GOEST. 

Last  week  we  spoke  about  Jesus  Christ  As:  Life.   This  week  we  are  going  to  look 

at  "Jesus  Christ  As:  The  Lord  Of  Life*,"   Now  although  this  may  sound  like  one 

and  the  same  topic  it  is  not.   Jesus  Christ  As  Life  is  simply  the  Life  th„t  is 

The  life  through  Faith, 
available  through  Him  both  in  this  world  and  in  the  next. .*  Jesus  Christ  As:  Lord 

Of  Life  is  to  show  that  He  is  the  very  Lord  of  all  of  Life.   There  is  a  very 
definite  distinction  between  the  two  and  this  is  what  I  would  like  to  set  forth 
tonight. 

I  am  sure  that  we  realize  there  is  a  KXH£iKifiiln  between  the  OT  and  the  NT  of 
God's  Word.   Breifly  stated  it  would  be  that  in  the  OT  God  reveals  Himself  to 
the  Jewish  people  in  many  ways,  seeking  to  XK&ssBixfctaK  reconcile  them  to  Him. 
— n  the  NT,  He  reveals  Himself  through  Jesus  Christ.   Thus  when  we  understand 
this  we  can  understand  the  purpose  of  both  . 

The  verses  immediately  preceeding  the  verses  we  read  as  our  Scripture  for  this 
evening,  are  a  parable  Jesus  told  His  disciples  concerning  the  rich  fool.   This 
of  course  is  the  story  of  a  man  who  had  great  possessions  and  who  was  all  wrap- 
ped up  in  himself  and  what  he  had.   Thin  is  the  toasis  for  the  following  dis- 
course from  Jesus  concerning  food  and  clothing.   He  was  not  saying  we  did  not 
have  need  of  these  things.   He  was  saying  that  we  needed  to  be  careful  lest  our 
KKHEBUKxkKKEiHK  lives  become  wrapped  up  in  the  material  things  of  life  and  we 
completely  neglect  the  things  which  of  of  more  value  concerning  our  souls. 
Jesus  closes  this  particular  discourse  with  the  words,  verse  50.   He  points  us 
to  what  we  should  seek  after,  vs  J1 ,  and  then  tells  us,  "Fear  not,  little  flock; 
for  it  is  your  Father's  good  pleasure  to  give  you  the  kingdom."   We  are  told 
aere  in  no  uncertain  terms  that  God  wants  us  to  have  the  kingdom,   'hid  what  is 

the  kingdom?   It  is  to  live  etrnally  with  God.   This  is  jesus  revealing  that 
God  wants  each  of  His  children  to  be  heirs  to  the  kingdom.   He  was  telling  them 
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that  life  becomes  a  different  element  altogether  when  i±  all  of  it  is  entrusted 
to  the  care  and  keeping  of  God. 

But  we  need  to  understand  that  this  was  not  a  new  concept  Christ  was  advocating, 
for  we  can  see  this  operative  in  the  Ot  in  different  examples.   One  good  example 
I  would  like  for  us  to  explore  is  in  the  life  of  Joshua.  Let  us  turn  to  the 
first  chapter  of  Joshua  to  see  this  example. 

In  the  first  chapter  of  Joshua  we  read  that  Joshua  had  taken  over  after  the 
de-,th  of  Moses,  vs  1.   The  Lord  speaks  to  Joshua  and  begins  to  relate  to  him 
how  he  is  going  to  be  able  to  lead  the  people  of  Israel  into  the  Promised  Land, 
vss  2-4-.   Sod  tells  him  that  no  man  will  be  able  to  overcome  him,  and  he  will 
be  pzsiK  Divinely  protected  as  was  Moses  before  him,  v§  5.   He  is  commanded  to 
be  strong,  meaning  that  his  strength  is  to  be  found  in  God,  and  he  is  to  be 
courageous  which  meant  he  was  to  use  the  strength  God  gave  him,  vs  6-7a.   He  is 
to  be  right  and  proper,  and  is  not  to  be  swayed  from  the  course  God  has  set  be- 
fore him,  nor  is  he  to  de  art  from  God's  law,  or  to  become  discouraged  in  the 
task,  vss  ?b-9a. 

And  then  follows  the  same  thing  Jesus  was  saying  in  the  Scripture  for  this  eve- 
ning, except  it  is  being  said  in  a  different  way,  vs  9b,  "For  the  Lord  thy  God 
is  with  thee  wherever  thou  goest."  Here  God  is  telling  Joshua  that  for  him, 
and  for  the  Jewish  people,  He, (God),  is  the  Lord  of  Life,   That  no  matter  where 
they  may  travel,  or  no  matter  whatever  their  circumstances,  He  will  be  with  them 
to  gu&ie,  direct,  lead, and  be  a  part  of  their  lives. 

Nov;  at  this  point  we  need  to  look  at  the  man  Joshua  and  determine  who  and  what 
he  is.   Joshua  means.  "God  is  Salvation,"  or,  "Jehovah  saves,"  or  will  save. 
It  literally  translated  was  "YEHCX'HUAH,"  or,  "Yahweh  is  Salvation."   It  is 
identical  with  Jesus,  which  is  merely  another  form  of  the  same  name.   The  title 
for  Jesus  Christ  among  the  Jews,  was  and  is,  "Yeheshua  Mehomashea,"  which  is 
iterpreted,  "Jesus  the  Messiah."   So  it  is  that  we  can  see  the  similarities 
between  the  two,  and  can  then  state  that  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  was  a  type  of 

Christ.   He  gave  himself  wholly  to  the  service  of  God.   He  was  God's  man  with- 
out reservation.   He  showed  that  his  life  belonged  to  God,  and  that  God  was  the 


-3- 

Lord  of  his  life.  But  his  life  also  parallels  that  of  Jesus  Christ  in  that  he 
was  the  one  who  provided  the  Jewish  people  with  deliverance.   He  was  their 
Saviour  and  he  pointed  them  to  their  Hesreenly  Father,  Almighty  God. 
This  is  what  God  wanted  to  show  all  of  His  people  in  all  generations,  and  that 
is  the  message  of  His  Lordship  for  all  of  life.  He  provided  this  through  men 
such  as  Joshua  for  His  special  people  the  Jews.   And  He  provides  this  through 
Jesus  Christ  for  all  of  us  through  the  life  and  ministry  of  this  Jesus  Christ. 
This  is  the  complete  fulfillment  of  God's  words  to  Joshua,  "Kor  the  Lord  thy 

od  is  with  thee  wherever  thou  goest." 
But  we  need  to  understand  just  as  -we  have  said  in  several  of  these  sermons, 
that  life  not  only  encompasses  living  here  on  earth,  but  life  elsewhere.   I  am 
referring  to  eternal  life  which  is  a  reality  we  must  nil  face. 
(Illustration  of  minister  speaking  to  ambitious  young  man) 

We  can  pftan  our  lives  step  by  precious  step.  Perhaps  God  may  permit  us  to  live 
them  in  just  that  fashion.   More  often  than  not,  many  things  intervene  which 
usually  prevent  us  from  living  our  lives  completely  as  we  plan  them.  But  one 
thing  is  certain,  and  that  is  we  must  plan  that  there  will  come  a  time  when  we 
know  we  are  going  to  pass  from  this  earth..   At  this  point  we  need  to  be  pre- 
pared to  also  understand  what  God  has  told  use  concerning  eternal  life.  .!e 
need  to  know  that  in  God's  eternity  there  are  two  choices  giscs  open  to  us, 
which  we  determine  while  here  on  earth.   The  choices  of  course  are  heaven  and 
hell. 

The  choice  of  being  with  God  or  being  separated  from  God  is  actually  what  it 
amounts  to.   :/ith  the  one  we  are  promised  fellowship  with  God,  and  with  the 
other  we  are  promised  torment  and  punishment.   Isn't  it  the  logical  choice  them 
that  we  want  the  fellowship  with  God?   Of  course  it  is,  and  this  is  determined 
by  what  we  do  with  Jesus  Christ,   tfhen  we  accept  Him  as  our  personal  Lord  and 

iviour  we  reserve  for  ourselves  a  place  in  eternity  which  He  prepared  and  set 
aside  for  all  believers.   This  then  fulfills  for  us  the  mission  God  gave  Him 
to  be  the  Lord  of  All  life.   Both  life  here  on  earth,  and  life  in  Heaven. 


But  we  also  need  to  understand  that  gust  because  we  know  the  Lord  and  follow 
after  Ilim,  this  does  not  guarantee  ±±£e  a  life  here  on  earth  free  of  pain  and 
"  sorrow.   These  things  all  come  to  each  of  us,  but  God's  promises  st-'y  with  us 
and  enable  us  to  see  this  life  through. 

(Illustration  of  woman  keeping  faith  even  though  all  family  falls  apart). 
These  are  the  trials  and  problems  we  all  face  to  a  greater  or  lesser  degree. 
What  counts  is  not  how  many  or  few,  but  how  we  accept  them  and  live  through 
them.  The  attitude  of  this  woman  was  one  of  accepting  God  completely  as  being 
Lord  of  her  life.   For  her  God  was  the  strength  she  relied  on  and  trusted  in, 
even  though  all  about  her,  the  life  of  her  family  seemed  to  disintegrate  before 
her  very  eyes.   This  is  the  kind  of  faithfulness  and  devotion  to  duty  that  God 
wants  from  each  of  us.   He  wants  to  love  us,   He  wants  to  lead  us.   He  wants 
to  let  us  see  His  plan  for  our  lives.   But  He  needs  our  love  toward  Him.   He 
needs  us  to  accept  the  cost  and  joy  of  discipleship  as  our  Statement  of  Faith 
-ays,  and  to  live  for  Him,  and  with  Him  as  the  Lord  of  Life.   The  only  Lord  of 

ife  for  each  of,  casting  out  and  destroying  any  other  Lord  that  may.  take  His 
place.   Let  us  know  Him  this  season,  and  let  us  say  yes  to  Him,  so  that  He  may 
live  in  us  and  through  us,  even  Jesus  Christ  As:  Lord  of  Life. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Fifth  Sunday  in  Lent  March  27,  1977 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist 
Mrs.  Cyndie  Sybert,  Youth  Choir  Director 
Beth  Feder,  Brian  Kennedy  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:    "When  on  the  Cross  the  Savior  Hung"  Scheldt 
♦Processional  Hymn  No.  474  "I've  found  a  Friend" 
♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
*ExhGrtation 

"Confession  (In  Unison)  "Father  Almighty,  we  know  that 
we  have  gone  into  hiding,  even  though  we  have  been  made 
for  thy  glory.   We  have  tried  to  keep  away  from  thy 
presence.   Forgive  us  and  bring  us  once  again  to  the 
place  where  we  may  see  thee  and  sing  praises  to  thy 
majesty;  through  Jesus  Christ.  Amen.'1 
•Kyrie         (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
♦Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

♦Paetqr;  '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

♦People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
♦Doxology    No.  5 SI 
Scripture:  Hebrews  4:    1-11 

Hymn  No*  31  Page  17  "Trust  and  Obey1'    (Old  Favorites) 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith    {Apostles'  Creed) 
♦Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 

Offering  Cyndie 

Offertory:   "I  Walked  Today  Where  Jesus  Walked"  Sybert 
Anthem:   "Into  the  Woods  My  Master  Went"         Fneddt 

Sung  by  the  Youth  Choir 
Sermon:      "JESUS  CHRIST  AS: 'LORD  OF  REST" 
Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Hymn  No.  278   "O  Love  that  wilt  not  let  me  go" 
Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 
C   in  Postlude:      "0  Love  How  Deep" 
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Tile  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have   been  placed  by 

Mr.   St  Mrs,    Guy  E.   Wiles     "To  the  Glory  of  God" 
Serving  as   Ushers   today  are:      'Richard  Mangel, 
Don  Kings ley,   Art  Carney,  Gary  Penar  and  John  Dreher. 

PreB.    and  Mrs,   Donald  Kenr.sdy  will   greet  the   Congrega- 
tion and  the  door  today. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Virginia  Mangel 
Mrs.    Judy  Snyder  and   Laurel   Stauffer. 
^Hospitalized;      Mrs.   Grace  Charlton 
^Ved.  -  Lenten  Service  -  7:30  P.M. 

Next  Sunday  -  The  second  year  confirmation  class  and    , 
new  members  will  be  received,       Pf\£r  J£*-.^£   I"£t0.     £*-, 
""^3-Maundy  Thursday  -  Holy  Communion  -  There  will   also  be 

a  Nursery  for  this  date.     On  Good  Friday  Service  -     "^§SSfc, 
7:30  -  Holy  Communion;     No  Communion  on  Easter, 

If  you  would  like   to  have   an  Easter  Lily  -  please   leave 
Bea  know  in  the  office,   price  $4,00 

Good  Friday  Breakfasts:  Men's  -  YMCA  -  6:00  A.M.  - 
Speaker  -  Pastor  Luther  Heyde.  Ken  Weitzel  and  J. 
Walter  Harmon  have  tickets   for  SI. 50. 

Women's  -  YWCA  -  7:30  A.M.    Price  $1.25  -  Rev.   Jean  H. 
Henderson  Speaker  -  Special  Music  -  Reservations  must 
be  made    in  advance. 

Youth  -  8:00  A.M.   -  at  Meridian  U.P.   Church  -  There 
will  be  no  charge  for  breakfast.   Rev.  David  Carey 
will   be  the  speaker-      Special  music  provided  by 

David   Lichius   and  Tom  Passaro. 
~^~Our  Organist  and  Choir  Director  -  Kay  Morris  will  have 
and  Organ  Recital  on  Palm  Sunday   (next  week)   at  7:00 
P.M.   at  St.   Peters  Episcopal  Church,    21a  E.   Jeff. 

Mr.    Harold  Sandbaeh  would  like  to   thank  everyone  who 
Prayed  for  Him,    sent  Flowers  and   for   the   lovely  cards 
that  you  sent  to  him  in   the   Hospital   and  home. 
-^■k  Social  Hour  will   follow  the  Service  on  Maundy  Thurs, 
for  Old  and  New  Members  of  the  Church. 

The  attendance   last  Sunday  was   170. 

After   this   brochure   (on  the  bulletin  board)   was   prepared 
we  learned  that  Senate  Dill   140  had  been  introduced 
into   the  Senate,      This   bill  would  do  away  with  all 

restrictions  on  Sunday  trading.      The   Bill  was  referred 

to   the   Senate  Judiciary  Committee.   Senator   Louis  Hill 

is  Chairman  of  this  committee  and  his  address  is,    67BS 

Germantown  Ave.,    Phil*,    Pa.    19119,      Today  is   the  day 

if  we  want  to  do  something  about  it. 
ji'elcome   Visitors: 


"Jesus  Christ  As:  Lord  Of  Rest" 
Texts:  Heb.  4:9,  Josh  11:23,  Script:  Heb  4:1-11 

THER  REMAINETH  THEM  A  REST  2  THE  P  COP  OF  GOD 

(II"1  ~s  nu  commun,diff  peop,old  man  start  cemetary) 

Que..  .ionS:    Gen^raT^tTieme   nu  commiiri  &  peop? 

"   "     "   old  man  cemetary? 
2ry  percep,wud  lik  2  preach  sermon?) 
^-ask:  Any  U  herd  serm  Deth, other  than  funeral? 

Humor  bout  deth,&  try  2  hide ,ignor, erase 
(Example  Mrs  M§  Gee  expired) 

Substitute :  expir=die , mortician/undertaker, mortuary 
science/embalming, funeral  parlor , slumber  rooms/  und- 
ertak  establ.room  bod  laid,memor  gard, cemetary  etc. 
Reas  peop  go  2  funer  hom=thank  God  not  me" 

need  fac  deth  sqaar  &  kno  reality, eventuality  4  all 
Hence:  Js  Xp  As  Lord  Rest:  Scrip  Heb=several  Rests 
Peace=Restful, peaceful  rest  only  G  can  giv 
Sabbatb=G  rest  aft  creat  8c  man  2  folio  suit 
Prom  land=Land  2  cum,  good  land  etc. 
All  this=Perfect  Rest  4  Bliever  &  sumup  vs  9  (READ) 
Heb  point  2  OT  &  Josh  so  let  us  look  11  chap 
No  use  all  chap=history  overthro  kings  vss  16-22 
Vs  2J=READ  TEXT, sums  up  wat  Heb  say  &  C  Js  Xp  L  Rest 
"   "  a=Mos  &  no  tak  2  land  flo  milk/honey, 
Wud  B  slav  lab  &  hardsh?  No=Rest,7  day  Sabb  parallel 
Holy  Land  nothing  mov,we  C  anal  lif  &  deth 
(Illus  elderly  whiteniji^jninis_ter_)_ 
Bliev  snua  u  deth  tfiis  way=3abb  rest, labor  ceas, 

All  dun  wat  G  want  dun, others  carry  on 
Vs  2Jb=inherit,  this  Prom  land, it  2  this  end  they 
wander, suffer, die ,&  now  finish 
Tnherit  bot  blud, sweat , tears ,sacrif  others 
T_s  wat  Rest  2  Bliever=blud, sweat , tears, sacrif  Js 
(Illus  deth  ends  it  all«pggfi^h?r  Vjoyabeliever) 

'l'his  inherit~we~bav,B  with  G  glory  $  "prom  Js  2  Mart] 
I  AM  RESURR  &  LIP: HE  THAT  BLIEV  ME,THO  DED  YET  SHALL 
LIV:&  WHOSO  LIV  &  BLIEV  ME  SHALL  NEV  DIE. 

This  2  me  compl  inherit  G,&  all  treasur  we  need  lif 
Vs  23c=Rest=Peace,we  all  want:examp  Js  discip  boat 
(Illus  blind  girl, her  cure,&  good  look  father) 
This  joy  shud  B  ours,1  day  look  face  of  Lord 
Wen  C  Xp  shall  know  as  Lord  Of  Rest,&  shud  look  2 
We  shud  anticip,&  can  if  we  kno  as  Saviour 
(Examp  woman  80* s  look  4ward  2  it) 

Shud  all  know  &  feel, this  sum  up  14  chap  Jn, funeral 
IN  MY  F(S  HOUS  R  MANY  MANSIONS  IP  WER  NOT  SO  I  WUD  HA1 
TOLD  ".  I  GO  2  PREP  A  PLAC  4  U,&  IP  I  GO  &  PREP  A  PLA< 
4U  I  ^IL   GUM  AGAIN  &  RECEIV  U  UN2  MYSELF  THAT  WHER  I 
AM  THER  U  MAY  B  ALSO 
Ja  Xp  is, Lord  Of  Rest 


"Jesus  Christ  As:  Lord  Of  Rest" 

Hebrews  4:9,   Joshua  11:23, 

THERE  REMAINETH  THEREFORE  A  REST  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OP  GOD. 

L   JOSHUA  TOOK  THE  WHOLE  LAND,  ACCORDING  TO  ALL  THAT  THE  LORD  SAID  UNTO  MOSES;  AND 
JOSHUA  GAVE  IT  FOR  AN  INHERITANCE  UNTO  ISRAEL  ACCORDING  TO  THEIR  DIVISIONS  BY 
[fi  TRIBES.   AND  THE  LAND  RESTED  PROM  WAR. 

(Illustration  golfer,  funeral  of  best  friend  and  still  golfing). 

How  many  of  you  hearing  this  story,  would  think  that  the  central  plot  of  this 

illustration  is  to  be  found  in  the  golfer?   Now  how  many  of  you  would  think  that 

the  central  plot  is  in  the  funeral  to  take  place2   (If  anyone  responds  to  this 

asx  remark:  "You're  very  perceptive.   Would  you  like  to  preach  this  sermon  for 

me?)   I  use  this  illustration  in  an  attempt  to  prove  several  things  at  this  point. 

First,  let  me  ask  qg&t-  how  many  of  you  have  ever  heard  a  sermon  preached  on  death 

st'SBSgf  other  <&H&&>  than, a  funeral?   (According  to  response:  I  think  it  is  safe  to 

say  then  that  death  and  dying  is  a  subject  that  is  pushed  into  the  background  and 

isn't  discussed  too  often.) 

Thi=  illustration  I  used  is  a  good  example  of  this.   It  is  in  effect  pointing  some 

humor  to  death  and  the  entire  process  surrounding  it.   In  this  way  it  doesn't 

appear  to  be  so  bleak  or  threatening  if  we  can  make  light  of  it  in  humor.  I  am 

not  saying  there  is  anything  wrong  with  this,  but  I  believe  we  should  be  normal 

and  natural  in  talking  about  death,  and  not  be  forced  to  cloak  it  only  in  humor 

as  though  we  feel  or  believe  by  this  that  we  can  erase  it  out  of  our  minds  and 

lives. 

The  very  first  time  I  became  aware  of  the  desire  to  hide  death  from  conscious 

reality  was  when  I  visited  the  Hershey  Medical  Center  to  call  on  a  lady  who  was 

terminally  ill  with  cancer  and  had  been  a  patient  at  this  hospital  off  and  on  for 

a  year  or  so.   I  visited  her  at  least  once  a  week,  and  mostly  2  or  3  times  a  week. 

This  particular  day  I  walked  into  her  room  and  the  room  had  been  stripped  bare  of 

sheets,  and  pillows  and  the  other  paraphanalia  of  a  hospital  room.   A  cleaning 

wor-n  was  at  wofck  cleaning  and  disinfecting  everything  to  get  it  ready  for  the 

if 
next  patient.   I  asked  the  woman  MirarE  they  had  moved  Mrs.  McGee,  and  she  answered 

me  half=heartedly,  telling  me  that  I  would  have  to  speak  to  the  head  nurse  at  the 

desk.   I  assumed  from  the  very  beginning  that  she  had  died,  but  I  asked  the  woman. 
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to  make  sure.   By  her  answer  I  knew  what  had  happened,  and  so  I  determined  to 

-"lay  the  game  and  see  what  the  future  would  reveal,   I  went  to  the  desk  and 

asked  one  of  the  nurses  working  there  if  Mrs.  McGee  had  been  moved.  She  took  on 

a  look  of  shock  and  indecision  as  to  what  she  should  say,  and  so  she  asked  me, 

"Are  you  a  member  of  the  family?"   I  replied  that  I  was  her  pastor,  and  so  she 

told  me  to  wait,  and  she  would  get  the  head  nurse  to  talk  to  me.   The  head  nurse 

came  over  to  me  and  asked  me  v/ho  I  was  and  w^&t  I  wanted.   I  told  her  my  name  and 

told  her  I  was  merely  there  to  make  a  pastoral  call  on  Mrs.  McGee,  and  when  I 

found  her  room  empty  I  assumed  she  had  been  moved,  and  was  wanting  to  find  out 

where  she  was.   The  head  nurse  looked  at  me  rather  seriuosly  and  exclaimed  in  a 

very  low  voice,  "Mrs.  McGee  expired  this  morning."   I  said,  "I  think  I  know  what 

you  are  saying  ,  but  could  you  tell  me  what  expired  means?"   She  said,  "I  mean 

that  Mrs.   cGee  died  this  morning."   It  turned  out  that  the  secrecy  around  this 

case  involved  the  fact  that  they  were  wanting  to  find  a  way  to  break  the  news  to 

*~'  e  family,  and  to  approach  them  for  permission  for  an  autopsy.   So  I  fell  heir 

which  had  happened  early  in  the  morning 
to  the  task  of  reporting  this  death^very  late  in  the  afternoon  to  the  familjr. 

This  is  an  example  of  what  I  am  trying  to  say.  In  our  day  and  age  we  do  every- 
thing we  can  to  deny  the  actuality  of  death.   We  use  the  term  "expire"  for  die. 
We  use  the  term,  "Mortuary  Science"  for  embalming.   We  use  the  term,  "Mortician" 
for  undertaker.   We  use  the  terms,  "Funeral  Parlor,"  and  Slumber  rooms,"  for  the 
undertaking  establsihment ,  and  for  the  room  in  which  the  body  is  laid  out.   The 
terms,  "Memorial  Gardens,"  Gardens  of  Rest,"  ibtexi  Pinl  RestingPlace , "  and  so  on, 
are  used  for  cemetaries  and  graves  respectively,  In  other  words  we  try  to  gloss 
over  death  and  dying,  and  try  to  turn  our  heads  and  pretend  it  doesn't  exist. 
Someone  once  said  the  only  reason  whx^h  many  people  go  to  a  funeral  home  is  to 
have  the  satisfaction  of  looking  upon  the  eemsxh  dead  body  of  another  person  and 
sigh,  WThank  God  its  him  and  not  me."   But  we  need  to  face  death  sqaarely  and 
k   ,17  that  it  is  a  reality,  and  that  it  will  be  an  eventuality  for  all  of  us 
someday.   Thus  today  we  are  going  to  look  at "Jesus  Christ  As:  The  Lord  Of  Rest." 

In  our  scripture  for  this  morning  we  read  from  the  book  of  Hebrews,  and  the  autho] 
is  pointing  to  the  term  rest.   He  uses  this  term  in  several  ways.   He  uses  it 
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first  as  the  Peace  of  God.   As  a  rest  that  is  relaxing  and  restful  which  only 
I  "od  can  give.  Then  he  uses  it  as  the  Sabbath  rest  and  how  God  rested  after  His 
creation  and  how  man  is  to  follow  suit  in  his  life.   And  the  third  type  of  rest 
he  uses  is  the  rest  to  come  in  the  promised  land.   But  interwoven  into  all  of 

this  is  the  underlying  thought  and  purpose,  to  set  forth  that  tf^2B®^£&£3^© 

A 

there  is,  EKKfcxaxxasfc  perfect  rest  to  come  for  each  believer.   This  is  the  rest 

that  is  gained  by  faith.   This  is  all  summed  up  in  the  9th  verse  of  the  4th 
chapter  of  Hebrews  where  the  author  writes,  "There  reraaineth  therefore  a  rest  for 
the  people  of  God."  This  rest  is  the  final  rest  of  the  soul  in  heaven  with  the 
Lord  after  physical  death.  Now  if  you  notice,  the  author  of  Hebrews  points  back 
to  the  OT  to  make  his  point.   lie  points  in  particular  to  Joshua  who  was  and  is 
a  type  of  Christ  for  us  to  look  at. 

So  let  us  look  at  the  11th  chapter  of  Joshua  to  see  this  point  brought  out. 
Vie  are  not  going  to  read  all  of  this  chapter  but  briefly  it  contains  a  history 

"  all  of  the  surrounding  kings  and  lands  which  Joshua  and  the  people  of  Israel 
conquered.   °o  beginning  at  the  16th  verse  we  read;  (vss  16-22).   And  then  in 
the  23rd  verse  we  read,  "3o  Joshua  took  the  whole  land,  according  to  all  that  the 
Lord  said  unto  Moses;  and  Joshua  gave  it  for  an  inheritance  unto  Israel  according 
to  their  divisions  by  their  tribes.   And  the  land  rested  from  war." 
SfeixxiKXXxxKH&KHKHxis  This  verse  is  saying  the  same  things  the  author  of  Hebrews 
is  saying,  but  in  a  different  way  which  we  can  analyze  concerning  Jesus  Christ  As 
Lord  Of  Rest. 

First  we  read  thaf'Hoshua  took  the  whole  land  according  to  all  that  the  Lord 
said  unto  Moses;"  Now  what  does  this  mean.  Well  first  of  all  we  need  to  real- 
ize that  Moses  had  been  instructed  to  lead  the  people  through  the  wilderness, 
and  because  of  his  wilful  disobedience  he  was  told  that  he  could  only  take  them 
to  the  river  Jordan's  edge  and  that  Joshua  would  take  over  and  lead  them  to  the 

jmised  land.  We  will  come  to  the  part  of  the  Promised  land  in  a  little  while, 
and  for  now  let  us  look  at  what  God  said  was  to  happen.  He  told  Moses  that  they 
were  going  to  come  to  a  place  flowing  with  milk  and  honey.   Would  this  be  a 


I 


-4- 

place  of  slave  labor  and  hardship?  No,  for  God  was  giving  them  a  tyne  of  rest 
from  all  of  the  hardships  and  dangers  they  had  endured  first  in  i^gypt  ad  slaves, 
and  then  as  strangers  and  sojourners  in  the  wilderness.   Thus  they  had  now  come 
to  a  place  where  for  a  while  they  could  have  some  ease,   A  place  where  they  could 
rest  from  their  labors.  Now  this  could  very  easily  be  considered  as  a  parallel  to 
the  Sabbath  rest,  they  were  to  observe  each  7th  day.   It  was  at  this  point  that 
all  labors  ceased  and  everything  was  to  come  to  a  standstill.   I  have  been  told 
by  many  people  who  mafte  a  visit  to  the  Holy  land  that  when  the  Sabbath  arrives, 
everything  stops.   There  are  no  restaurants  or  businesses  open.   The  taxis  and 
public  transportation  ceases.  For   a  tourist  and  visitor  it  means  a  day  spent  in 
the  lobby  or  the  room  of  the  hotel. 

And  here  we  can  also  see  the  analogy  between  life  and  death. 
(Illustration  elderly  minister  &  whitening  fast) 
This  is  the  way  God  wants  His  people  to  look  at  death,   "'he  death  of  a  believer 

hould  be  compared  to  the  Sabbath  rest.  As  a  time  when  all  labor  ceases  and 
all  eart'-.ly  work  is  over.   As  a  time  when  there  is  no  uncompleted  labor,  for  the 
one  who  has  passed  from  this  world  has  completed  that  which  God  wanted  done  and 
any  further  work  must  be  carried  on  by  others. 

And  then  we  read  in  this  verse,  "And  Joshua  gave  it  for  an  inheritance  unto 
Israel  according  to  their  divisions  sk±   by  their  tribes."   The  inheritance  for 
the  people  of  Israel  was  the  promised  land.   It  was  to  this  end  that  they  had 
wandered,  had  suffered,  had  died  in  the  wilderness,  and  had  now  finished  fight* 
ing  for.   Inheritance  for  them  was  a  legacy  worked,  bought  and  paid  for  by  the 
blood,  sweat,  and  tears,  and  sacrifice  of  others  so  they  could  live  in  this 
land.   It  was  an  inheritance  th 't  they  received  at  great  cost  to  others.  This 
is  what  the  rest  for  the  believer  is.   It  is  an  inheritance  given  by  the  blood, 
sweat,  and  tears  of  Jesus  Christ. 

llustration  of  "death  ends  it  all",  preacher  and  unbeliever). 
This  is  the  inheritance  we  have,  that  we  shall  be  with  the  Lord  in  glory.  There 
are  many  oromises  given  by  God  through  Christ  of  the  joy  of  the  rest  we  can  have 
and  one  is  from  Jesus  to  Martha  when  Jesus  raised  Lazarus  from  the  dead  He  said, 
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"I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life;  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead, 
r***t  shall  he  live:  and  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall  never  die." 
This  to  rae  is  the  complete  inheritance  from  God,  and  all  of  the  treasure  Ave  need 
to  carry  us  through  this  life. 

The  last  thing  we  read  in  this  verse  from  Joshua  is,  "^nd  the  land  rested  from 
war."   This  of  course  would  mean  peace.   Peace  and  tranquility  is  what  everyone 
seeks  and  wants.   The  disciples  with  Jesus  wanted  it  very  badly  when  the  sea 
threatened  to  sink  their  boat.   Jesus  said  to  the  wind  and  the  waves,  "Peace  be 
still."   And  what  does  anyone  want  in  kr  their  life  after  the  turmoils  and  the 
winds  and  waves  beating  against  their  very  souls?  Pence,  peace  is  what  we  all 
want.   This  is  what  the  people  of  Israel  enjoyed  after  all  of  the  wars  Joshua  led 
them  through,  and  this  is  what  is  given  by  God  through  Christ  at  the  end  of  this 
life  to  believers. 

(Illustration  of  blind  girl,  her  cure,  and  her  good  looking  Father) 
T  *  s  is  the  joy  that  should  be  ours,  that  one  day  we  shall  be  able  to  libok  into 
the  face  of  our  Lord.   When  we  shall  see  Christ,  and  we  certainly  will  know  Him 
Hs  the  Lord  of  Rest.   It  is  something  to  lofak  forward  to.   It  is  something  we 
should  be  able  to  anticipate,  and  we  can  if  we  know  riim  and  He  is  our  Saviour. 
I  was  talking  to  a  woman  in  her  80' s  just  recently  concerning  death.   She  told  me 
with  one  of  the  most  glorious  smiles  I  have  ever  seen,  that  she  can't  wait  to 
go  to  be  with  the  Lord.  She  said  she  is  looking  forward  to  it  like  she  has  look- 
ed forward  to  going  on  earthly  excursions.   This  is  what  we  should  all  know  and 
feel. 

For  me  all  of  this  is  summed  up  in  the  14th  chapter  of  John  which  I  use  and  read 
at  every  funeral.  Jesus  said,  "In  my  Father's  house  are  many  mansions:  if  it 
were  not  so  I  would  have  told  you.   I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.   And  if  I 
go  and  prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again,  and  receive  you  unto  myself; 
tl    where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  also."  This  is  why  Jesus  Christ  was  and  is  any- 
thing. That  we  have  life  everlasting.   Jesus  Christ  is  indeed,  The  Lord  Of  Rest. 


"Jesus  Christ  As:  Lion" 

Rev  5:5,  Gen  1-9:9-10 
Bb  i  the  liana  of  the  trio  of  Jud.tbe  root  of  David 

Convers  pertain  2  diff  nationalties  f-  behav  patts 
Hard  head  Dutch, .itubb  Krauts  ,Tite  fiat  Scotch  etc. 

;jcr     't  illus  -nnint-.Tnd  1st   individ.   tiUSfl   fiEl  >e    . 
Ju^/Tamar=incest   relaTi nn=l'erez   :,.  Zerah  &.   Day  direct 

'ilir'-n('°"<"  "*'  1J|",pT"T''r  i-^i-^T" 

""This  ppoints  2  Js  as  descend  from  tribe  Judah 
Judah  singultar=individ .vs  2.3.Trihe^yB  4  onward 

This  hist  folio  Josh  deth,&  Jud  folio  behav  patt 
4Q  chap  flan,  vs  S.Jacob  bless  Jud,EXEGETE 

Tribs  Jud.Benj  loyal  has  Dav  wen  10brok  away  922BC 
Rom  Emp  63BC  Jud=Judea  ^After  oolo) 

Mesa  2  cum  Hse  Dav=Isa,Mary  say  &  find  in  Genealogy 

Xp  fulfil  vs  10a 

RYiOi-  .:'iy.=Hhiloh=peace.Js  IT  Peace, govt  &  peac  no  end 
fn"  s  p'ro'ph  ynd  cum  Js  Xp  &   still  2  cum 
Hev  5:5-LJ""  "f  tribe  of  Judah 
"Lion-power, strength, mite, voice  of  u,  &  i-eace 

Jud=royal  tribe  &  sign  royalty=Lion 
Js  Xp  as  Lion  no  thret  2  Blievers 
Symbolism  Lion=gentle,mild  or  fierce, threatening 

Xp  as  Lion  is  1  who  cum  &  rule  with  peace  &  power 

fTiinB  ATrcrnlirrr  ^h^°*\ 

Xp  will  appear  in  sts  4  all  2  G  wen  return 
But  need  2B  harts  &  livs  Blievers 
&  must  espec  B  in  Ch,it  here  we  lern  Him  &  get  2 

It  here  we  need  underst  He   many  things, !>  not   least   is 
Lii*n  sent  by  G  2  rul  &.  rein  &  bring  peac   2  all  who 
wil     folio  I  lira  &  Icnow  Him, 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED  CHURCH  OF    CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Lenten  Service  .  March  30,    1977 

The  Rev.   Ralph  C.   Lltik,   Pastor 
Mrs.   Kay  Morris,   Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Robin  Knauer  -  Acolyte 

ORDER   OF  WORSHIP  -   7:30   P.M. 
Prelude:      "How  Sweet  the  Name  of  Jesus  Sounds"     willan 
•Processional  Hymn  No.    18     Pg  10  (Old  Favorites) 

"Pass  Me  Not  0  Gentle  Saviour" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Invocation 
Scripture:  Judges   1:1-11 

Offering 

Offertory     "When  I  survey  the  Wondrous  Cross" 
Improvisation 
Evening  Prayers  and   Choral   Response 
Anthem:       "Amazing  Grace"     Gus  Gour,   Trombone; 

Jack  Chiprean,    Trumpet;   Rol  Thompson,   Saxaphone 
Sermon:  "JESUS  CHRIST  AS:      LION" 

•Hymn  No.    10  Pg.    5   (Old  Favorites)    "God  Will   Take  Care 

of  You" 
•Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 

•Postlude  "Immortal   Love"  Clark 

--------  *Congregation  Standing  -------- 

William  Ohl,    Youth  Director  will   greet   the   Congregation 
it  the  door  this  evening. 

Hospitalized:      Mrs.   Grace  Charlton,    Jennifer   Sybert.O     r 
Mr,   Paul  Fitter.— O  ^T 

It  must  be  a  glad  occasion  each   time  we  come  to  God's 
house  to  hear  His  Word,    to  partake  of  His   sacrament, 
to   receive  His  blessing,    and  to  share   in  the  fellowship 
of  other  Christians.     The  very  prospect  is  enough  to  make 
our  heart  leap   for  joy.      The  psalmist   felt  this  way,    and  He 
should   too. 

Churchgoing  is  more   than  a  duty.      It  is   a  foretaste  of 
of  the  worship  of  the  saints  before  the  heavenly  throne. 

A.,     we  shall  be  glad  indeed  to  enter  at  last  that  celestial 
"house  not  made  with  hands,    eternil    in  the  heavens." 


I 


"Jesus  Christ  As:  Lion" 


Text:  Rev.  5:5,  Behold  the  Lioh  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  the  root  of  David." 
Gen  49:9-10, 

'TUD.'YH  IS  A  LIONS  WHELP:  FROM  THE  PREY  MY  SON,  THOU  AJRT  GONE  UP:  HE  STOOPED 
-DO'/N,  HE  COUGHED  AS  A  LION,  AND  A3  AN  OLD  LION;  WHO  SHALL  ROUSE  HIM  UP? 
THE  SCEPTRE  SHALL  NOT  DEPART  FROM  JUDAH,  NOR  A  LAWGIVER  FROM  BETWEEN  HIS 
PEED,  UNTIL  3HIL0H  COME;  AND  UNTO  HIM  SHALL  BE  THE  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE 
BE." 

In  a  recent  conversation  with  several  people,  we  were  discussing  different  nation- 
alities and  races.   We  may  make  jokes  about  them  and  find  humor  in  the  various 
things  that  are  done  by  certain  nationalities  or  clans,  but  we  must  draw  one 
conclusion.   That  conclusion  is  that  there  are  very  definite  and  identidiable 
traits  or  patterns  of  behaviour  to  be  found  in  each  nationality.   If  we  analyze 
this  sincerely  with  no  thought  of  being  derogatory,  we  can  see  this  to  fee  true. 
For  instance  we  talk  about  "Hard  Headed  Dutchmen,"   or  "Stubborn  Krauts."   If 
we  look  at  the  people  of  German  extraction  we  can  very  definitely  see  that  these 
are  traits  which  run  through  this  race.   (I  happen  to  be  of  German  extraction 
and  therefore  no  one  need  feel  I  am  picking  on  them.)   We  talk  of  the  frugality 
o:   :ightness  of  Scottish  people,  and  if  we  knoe  people  of  Scottish  descent,  we 
can  see  this  definite  trait.   (I  also  happen  to  have  a  good  firend  who  is  Scotch, 
and  he  is  rather  tight.)  But  we  cannot  just  make  general  statements  and  find  thej 
are  a  blanket  statement  which  applies  to  the  entire  race.   But  suffice  it  to  say 
that  races  and  nationalities  follow  a  definite  pattern. 

The  Scripture  we  read  this  evening  is  a  good  illustration  of  this  point.   Judah 
was  first  xx±   an  individual,  and  then  a  tribe.   The  person  of  Judah  is  alluded 
to  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  vs  2.   The  word  "His"  is  used,  denoting  an 
individual.   Then  in  vs  3,  the  name  Judah  is  used  in  a  personal  singular  sense. 
But  then  in  vs  4,  we  read  that  Judah  reverts  back  to  the  tribe,  and  the  word, 
"Their"  denotes  a  plural  group. 

As  we  look  at  this  particular  Scripture  we  see  that  it  is  a  history  of  what  took 
place  following  the  death  of  Joshua,  and  how  the  trifees  of  ^udah  and  Simeon 
c   tured  the  land  surrounding  them  including  Jerusalem.   '»ow  if  we  are  looking 
for  behavioural  patterns  for  certain  tribes  or  nationalities  we  can  see  here 
that  Judah  follows  in  the  pattern  set  for  it  in  the  very  felessing  given  to  the 
tribe's  namesake,  Judah  the  son  of  Jacob.  Let  us  turn  to  this  portion  of  Scrip- 
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ture  as  found  in  the  49th  chapter  of  Genesis.   Jacob  begins  his  blessing  of 
■"    iah  in  the  8th  vs.   At  the  very  outset  of  this  blessins  Jacob  lets  it  be 
known  that  Judah  would  be  praised  by  his  brethren  because  he  would  be  the  strong 
warrior  and  deliverer  for  them.  His  enemies  will  be  overthrown  and  the  illus- 
tration of  his  enemies  toExwg  necks  or  throats  being  in  his  hands  would  signify 
that  he  would  strangle  them,,  or  cut  them  off. 

All  of  the  other  tribes  would  come  to  the  point  where  they  would  do  obesiance 
to  Judah.   Jacob  then  compares  Judah  with  the  life  span  of  a  lion.   -First  it  is 
a  whelp,  a  young  cub.  The  comparison  is  to  a  lion  killing  its  prey  and  then 

devouring  it  and  going  away  from  it,  vs  9b.   Then  the  lion  is  pictured  as 

vs  9c 
crouching  down,  and  getting  ready  to  spring.   If  you  have  perhaps  never  seen 

big  game  pictures  of  how  lions  do  this,  we  can  see  the  same  actions  in  the  life 
of  an  ordinary  housecat.   They  will  spy  a  bird  outside  and  though  the  cat  can- 
hot  get  at  the  bird,  he  will  crouch  nnd  run  back  and  forth  in  simulation  of 

ing  what  comes  naturally  to  hi..:.  And  then  Jacob  pictured  Judah  as  an  old  lio 
vs  9d,  and  who  would  be  willing  to  disturb  him?  Although  a  lion  may  grow  old 
and  even  feeble,  he  may  lose  his  teeth  and  become  weak.   Yet,  there  is  still 
that  certain  strength  of  the  animal  so  that  he  could  reach  out  and  still  use 
his  claws  with  strength  and  fury.   Jho  is  going  to  fool  around  with  him  just 
because  he  is  old?   Thus  Judah  the  son  of  Jacob  is  blessed  with  the  traits  of 
a  lion.  But  Jacob  goes  on  in  his  blessing  in  vs  10,  to  signify  that  Judah 
was  going  to  rule.   He  depicts  something  that  was  going  to  come  about  in  the 
future,  and  some  things  that  would  come  about  in  the  very,  very  distant  future. 
He  predicts  that  the  oceptre,  or  the  sign  of  kingly  reign  would  not  depart  from 
Judah.   B"rom  the  tribe  of  Judah  would  come  those  who  would  continue  to  rule  end- 
lessly. Vs  10b,  the  Revised  version  has"nor  the  rulers  staff  from  between  his 
feet,"  again  meaning  the  endless  reign  of  the  tribe  of  Judah. 

.e  tribes  of  Judah  and  most  of  Benjamin  were  loyal  to  the  House  of  David,  when 
the  other  10  tribes  broke  away,  around  922  BG  following  the  reign  of  Solomon. 
It  was  mostly  downhill  then  for  Judah  the  Southern  kingdom  until  under  the 
Roman  i^rap  re  around  63  BG  Judah 's  territory  became  Judea. 
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Kow  these  things  are  significant  if  we  look  at  it  from  the  standpoint  of  God's 
c   rail  plan  for  mankind.   It  was  predicted  and  prophesied  that  the  Messiah 
would  come  from  the  House  of  David.   Isaiah  spoke  of  this  and  the  angel  told  it 
to  Mary  when  she  was  told  she  was  going  to  have  a  child  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 
We  read  that  Joseph  took  Mary  from  Nazareth  in  Galilee  to  Bethlehem  in  Judea  for 
the  taxairHH  census  registration  and  how  Jesus  was  born  there.   This  was  :he 
birth  of  the  Messiah,  the  anointed  one  of  God  was  was  to  follow  in  David's  royal 
line.  When  we  trace  His  genealogy  we  find  that  He  was  descended  of  David,  but 
He  also  was  descended  of  Judah  from  whom  the  Houses  Of  David  came. 
Here  then  was  the  fulfillment  in  Jesus  Christ  of  the  first  portion  of  the  10th 
verse  of  this  4-9th  chapter  of  Genesis.   But  there  was  more  to  come. 
Jacob  blesses  his  son  Judah  in  the  latter  portion  of  this  10th  vs  with  the  words, 
"Until  Shiloh  come;  and  unto  Him  shall  the  gathering  of  the  people  be."  This 
is  thought  by  some  Biblical  scholars  to  mean  the  city  of  Shiloh  and  therefore 
t   y  find  no  significance  in  it.   But  if  it  is  used  to  apply  to  Jesus  Christ 
then  it  becomes  an  altogether  different  meaning,   ohiloh  means  "Peace",  and  what 
was  one  of  the  predictions  H±xi£a  about  Jesus?   "The  Prince  of  Pe.,ce.   Of  the  in- 
crease of  His  Government  and  peace  there  shall  be  no  end,  upon  the  throne  of 
David."   He  would  be  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

But  this  particular  prophecy  has  to  do  with  the  coming  of  Christ  when  He  will 
rule  upon  the  earth  in  the  millenium  of  peace.   This  is  still  to  come  and  will 
only  be  fulfilled  at  His  second  coming. 

In  the  5th  chapter  of  the  book  of  Revelation,  the  5th  vs  we  read  of  Jesus  as 
being,  "The  lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  the  root  of  David."   This  would  show 
Him  forth  as  the  one  who  would  wield  the  sceptre  foo  all  time  as  the  one  sboken 
of  by  Jacob  in  the  blessing  of  his  son  Judah. 

We  can  perhaps  see  this  more  fully  when  we  realize  that  alion  symbolizes  power, 
L^.'ength,  might,  the  voice  of  God  and  Peace.   Judah  was  the  royal  tribe,  and 
a  sign  of  royalty  was  the  lion.   3o  it  is  significant  that  we  come  to  know  that 
Jesus  Christ  was  the  Lion  spoken  of  by  Jacob. 
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But  we  need  to  know  that  Jesus  Christ  As  The  Lion,  poses  no  real  threat  to  those 
v        follow  after  Him.   A  part  of  the  symbolism  of  the  lion  is  that  muiaii  this 
animal  can  be  gentle  and  mild  as  well  as  fierce  and  threatening.   But  Christ  as 
the  Lion  is  the  one  who  will  come  and  rule  the  world  with  peace  and  power. 
(Illustration  of  "The  Appealing  Christ") 

Christ  will  appear  in  the  streets  for  all  to  see  when  He  returns.   But  He  needs 
to  be  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  believers.   And  He  needs  to  be  most  especially 
in  the  Church.   It  is  here  that  we  should  learn  of  Him,  and  get  to  know  Him. 
It  is  here  that  we  need  to  understand  that  He  is  many  things  and  not  least  among 
them  is  that  He  is  the  Lion  of  God  sent  to  rule  and  reign  and  bring  peace  mh 
£S2ik  to  all  who  would  know  Him  and  follow  Him. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UMTED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Palm  Sunday  April  3,  1977 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Helen  Hilliard,  David  Knauer  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:    "All  Glory,  Laud  and  Honor"       J.S.  Bach 
•Processional  Hymn  No.   135  "All  glory,  laud,  and  honor" 
•'■GCription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  Lord,  u^ose  way  is  perfect, 
help  us,  we  pray  thee,  always  to  trust  in  thy  goodness; 
that,  walking  with  thee  and  following  thee  in  all 
simplicity,  we  may  possess  quiet  and  contented  minds, 
and  may  cast  all  our  care  upon  thee,  for  thy  carest  for 
us;  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.   Amen." 
•Kyrie        (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology    No,  551 
Scripture:       Matthew  21:  1-17 
Hymn  No.  133  "Ride  on!  ride  on  in  majesty!" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostels's  Creed) 
•Oloria  Patrl 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory:   "Hark!  A  Voice  Saith,  All  are  Mortal"  flaeh 
Anthem:      "Open  The  Gates  of  The  Temple,f        Knapp 
Sermon:       "JESUS  CHRIST  AS:   SON  OF  DAVID" 
Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
Hymn  No.  136  "Hosanna,  Loud  Hosanna" 
Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 
Organ  Postlude:     "The  Palms"  Faur'e 


The  Palms  have  been  placed  on  the  Altar  in  memory  of 
Mr.  &   Mrs.  John  J.  Sweeney  by  the  Alvin  Tait  Family, 
You  are  welcome  to  have  them  after  the  Service  - 
The  Ushers  will  pass  them  out. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Allen  Botacchi, 

John  Redman,  Bob  Knauer,  Dan  Bosko  and  Charles  Penar. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harry  Davis  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  today. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Dru  flvnsel, 
Mrs.  Doris  Zavacky  and  Lori  Zavacky. 
■^^Hospitalized:  Jim  Maloney  -  Allegheny  General  Hosp. 

Mrs.  Grace  Charlton,  Mrs.  Granville  Cooper.  fAIL.  flirficn 
Rev.  &   Mrs.  Granville  Cooper  are  celebrating  their 

59  th  Wedding  Anniversary  today. 
George  MacKinney  would  like  to  thank  the  Congregation 
for  cards,  prayers  and  flowers  during  his  stay  in 
the  hospital. 
We  welcome  the  following  persons  into  our  Church 
Fellowship  today. 

By  Confirmation:  Jeff  Campbell      Patricia  MeWilliams 
Brenda  Marburger   David  Snyder 
Marola  McBride     Ricky  Vinroe 
Letter  of  Transfer:   Mr.  6  Mrs.  Donald  Gray 
Profession  of  Faith:  Mr.  Kenneth  Hoover 
Debra  J.  Nagy 
jDAnn  Nagy 
We  wish  to  thank  the  Women's  Fellowship  for  the 

flowers  for  the  Confirmands  today. 
We  wish  to  express  our  sincere  sympathy  to  the  family 
and  friends  of  Mr.  Orrin  Campbell  and  Mr.  Leo  Baldauf 
who  both  passed  away  this  week. 
Mon.  -  7:30  P.M.  -  Women's  Mary  Prugh  Circle  meeting. 
"^p   Wed.  -  7  *0  P.M.  -  Lenten  Service  -  Council  meeting 
will  follow  the  Service.  Ai-L     i'//vL'^p     A  '  >kiJt> 
Thurs,  -  The  Newsletter  will  be  published  -  please  have 
all  material  in  by  Wed. 
^>  Thurs.  -  7:30  -  Maundy  Thurs.  -  Holy  Communion  -  there 

will  be  Nursery  for  this  evening  (Thurs.) 
— —  A  social  hour  will  f  r  How  in  the  Undercroft  after  the 

Service  for  both  old  and  new  members  on  Thursday. 
^»  Fri.  -  7:30  -  Holy  Communion  on  Good  Friday.   There 

""'^  jii     .--    _-     i „ .-„_  /ffitir.v^    AFr^r- 

'14 /fi  6*?J*'l*is-££-?rP1*tr*i 


will  be  no  communion  on  Easter, 
*^». Tonight  -  7:00  P.M.  -  Kay  Morris""wi"il  have  a  Recital' 
at  St.  Peter's  Episcopal  Church,  21B  E.  Jef  rson  St. 

k  L  C  n*     WJ/nxs.^  p/fiLa.    c  yr  fa  ^  7() 


"Je'-ns  Christ  as:  oon  Of  David" 

Texu:  Mt.  21:9,   Scripture:  Mt.  21:1-1? 

Familiarity  2  Palm  3un  story 
Thus:  compare  2  hypothet  illus  Butler, 
political  figure  etc. 
Re   it:  thoz  4-  E  thoz  against =party,tv, 
newspaper  etc. 

This   in  Jeru;2}£  mill, rode   donkey=peace 
Salutations^Yja^S, vocal  &  wat   they  did= 
vs   8=conro   2   Jehu^?  K-j    Q?1^  Tnn    stairs 

acclaim  Js   as   Aing,3   of  Dav=peace 
vs  QBt$t    Blessed=Jud  Macca/Temp  cleans 
take   from  Antioucus  E;dphanes=Hannkkah 
palm  branch. Ps   118:25.26 
K3a\fe  now-flflSiUlM 
Mixed  multitud,Pro  &  Con=Good  Friday 

Easy   stand   yell   in  crowd, hard   stand  alon 
(Illus: General ^Frederick  Great) 
Js   ride   our   harts   2day,Ask  group  Blong  2 
No  want  for   or   agains:Want  us  with  Him 
Need  cut   from  crowd  just   draw  near, 
as  near  as   comf  2  cum,&  no  giv  over  2 
Him  completely,    &  2  His   cause 
Tomorro   shop, of f ice, mill, no   stand  &  curs 
insted   stand  4th  hnlri  ^.miTagJHTS   THE  XP 
SON   OF  LIV  G.MY  SAV   &  KING.      I   Hia.fr   HE 
MINE.    BLKS3  XimEd  CUM  NAM  OF  LORD. 
m5STOAHTNHTrTH]^ 


"Jesus  Christ  As:  Son  Of  David" 

Text :  I-"atthew  21  : 9 

"AND "THE  MULTITUDES  THAT  WENT  BEFORE,  AND  THAT  FOLLOWED,  CRIED,  SAYING,  H03ANNA 
"HE  SON  OF  DAVID!  BLESSED  IS  HE  THAT  COMETH  IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  LORD!  HOSANNA 
IB  l'HE  HIGHEST." 

Scripture:  Matthew  21:1-1? 

I  am  sure  that  almost  all  of  us  know  the  story  of  Palm  Sunday.   We  have  heard 

the  Scripture  many  times,  and  perhaps  we  h.nve  heard  it  preached  about  many  times 

as  well.   It  is  very  difficult  I  am  sure  to  think  of  something  such  as  this  story 

because  we  are  looking  at  it  from  the  context  of  a  time  and  age  far  removed  from 

us.   But  just  suppose  we  could  put  it  into  our  day  and  age.   Would  we  see  it  in 

a  different  fashion  or  manner. 

Just  suppose  for  instance  that  a  political  figure  began  to  gain  prominence  in 

our  country.   Let  us  say  that  this  man  came  from  a  very  obscure  beginning.   Little 

was  known  about  him,  and  little  heard  from  him  until  he  reached  the  age  where  he 

almost 
was. too  old  for  the  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  almost  too  young  for  the 

Senior  Chamber  of  Commerce.   But  suddenly  he  here  was  in  the  spotlight.   He  was 
no-o  only  attracting  much  attention  by  what  he  sajs,  but  also  by  what  he  does. 
To  say  the  least,  he  is  unorthodox. 

And  suppose  that  an  occasion  has  arisen  where  most  of  the  populace  of  3utler 
County  are  in  attendance  within  the  city.   The  streets  are  packed  with  people. 
And  suddenly  at  Howard  Johnsons  on  North  Main  Street  an  old  1948  Volkswagen 
convertible  starts  down  the  street.  Seated  in  the  open  car  on  the  k&sg  top  of 
the  back  seat,  is  this  up  and  coming  political  figure.   In  front  of  the  car  we 
see  a  group  of  motley  rag  tag  people  leading  the  way.   Following  the  car  is  a 
a  group  of  equally  rag  tag  people.   As  the  procession  slowly  winds  its  way  up 
Main  Street,  we  can  see  the  mixed  reactions  of  the  crowd.   There  are  those  who 
are  questioning  others,  wanting  to  know  who  this  fellow  is.   There  are  those  who 
recognize  him  from  the  pictures  printed  in  the  Butler  Eagle.   And  as  the  process- 
ion wends  its  way  up  the  street,  waves  of  shouting  and  cheering  can  be  heard. 
The  noise  breaks  forth  in  wave  after  wave  acclaiming  this  personage  as  the  one 

to  solve  the  problems  of  city  and  county. 

But  smppose  that  this  man  were  to  ride  up  to  the  Courthouse  and  stop  the  car, 
and  alight  and  gpsxiHfcisxfcfrKxSHH  mount  the  Courthouse  steps  and  enter  the  building. 
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Suppose  very  shortly  we  see  some  County  officials  being  evicted  from  the  building 

ar   angrily  being  shoved  or  pushed  outside.   And  then  following  this,  the  man 

comes  out  of  the  building  gets  into  the  car  and  drives  off. 

In  this  context  perhaps  we  could  understand  the  Triumphal  entry  of  Jesus  Christ. 

We  would  be  able  to  understand  where  we  stood  if  we  were  a  part  of  that  crowd. 

probably 
Our  reaction  to  him  would.be  based  on  the  fact  of  whether  he  was  a  Republican  or 

A  The 

a  Democrat,  and  whichever  side  we  were  on.   Six  support  or  rejection  of  him 

would  be  determined  by  many  others  after  considering  what  had  been  written  or 

said  about  him  in  the  newspaper  or  on  television.   But  one  thing  is  certain,  and 

that  is,  the  majority  of  people  would  either  be  for  or  against  him.   There  would 

be  very  few  who  would  say,  "Well  I  don't  know."   Most  certainly  the  County 

officials  would  have  no  love  for  him,  and  this  would  cemeat  their  desire  to  have 

him  removed  from  the  political  scene  as  soon  as  possible. 

Now  this  is  exactly  what  took  place  in  Jerusalem  when  Jesus  Christ  rode  through 
amid  a  throng  of  probably  2^  million  people  in  Jerusalem  at  that  point. 
t1   streets  on  a  lowly  donkey. A  What  really  stands  out  more  than  anything  else 

is  tfce  salutations  given  to  dim  as  He  passed  through  this  multitude. 
We  see  this  in  the  9th  verse,  "And  the  mutlitudes  that  went  before,  and  that  fol- 
lowed, cried,  Hosanna  to  the  son  of  David."   They  not  only  showed  this  vocally, 
but  they  showed  it  in  what  they  did.   .'e  read  in  the  8th  verse  that  they  spread 
their  garments  in  the  way.   This  is  what  had  been  done  when  Jehu  fexEsas  was 
anointed  as  king  of  Israel  as  recorded  in  2  Kings  9:15,  where  we  read  that  they 
spread  their  garments  on  the  stairs  for  him  to  tread  on.   At  this  point  they  are 
acclaiming  Jeus  as  King  by  spreading  their  garments  before  Him,  and  by  calling 
Him  the  Son  of  David.  They  are  seeing  His  entry  on  a  donkey  as  being  the  Entrance 
of  a  king  in  Peace,  or  to  bring  Peace,  but  more  importantly  they  are  seeing  Him 
as  the  one  to  suceed  to  David's  throne. 

But  many  of  these  people  are  seeing  a  deliverer  from  their  enemies  and  this  is 
w   they  were  shouting,  "31essed  is  He  that  coiaeth  in  the  name  of  the  Lord; 
Hosanna  in  the  highest."   Hosanna  means,  "Save  now."   And  the  term  "31essed  is 

He  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,"  is  from  another  time  in  Jewish  history 
where  ^bsk  Maccabeus  recaptured  the  Temple  from  Antiochus  Epiphanes  and  his  amrny 
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and  cleansed  the  Temple  from  the  desecration  it  had  been  given  over  to.  Xhx& 
Th  celebration  of  this  cleansing  became  the  celebration  of  Hannukkah,  and  dur- 
ing this  festival  palm  fcrEKusakx  branches  are  used,  and  a  portion  of  the  168th 
IJsalm  is  recited,  the  25th  &  26th  verses  which  read,  "Save  now,  I  beseech  thee, 
0  Lord;  0  Lord,  I  beseech  thee  send  now  prosperity.   Blessed  be  he  that  cometh 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord."  This  could  read  instead  of  "oave  now,"  Hosanna. 
oo  we  see  that  Jesus  was  x&sn   being  hailed  as  a  King,  as  a  deliverer,  and  as  a 
Saviour.   But  one  thing  is  certain  in  all  of  this,  and  that  is  the  fact  that  m^ny 
who  were  for  "im  turned  against  Him  in  a  few  short  days.   We  see  from  this  that 
it  is  easy  to  stand  in  the  midst  of  a  shouting  mob  and  give  vocal  support  when 
everyone  is  doing  it.   But  it  becomes  a  different  matter  to  stand  alone. 

(illustration  of  Frederick  the  Great,  and  one  of  his  genreals  disapproving  of  the 
ridicule  of  Christ  taking  place) 

My  friends,  Jesus  is  riding  into  our  lives  this  very  day.   He  is  asking  us  which 

group  we  belong  to.  He  doesn't  just  want  us  to  be  against  Him,  nor  does  He  want 

merely 
us  co  be  for  Hime   He  wants  us  with  Him.   We  need  to  cut  ourselves  off  from  the 

crowd  that  just  draws  near  to  Christ,  just  as  near  as  it  is  comfortable  to  come 

without  being  given  over  to  Him  and  His  cause  completely.   He  wants  us  to  stand 

forth  boldly  and  courageously  and  say,  "This  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  Living 

God,  my  oaviour  and  my  King*  vie   are  His  and  He  is  ours.   Blessed  is  He  who 

cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.   Hosanna  in  the  highest. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Preparatory  Service  April  6,  1977 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C,  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs*  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Jeff  Campbell,  -  Acolyte 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  7:30  P.M. 
PREPARATORY  SERVICE 
Prelude  "0  Come  and  Mourn  With  Me" 
♦Processional  Hymn  No.  5  -  Pg.  3  "Church  In  The  Wildwood" 

(Old  Favorites) 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Invocation 
Scripture     Luke  9:  51-56 
Offering 

Offertory  "According  To  Thy  Gracious  Word1" 
Responsive  Reading  #27   Page  578 
Anthem     "There  is  a  Green  Hill  Far  Away" 

sung  by  the  Chancel  Choir 
Sermon     "JESUS  CHRIST  AS:   LORD  OF  PREPARATION" 
Call  to  Preparation 
•Prayers  of  Confession: 
Pastor:   0  Lord,  who  shall  sojourn  in  thy  tent?  Who 

shall  dwell  on  thy  holy  hilJ ? 
People:   He  who  walks  blamelessly,  and  does  what  is 

right,  and  speaks  truth  from  his  heart. 
Pastor:   Who  shall  ascend  the  hill  of  the  Lord?  And 

who  shall  stand  in  His  holy  place? 
People:   He  who  has  clean  hand's  and  a  pure  heart,  who 
does  not  lift  up  his  soul  to  what  is  false, 
and  does  net  swear  deceitfully. 
Pastor:   What  to  me  is  the  multitude  of  your  sacrifices? 

says  the  Lord. 
People:   Wash  yourselves;  make  yourselves  clean;  remove 
the  evil  of  your  doings  from  before  my  eyes; 
cease  to  do  evil . 
Pastor:   Hate  evil,  and  love  good,  and  establish 

justice  in  the  gate. 
All:     Whoever  is  wise,  let  him  understand  these  things: 
whoever  is  discerning,  let  him  know  them;  for  the 
ways  of  the  Lord  are  right,  and  the  upright  walk 
in  them,  but  transgressors  stumble  in  them. 

1 


Pastor : 

Prayer:   In  your  great  mercy  hear  me,  my  Father,  as  I 
confess  my  many  sins  against  you  and  my  brothers  * 
For  all  anger  and  self-will;  for  all  use  of  my  strength 
to  beat  down  those  who  are  weaker;  for  every  unholy 
desire  and  impure  thought;  for  the  love  of  money  which 
is  the  root  of  evil;  for  hatreds  and  prejudices  which 
injure  others  and  corrupt  my  soul;  for  little  sacri- 
fices on  behalf  of  great  causes;  for  placing 
dependence  in  myself  rather  than  in  you.   I  confess 
my  iniquity,  I  am  sorry  for  my  sin,   0  Lord,  pardon 
my  guilt  for  it  is  great.   We  know  that  you  do  not 
desire  the  death  of  the  sinner,  but  that  the  sinner 
turn  from  his  way  and  live.   Grant  us  your  aid  as  we 
strive  to  turn  from  the  unrighteous  ways  our  feet 
have  strayed;  and  set  us  again  on  the  path  that  leads 
homeward  to  you.   In  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
have  mercy  upon  us  0  God,  and  forgive.   Amen. 
•Assurance  qf  Pardon 
*Hymn  No.  9  Page  5  (Old  Favorites)   "There  Shall  Be 

Showers  of  Blessing" 
•Benediction 
•Threefold  Amen 
•Postlude    "Jesus,  Keep  Me  Near  The  Cross"     Willan 

___ .  _  *Congregation  Standing 

Mr.  m   Mrs.  Robert  Knauer  will  greet  the  Congregation 

and  Visitors  at  the  door  tonight. 
Council  meeting  will  be  right  after  the  Service  this 

evening, 
Thursday  -  7:30  (Maundy  Thurs.J  Holy  Communion  in  the 

Pews.   A  Nursery  will  be  provided  for  Thursday  evening. 
Good  Friday  Service  -  7r30  -  Holy  Communion, 
Easter  -  There  will  be  no  Communion. 
Men's  Good  Fri.  Eeaaltfast  -  YMCA  -  6:00  A.M.  -  Ken 

Weitzel  and  J.  W.  Harmon"  have  tickets  for  $1*50. 
Women's  -  YtfCA-  7:30  -  Price  SI. 25  -  Tickets  have  to.^e 

made  in  advance. 
Youth  -  6:00  A.M.  -  Meridian  U.  P.  Church.  No  charge 

for  breakfast. 
A  Social  Hour  will  follow  on  Maunday  Thursday  after 

the  Service  for  old  and  new  members  of  the  Church. 


p     ~~  "Jesus  Christ  AS:  Lord  or  Preparation" 

Text:  Lk  9:51 

G.  Wash«2B  preped  4  war  is  1  of  th  most  efectual  mwans 
of  preserving  peace. 

Sum  disput,but  batt  gd/ev  rage  &  need  prep  4  all  lif 
S   =1  Wish  I  wud  ha^  dun 
us  examp  4  us=Lrd  iJrep  &  scrip, 
Exegete:  vs  9a=cara  2  pass=ful  tim  G  sent  Son=Advent 

G  5ordain=G  provis  4  man, this  delib  &  planned 
Shud  B  receivup=trial,deliv  2  men  R-   lift  up  cross 

»    »    "   =go  2  heav  &  bak  2G 
Vss  52,53=3ams  &  no  help=Heb/Sam  enemy, no  involv  etc 
had  known  wud  help 
(Illus  iueen  Victoria  &  umbrella) 

We  do  same  &  no  ask  G  &  then  regret 
Vss  54-56=Discips  no  underst  Js  &  luv  &  Js  had  remind 
Vs  51c=Js  prep  4  wat  endur, 
He  ask  G  tak  from, But  G  will  B  dun 
2  Pilate=2  this  end  I  born,&  4  this  caus  cam  in2  worl 
We  need  lk  our  livs  &  ask?=I  prep? 

Am  I  prep  4  all  events? 
(Illus  king  &  jester) 

Lif  shud  B  prep, it  prep  4-  etern,&  also  4  all  events 
This  serv  4  individ  prep  4  L's  Sup  &  partak  worthy 
Remem=Js  Xp  Lrd  Prep  &  He  prep  self  &  help  us  prep 
ourself  2  partak  Nu  Gov  &  receiv  Him  all  of  lif. 


"Jesus  Christ  A3:  Lord  Of  Preparation" 

Text:  Like  9:51  , 

AND  IT       0  PASS  WHEN  'THE  TIME  tfAS  COME  THAT  BE  SHOULD  BE  RECEIVED  UP,  HE 
D  ■,-  IiY  SET  HIS  PACE  TO  GO  TO  JERUSAL  .  . 

Scripture:  Luke  9:51-56 

George  Washington  once  said,  "To  be  prepared  for  war  is  one  of  the  most  effectual 
means  of  preserving  peace." 

Now  there  are  those  who  would  dispute  this  logic  and  it  matters  not  what  you 
think  of  it,  the  thing  which  is  borne  out  in  this  statement  is  a  well  known  truth 
for  all  of  life.  The  very  living  of  life  is  a  battle.   All  around  us  the  battle 
rages  between  good  and  evil,  between  the  world  and  us.   ..'e  can  never  overcome 
the  world  if  we  are  not  prepared.   This  is  what  George  Washington  was  saying  in 
this  axiom.   He  was  merely  stating  a  truth  that  has  been  proven  over  and  over 
again  for  century  upon  century.   ,/e  need  to  know  that  this  applies  to  all  of  life 
and  not  just  for  military  matters. 

Ska  Among  the  saddest  words  in  human  history  are  the  words,  "I  wish  I  would  have 
d'  i."      These  words  reflect  a  lack  of  planning  and  preparation  and  this  is  wh-,t 
life  is  all  about. 

Jesus  always  should  be  our  example  for  how  we  live  our  lives.   .\re  need  to  look 
to  Him  and  to  God's  Word  for  the  guidance  we  need  to  live  each  day.   Our  Scrip- 
ture for  this  eveining  is  a  good  example  of  Jesus  Christ  AS:  Lord  Of  Preparation.' 
In  particular  I  would  like  for  us  to  share  together  the  51st  verse  of  this  9th 
chapter  of  Luke . 

Pirst  we  read,  "And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  time  was  come  that  He  should  be 
received  up,"   Now  this  is  making  reference  to  two  things.   But  before  we  look 
at  them,  we  need  to  see  something  else  involved  in  this  portion  of  Scripture. 
Notice  what  it  says,  "And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  time  was  come."   Doesn't 
that  have  a  familiar  ring  to  it?   It  should,  because  a  few  short  days  ago  we 
were  celebrating,  "In  the  fulness  of  time,  God  sent  forth  His  3on,"  or  the 
c   ing  of  the  Christchild.   This  lets  us  know  that  what  we  are  going  to  read 
about  was  in  God's  plan,  or  God's  timetable.   Therefore,  it  was  something  that 

fore-ordained,  or  pre-arranged  by  God. 

And  so  the  very  first  thing  we  need  to  note  is  that  this  was  in  God's  provision 
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or  plan  for  mankind.   This  is  not  just  co-incidence,  or  happenstance.   This  is 
d'  '.berate  and  planned. 

So  when  we  know  this  then  we  ask,  "what  was  to  happen?"   And  here  there  are  two 
things  involved.   The  first  is  that  He,  meaning  Jesus,  "Should  he  received  up." 
Now  for  Jesus  to  be  received  up  could  and  does  mean  two  very  definite  and  dis- 
tinct things.   First,  He  was  to  be  received  up  before  men.   He  was  to  be  deliver- 
ed into  the  hnads  of  men  to  be  KXEKKteEifccfcRiffli  placed  on  trial.   After  the  trail 

He  was  to  be  received  up  on  a  cross,  and  lifted  up  before  all  mankind.   This  is 

point       portion  of  the  oerse. 
the  first  mr*  of  this  xsrssre  The  second  point  of  this  portion  was  that  He  was 


at  the  point  where  He  would  go  back  to  God.   That  He  would  be  received  back  into 

Heaven.   But  in  both  or  all  of  this  is  to  be  seen  the  pre-ordained  will  of  God. 

This  is  not  just  the  whim  of  Jesus  Christ,  nor  of  the  Gospel  writer.   This  is 

to  be  seen  very  plainly  and  vividly  when  we  study  the  life  of  Jeaus  Christ. 

So  this  means  then  that  the  Lord  God  Almighty  had  made  this  Preparation  for  the 

r   amption  of  mankind  through  Christ. 

But   then  we  need  to   look  at   the   latter  part   of ^ this  verse   and   srasxwHafcx-fcxscHsjsxEBd 

HSXfexxXKXKHKS^xXi&rcKtEadtasityxxKtxifiKX^aKHXfeBXgHxiHxaaiKKaiaiaxitxxKHMxikiaxgiKEX 

HSxikK  we   see   something  abOut   Jesus   I  would   like   to   come   back  to   just   a  little. 

later. 

hen  we  move  on  into  the  52nd  and  the  53rd  verses  we  see  that  Jesus  was  rejected 
by  the  Samaritans.   There  is  nothing  abnormal  about  this  because  the  Israelites 

and  the  Samaritans  were  bitter  enemies.   A  really  devout  and  sxtaati  orthodox  Jew 

pass  through       on  the  way  to  Jerusalem, 
would  not  gsxxxxa  SamariqA  but  would  take  q  roundabout  route  through  1'erea. 

A  A 

But  we  read  that  they  would  not  receive  Him  because  xk   His  face  was  set  to  go 

to  Jerusalem.   whatever  the  reason,  whether  they  knew  He  was  just  passing  through 

or  that  they  did  not  want  to  have  the  authorities  accuse  them  of  harboring  Him, 

we  do  not  know.   But  one  thing  we  do  know  and  that  is  the  people  were  not  pre- 

p  ,ed   for  Him.   Had  they  really  known  who  He  was  and  what  His  mission  through 

their  land  on  the  way  to  Jerusalem  was  all  about,  we  can  feel  certain  their 

treatment  of  Hia  would  have  been  different. 

(illustration  Jueen  victoria,  umbrella,  and  "If  I  had  only  known). 
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But  you  see  this  is  the  old  and  familiar  story.   We  act  the  way  we  feel  we  should 
ac   and  then  we  bemoan  the  fact  that  we  had  the  opportunity  to  do  otherwise  and 
did  not  do  it.   If  we  would  instead,  do  nothing  without  consulting  God  for  guid- 
ance, and  make  the  moves  He  directs  us  to  make,  we  would  not  be  regretting  making 
wrong  choices  and  decisions. 

This  is  a  lesson  for  us  to  be  prepared  for  the  unexpected  to  come  into  our  lives 
and  to  know  that  God  will  direct  us  if  we  totally  lean  and  depend  upon  Him. 
This  is  the  lesson  of  letting  the  Lord  Jesus  be  Lord  of  Preparation  for  us. 
But  we  see  from  this  incident  the  disciples  were  not  completely  prepared  for  who 
and  what  Jesus  was.   The  only  thing  they  could  think  about  was  to  destroy  these 
people  and  let  them  feel  the  wrath  of  God.   They  were  not  prepared  to  offer  them 
the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  as  the  one  who  came  to  minister  to  all  people  regardless 
of  who  or  what  they  were.   They  were  not  living  up  to  the  teaching  and  ministry 
Jesus  Christ  had  shared  with  them  these  past  three  years.  Jesus  Himself  has  to 

nd  them  that  His  complete  mission  was  to  save  kkE  people  not  destroy  them. 
He  had  said  on  another  occasion  and  perhaps  they  had  neither  heard  it  or  had 
completely  forgotten  the  incident,  "I  have  come  to  seeks  and  to  save  that  which 
is  lost."   At  this  point  they  were  not  willing  to  accept  this  as  including  the 
hated  and  despised  Samaritans. 

But  coming  back  to  the  latter  part  of  the  51st  verse  we  read,  "He  steadfastly 
set  His  face  to  go  to  Jerusalem."   v/e  can  only  understand  and  imply  one  thing 
from  this,  and  that  is  Tesus  was  prepared  for  what  He  had  to  face  and  endure. 
We  know  that  aixKisxtixaixMa  in  the  garden  He  prayed  that  if  it  was  God's  will 
that  He  ight  be  delivered  from  the  cup  He  had  to  endure.   But  His  prayer  was 
that  whatever  was  God's  will,  that  it  be  done.   nd  at  His  trial  when  He  was 
actually  going  through  with  this  horrible  ordeal,  He  told  Pilate,  "To  this  end 
was  I  born,  and  for  this  cause  came  I  into  the  world."   He  was  prepared  even 
tuuugh  He  would  have  "/anted  to  forgo  this  if  God  told  Him  so. 

And  so  we  need  to  look  at  our  lives  and  ask  if  we  can  also  say  we  are  prepared. 
Are  we  prepared  for  any  and  all  eventualities  which  may  come  to  us?   nnere  is 
an  illustration  I  use  quite  often  at  funeral  services  to  bring  this  point  out. 
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You  may  have  heard  me  use  it,  and  perhaps  you  haven't.   But  in  any  event  it 

h<   *s  repeating. 

(Illustration  of  king  and  jester) 

This  life  should  be  for  each  of  us  a  time  of  preparation.   We  need  to  understand 

that  we  live  here,  only  in  preparation  for  eternity.   But  we  also  need  to  he 

in  preparation  for  individual  events  in  our  lives  as  well.   Thus,  we  observe 

this  service  as  the  ^reparation  to  come  to  the  Lord's  table  tomorrow  or  Good 

Friday,  or  both.   We  look  inwardly  and  ask  that  (  od  will  set  our  hearts  aright 

that  we  may  come  and  partake  worthily.   Let  us  then  remember  that  Jesus  Christ 

is  Lord  of  Ireparation  in  that  He  prepared  Himself  and  He  helps  us  to  prepare 

ourselves  to  nartake  of  His  Rew  Covenant  and  to  receive  Him  in  all  of  life. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Maundy  Thursday  April  7*  1977 

The  Rev,  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Lori  Zavacky  -  AColyte 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  HOLY  COMMUNION 

Prelude:      "Let  All  Mortal  Flesh  Keep  Silence"  Warner 
•Processional  Hymn  No,  158  "When  I  survey  the  wondrous 

cross" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Invocation 

Scripture       John  18:  28,  19:  15 

Evefifftg  Prayer  and  Choral  Response 

Offering 

Offertory  Anthem:  "Go  to  Dark  Gethsemane'"  Swift 

Anthem:     "Father  Almighty"         Cesar  F ranch 
Von  Maloney  and  the  Chancel  Choir 

Sermon:      "JESUS  CHRIST  AS:   LORD  OF  TRIAL" 

Communion  Hymn  145  f,1Tis  midnight;  and  on  Olive's  brow" 
•Communion  Service  Page  32 

Exhortation  -  Confession  -  Absolution 

Eucharistic  Prayer 

Seraphic  Hymn 

The  Institution  -  Choral  Amen 

Agnus  Dei 

Holy  Communion 
•Prayer  of  Thanksgiving  -  Doxology 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No*  36  Pgs  20  (Old  Favorites) 

"In  the  Garden" 
•Benediction 
•Threefold  Amen 
•Postlude  "Christ,  Thou  Lamb  of  God"    Dupre 

-  —  -  —  *-  —  -  •Congregation  Standing  ------- 

The  Elders  and  Deacons  will  serve  Communion  and  will 
also  serve  as  Ushers ■ 


You  are  invited  to  the  Undercroft  for  Fellowship  Hour 
with  our  New  Members  as  our  Honor  Guests-   The 
Congregation  and  all  those  worshipping  with  us  this 
evening.   The  Reception  is  sponsored  by  the  Women's 
Fellowship. 

We  invite  all  Christians,  regardless  of  denomination 
to  partake  of  the  Lord's  supper  with  us.   Piease 
fill  out  a  Communion  card  (found  in  the  pews)  so  that 
our  Church's  records  will  be  accurate.   If  visitors 
desire  to  receive  credit  at  their  heme  church,   put 
the  name  and  address  of  either  your  Pastor  or  your 
Church  on  the  back  of  the  card  and  it  will  be 
forwarded. 

There  is  Nursery  this  evening  provided  by  Tom  and  Judy 
Mas sari * 


Prayer:  Dear  Heavenly  Father,  Easter  brings  to  mind 
the  tenderest  and  most  meaningful  associations  of 
the  year*   It  is  a  time  for  quiet  reflection.   Let 
us  think  of  our  dear  ones  who  have  gone  on  but  who 
have  not  left  us,  whom  we  will  meet  again,  And  let 
us  think  of  Jesus,  who  tells  us  about  the  immortality 
of  life.  We  thank  Thee  for  all  the  thoughts  which 
Easter  evokes.   How  grateful  we  are  for  the  faith 
taught  us  by  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  that  because  He 
lives,  we  shall  live  also,  and  that  someday,  somewhere* 
somehow,  we  shall  meet  our  loved  ones  again  and  know 
them  and  love  them  and  never  be  seperated  from  them 
anymore.   This  is  the  faith  of  Easter  Day,  bind  it 
closely  and  securely  tp  aur  hearts  and  thereby  bring 
us  comfort  and  peace  and  joy  in  the  knowledge  that 
l*fe  triumphs  over  death.   Through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.   Amen. 


Deacon  and  Mrs.  Richard  Mangel  will  greet  the  Congregation 

and  Friends  at  the  door  tonight* 


)D  FRIDAY  SERVICE  -  7:30  P.M.  -  Holy  Communion  (Pew) 


"Jesus  Christ  As:  Lord  Of  Trial" 
Text:  Jn  18:28a 

Our  thots  about  trials 
Not  so  Js  Xp, arrest  gard,no  rites, no  lawyer 
Bound, take  2  Hi  Pr  Gaia£p.,rush  Bcuz  Pas so  approach 
Js   3k=R  U  Mess?  3on  Liv  G? 
oa.y  NO, cud  go  free;  Y2G,had  2  die 
Script  &  Text:Js  made  choic  set  face  2  Jeru,&  Gross 
Js  Xp  Lrd  Trial: if  wise  guy, fake  thoz  kill  him, 

insted,took  abuse, endur  4  us; we  prob  cud  not  do  same 
Explain:  IVhy  Js  sent  Gai  2  Pilat?  No  execut  ,but  cud, 
Stephen  examp. 
Jews  wud  had  2  stone  &  accus  must  throw  1st 
Aid  Gaia?  No, had  imag  2  fulfjmust  kfeep  gud  will  all 
Blackmail  of  Pilat, No  king  but  Gaesar 
G  plan  Jg.had  2  die, but  not  by  Jews  &  had  2B  crucif 
Deut&  &'"'P  in  G;ilatians=Cursed  everl  that  hang  on  tr 
Js  sed*&  J.  if  I  B  lift  up  ,wil  dra'-'  all  man  un2  myself 
Js  Xp  L  "Trial j He  endur  trial, conviction, deth  follow 
He  did  4  mankind, U '"  &  me  jno  group, all  mankind  ^redeem 
Wen  realiz  jinderst  Beam  L  Trial  4  ea  us,.,  .o;  can 
share  with  Him, at  His  Table  spred  4  us'' 
His  invit  2-all,He  that  cumth  2  me  I  wil  ,np  wise  cast 
Let  us  cum  2  His  tabl  .&.  ioin  meal  bring  '2  remembranc 
all  He  did, 4: -us- 


"Jesus  Christ  AS:  Lord  Of  Trial 
Text:  john  18 :28a, 

THEE  LED  T1EEY  JESUS  FROM  CAIAPHAS  UNTO  THE  HALL  QF   JUDGEMENT.™ 

V'l   .  we  think  of  trials,  we  usually  ^XKMtaeK  picture  in  our  minds  a  nice  court- 
room with  paneled  walls  and  nice  wooden  furniture.   Ue  think  of  two  well  trained 
lawyers  to  represent  the  two  different  sides.   We  think  of  a  wise  nudge  to  sit 
on  the  bench  and  to  direct  the  course  of  the  trial  so  it  remains  ^xxiiaixxii  im- 
partial and  fair  to  all  parties  concerned.   We  think  of  a  jury  made  -ip  of  12 
men  and  wom^n  who  will  hear  the  evidence  given  and  make  a  wise  decision  based 
upon  this  evidence.   But  all  of  this  never  was  or  became  a  part  of  the  trial  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

He  was  arrested  in  a  garden  where  He  had  gone  to  pray.   Ho  one  read  Him  His 
rights  to  remain  silent  or  to  have  legal  counsel  available  for  Him.   He  was 
not  placed  in  a  jail  to  await  a  hearing  the  next  day,  but  instead  was  Kasaftasl 
bound,  and  marched  off  to  the  house  of  the  High  Priest.  How  all  of  these  things 
were  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  Jews,  but  they  had  to  act  fast  for  the  Jeast  of 
t\_    Passover  was  approaching  and  this  liar  and  blasphemer  had  to  be  destroyed. 
It  was  now  or  never.   So  it  is  that  Jesus  is  standing  before  the  High  Priest  of 
the  Jews.  In  the  Gospel  of  Matthew  there  Is  a  slightly  different  account  of 
this  episode.   In  that  story,  Caiaphas  asks  Jesus  the  very  pointed  and  loaded 
question,  "Are  you  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God?"   Jesus  could  have 
walked  out  of  there  without  so  much  as  a  scratch  on  Him  if  He  had  wanted  to. 
All  He  had  to  do  was  to  say,  "Ho,  I  am  net  the  Christ,  the  promised  one  of  God. 
I  never  said  I  was,  you  have  the  wrong  man."   But  Jesus  could  not  do  this.   He 
knew  that  He  had  to  answer  "YesV-"'    He  could  not  back  down  because  this  was 
what  He  had  come  intothe  world  to  do. 

So  it  is  that  we  come  to  the  portion  of  Scripture  we  read  this  evening.   Jesus 
has  made  His  choice,   tfe  read  last  night  that  He  had  set  His  face  to  go  to 
Jerusalem,  and  here  we  read  between  the  lines  that  He  has  set  His  face  to  ;o  to 
tu~  cross.   He  has  made  His  choice  ^nd  has  directed  that  His  life  be  directed 
toward  the  will  of  God. 
For  mifcx  our  text  this  evening  I  would  like  to  use  the  first  portion  of 
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the  28th  verse  of  the  18th  chapter  of  John.   (Read),  Then  led  they  Jesus  from 

Laphas  unto  the  hall  of  judgement. 
It  is  at  this  point  that  we  must  declare  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Lord  of  Trial. 
Had  Jesus  been  a  wise  acre  sort  of  fellow,  He  would  have  smirked  and  sneered 
at  these  people ,  and  they  would  have  been  the  first  ones  He  would  have  looked 
up  after  His  resurrection.   He  would  have  gone  to  them  and  said,  "HA,  boy  did  I 
have  you  people  faked  out.   You  thought  that  you  could  destroy  me,  but  look  I'm 
still  around  and  I  could  have  told  you  all  of  this  and  saved  you  from  making 
complete  fools  of  yourselves."  But  He  didn't  do  this  and  we  need  to  thank  God 
He  didn't.   Instead,  He  took  what  abuse  they  helped  upon  Him  in  humility  and 
contrition  as  though  He  actually  deserved  it.   Which  is  something  we  would 
find  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible  to  do. 

Jesus  was  in  complete  control  of  the  situation  and  of  Himself.   This  doesn't 
mean  as  some  would  imply  that  He  nerely  went  through  the  motions,  not  ata  all. 

suffered  actual  and  intense  pain  through  all  of  this.   His  hurts  and  wounds 
were  actual  and  were  not  fakes. 

In  order  to  understand  the  total  significance  of  the  trial  and  death  of  Jesus 
there  are  a  few  things  we  need  to  interpret,   Pirst  we  see  that  Jesus  was  sent 
from  Caiaphas  the  High  Priest  to  Pilate.   Why  was  this  done?   Why  didn't  Caiaph- 
as  take  matters  into  his  own  hand  and  have  Jesus  killed,   './ell,  there  are  sever- 
al reasons  for  this,   ^irst  of  all  by  Roman  law  the  Jews  could  not  carry  out 
the  death  penalty.   Legally,  they  couldn't  and  if  the  Romans  would  have  found 
out  they  were  going  to  execute  one  of  their  own,  the  Romans  probably  would  have 
tried  to  stop  them.   But  had  they  wante.  to  do  this  secretly  they  could  have, 
and  In  all  probability  the  •uomans  would  have  turned  their  heads  an  ignored 
what  had  taken  plane.   A  short  time  following  the  resurrection  and  ascension  ofl 
Jesus,  the  Jews  stoned  otepaan  and  no  one  bothered  them.   So  it  could  have  been 
txone  if  they  so  desired.   But  there  were  other  reasons  which  prevented  them 
from  killing  Jesus.   The  main  one  was  that  the  method  of  killing  Him  would  have 

been  by  the  Jewish  law  of  stoning.   But  in  order  to  stone  Him,  the  one  who  was 
His  chief  accuser  would  have  to  cast  the  first  stone.   V/ould  the  High  Priest 
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be  willing  to  serve  in  this  role?   Hardly.   He  had  an  image  to  fulfill.   He 

3  the  spiritual  leader  of  the  Jews  and  it  would  not  look  dignified  to  be 

putting  someone  to  death.   Besides,  he  would  be  .jeopardizing  his  career,,  for 

this  fellow  was  well  liked  by  many,  and  to  take  a  stand  against  Him  was  simply 

not  the  wisest  thing  to  do  at  this  time,   ^o  what  to  do  with  Him?  Let  someone 

else  do  the  necessary  killing  of  Him.   Hake  Hiffl  look  like  a  political  person 

feent  upon  the  overthrow  of  the  Aoman  governemant  and  it  was  an  automatic  de^th 

santence. 

;3o  this  is  how  Jesus  was  turned  over  to  J  ilate  for  trial.   But  if  we  read  on 

the  19th 
in  tkia  chapter,  we  find  that  a  conspiracy  had  been  set  up  to  the  extent  that 

Pilate  could  not  escape  from  having  Jeus  executed.   This  conspiracy  took  the 

f onm  cf  political  blackmail.   .'hen  Pilate  told  the  mob  he  could  not  kill  their 

king,  their  reply  was  that  they  had  no  king  but  Caesar.  Had  Pilate  insisted 

03  calling  Jeaas  a  king,  he  would  have  been  placing  his  job  in  jeopardy.  And 

_j  we  know  that  Jesus  was  sentenced  to  be  executed. 

But  regardless  of  how  we  look  at  this  episode,  we  can  see  that  God's  plan  in 

going  to  be  carried  out  according  to  how  He  has  said  it  would.  Had  the  Jews 

killed  Jesus,  this  would  have  rendered  God's  plan  as  incomplete.   The  death  of 

Jesus  had  to  be  from  people  other  than  the  Jews,  and  it  had  to  be  by  cruci- 

fision.   To  be  teHBtg-pcHX  crucified  for  a  Jew  was  much  worse  than  stoning  or 

in  Deuteronomy 
any  other  form  of  death.   We  read  in  the  OT,  and  also  quoted  by  Paul  in  Gala- 

tians,  "Cursed  is  everyone  that  hangeth  on  a  tree. 

Jesus  told  His  followers  this  would  be  His  end,  when  he  said,  "And  I,  if  I  be 
lifted  up,  will  draw  all  men  unto  myself."   He  was  and  is  the  Lord  Of  Trial. 
He  endured  the  trial  and  the  subsequent  conviction  and  death  which  resulted 
from  it,  for  all  mankind.   It  was  the  sin  of  mankind  that  put  Him  on  that  cross 
and  we  cannot  say  that  any  one  person  or  group  did  it.   It  was  all  mankind  in- 
cluding us,  because  all  mankind  needed  to  be  redeemed  from  death,  which  is  the 

curse  for  sin. 

When  we  realize  all  of  this,  we  understand  that  He  became  the  Lord  of  Trial  for 

each  of  us,  and  because  of  His  shed  blooft  and  broken  body,  we  can  share  with 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler ,  Pennsylvania 
GOOD  FRIDAY  April  8,  1977 

The  Rev*  Ralph  C,  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Bobby  Shakely  -  Acolyt' 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  HOLY  COMMUNION  -  7:30  P.M. 
Prelude:   "0  Sacred  Head"  by  Walther,  Buxtehude  and 

Kirnberger 
♦Processional  Hymn  161  "Beneath  the  cross  of  Jesus" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Invocation 
Scripture:      John  13:  16-30 
Evening  Prayer  and  Choral  Response 
Offering 

Offertory  Anthem:   "0  Sacred  Head"     Hassler 
Chancel  Choir  and  Roland  Thompson  -  Saxophone 
Anthem:     ffGod  So  Loved  the  Worid1    Stainer 

Sung  by  Chancel  Choir 
Sermon:      "JESUS  CHRIST  AS:   LORD  OF  EXECUTION" 
Communion  Hymn  No*  462  ■" Jesus,  keep  me  near  the  cross11 
•Communion  Service  -  Page  32 
Exhortation  -  Confession  -  Absolution 
Eucharistic  Prayer 
Seraphic  Hymn 

The  Institution  -  Choral  Amen 
Agnus 

The  Holy  Communion 
*Prayer  of  Thanksgiving  -  DOxology 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.  27  Page  15  (Old  Favorites) 

"The  Old  Rugged  Cross" 
•Benediction 
•Threefold  Amen 

Depart  In  Silence  H,It  is  Finished" 
^  -  *Congregation  Standing  - 

The  Elders  and  Deacons  will  serve  Communion  and  will 
also  serve  as  Ushers. 


'.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Penar  will  greet  the  Congregation 
and  Visitors  at  the  door  this  evening. 


We  invite  all  Christiana,  regardless  of  denomination 
to  partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper  with  us.  Please 
fill  out  a  Communion  card  so  that  our  Church's 
records  will  be  accurate. 

If  Visitors  desire  to  receive  credit  at  their  home 
Church,  put  the  name  and  address  of  either  your 
Pastor,  or  your  Church  on  the  back  of  the  card 
and  it  will  be  forwarded.. 


One  wonders  why  a  day  that  memorializes  torture, 
pain  and  death  should  be  called  Goad  Friday.  The 
answer,  of  course,  is  that  the  Greatest  values  of 
life  do  not  come  out  of  the  fortuitous  and  the  easy, 
but  out  of  the  hard  and  the  difficult »   Christianity 
is  no  sweetly  textured  faith  by  which  its  adherents 
are  carried  to  the  skies  on  flowery  beds  of  ease. 
It  is  a  rigorous  faith,  the  essence  of  which  if  found 
through  self-denial  and  sacrifice. 

And  those  who  meet  its  challenges  will  find  that 
Good  Friday  is  good  indeed,  because  behind  this 
inscrutable  universe,  filled  as  it  is  with  hardship 
and  suffering,  there  is  a  good  God,  One  who  cares, 
One  who  loves  everyone  of  us.   The  basis  of  the 
great  message  of  Good  Friday  is  this:   "God  so  loved 
the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that 
whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but 
have  everlasting  life." 

This  is  perhaps  one  of  the  few  greatest  truths  in 
the  whole  world*   Despite  all  of  the  suffering, 
struggle,  disappointment  and  sorrow  in  life,  there  is 
a  God  who  careg,  who  understands.   He  Esteems  us  so 
highly  that  He  gives  us  freedom,  and  in  this  freedom 
we  of ten  hurt  ourselves.   But  then  He  picks  us  up 
and  lovingly  supports  us  in  our  pain  and  struggle. 


"Jesus  Christ  As:  Lord  Of  Execution" 
Text:  Jn  19:16 

Gd  Fri  end  lent,blak  &  blek 

:e  kno  end  story  &  Good, event  shud  thril  harts  all 
Yet  not  so,peop  no  commeiior  as  1nce  did 
play  dv;n  Bcuz  disturb  peop,&  draand  chang  in  us 
Js  brot  early  AM  2  Pilat  &  he  Blakmail  cruci  Js 
Js  scourge: explain, 
folio  this  Js  soldier  barrac , mo sk, thorns  etc. 
Think  art  concep  neat , clean, towel  drape  etc. 
NOT  80 :naked, flies, gnats, limp  &  9  to  3, 
most  peop  die  2,3  day, maybe  week  or  2, but  Js  quik 
no  sissy, it  Bcuz  beat, weak  no  sleep, exhaust , heat  & 

(lllUS     ^,       flplPf-i^a      rnan^  e     ^ 

_this  prove  Js  no  weakling, sissy 

But  again  no  had  go  thru  with, cud  say  no  &  avoid 

did  willing, Si  L  of  Execu,He  master  it, not  vice/vers 
"I  hav  nowr  2  lav  dwn  lif ,&  pwr  2  tak  up  again" 
-"Urucilix  demonstrate  this 
Wat  duz  mean?   Wat  shud  mean? 
(Jllus  man  unable  2  close  hands) 

Js  Xp  nev  bin  abl  clos  hand  s~\nc  crucifix 
Ope  Ec   extend  2  all  who  cum  2  Him 
Stretch  4th  luv  2  needy  world, extend  invit  join  Tabl 
Ask  join  Him  victory  which  comemor  this  3acra 
Let  us  cum  2  His  Tabl  &  do  this  Remem  of  Him 


"Jesus  Christ  A3:  Lord  Of  Execution" 

Text  John  19:16, 

!D  HE  HIM  THEREFORE,  UNTO  THEM  TO  BE  CRUCIFIED.   AND  THEY  TOOK  JESUS, 
ANT>  LED  HIM  AWAY. 

Scripture :  John  19:16-30 

Tonight  we  draw  our  lenten  services  to  a  close.   Each  service  we  have  looked  at 
Jesus  Chirst  as  being  depicted  as  a  name  or  a  title.   Tonight  we  look  at  aim  as 
The  Lord  of  Execution.   This  doesn't  mean  that  He  was  an  executioner.   It  means 
quite  the  contrary.   It  means  that  He  even  though  He  was  the  one  executed  was 
complete  Lord  over  it.   Today  we  commemorate  one  of  the  blackest  and  bleakest 
days  in  the  history  of  mankind.   It  can  only  be  called  Oood  Eirday  because  we 
know  the  end  of  the  story.   But  the  events  which  transpired  on  this  day  are  the 
events  which  should  thrill  the  heart  of  any  and  all  people.   Yet,  this  is  not 
so.   When  you  think  of  what  God  did  for  us,  good  Eriday  should  be  a  day  we  re- 
member each  day  of  our  lives. 

.e  have  a  tendency  to  play  down  many  of  these  events  because  it  disturbs  some 
p«   le  to  hear  about  it.   But  the  real  disturbance  is  that  it  was  not  a   pretty 
picture  to  portray  and  because  of  this  its  is  a  picture  that  paints  for  us  the 
sacrifice  made  for  us,  and  it  demands  from  us  a  reversal  of  what  our  lives  are. 
Let  us  look  at  some  of  the  events  of  this  day.   Jesus  was  brought  before  Pilate 
early  in  the  morning.   We  may  think  that  because  our  .judges  do  not  open  court 
until  10:00  or  after  that  1-ilate  held  such  a  court.   This  isn't  so.   It  is  prob- 
ably more  correct  that  Jesus  was  brought  before  him  around  6:00  or  7:00  A.M. 
A  trial  was  held  before  Pilate  on  that  morning  and  although  Pilate  did  not  want 
to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  the  crowd,  he  was  blackmailed  into  releasing  Jesus  to 
be  crucified.   The  people  used  the  cry  that  they  had  no  other  king  but  Caesar 
and  that  anyone  who  set  himself  up  as  a  king  deserved  to  die.   This  was  logic 
Pilate  could  not  refute  and  so  he  agreed  to  release  a  kkxbb  known  criminal  to 
show  the  mery  of  Roman  law  in  granting  amnesty  once  a  year  to  anyone  they  felt 
sE  aid  have  it,  but  that  another  one  had  to  take  that  criminals  place.   Thus 
Barrabbas  is  released  and  Jesus  is  sentenced  to  death. 

But  before  Pilate  has  him  released  for  crucifixion  he  has  Him  scourged.   Now  you 
may  have  been  taught  or  told  that  this  was  just  a  whipping,  but  this  isn't  true. 
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Scourging  as  done  by  the  Romans  was  as  brutal  as  crucifixion.   Many  times  a 
i   .minal  died  while  being  scourged,   itxxiix?  The  whip  that  was  used  was  made  of 
a  lead  handle  covered  with  leather.  This  same  lead,  leather  covered  handle  would 
have  been  the  one  they  beat  Jesus  on  the  head  with  then  they  mocked  Him  as  a 
king.   The  whip  was  made  up  of  usually  "12  straps  of  leather  fastened  to  this 
handle.   :.lach  strap  had  a  piece  of  lead  embedded  in  the  end.   It  was  sharp  and 
much  like  the  talon  or  claw  of  an  eagle.   The  person  to  be  scourged  was  tied 
to  a  post  with  his  back  bared.   The  whipping  began  and  proceeded  until  they 
victim  had  been  thoroughly  beaten.   We  may  think  that  all  it  involved  was  a 
few  lashes  and  inflicted  several  red  welts.   But  the  person  doing  the  whipping 
would  hit  the  iaxkRS  straps  on  the  person's  back  and  then  pull  it  back  sharply. 
Thus  the  pieces  of  lead  would  dig  into  the  back  and  when  pulled  back  would  pull 
out  pieces  of  skin.  Following  the  scourging  the  back  of  the  victim  would  be 
reduced  to  ribbons  of  bleeding  flesh. 

-  ilwoing  this  beating  Jesus  was  taken  to  the  barracks  of  the  soldiers  where  He 
was  given  a  crown  of  thorns  which  pierced  His  head  and  made  it  bleed,  and  He 
was  given  a  purble  robe  of  royalty  and  made  fun  of.   All  the  while  they  were 
smacking  nIm  on  the  head  and  in  the  face  and  spitting  at  Him.   Then  He  was 
ready  to  be  crucified. 

Here  again  we  see  the  complete  degradation  a  person  thus  killed  endured.   .;e 
see  artists  drawings  which  depict  this  a  merely  a  nice  neat  form  of  Jesus  with 
no  evident  marks  on  Him,  hanging  rather  limply  on  a  cross,  with  a  towel  draped 
around  His  waist.   Not  so.   He  was  stripped  completely  naked  and  nailed  in 
sunch  a  way  that  His  body  would  sag  and  pull  against  the  nails.   He  was  exposed 
to  the  elements  of  the  hot  sun,  and  the  flies  and  gnats  sitting  on  his  bleeding 
body,  and  being  unable  to  drive  the  m  off.   Some  people  went  mad  under  this 
torture.   It  usually  took  several  days  for  a  person  to  die  this  way.   Sometimes 
^meone  lasted  as  long  as  2  weeks.   But  it  isn't  a  pretty  picture  to  contemplate 
is  it?   Jesus  hung  there  fore  6  hours,  from  9  in  the  morning  until  3  In  the 
afternoon.   It  wasn't  because  He  was  a  weakling  or  a  sissy.   It  was  because 
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He  was  completely  exhausted  from  lack  of  sleep,  by  a  severe  scourging,  by  the 
1  'sical  activity  of  carrying  a  heavy  green  piece  of  wood,  and  by  the  natural 
elements  dehydrating  His  body. 

A  man  in  Gouth  America  several  years  ago  decided  that  to  observe  Good  Friday  he 
waa  going  to  have  himself  crucified.   His  friends  nailed  him  on  a  cross  and 
stood  it  upright.   He  was  to  be  on  the  cross  3  hours  and  then  his  friends  were 
to  take  him  down.   He  lasted  about  15  minutes  at  which  point  he  was  screaming 
to  be  taken  down.   His  friends  did  so  and  while  being  unfastened  lying  flat  on 
the  ground  he  was  in  excruaiating  pain.   This  should  prove  beyond  a  doubt  that 
Jesus  Christ  was  aot  a  sissy  or  a  weakling.   Had  He  been  so  He  could  not  have 
lasted  6  hours  on  the  cross.   But  you  see  He  did  not  have  to  go  through  with 
all  of  this.   As  we  pointed  out  last  night  He  could  have  avoided  all  of  it  by 
simply  stating  that  He  was  not  the  Christ,  and  that  He  was  not  the  oon  of  the 

Living  God. 

b  He  knew  that  through  uim  God's  plan  had  to  be  carried  out  if  it  was  to  be 
carried  out  at'all  and  so  He  willingly  did  this  and  endured  the  cross  and  the 
agony  as  well  as  the  shame  that  went  with  it.   So  then  we  must  say  that  He  was 
the  Lord  of  Execution.   He  was  the  master  of  it,  and  it  was  not  the  master  of 
Him.   He  once  said"I  have  power  to  lay  down  my  life,  and  I  Have  power  to  take 
it  up  again."   And  He  demonstrated  this  in  the  crucifixion. 
Now  what  does  all  of  this  mean  to  us?   ;./hat  should  it  mean? 
(Illustration  of  man  being  unable  to  close  his  hands). 

Jesus  Christ  has  never  been  able  to  close  His  hands  since  His  crucifixion.   He 
has  themm  open  and  extended  to  all  who  will  come  to  Him.   They  are  stretched 
forth  in  love  to  a  needly  world.   He  extends  His  hands  in  invitation  this 
night  to  join  Him  at  His  Table  and  to  join  in  His  victory  which  we  can  commem- 
orate through  this  Gacrament.   Let  us  come  to  His  Table  and  do  this  in  iiemera- 

.■ance  of  Him. 


WHITE  OAK  SPRINGS  U.  P.  CHURCH 

Connoauenessinn,  Pa. 

jPOJ  FRIDAY ,   April  8,    1977   -    12    to    I)  p.m. 

#  *  *  *  # 


The  Lesson:   John  19:  17-27 

The  Meditation:   The  Rev.  Ralnh  Link 


Minister: 

People: 
Minister: 

People : 

Minister: 


Minister: 


Peoole : 


Minister: 


Our  help  is  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
who  made  heaven  and  earth. 
Amen  . 

Surely  he  has  borne  our  griefs  and 
carried  our  sorrows , 

Yet  we  esteemed  Him  stricken,  smitten 
by  God  and  afflicted. 

Out  iie  was  wounded  for  our  transgres- 
sions.  Lie  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities. 
Upon  Uim  was  the  chastisement  which 
made  us  whole,  and  with  Hia  stripts  we 
are  healed. 

.Ml  MS  like  sheep  have  qone  astray; 
we  hrive  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way; 
And  God  has  laid  on  Him  the  iniquity 
of  us  all. 
LLT  US  PRAY. 
*1he  Hymn  No.  19 a  -  'When  1  Survey  the  Uondrous 

Cross" 
12:05  p.m. 
FIRST  IvuP.D:  "Father,  forgive  then;  for  they  know 

not  what  they  do." 
The  Lesson:   Luke  23:  20-38 
The  Meditation:   The  Rev.  Paul  Wilson,  Connoqu. 

United  Methodist  Church  (and  Renfrew) 
The  Prayer 

12:30    p.m. 
"The   Hymn  N'o.    IS 5   -   "In  the  Cross   of  Christ   I  Glory" 
SLCOi-iU  ivORD:    "Truly,    I   say   to   you.    Today   you   will 

by  with  Me  in  Paradise." 
Special  Music  -  VOCAL  TRIu:  Ruth  Forter,  Ruth 

Andersen  and  Margaret  Myers 
The  Lesson-   Luke  23:  39-43 

The  Meditation :  The  Rev.  James  Bosworth,  St.  John'.". 
T'.C.  of  C.  ,  Meridian  and_St.  Paul's  U.C.  of  C., 

Connoquenessing 
The  Prayer 

12:55  p.m. 

*The  Hymn  *'->,    202  "There  is  a  Green  liill  Far  Away" 
THIRD  TOR    "Woman,  behold  your  son  ...Behold, 
your  mother  1" 


Bethany  United  Church  of  Christ,  Butler 
The  Prayer 
•The  Hymn  No.  19'J  "Alas!  and  Did  My  Eavior  Bleed" 

1:20  p. ie. 
FOURTH  KOHL):   "ny  Cod ,  My  Cod ,  Why  hast  Thou 

forsaken  rre"? 
Special  Music  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Georoe  hauer  (Vocal) 
The  Lesson:  Matthew  27:  45-49 
The  Meditation :   rna  Rev.  Roger  Miller,  St.  John's 

Lutheran  Church,  Conr.oquc-nessing,  Pa. 
The  Prayer 
*The  hymn  ^o_. 376  "Jesus,  Keep  Me  Near  the  Cross" 

la45  p.i  . 

FIFfll  WORD:  "I  thirst." 

The  Lesson:   John  19:  23-29 

The  Meditation:   The  Rev.  jack  Fields,  Harmony- 

Zelienople  United  Methodist  Church 
The  prayer 
*The  Hymn  Ho.  290  "Must  Jesus  Bear  the  Cross  Alone". 

2il0  p.m. 
SIXTH  WORD:   "It  is  Finished. " 
Knecial  husic  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Bauer 
The  Lesson:   John  19:  30 
The  Meditation:   The  i?ev.  Clifford  Wood,  Director 

of"L~  §'.  Services,  Rochester,  Pa.  Branch 
The  ^rayer 
*The  liyr.in  :;o.  19  0  "Beneath  the  Cross  of  Jesus" 

2 : 35  p-m. 
EhVKHTIl  WORD:   "Father ,  "into  Thy  hands  I  commit 

My  Spirit." 
The  Lesson:   Luke  22:  44-49 
Eolo:   Mrs,  T.  M.  Donaldson 
The  Meditation:   Rev.  Robert  E.  Douglass,  White 

Oak  Springs  U.  P.  Church 
The  Prayer 
*The  Hymn  No.  37 B  Verses  1,  2  and  4 

Silent  Prayer  The  Benediction 

Orcan  Postlude 


Jn  19:25-2? 

En.oti.ons  involv  Pass  story:  Js  dutif  Son 
Js   :>rk  prep  S  minis, Mary  4-get  lie  go 
"  lv  8b  do  gud,tben  bad  bros/mom  cum 
2  tak  bom, He  mad 
Tan  *<  caus  alien  &  Mary  torn  tween  2 
J   a  Pass, (70  Mi  Naz) 
Tri  entry, Pilate, detb  scene  &  thots= 
Rhold  tbis  cbild  is  set  4JTall  ■-.   rising 
of  many  in  Is.;&  4  a  sign  wh^cjj^hsai~B 
spoken  against',  yea  a~swordT  sball  pierc 
tbru  tbv  soTTi  also. 

Pelt  sword  tbis  pt,Centur  let  mov  clot 
Js  condition, TEXT,  introduction 
probably  real  meaning 
But  possib:slip  uncon/cons  &  G  Mary, 

remem  use  by  G,gaz  tear  st  face  C  WHY 
Say:lk  me, I  Son  G,I  Son  Hiest,I  sit  tbr 
Bav.  Sum  yet  2   cum.   Tbis  4-  U  8s  mankind 
U  Bbold  G,not  flesb/blud,I  bang  divest 
clotbes,dignit,&.  wby?  4-U,8e  so  I  band 
over  son  Jobn, Bbold  tby  motber 
Perbap  bid  mean, but  1  cert=Js  no  Jget 
import  fam  8c  parents  :3rd  worcl  embody= 
Grtr  luv  no  man  tban  tbis. man  lay  down 


Good  Friday  1977 
Third  -/ord:  -;oman,  bf=hold  thy  son! 

t  i.  -iQ  o^  on  Behold  thy  mother! 

John  19:25-^7* 

Involved  in  this  portion  of  the  Passion  story  are  Hsanqc  a  multitude  of  emotions. 
Jesus  had  been  the  dutidul  son  for  some  years,  working  as  the  village  carpenter 
in  Nazareth.   He  had  supplied  the  family  with  a  living,  all  the  while  preparing 
Himself  to  be  ready  for  the  call  of  God  to  minister,   ilary  had  known  of  what  the 
angel  had  told  her  that  He  was  to  be  great  and  how  He  was  to  rule  over  the 
house  of  Israel  forever,  and  that  He  would  be  called  the  Son  of  God.   She  knew 
that  all  of  this  was  to  take  place,  but  perhaps  she  had  lulled  herself  into  the 
belief  that  all  of  this  would  transpire  by  degrees. 

But  one  day  Jesus  had  probably  informed  her  that  the  time  was  right  for  Him  to 
leave  the  carpentry  trade  and  begin  to  minister  for  God.   °o  He  left  Nazareth 
and  soon  reports  began  to  filter  back  to  His  hometown  that  He  was  doing  wonder- 
ful and  marvelous  things.   But  then  stories  began  to  be  told  of  His  madness 
p-d  claims  that  He  was  the  Gon  of  God.   There  was  opposition  to  His  ministry 
and  Mary  believed  that  she  needed  to  act  on  His  behalf,   So  she  and  His  brothers 
went  to  where  He  was  preaching  in  a  certain  house  and  sent  word  that  they  wanted 
to  see  Him.   But  they  went  there  because  they  believed  He  was  insane  and  they 
were  going  to  take  Him  home  and  care  for  Him. 

In  all  probability  this  alienated  Jesus  from  His  family.   His  brothers  perhaps 
would  have  no  more  to  do  with  Him,  and  Mary  in  order  to  keep   eace  in  her  house- 
hold, would  neither  condemn  Jesus  nor  take  sides  with  Him.   3he  probably  acted 
as  though  He  did  not  exist. 

But  then  word  would  have  been  received  that  the  opposition  had  grown  so  great 
there  was  talk  of  His  being  killed.   Perhaps  Mary  had  heard  or  known  that  Jesus 
was  to  be  in  Jerusalem  for  the  lassover,  or  she  traveled  the  approximate  ?o 
miles  with  the  rest  of  her  family  to  celebrate  the  Passover  there.   Whatever 
■  e  case  she  was  there.   Because  of  the  great  stir  caused  by  His  triumphal 
entry,  coupled  with  His  arrest  and  trial  before  Pilate,  this  event  was  probably 
the  focus  of  attention.   Thus  Nary  probably  knew  many  of  the  details  and  per- 
haps drawn  by  a  love  only  a  mother  can  have  for  a  son,  whether  that  son  be  good 
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or  bad,  she  was  there  at  the  scene.   In  all  likelihood  she  witnessed  most  of  what 
1   i'k  place  and  she  found  herself  standing  at  a  distance  from  that  cross  looking 
at  the  agony  of  her  son.   She  was  probaMy  feeling  the  intense  torment  of  her 
very  soul  to  see  her  beloved  tortured  and  abused  in  this  manner. 
As  she  stood  near  that  cross  keeping  a  silent  vigil  her  mind  must  have  returned 
to  a  day  when  she  had  taken  the  baby  boy  to  the  Temple  to  present  Him  to  the 
Lord,  and  the  aged  man  -Simeon  had  held  Him  in  his  arms  and  had  told  her,  "3ehold 
this  child  is  set  for  the  fall  and  rising  of  many  in  Israel;  and  for  a  sign 
which  shall  be  spoken  against  Yea  a  sword  shall  pierce  through  thy  soul  also." 
She  was  now  feeling  that  sword  piercing  through  her  soul  for  here  was  her  son 
branded  a  common  criminal,  and  suffering  the  very  humiliating  and  degrading 
death  upon  a  cross.   No  self-respecting  Jew  would  want  to  be  executed  this  way. 
It  was  a  curse  upon  them  as  quoted  in  OT  scripture. 

As  the  time  its:  slowly  ticked  away,  and  the  majority  of  the  curiosity  seekers 
,^_i  thrill  seekers  had  dispersed  and  gone  home,  Mary  and  the  other  women  along 
with  John  were  probably  the  only  ones  keeping  their  silent  vigil.   The  centur- 
ion standing  guard,  perhaps  feeling  a  twinge  of  pain  because  he  knew  that  one  of 
these  women  was  the  mother  of  the  criminal  in  the  middle,  beckoned  them  fro  come 
nearer  and  even  to  speak  to  Him. 

As  Jesus  looked  down  from  that  cross  in  His  tortured  state  of  body  and  mind 
probably  had  difficulty  seeing  what  was  taking  place  around  uim.   His  eyes 
were  probably  swollen  from  lack  of  sleep,  from  the  buffeting  He  had  taken  from 
the  xioman  soldiers,  from  the  torture  of  the  bright  sunlight  for  part  of  the  time 
while  hanging  there,  and  from  the  salt  burning  and  stinging  Ills  eyes  from  His 
sweat,  mingled  with  the  blood  £xh»  which  flowed  from  the  wounds  on  Hid  head. 
And  as  His  mother  and  the  other  women,  along  with  John  moved  into  His  view,  He 
must  have  looked  upon  them  with  the  old  love  that  one  has  for  family  and  friends 
The  torture  of  being  crucified,  and  the  sense  of  aloneness  was  probably  over- 
whelming to  Him  and  to  see  that  axfriKKobarati  some  friends,  as  well  as  His  mother 
had  not  completely  deserted  Him  must  have  been  some  comfort  to  Hdm.   But  strange 
ly  enough  He  imparts  words  to  them  that  appear  to  be  for  their  comfort. 
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'"/oran,  begold  thy  son!   Befeold,  thy  mother!   Strange  that  He  should  he  concerned 
v.   h  His  mother  and  a  friend  at  a  time  like  this.   One  of  His  last  acts  seems  to 
be  one  of  taking  care  of  the  needs  of  His  mother.   Perhaps  Jesus  was  concerned 
that  because  Mary  had  seen  fit  to  appear  at  His  execution  His  brothers  would 
not  permit  their  mother  to  return  to  their  home.   He  may  have  been  thinking  that 
the  public  shame  of  His  execution  coupled  with  the  loss  of  dignity  and  pride 
which  such  an  event  would  produce  in  a  family  could  result  in  her  being  ostracize< 
by  family  and  firends  alike. 

oo  as  the  dutiful  son  He  must  have  gazed  at  her  as  best  He  could  and  shown  His 
complete  love  for  her  by  handing  her  over  to  the  care  and  keeping  of  xiis  beloved 
friend  John.   In  this  sense  He  was  making  her  the  mother  of  John,  and  making 
John  the  adopted  son  of  Mary.   Almost  like  an  introduction, "Mother ,  this  is  John, 
John  I'd  like  you  to  meet  your  mother  Mary."   How  all  of  this  is  most  probably 
the  real  meaning  of  this  last  word. 

\_s   I  would  like  to  submit  a  possibility  of  yet  another  meaning  which  could  have 
been  hidden  in  this  and  which  perhaps  is  often  overlooked.   A*"1  Jesus  was  hanging 
there  and  going  through  the  physical  torture  of  this  execution,  He  looks  down 
toward  the  foot  of  the  cross  and  sees  there  the  faces  of  some  people  He  knows. 
As  the  time  wore  on  He  would  slip  in  and  out  of  the  unconsciousness  this  torture 
would  produce.   He  would  be  in  deep  pain  and  agony  and  unaware  of  what  was  taking 
place  and  then  He  would  be  aware  of  things  and  people  aroubd  Him.   And  so  at 
one  point  He  was  aware  that  Mary  was  there  with  the  other  women,  and  there  was 
John.   The  upturned  face  of  Mary  betrays  the  pain  she  is  feeling  for  Him.   He 
thinks  of  the  love  she  gave  to  Him,  and  as  He  realizes  that  she  was  used  by  aod, 
to  bring  iJ-im  forth,  He  knows  that  she  gave  of  her  time  and  of  herself  to  raise 
Him,   Thus  as  He  gazed  into  that  tear  stained  face,  He  saw  the  questioning  glance 
of, "Why?"   "Why  all  of  this?  How  wifcl  this  prove  God's  plan?" 
L»  it  is  that  in  order  to  explain  as  simply  as  He  can  He  merely  says,  "Woman, 
befeold  thy  son!"   He  is  saying  in  this,  "Look  at  me.   I  am  the  one  God  said 
you  would  bring  forth  by  the  Holy  opirit  and  that  I  would  be  called  the  oon  of 
the  Highest.   I  am  the  one  mShxksik  of  whom  it  was  said  He  would  sit  upon  the 


throne  of  David,  and  of  my  kingdom  there  shall  he  no  end.   Some  of  this  is  yet 
tr  -ome.   But  at  this  point  in  time  this  is  what  must  take  place.   Can't  you 
recall  my  words  that  this  would  he  necessary  for  me?   iiemember  how  you  told  me 
Simeon  had  said  that  I  was  set  for  the  rise  and  fall  of  many?   This  is  it.   Look 
at  me!   './hat  I  am  going  through  is  for  you.   This  is  for  all  mankind.   Look  at 
your  oon  now  and  know  that  this  is  a  necessary  step  to  save  you  and  all  mankind 
from  their  sins.   I  hang  here  divested  of  my  clothing,  my  dignity,  my  pride  as 
a  human,  and  as  an  individual.   And  Why?  For  you.   You  havek  known  me  as  a  duti- 
ful son,  as  one  who  took  care  of  you.   But  I  am  the  Son  of  God,  and  when  you  look 
at  me  you  are  beholding  God,  and  not  flesh  and  blood.   And  so  because  of  this  I 
must  hand  over  my  duty  as  an  earthly  son  to  antoher  one  who  can  care  for  you 
now  that  I  will  no  longer  be  with  you.   And  so  John,  "3ehold,  thy  mother." 
..  erhaps  this  is  the  hidden  meaning  we  do  not  see.   But  whatever  the  case  may  be, 
one  thing  is  certain,  and  that  is  Jesus  never  forgot  the  importance  of  the  family, 
D-   :ng  His  dying  moments  He  was  concerned  wit]?  the  comfort  and  needs  of  others. 
He  gave  us  the  example  of  taking  care  of  the  needs  of  parents  and  establishing 
the  fami  y  relationship.   This  third  word  is  j  st  another  part  of  the  embodiment 
of  what  Be  said  when  teaching  His  disciples,  "Greater  love  hath  no  man  than, 
that  a  man  lay  down  His  life  for  dis  friends." 


■ 

J  HERE ,  HE  13  RISES ! I 
!   gISEH   '   !DI!  ! 

ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
EASTER  April  10,  1977 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Mrs.  Cyndie  Sybert,  Youth  Choir  Director 
Helen  Hilliard,  David  Knauer  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:    "Trumpet  Voluntary"  and  "Trumpet  Tune" 

Played  by  Rich  Isaac,  trumpet,  and  organ    Pureell 
•Processional  Hymn  167  "Christ  the  Lord  is  Risen  Today" 
•The  Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•The  Call  to  Worship 

Minister:   This  is  God's  morning.   There  is  no 
force  that  can  conquer  Him,  no  power 
that  can  hold  Him, 
People:    He  is  risen  from  the  dead;  He  has 

passed  out  of  death  into  life. 
Minister:   Therefore,  ire  proclaim  the  Easter  news, 
the  Good  News  of  the  Resurrection,  I'.'e 
proclaim  the  Good  News  that  we  too  can 
pass  out  of  death  into  life. 
People:    We  declare  that  our  faith  has  to  do  with 
life.  We  declare  that  Easter  is  the 
damn  of  a  new  day  through  Christ,  We 
affirm  that  we  are  a  people  concerned 
with  the  real  and  daily  world  that  is, 
and  the  life  that  shall  be. 
All:      Glory  be  to  God  and  Amen* 
•Gloria  Patri 
The  Easter  Scripture:     Matthew  28 
The  Youth  Choir  Anthem:     "Hosanna"       Gregor 
•The  Easter  Prayer  (In  Unison!  0  God,  grant  to  us  the  joy 
of  sharing  in  the  life  and  death  and  resurrection  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.   Grant  that  through  Him  we  may  become 
a  new  creation  in  which  the  old  things  have  passed  away, 
and  in  which  everything  has  become  new.   So  grant  that 
even  here  and  now  we  may  die  to  sin  and  be  reborn  to 
righteousness.   May  we  live  and  be  so  one  with  our  risen 
Lord  that,  when  life  ends  for  us  in  this  world,  we  may 

ow  that  death  is  but  the  gateway  to  eternal  life, 
ueliver  us  from  the  fear  of  death;  and  make  us  to  know 
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that  death  is  not  the  end  of  life,  but  the  beginning; 
not  the  twilight,  but  the  dawn;  not  the  midnight,  but 
the  breaking  day.  Grant  us  the  complete  assurance 
that  beyond  death  thee  is  a  life  where  we  shall  live 
forever  with  our  Lord.   Give  to  each  of  us  the 
confident  EaBter  assurance  that  life  is  stronger  than 
death;  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.   Amen, 
•Praise 

Pastor:   Praise  ye  the  Lord! 
People:  The  Lord's  name  be  praised. 
•Doxology 
The  Offering 
The  Offertory:  "Christ  The  Lord  Is  Risen"     Fetler 

Chancel  Choir  and  Trumpet 
Dedication  of  Choirs,  Choir  Directors  and  Organist 
The  Chancel  Choir  Anthem:   "Why  Weepest  Thou?  Ha  is 
Risen"  — Hamblen    Sung  by  Cyndie  Sybert  and 
Chancel  Choir 
The  Sermon:    "JESUS  CHHIST  AS:   LORD  OF  LORDS" 
The  Sermon  Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
•The  Hymn  of  Triumph  173  "The  Strife  Is  O'er  The 

Battle  Done" 
•The  Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 
•The  Poetlude:    "Charconne"  Couperin 

•Congregation  Standing 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   «Wally  Feder,  John  Snow, 

Mont  MacKinney,  Herb  Shearer,  Steve  Vargo. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Brad  and  Judy 

Vinroe  and  Lynne  Eosko. 
There  are  65  Lillles  around  the  Chancel  today.  If 
you  are  taking  yours  home  please  pick  it  up  right 
after  Worship  today.   The  rest  will  be  given  to 
Shut-ins  f/i     f <s~'/l/     f¥FffW^_ 

*^^   We  hope  you  have  a  Happy  Easter. 

Fri  -  6:00  -  ARC  will  have  a  Salad  Smorgasbord.   This 
will  be  for  families,  so  bring  table  service  and 
enough  salads  to  compensate  for  your  family  size. 
Plan  to  attend  because  there  will  be  an  election  of 
officers  at  this  meeting.  The  Chet  Stauffer's  and 
Dan  Bosko's  are  in  charge. 

Deacon  and  Mrs.  Robert  Dellen  will  greet  the 
Congregation  at  the  door  today. 
Hospitalized:  Jim  Kaloney,Alleg,  Gen,   a"""  .  ittica 
•one   ali'visitors; 


J 


"Jesus  Christ  As:  Lord  Of  Lords" 
react:  Mt  28:17 

(I]"1  us:  villas  in  Alps  &  no  sun  5  mos) 
Sij   2  Jeru  4  frends  Js  &  dark, despair 

But  sudden  nu  &  brite,lite  etc  vss  2-6,7 
vs  8, meet  otg  of  mix  feelings, vs  9t&  2  go  tell  vs  10 
3  11-15, stories  concocted 
"Vs   16,discips  go  2  mtn, 

vs  17, meet  &  doubt  even  tho  most  signif  G  did  §  man 
This  react  2day,sum  Bliev  others  doubt, quest  &  ask  pr 
(Couple  who  quested  bout  son's  deth,Red  lilies) 

2  sum  this  no  answer, but  G  only  ask  2  Bliev  &  accpt 
Why  sum  cannot  do?  Examps  of  our  Blief, chair , car , etc 
Neil  Armstrong  on  moon  &  bliev.  irov  G.Wash  2  me???? 
(Illus  Life  after  Life  by  doctor, Readers  Dugest) 

We  find  hard  show  Resur,but  G  supply  proof  many  peop 
(Illus  Mr.  Wolfe  &  his  heart  attack  8s  granddotter) 
G  reveal  luv  4  us  thru  Js  lif ,deth,reaurr 

He  alive!   He  real!   He  Lord  Of  Lords! 
Bill  Gaither  song:  (our  theme  4-  life) 
AND  THEN  ONE  DAY, I'LL  CROSS  THAT  RIVER, 

I'LL  FIGHT  MY  FINAL  WAR  WITH  PAIN; 
&HD  THEN  AT  LAST,  I'LL  HAVE  THE  VICTORY, 
I'LL  SEE  THE  LIGHTS  OF  GLORY, AND  I'LL  H     DE  REIG 

BECAUSE  HE  LIVES,  I  CAN  FACE  T0M0RR0  , 

BECAUSE  HE  LIVES. ,  ALL  FEAR  IS  GOT!  3 ; 
BECAUSE  I  KNOW  HE  HOLDS  THE  FUTURE, 
AND  LIFE  IS  WORTH  THE  LIVING, BECAUSE  HE  LIVES. 
&  Bcuz  He  livs,we  2  shal  liv.   Thanks  B  2  G  who  givet 
us  the  victory  thru  Js  ^p   our  Lord. 
He  is  Lord  of  Lords, He  is  risen!   He  is  risen  Indeed! 


"Jesus  Christ   As:    j^orcl  Of  Lords" 

Text:   Matthew  28:17 

!  HJDM,?'THET  WORSHIPED  HIM:  I  lED. 

Scripture:  Matthew  28 

(Illustartion  of  village  in  the  Alps  with  no  sun  3  months). 

Perhaps  this  is  how  we  could  best  explain  what  was  taking  place  in  Jerusalem 
following  the  death  of  Jesus  Christ.   For  the  friends,  relatives  and  disciples  of 
Jesus,  everything  had  turned  to  darkness  and  despair.   All  of  the  wonderful 
ideas  and  thoughts  of  the  glorious  Kingdom  of  Cod  about  which  He  spoke  were  now 
over  and  done  with.   There  was  nothing  to  be  happy  about  and  life  had  lost  all  of 
its  meaning.  So  it  was  that  the  women  came  to  His  grave  filled  with  thoughts  of 
His  death  and  the  sadness  they  were  each  feeling. 

But  then  they  suddenly  were  in  an  entirely  new  and  different  environment.   ..'here 
once  they  had  darkness,  now  they  were  sud:  bounded  by  light.   The  glow  of  the  angel 
with  white  raiment,  and  his  appearance  like  lightning  offset  anything  they  had 
b   .i  feeling.   They  are  given  the  glorious  news  that  Jesus  was  no  longer  dead, 
but  alive.   They  were  told  to  go  and  tell  His  disciples  about  this. 
So  they  hastened  to  do  what  they  had  been  told,  vs  8,  and  strangely  enough  they 
meet  the  very  object  of  their  mixed  feelings,  vs  9,  and  are  told  to  tell  the 
others  of  this  glorious  event,  vs  10. 

But  others  are  not  too  happy  with  this  sudden  turn  of  events  and  so  stories  are 
concocjred  to  overcome  all  of  this,  vss  11-15- 

The  diswiples  went  to  a  pre-arranged  place  in  the  mountains  in  Galilee  where 
they  had  probably  met  before  and  it  is  here  that  Jesus  meets  them,  vs  16. 
SHtoCKXEn::*taEKKkxHEXsraKxthmEH[  So  here  He  is  the  Lord  of  Lords.   He  has  done  some- 
thing no  other  human  had  ever  done.   He  has  been  raised  By  Cod  from  the  dead. 
But  in  the  midst  of  their  joy,  the  human  element  creeps  in,  and  we  find  that 
even  though  they  have  first  hand  proof  of  who  He  is,  there  are  those  who  are 
j^t  not  quite  sure,  vs  1?. 

This  is  the  reaction  to  the  Easter  story  even  today.  There  are  those  who  will 
>ovae  and  worship  Him  and  believe,  and  for  them  He  is  the  Lord  Of  Lords.   But 
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there  are  those  for  whom  it  must  be  proven  before  belief  can  be  a  part  of  their 
1   53.   Many  people  have  asked  about  this  and  many  times  since  the  personal 
appearance  of  Jesus  to  His  disciples ,  God  has  revealed  this  glorious  miracle  of 
life  after  death.   One  such  incident  involved  a  couple  5ttaxhad:x±HKK  whose  son 
had  died. 

(Illustration  of  blood  red  tulips  from  hard  ground) 

Now  there  are  some  people  for  whom  this  is  no  answer  and  it  can  be  explained 
away  for  them.   But  for  those  who  truly  ask  God  for  His  answers  to  their  quest- 
ions there  should  be  no  doubt  .   He  is  not  asking  us  to  do  anything  but  accept 
and  believe.   We  are  willing  to  accept  many  other  things  by  faith,  why  can't  we 
accept  the  truth  of  Christ's  becoming  Lord  of  Lord's  through  His  resurrection? 
We  can  accept  the  fact  that  the  seats  upon  which  we  sit  will  not  collapse  be- 
neath us.   We  never  question  this,  we  just  sit  down.   './e  do  not  doubt  that  we 
can  walk  when  we  want  to,  or  talk  when  we  want  to,  or  drive,  or  do  a  hundred  and 
o   things  without  even  thinking  about  it.   x&xpamxxxHXxxxxi±±xxxEx  Perhaps 
almost  all  of  us  several  years  ago  saw  Neil  Armstrong  walking  on  the  face  of  the 
moon.   I  wonder  how  many  of  us  disputed  or  argued  that  this  was  not  really  taking 

place  in  our  living  rooms  before  our  very  eyes.   I  have  only  heard  and  read  of 

more 
one  individual  who  did  not  believe  it.   But  what  makes  something  believable 

because  it  is  happening  on  another  piat  celestial  body,  as  opposed  to  an  event 

which  took  place  on  this  very  planet  some  2000  years  ago?   Simply  because  we 

did  not  see  it  is  not  proof  that  it  did  not  happen?  i-rove  to  me  that  there 

was  a  man  named  George  Washington.   I  never  saw  him  and  neither  did  you.  But 

we  have  written  proof  that  he  lived.  And  we  also  have  written  proof  that  Jesus 

Christ  lived  and  died,  and  did  the  most  unique  thing  that  anyone  ever  did,  He 

came  back  from  the  dead. 

But  the  real  proof  for  this  is  that  there  continues  to  be  even  to  this  day, 

rt. sealed  proof  that  He  lives.  tie   have  this  in  more  and  more  documented  form 

than  ever  before.   A  doctor  has  written  a  book  entitled,  "Life  After  Life,11  in 

which  he  gives  documented  proof  of  people  who  have  been  dead  for  short  periods 
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of  time,   tacsfeS  A  condensed  version  of  this  was  recently  printed  in  the  Readers 

jest.   If  you  have  the  back  issue,  I  believe  it  was  January,  you  would  find 
it  fascinating  reading. 

Vie  find  it  difficult  to  show  the  resurrection  of  Christ  because  it  defies  dis- 
cription.   But  for  those  who  need  proof,  God  has  supplied  more  than  enough  and 
lie  is  continuing  to  do  so  even  today.   V/e  can  read  articles  and  books  such  as 
this  doctor  has  written,  but  nothing  gives  us  evidence  like  something  which  hits 
us  close  to  home. 

V/ithin  this  congregation  fckxx  there  is  a  man  who  had  a  very  serious  heart  attack 
During  this  heart  attack  he  experienced  several  of  the  things  many  other  people 
have  pointed  out  who  have  been  dead  for  short  periods  of  time.   He  was  able  to 
be  away  from  his  body,  sort  of  drifting  upward  from  the  operating  table,  and 
he  saw  the  doctors  and  the  nurses  working  on  him.  He  saw  a  corridor  he  describe 
simply  as  being  beautiful  beyond  words.  He  was  going  down  this  corridor  and  be- 
„_.nd  it  at  an  open  doorway  he  saw  the  most  magnificent  light,  and  he  said  he 
knew  that  beyond  that  doorway  was  the  Lord.   But  then  he  was  drought  back  to 
this  world  again.   I  know  this  man  is  not  a  kook,  he  is  very  intelligent  and 
I  have  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  talking  to  him  about  these  expereinces.   But 
as  he  said,  "Death  no  longer  holds  a  fear  for  him,  because  he  knows  that  Jesus 
Christ  waits  for  him  at  the  end  of  that  corridor."   To  me  the  real  purpose  of 
this  was  brought  out  in  the  life  of  his  little  granddaughter.   After  being  told 
what  had  happened  to  him  she  replied,  "Now  I  know  that  Jesus  is  real  and  not 
just  like  Santa  Glaus  and  the  faster  Bunny."   God  has  revealed  His  love  for 
us  through  SsxHSx&ftEtx*  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ,  through  His  death,  and  througt 
His  Resurrection.  He  is  real!   He  is  Alive!   He  is  Lord  of  Lords. 


K£E83isKxSKxi±yasxai±x£KSExisxKHHS 
uill  Caither  wrote  a  beautiful  hymn  about  fex  this  and  the  words  sum  all  of 

this  up  so  beautifully.   I  believe  we  should  each  be  able  to  echo  then  in 

our  lives  and  know  them  for  the  certainty  they  are:   He  wrote: 
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And  then  one  day,  I'll  cross  that  river, 

I'll  fight  my  final  war  with  pain 
And  then  at  last,  I'll  have  the  victory, 

I'll  see  the  lights  of  Glory,  and  I'll  know  He  reigns. 

Because  He  lives,  I  can  face  tomorrow, 

Because  He  lives,  all  fear  is  gone, 
Because  I  know  lie  holds  the  future , 

And  life  is  worth  the  living, 
Because  He  lives. 

And  Because  He  lives,  we  shall  live  also.   Thanks  be  to  God  who  giveth  us  the 

victory  through  our  Lord  and  Gaviour  Jesus  Christ.   He  is  Lord  of  Lords,  He 

is  riseni   He  is  risen  Indeed! ! 


ST,  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Second  Sunday  in  Eastertide         April  17,  1977 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs,  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Kelley  Shakely,  Mark  Fry  -  Acolytes 

OHDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:    ,1Prelude  and  Fugue  in  £  minor"    J.S.Bach 
•Processional  Hymn  No*  177  "Sing  with  all  the  sons  of 

glory" 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
^Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Our  heavenly  Father,  who  by  Thy 
love  hast  made  us,  and  through  Thy  love  hast  kept  us, 
and  in  Thy  love  wouldst  make  us  perfect >  we  humbly 
confess  that  we  have  not  loved  Thee  with  all  our  heart 
and  soul,  and  mind,  and  strength,  and  that  we  have  not 
loved  one  another  as  ChT"ist  hath  loved  us.   Thy  love  is 
in  us,  but  our  selfishness  hath  hindered  Thee.  Forgive 
what  we  have  been;  help  us  to  amend  what  we  are;  and  in 
Thy  Spirit  direct  what  we  shall  be;  that  Thy  image  may 
come  into  full  glory  in  us  and  in  all  men»  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.  Amen," 
*Kyrie        (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
♦Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips* 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology    Mo.  551 
Scripture:     1  Samuel  16;  14-23 
Hymn  No.  319   "0  for  a  closer  walk  with  God 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Statement  of  Faith)  -  front 

of  hymnal . 
"Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit* 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
offering 

Offertory:     "Musical  Clocks"        F.  J.  Haydn 


*> 


Anthem:   "I  Bind  My  Heart  this  Tide"        Conant 

Sermon:  "HUMPTY  DUMPTY" 

Prayer  and  Lord ' s  Prayer 

Hymn  No*  452   h'We  would  be  building" 

Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Affien 

Organ  Postlude:      "Victory"  Young 

-  - *Congregation  Standing  -  -  - 

The  Lovely  flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  fir  Mrs.  George  Pflugh  in  loving  memory  of  their 

"Daughter"  Pam. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  "Robbie  Vinroe,  Brian 

Pfabe*  Steve  Basehore,  Chris  Pfabe  and  Bob  DeLten. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  £89 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  Pflugh  will  greet  the  Congregation 
and  Visitors  at  the  door  this  morning,* 
Monday  -  7:30  -  The  Fidelity  Bible  Class  will  meet* 

The  Class  is  asked  to  bring  small  gifts  for  Bingo 

prises  for  St.  Paul's  Home- 
Wed.  -  6:30  -  There  will  be  a  work  night  at  the  Church 

to  work  on  the  grounds  adjoining  the  Church.   The 
more  we  have  the  less  work  for  everyone*   Don't  forget 
to  bring  your  rakes  and  shovels*. 
Hospitalized:   Mrs.  Virginia  Beatty  -  Intenstive  Care 

BCHH;   Mr.  Jim  Haloney  -  Allegheny  General;  (fA*~e     C&Sto/n 

Mrs.  Mae  Dutter  -  Presbyterian.  —j^^&tj,^ 

Thursday  -  10:39  -  Mary  Martha  Circle  will  meetat — «.  ^-ta^- 

the  home  of  Mrs.  Helen  Sheppeck.  ^--^_ 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Sandy  Sheppeck,. 

Marci  Sheppeck,  and  Robin  Knauer. 
Next  Sunday  we  will  have  a  pulpit  exchange  with  The 

Rev.  Jeff  Wilson  from  St.  John's  in  Evans  City. 
Seminar  Workshops  for  Women  presents  God's  pattern  for 

Successful  FVifilled  Womanhood,  at  Community  Alliance 

Church  May  10-13.   There  is  a  pamphlet  in  the  office 

if  you  are  interested.   Early  registration  is  less 

expensive. 
The  YwCA  Religious  Resources  Committee  has  planned  a 

Bible  Interpretation  and  study  group,  entitles 

"Women  of  the  Bible."  which  will  meet  beginning  April 

20,  1977  In  the  Senior  citizen  housing  -  Cliffside 

Apartments  -  No  Charge. 

fore/it     f7A17f>-    -^//:7»fsty~ 


FIRST  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 

(National  Historical  Site) 

United  Church  of  Christ 

Fourth  at  Oak  Street 

Manistee,  fcdehigan 


Earl  J.  Lawrence 
Karl  2 .  Wickstrom 
Linda  Strouf 
Brent  Danielaon 


Pastor 

Pastor  Emeritus 
Organist 
Liturgist 


The  Congregation  Mini  itering  Lo  the  Community 

_  10:00 Augu.it  "38.  197/ A.i-1. 

PR ELUDE:  "Andante"  (Cremorne  en  Taile) 
Louis  Karchand   (1669-1732) 
"Andante  Con  I<iete" 
Josef  Rheinberger  (1839-1901) 
CALL  TO  WORSHIP: 

Praise  the  Lord,  all  the  lands! 
Praise  Him  with  taraborines! 
Praise  Him  with  trumphets! 
Praise  Him  with  bagpipes! 
Praise  Him  with  sitars! 
Praise  Him  with  guitars! 
Praise  the  Lord,  all  the  lands! 
••HYBBJi  #25  "Praise  to  the  Lord  the  Almighty" 
**RESPONSIVE  READING:  §   US.1 
»*GL0RIA  PATRIs 

INFORMAL  MOMENTS i   WELCOME i 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  I 
CHILDREN'S  STORY: 
SACRAMENT  OF  BAPTISM: 
**HYr»1N:  #3k   "For  the  Beauty  of  the  Earth" 
WORSHIP  WITH  PRAYER i 

PRAYER  OF  CONFESS I ON i 

It  is  to  our  shame.  Lord,  that  we  have 
sometimes  drawn  the  circles  of  love  much  too 
small.   In  other  cases,  Father,  we  have  drawn 
those  circles  of  love  into  some  rather 
strange  shapes. 

We  have  been  sympathetic  to  the  spiritual 
heeds  of  those  who  are  below  us  in  social 
tature,  but  have  largely  ignored  the 


needs  of  those  who  are  above  us, 

We  can  speak  in  glowing  terms  about  the 
Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man, 
but  for  years  vrc  have  not  spoken  to  a 
brother-in-law. 

As  high  school  students  we  may  be  willing 
to  tall!  to  certain  fellow  students  privately, 
but  avoid  being  seen  with  them  publicly  be- 
cause they  are  not  in  the  '"in"  group. 

As  grade  school  students  we  may  be  willing 
to  play  privately  with  some  other  children, 
but  will  avoid  them  in  the  playground  because 
nobody  else  plays  with  them  either. 

We  have  included  the  Blacks  in  Africa  in 
the  circle  of  our  concern,  but  we  have  ex- 
cluded the  family  down  the  street. 

We  contribute  generously  to  the  work  of  a 
rescue  mission,  but  don't  want  to  admit  that 
a  drunken  brother  is  any  relative  of  ours, 

We  can  speak  glowingly  of  our  open-minded 
ecumenical  outlook,  but  we  have  difficulty 
getting  along  with  people  in  our  own  church, 

In  short,  Father,  we  have  not  been  very 
consistent  in  extending  your  love  and  con- 
cern to  all  people.  God  give  us,  we  pray, 
a  more  inclusive  vision  of  your  Kingdom. 

WORDS  OF  ASSURANCE: 

PASTORAL  PRAYER i 

LORD'S  PRAYER: 
SOLO:  Judy  Dopke  -  "Bless  the  Beasts  and 

the  Children" 
WORSHIP  WITH  OUR  TITHES  AND  GIFTS: 

OFFERTORY i  "Voluntary  in  C  Major"  -Pur cell 
Trumpets  -  David  Solberg 
Hike  V/atson 
*»D0X0L0GYi 

**PRAYER  OF  DEDICATION: 

**HYMN:  #309  "Crown  Him  With  Many  Crowns" 
SCRIPTURE  1   1  Samuel  6:24-23 
SERMON:   "Humpty  Dumpty" 

.!:,#231  "Lead  on,  0  King  Eternal" 


**B2BEpiCTI0N: 

PfiSTLUDE:  "Grave  in  F  Minor"  -  J.C.H  3inck 

(1770-1846) 

helping  our  Worship  Service. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  I 

TODAY: 

USHERS i   Tom  and  Steve  Amor. 
GREETERSi  the  Rowland  Blair s. 
FLOWERS i  the  Carl  Carlstrom  family. 

THE  ROSE  on  the  Communion  Table  is  to 
celebrate  the  Babtism  of  Todd  Albert  Fisher 
from  the  Women's  Fellowship. 

Today  we  are  happy  to  welcome  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Albert  (Linda  Rengo)  Fisher 
of  Newport  Beach,  California.,  as  they 
bring  their  son  Todd  Albert,  born 

Today  we  are  privileged  to  have  the 
Rev.  Ralph  Link  of  Sarver,  Pennsylvania 
as  our  speaker.   Mr.  Link  was  in  business 
for  himself  and  then  returned  to  school 

?/Iay  God's  richest  blessing  be 
with  this  family. 

Maternal  Grandfather  is  Robert 
Rengo  of  Kaleva. 

and  was  ordained.  Let  us  welcome  Mr. 

Link  nnd  his  family  to  our  fellowship. 

Today  our  Organist  is  Linda  Strouf 
and  assisting  are  David  Solberg  and 
Hike  Watson  on  the  trumphet,   Our 
sincere  appreciation  to  them  for 

umpty  Dumpty" 

Rom  8:28.  &  WE  KNO  THAT  ALT,  THINGS  WORK  2GETHET^  4  sp 
2  THEM  THAI1  LUV  (i.S  THEM  WHQ^_CALLED_ ACCORDING  2  HIS 

Daily  Bib  reads  &  chap  16  last  Thurs. 
Bakground:  Gaul  s  of  Eish,Benj  trib,  1st  king  Israel 
1  4-  while, then  do  priest  work, then  disobey  G  aboir 
Amalekites  &  cattle.   D  anoint  king  insted 
EXEGETE:  vaa  14-23 
*"Cp  3aul  d   Hurap-cy-Dumpty=wall,he  shoul  abov  all 

Fall=secular  liv  &  no  spiritual=despnd  &  depression 
P  Harvey=teens  suicid  #1  killer  4  them, 
"    "   say  look  headline  &  depress, this  true  but,, 
We  need  spirit  element  2  overshad  secular 
many  peop  no  want  2  do, want  wallow  misery, guilt 
This  no  mean  never  hav  depress, but  mean  can  control  i' 

Had  3aul  tak  steps  lif  cud  hav  bin  diff  dimension 
Mat  *.**,grair  yY]  ^tt   kthct  n-R  ., 
&  AIT,  THEZ  THING  SHAL  B  ADDED  UIT2  U. 
~WT:  TfE'fus't  all"  Z'^'^TTSTThim^aSv   wat  2  do 

4-mod  man=turn  lif  2  Js  Xp,let  B  L  &  Sav  our  livs 
this  1st, most  import  step, but  peop  no  want  do  3cuz 
must  turn  lif  aroun,&  they  no  will  2  mak  that  mov 
No  shortcut  if  want  liappines ,13T  CUM  2  XP, 
Need  outward  Ik  lif,requir  get  out  shells, think  outwa 
3aul  depress, think  self=this  depress  duz, dwell  self 
ten  think  others  can  thro  off , many  peop  say,  others 
worse  than  me 
1  Thess  S:18,IN  EVERTHIN  GIV  THAMS-1.4-  2?HIS  IS  ./ILL  OF 

G  IN  g  J 3  OONCE.       .  ' — ' - 

"TTiahk  peop  can  no  3  depres,dwn  dumps. 

"tart  list : bed , house , warm , clothes , food , children , 
s, wife, car, etc.  4  all  say  Thanks 
Then:accpt  things  cum  2  us  in  lif, no  underst  all, nor 
R  \ie    suppos  2.   But  G  giv  anser  even  tho  no  underst 
■j-      import  3crip:Rom  8^28=  Explain  v/at  mean 
no  mean=disease,illnes,pam  usffer  sent  by  G, 
thez  cum  by  fall  of  man  in  garden  Eden 
But  in  midst  thez  thing, they  can  work  4-  our  gud  if 
turn  over  2  G 
Hav  kno  peop  no  time  4-  G,lie  flat  baks  8s  only  Ik  up 
Nu  relationsh  G,but  G  no  mak  ill,  but  thru  illness 
got  attention 
S  cud  bin  grtest  king  Is  had  repent  &  turn  2  G, 
but  lik  Hump-Dump  cud  no  B  pu^  bak  2gether  again 
How  "  out  U?   If  tend  2  B  depress, B  assur  no  need  2B 

Rek^fflber  3-T ' s  we  can  overcum  it 
lst=TUHN  2  :  ,may  dun, if  not  it  essential   ,_,-,  ,.,.=  v 
2nd=TMNK  G  4-  all  things,  imposs  !  leprlts  this  way 
5rd='jjra^s^remein  all  thing  w  or>  '-  gud  etc. 
'  -'h.i  nJl'lUUla  can  S  put  2Reth,Bcuz  tin;  wil  do. 


"Humpty  Dumpty" 

Text:  Romans  8:28 

AND  WE       ?HAT  ALL  THINGS  -.70  ■'■   B  GOOD  TO  THEM  THAT  LOVE  GOD,  TO 

.  WHO  ARE  GALLED  ACCORDING  TO  HIS  PURPOSE. 

Scripture:  1  Samuel  16:14-23 

Daily  would 

If  you  have  been  reading  the  Bible  readings  you  wxit  have  read  fekis  our  scriptuer 

for  this  morning  on  Thursday  of  this  past  week.   Let  us  turn  to  this  scripture 

lives 
once  again  and  see  what  is  happening  in  the  i.i&&   of  Saul  and  David.   Briefly  in 

review  let  us  note  that  Saul,  son  of  I.ish,  of  the  tribe  of  Senjamin  had  been 

selected  by  God  to  be  the  first  king  of  Israel.   ?or  a  period  of  time  Saul  was 

a  good  and  obedient  king,  but  then  he  began  to  be  disobedient  to  God  and  soora 

was  rejected  by  Him.   The  first  thi^g  he  did  was  to  perform  the  functions  of  the 

priest  in  offering  sacrifices  before  God.   He  got  impatient  and  could  not  wait 

for  Samuel  to  arrive  on  the  scene.   At  another  time  he  was  told  to  completely 

destroy  the  flmalekites  and  he  didn't.   Instead,  he  took  Obxk   the  king  prisoner, 

and  saved  the  best  dheep  and  oxen  for  himself  and  his  people.  This  was  the  final 

;  which  alienfcfeed  him  from  God.   It  is  then  that  we  read  of  Samuel  being  sent 

to  Bethlehem  to  a  man  named  Jesse  to  anoint  one  of  Jesse's  sons  as  the  new  king 

of  Israel, 

vs  14- 

So  it  is  that  we*  come  to  our  scripture  for  this  morning  and  we  read  first  that 
God's  Spirit  departs  from  Saul  and  an  evil  spirit  from  God  comes  to  him,   .'e  need 
to  understand  that  the  Israelites  believed  that  all  spirits  were  under  the  con- 
trol of  God,  and  therefore  evil  as  well  as  good  spirits  came  from  Him.   But  we 
know  that  no  evil  things  come  from  God,  and  therefore  we  need  to  understand  this 
in  its  proper  context.   ,'£at  is  really  being  pointed  out  is  :faat  Saul  is  over- 
come with  evil.   Saul's  servants  show  their  concern  for  Saul  and  advise  him  as 
to  what  he  should  do,  vss  15,16.   Saul  agrees  to  this  and  commands  them  to  do 
do,  vs  17.   One  of  his  servants  remembers  that  he  had  seen  Davie,  the  son  of  Jesse 
and  knew  of  all  of  his  virtues,  vs  18.   At  this  point  Saul  sends  messengers  to 
Jesse  and  requests  that  David  be  sent  to  the  king's  court,  vs  19.   And  Jesse 
not  only  sends  David  but  he  sends  gifts  as  well,  vs  20.   Saul  is  taken  with 
this  young  lad  and  gives  him  a  position  in  his  court,  vs  21.   Then  he  sends  to 
Jesse  and  requests  that  David  be  permitted  to  live  in  the  king's  court,  vs  22. 
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Then  we  read  that  when  the  evil  spirit  skekhk  overcame  Saul,  Bavid  would  take 
v ' s  harp  and  played  for  oaul  and  it  soothed  him  and  the  evil  spirit  was  over- 
come in  this  manner,  vs  23- 

There  are  some  Biblical  scholars  who  have  said  this  evil  spirit  was  a  fomr  of 
melancholy  which  periodically  overtook  Saul.   Others  have  said  that  it  was  a 
very  serious  nervous  condition.   But  what  it  really  amounted  to  was  a  bad  con- 
science and  his  direct  disobedience  to  what  G-od  wanted  him  to  do.   And  so  with 
this  information  I  believe  that  we  dan  compare  King  Saul  to  Hurnpty  Dumpty.   TJre 
old  nursery  ryhme  tells  us,  "Humpty  Dumpty  sat  on  a  wall.   Humpty  Aimpty  had  a 
great  fall.  All  the  kings  horses  and  all  the  kings  men,  could  not  pu+  numpty 
together  again."   Now  when  we  analyze  Humpty  and  we  analyze  oaul  we  can  see 
some  identifiable  similarities. 

First  we  see  that  Humpty  sat  on  a  wall.   That  meant  he  was  in  a  position  above 
others.   King  Saul  had  reached  the  pinnacle  of  success.   He  was  not  only  head 

ds  shoulders  in  height  above  his  fellow  conntrymen,  but  he  was  above  them 
because  of  his  exalted  position  as  ruler.   3ut  then  like  Humpty  Dumpty  he  had  a 
fall,  and  the  fall  was  so  great  that  he  could  not  be  put  back  together  again. 
All  of  this  was  a  result  of  living  a  secular  life  instead  of  a  life  that  was 
spiritual.   Jhatver  his  other  problems  were  it  is  evident  from  reading  this 
portion  of  scripture  that  Oaul  suffered  from  depression  and  despondency. 
Because  of  this  we  can  learn  some  very  definite  ikxKgHxrrKHxiftts  lessons  for 
our  lives.   Paul  Harvey  on  his  news  this  past  week  gave  the  startling  news  that 
suicide  is  the  leading  killer  among  teen-agers  in  our  nation  at  the  present 
time.   He  cited  the  fact  that  all  we  need  to  do  is  to  open  ifoaxiiaii  any  daily 
newspaper  to  the  front  page  and  read  the  various  headlines  there.   He  stated  fctar 
that  because  of  the  gloom  and  misery  printed  there  it  has  the  effect  of  making 
anyone  depressed.   I  can  agree  with  him  about  the  depressing  news,  but  I  can- 

,t  agree  with  him  about  letting  these  things  make  us  depressed.  \!e   need  to 
instill  in  our  lives  the  spiritual  element,  and  let  the  spiritual  element  over- 
shadow the  secular  element.   But  you  see  many  people  are  not  willing  to  do  this. 
They  would  rather  wa'llow  in  their  misery  and  guilt  rather  than  be  happy  and 
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free  from  it.  This  does  not  mean  that  we  will  never  suffer  depression.  But  it 
d  3  mean  that  we  can  have  control  over  it  and  live  a  vital  vibrant  life,  stems 
Had  Saul  taken  some  other  steps  in  his  life,  I  believe^that  his  life  would  have 
had  a  different  dimension. 

Jesus  tells  us  in  Matthew  6:33,  "seek  ye  fmsfe  first  the  kingd  m  of  God,  and  His 
righteousness,  and  all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you."   For  Snul  it  would 
have  simply  meant  to  entrust  his  all  to  God  and  let  God  show  him  what  he  was  sup- 
posed to  do.   For  modern  day  man  it  means  turning  his  life  over  to  Jesus  Christ. 
It  means  accepting  Him  as  Lord  and  Saviour  of  our  lives.   This  is  the  first  and 
most  important  step.   But  again,  many  people  do  not  want  to  do  this  because  they 
know  they  must  turn  their  lives  around  to  do  this,  and  they  are  not  willing  to 
make  this  move.   But  there  is  no  shortcut  if  we  are  to  derive  any  happiness  from 
this  life.   First  cone  to  God  through  Christ.   This  is  seeking  the  Kingdom  of 
God. 

i  we  need  to  have  an  outward  look  at  life.   To  do  so  requires  that  we  get  out 
of  our  shells  and  be  outward  in  our  thinking  and  actions,   Saul  was  depressed 
because  hw  was  thinking  only  of  himself.   This  is  what  depression  does,  we  dwell 
on  ourselves.   When  we  force  ourselves  to  think  of  others  and  even  to  maife  make 
a  conscious  effort  to  do  something  for  someone,  we  can  throw  off  depression. 
Some  of  the  most  outgoing  people  I  have  ever  met  have  been  those,  some  of  them 
terminally  ill  who  will  confide  to  me  that  there  are  others  worse  off  they  they 
are.   1-aul  tells  us  in  a  Thessalonians  5:18,  "In  everything  give  thanks;  for  this 
is  the  will  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  concerning  you."   Thankful  people  cannot  be 
depressed  or"down  in  the  dumps."   You  may  think  you  have  nothing  to  be  thankful 
for  but  if  you  start  to  make  a  list  you  will  find  it  can  grow  and  grow  and  grow. 
Start  with  this  morning,  what  would  you  be  thankful  for?   "How  about  your  bed 
that  provided  you  with  a  good  nights  sleep?   How  about  something  to  eat  this 
m  ning  to  give  you  strength  to  move  around?  How  about  your  family,  husband, 
wife,  children?  Your  car?   Your  house?  Heat  to  keep  you  warm.   Furniture  to 

use  and  have.   You  see  if  you  start  to  think  about  it  you  have  much  to  be  thank- 
ful for.   x'or  each  of  these  things  we  should  say  thank  you  -"ord.   Thank  you. 
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Then   there  is  one  other  thing  that  perhaps  causes  the  most  problems  in  our  liv,es 
i     \   that  is  the  acceptance  of  the  things  which  come  to  us  in  our  lives.   We  can- 
not understand  all  of  life,  nor  are  we  supposed  to.  But  we  need  to  understand 
that  God  has  xX&usSxVlsix.   given  us  the  answer  to  this,  even  though  we  may  never 
understand  it  all  completely.   We  find  the  naswer  in  one  of  the  most  important 
verses  contained  in  the  Bible,  and  this  found  in  Homans  8:28,   "For  we  know  hat 
all  things  work  together  for  goog,  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them  who  are  called 
accroding  to  His  purpose."   This  means  that  everything  Qjgs6C§ffifeig3[£teia&&  that 
happens  to  us  in  this  life  can  work  for  our  own  good  if  we  love  God  and  are 
willing  to  live  according  to  His  purposes  for  us.   It  does  not  mean  that  God 
sends  us  illness,  or  diesease,  or  pain  and  suffering,  because  these  sirxeshss 
have  been  the  cause  and  result  of  the  fall  of  man  in  the  garden  and  mankind  has 
been  infected  with  them  ever  since.   But  it  does  mean  that  even  in  the  midst  of 
illness,  or  disease,  or  pain  and  suffering,  that  these  things  can  work  for  oue 

1  good  if  we  turn  that  circumstance  hxxx  over  to  God.   I  have  known  people 
who  were  constantly  on  the  go  and  doing  everything  imaginable  except  worship 
God  or  devote  any  time  to  him.   I  have  seen  these  people  become  ill  with  some 
malady  of  some  sort  and  while  lying  flat  on  their  backs,  the  only  place  they 
could  look  was  up.   And  thus,  they  have  come  to  a  new  relationship  with  God. 
Now  I  do  not  believe  that  God  made  them  ill,  but  I  do  believe  that  through  the 
illness  He  got  their  attention.   If  you  will  observeiji  and  some  of  you  can 
attest  to  this,  out  of  adversity  oftentimes,  comes  spiritual  growth  and  maturity. 

Saul  need  not  have  lost  his  relationship  with  God.  In  fact,  he  could  have  be- 
come the  greatest  king  of  Israel  had  he  truly  repented  and  turned  to  God.  But 
he  didn't  and  like  ^umpty  Dumpty  he  could  not  be  put  back  together  ag^in.  How 
about  hsx  you?  If  you  have  a  tendency  to  get  depressed,  just  be  assured  that 
this  need  not  happen  in  your  life.  If  we  remember  the  5  -  T's  we  can  overcome 
'irt.  First:  Turn  to  Christ.  You.  may  have  done  this,  but  if  you  haven't,  it  is 
essential.  Seconds  Thanksgiving.  Thank  God  for  all  the  things  you  have.  It  is 
impossible  to  be  depressed  when  we  know  what  God  has  done  and  does  for  us. 

(Crtzer) 


Third:  Things.  Remember  that  All  things  work  together  for  our  good  when  we 
trust  God*  With  this  formula  we  can  be  put  back  together,  because  the  King 
Himself  will   do   it.      But  without   it,    we   are   like   King  oaul,    and  Hurapty  Dunpty, 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Fourth  Sunday  in  Eastertide  May  1,  1977 

The  Rev..  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Tim  Fry,  Bobby  Shakely  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude  "Benedictus"  Rowley 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  65  "This  is  my  Father's  world" 
♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Father,  give  us  the  spirit 
Your  Son  has  promised  us;  to  make  us  honest  people 
again;  to  know  and  face  the  truth;  to  see  ourselves 
and  cease  from  laying  our  defections  at  your  door; 
to  see  your  only  goodness  in  our  desperate  need  for  you. 
Forgive  us  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord*  Amen*" 
*Kyrie       (Choir,  Congregation  and  PaBtor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
* Praise 

♦Pastor:  p0  Lord  open  our  lips, 

♦People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  prais 
•Doxology    Ho.  551 
Scripture :      Judges  13 
Hymn  No.  282  "Faith  of  our  fathers!" 
♦Affirmation  of  our  Faith  (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 
Pastors 
People: 
Pastor: 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory:    "Trio  in  E  flat"    J.  Rheinberger 
Baptism  of  Child  -  Thomas  John  Vensel  -  son  of 

Mr,  &   Mrs.  Bernard  Vensel 
Anthem:      "The  ^ord^s  Prayer"   Albert  Hay  Malotte 
Sermon;  "HE" 

Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Hymn  No,  390  "Come,  let  us  join  with  faithful  souls" 
B   jdiction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 


The  Lord  be  with  you. 
And  with  thy  spirit. 
Let  us  Pray* 


Organ  Postlude:  Morris 

'Congregation  Standing ___ 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs.  Grace  Riddle  in  loving  memory  Df  her  "Husband" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  'Alien  Botacchi,  John 

Redman,  Dan  Bosko,  Robert  Knauer,  Charles  Penar. 
Elder  and  Mrs*  Paul  Riemer  WiJ.1  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  today. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Jane  Andrews, 

Barb  Andrews  and  Sherry  McClimanSi 
^>  Tonight  -  7:r-      -  A  group  from  Grove  City  College  will 

be  at  the  Youth  Fellowship  meeting. 
__^>May  13,  14,  15  -  The  Youth  Fellowship  will  have  a 

Retreat  at  Cooks  Forest  -  If  interested  see  Wm.  Qhi- 
^^ Today  -  The  ARC  Class  and  Rev.  Link  will  go  to  *"u*Tar 

Creek  Rest  Home.- ^f/"  V/T  (*&"*-'  fl#W*r) 
Monday  -  7 : 30  -  Women's  Mary  Prugh  Circle  Meeting 

May  11  -  Mother  and  Daughter  Banquet 

The  Women's  Commission  of  the  Butler  Fellowship  of 

Churches  will  have  a  Luncheon  on  May  14  at  12:00  at 

the  YMCA  in  the  Phillips  room.   Tickets  may  be 

purchased  from  Peg  McClymonds  or  Kathryne  Bancroft. 
,SP*  The  Chaplaincy  Program  from  the  Hospital  need  volunteers 

for  June,  July  and  August  -  If  you  can  help  please 

give  us  your  name. 
The  Family  of  Mrs.  Grace  Charlton  would  like  to  thank 

everyone  who  helped  in  anyway*   Especially  to  Rev. 

Link,  Mary  Prugh  Circle  and  the  Hospitality  C  -nntittee. 

and  all  those  who  sent  cards  and  etc*  during  the  recent 

death  of  Mrs.  Charlton. 
Jim  Maloney  would  like  to  thank  the  Congregation  for 

the  cards  and  Prayers  sent  during  his  recent  illness. 
Mae  Dutter  woud  like  to  thank  all  who  sent  cards  and 

remembered  her  in  their  prayers  during  her  recent 

stay  in  the  hospital. 
^S^Butler  Area  Laymen's  Dinner  -  Thurs.  19,  at  our 

Church.   The  wives  are  also  invited.   Jake  Harmon, 

Chuck  Penar  and  William  Pflugh  have  tickets. 
Our  sincere  sympathy  to  the  Family  and  Friends  of 

Mrs.  Virginia  Beatty  who  passed  away  this  week. 
*>.  Hospitalized:   Mrs.  Betty  Jaillet,  Mr.  Wilmer  Pfabe. 


i 


e"  rexzi    Judges   ~i;>:od,  i^d;    .ocrmp   ijt 

Give  background  nex  4-  wks,of  int  2  all  no  stay  away 

G>i.ps  fall: no  get  mad  me, all  Bib  &  from  G 
Pr   : 
Father  Liamson  (MEN-O-AH)  ,read  bout  2  times, this  &  "Et 
Comm,ord,individ,READ  TEXT*gd  husb,fath,WE  not  I 
G   progression  4-  aan=man  1st, woman  2nd 
Baloney =w  weak, inferior, 2nd  class  etc. 

Men  &  women  need  2  know  plac  G  set  them  in  &  liv  it 
Creation=Gen  2:24-,lv  P  &  M  &  cleav  2gether=1  flesh 
1=L0VE:Eros=Erotic,Fhileo=Philanthropy,Phila., 
AGAPE=sacrific  luto,Jn  3?16(only  word  4  luv  NT) 
H  need  2  hav  4  W,&  4  ea  other,  all  peop 
Eph  5:25  ff,EXEGETE«H  sacrif  4  W, 
H  2B  provider, lik  he-man,  V/  tak  this  rol,deflat  ego 
"  need  2B  amle  &  no  emasculate 
(Illus  man  leading  dogs  life) 
We  laff,but  many  H's  only  know  wife  4  W  duties 
H  need  set  pace  4  Spirit  lif  W  &  fam, 
many  H  think  Js  Xp  sissy  stuf , Bib, etc 
5:25b,  men  must  luv  tf's  &  Church  2 
must  sho  Xp  fam  lif, sacrif  ego  &  turn  over  2  G 
mayb  7,Child,rebell  2  him, but  H  Sp  tak  over 
Image  H  only  work  fe  wife  do  all  else,Tru  &  false 
(Illus  H  speak  5  language) 

Imaginary  talk  Btween  H  &  G 
vs  26,Sanctify=set  apart  &  W  need  2B  thus 
vss  28,29,  Luv,luv,luv=turn  2  G 
This  only  scratch  surf ace, but  men  need  2  tak  prop 
plac  in  home  &  in  Church, 
Need  ask  G  wat  U  want  me  2  do  &  then  do  it 


1 
■He" 


Scripture :  Judges  13 
Text:  Judges  13:813,  12b, 


.  !  2S  IE  SHALL  DO  UNTO  THE  CHILD  THAT  SHALL  BE  BORN. 
htfW  SHALL  VIE  CHILD,  AND         .  .  !  DO  UNTO  HIM? 

Before  we  begin  this  morning  I  should  give  you  a  little  background  on  what  we 

are  doing  for  the  next  several  weeks.  The  month  of  May  is  devoted  to  the  family 

and  in  keeping  with  this  we  are  going  to  have  a  series  of  4  sermons  based  upon 

the  family.   Today  we  will  be  dealing  with  Husbands.   Next  week  it  will  be  (fives 

the  following  week  Children,  and  the  next  week  Families.   liow  I  would  hope  that 

because  we  are  dealing  with  the  paricular  thing  or  person  you  may.  not  be,  that 

ref 

you  would, stay  home  thinking  that  the  message  is  not  directed  to  you.   In  each 
message  we  will  all  fit  in  and  be  a  part  of  It. 

I  must  also  say  that  there  may  be  some  things  which  I  will  be  saying  that  you 
may  not  particularly  like.   As  the  old  saying  goes,  "If  the  shoes  fits  wear  it." 
I  am  not,  nor  do  I  ever,  speak  about  members  of  the  congregation  in  any  of  my 
«"*rmons  unless  I  have  their  express  consent  to  do  so,   So  do  not  think  I  am 
divulging  anything  that  any  of  you  have  ever  talked  about  or  told  to  me.   vhat 
I  say  is  from  God's  Word.   All  of  it  will  be  Biblically  based  and  if  you  are 
convicted  in  your  hearts  or  your  lives  about  it,  don't  get  angry  with  me,.   Get 
angry  with  God's  Word,  and  tell  Him  about  it,  because  that  is  what  He  wants  you 
to  do  anyway.   My  method  is  not  to  anger  or  to  provoke,,  but  instead,  to  speak 
the  message  God  has  laid  upon  my  heart.   °o  with  this  understanding  before  us, 
let  us  begin.   But  first  let  us  pray. 

In  our  Scripture  for  this  morning  we  read  about  the  father  of  3amson  being 
visited  by  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  and  informing  hira  about  the  coming  birth  of 
Samson.  We  are  not  going  to  dwell  on  all  of  the  miraculous  aspects  of  this 
birth,  but  instead  „re  going  to  concentrate  on  the  man  Manoah  himself. 
This  man  was  Just  a  common  ordinary  individual.   He  is  only  mentioned  in  this 

hapter  and  again  in  the  16th  chapter  when  Samson  is  buried  in  the  family  tomb. 
Manoah  shows  himself  to  be  not  only  a  good  husband,  but  a  concerned  father  to 
be.   There  are  two  scripture  verses  that  I  would  like  to  direct  xhhxxh  your 
attention  to  this  morning,  and  they  are  the  8th  and  the  12th  verses. 
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In  eacti  of  them  we  can  see  something  of  what  a  good  husband  should  be.   In  the 
T  ;ter  part  of  the  8th  verse  he  inquires  of  God,  "Teach  us  what  we  shall  do 
unto  the  child  that  shall  be  born."    It  is  not,  "What  shall  I  do?"   But  rather^ 
"What  shall  we  do."   This  indicates  very  strongly  that  he  was  willing  to  be  a 
part  of  the  marriage  partnership  and  was  willing  to  take  his  rightful  phxkk  place 
alongside  of  his  wife. 

In  order  to  understand  God's  progression  for  mankind  we  need  to  look  at  how  He 
ordained  it  to  be.   We  know  from  the  account  of  creation  that  God  created  every- 
thing and  then  He  created  man.   following  the  creation  of  man,  He  created  woman. 
Now  this  is  where  the  problem  cones  in.   Many  people  today  are  trying  to  tell  us 
that  because  we  believe  that  man  was  created  first,  and  that  man  is  God's  one  to 
be  first,  that  woman  is  inferior  and  weaker,  and  all  sorts  of  half-baked  ideas. 
Ho  where  does  God  tell  us  this.   If  we  truly  understand  and  know  Eka  what  God 
has  said  and  done ,  we  realize  that  woman  was  created  to  be  a  help-mate  to  the 
1   i.   She  was  created  to  be  his  companion,  to  share  with  Mm  in  his  life.   But 
it  also  means  that  she  has  her  place  in  God's  scheme  of  things  and  she  needs  to 
know  where  and  what  that  place  is.   But  we  will  be  dealing  with  that  next  week. 
If  we  go  back  to  the  story  of  EK&afcrsH:  the  creation  of  Eve  at  the  end  of  the 
2nd  chapter  of  Genesis  we  read  in  the  24th  verse,  that  a  man  is  to  leave  his 
mother  and  father  and  cleave  to  his  wife,  and  the  two  become  one  flesh.   Does 
this  sound  as  though  one  is  superior  over  the  other?   There  are  several  verses 
scattered  thooughout  the  Of  which  each  tell  of  the  husbands  duty  to  love  his 
wife. 

This  is  the  first  duty  of  any  man  toward  his  wife,  and  that  is  to  love  her. 

Greek 
XKX&feaxliS  there  are  3  main  words  that  are  used  for  love.   The  first  is  ERO  , 

which  means  a  physical  sexual,  sensual  type  of  love.   It  is  from  this  word  that 
we  get  the  English  equivalent  Erotic.   This  word  for  love  is  not  to  be  found  in 
■^d  NT.  The  second  word  for  love  is  Phileo.   This  is  a  love  expressed  by  human 
concern  or  giving.   The  word  philanthropy  comes  from  this.   Also  the  word  Phila- 
delphia which  means  "brotherly  Love."   The  third  word  is  (LG    ,  which  is  love 
measured  by  a  sacrifice.   This  is  the  word  that  is  used  throughout  the  NT. 
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It  is  the  type  of  love  that  husbands  need  to  have  for  their  wives,  and  that 

ves  need  to  have  for  their  husbands,  and  that  children  need  to  have  for  their 

parents.   In  fact,  it  is  the  love  that  we  all  need  to  have  for  one  another. 

Ep&esians  5:25  tells  us  of  this  love. 
This  is  also  the  love  of  John  3 :16.  /(This  shows  us  then  that  the  love  husbands 

should  and  must  have  for  a  wi'e,  is  a  sacrifical  love.   A  love  that  is  willing 

to  sacrifice  itself  for  the  good  of  the  other.   But  here  is  where  we  come  in 

conflict  with  the  male  or  masculine  image.   The  male  is  pictured  and  depicted 

as  the  big  he-man,  or  hero,  and  to  think  of  him  in  a  sacrifical  light  is  to 

utterly  dellate  his  ego.   But  if  we  look  „t  this  aspect  from  God ' s  standpoint  we 

see  that  his  ego  need  not  be  deflated,   As  long  as  the  man  can  be  the  one  who 

goes  out  and  earns  the  living  for  the  family,  he  can  have  his  ego  intact.   But 

you  see,  in  our  present  society  this  is  not  always  the  case.   More  and  more  wives 

are  working  and  in  some  instances  making  more  than  their  husbands,  and  are  thus 

emasculating  their  husbands  and  making  them  less  than  normal  in  iters  their  role 

the  provider  and  one  who  sacrifices  time  and  labor  for  his  family. 
properly 
But  for  the  husband  to  understand  iteafcckixxiisxHXEHxhxKXKiSs:  what  his  love  to  his 

wife  completely  entails,  he  must  be  aware  that  it  involves  his  complete  concern 
for  her  spiritual  needs.  Many,  many  husbands  only  know  their  wives  as  being 
good  for  certain  wifely  duties. 
(Illustration  of  man  leading  dog's  life). 

',/e  can  laugh  at  husband  and  wife  jokes  such  as  this,  but  we  need  to  know  that 
a  wife  is  to  be  more  than  a  housekeeper,  cook,  and  bed  partner.   A  husband 
needs  to  set  the  pace  for  the  spiritual  life  of  his  wife  and  family.   Yet,  how 
often  is  that  role  compl etelyy  reversed?   Its  sissy  stuff  to  go  to  Church,  to 
carry  a  Bible.   Its  gust  not  masculine  to  talk  about  Jesus  Christ  as  my  person- 
al Saviour.   The  Grand  Poobah,  or  my  exalted  brothers  at  the  Mystic  Knights  of 
the  3ea  lodge  would  laugh  at  me.   And  so  with  the  relinquishing  of  the  spiritual 

adership  which  God  has  placed  square ly  in  the  hands  of  the  man,  the  spiritual 
welfare  of  wife  and  family  either  goes  down  the  drain,  or  the  wife  takes  on  the 

husbands  role  in  this  realm.   What  is  the  example  given  to  us  by  Christ?   He 
loved  the  Church,  sacrificing  Himself  for  it,  that  "He  might  sanctify  ±fe  and 
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cleanse  it.wi^xitoxsracs&XHgxHixKaiKB  Christ  set  the  Church  apart.   This  is  what 

notification  means,  "to  be  set  apart,  to  be  made  holy,  to  be  purified."  The 
role  of  the  husband  is  to  set  the  pace  for  the  family,  and  if  he  relinquished 
this  right  to  the  wife  he  is  not  following  what  God  requires  of  him. 
But  a  husband  must  show  forth  Christ  in  his  dealings  with  his  wife.   /hat  was  it 
Christ  did  as  an  example  for  us?  He  went  to  the  cross.   A  husband  must  be  will- 
ing to  do  the  same.   He  must  be  willing  to  sacrifice  his  ego,  his  vanity,  in 
order  to  bring  his  house  into  subjection  before  Cod.  This  means  he  must  be 
willing  to  turn  it  all  over  to  God,  and  let  God  direct  him  as  to  what  to  do. 
Berhaps  a  husband  may  find  that  his  wife  and  his  children  are  rebellious  to  him 
and  his  authority.   If  this  is  so  he  needs  to  look  at  his  life  and  say,  "OK  God, 
I  need  to  have  you  straighten  this  out.   If  you  want  me  to  be  the  head  of  this 
house,  you  will  have  to  show  me  what  to  do."   Nov;  this  would  or  will  be  a  hum- 
bling expereince  to  any  husband.   But  out  of  it  God's  Holy  dpirit  can  and  will 

^in  to  work  in  the  life  of  that  family  and  things  will  in  all  probability 
begin  to  happen  for  each  of  them. 

But  we  have  been  given  the  image  of  a  husband  being  a  figure  of  uthroity.   As 
one  who  is  the  boss.   But  in  a  true  God  related  marriage  there  is  no  boss,  or 
one  who  is  completely  in  charge,   tfe  have  the  impression  kx  given  to  us  that 
the  husband  is  only  good  for  working  and  the  wife  does  everything  else.   Its  like 
the  wife  who  was  talking  to  another  woman,  and  the  woman  said,  "domeone  told  me 
you  said  your  husband  could  speak  several  languages."   The  wife  answered,  "Oh 
yes,  he  knows  three  languages.  Golf,  Football,  and  Baseball."  For  some  hus- 
bands this  is  about  the  extent  of  their  lives.   The  raising  of  the  children,  or 
the  making  of  decisions  rests  squarely  on  the  shoulders  of  friend  wife.   But  a 
marriage  cannot  be  lived  like  this  or  it  is  doomed,   dither  they  will  end  up 
being  divorced,  or  they  will  merely  tolerate  one  another  and  drift  through  life 

ke  two  strangers. 

This  is  what  has  happened  to  the  Church.  Read  the  priorities  of  the  what  the 

Church  should  be  built  upon  and  you  will  see  that  dod  has  ordained  that  men  are 
to  be  the  ones  who  do  the  work  of  the  Church.   Buti  if  vie  were  to  remove  all 
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of  ttie  women  out  of  positions  of  leadership  in  our  Church,  we  would  not  be  able 

operate.   7e  ask  different  men  to  serve  on  Council  each  year  and  we  get  all 
sorts  of  half-baked  excuses  as  to  why  they  cannot.   The  real  reason  is  that  their 
lives  are  not  spiritual  and  they  know  fcftai  this  will  be  discovered  and  so  it  is 
easier  to  play  the  role  of  Mr.  Busy. 

Face  it  men,  we  haven't  been  doing  the  Job  God  set  before  us  in  our  homes,  and 
we  certainly  cannot  do  it  in  the  Church  either.   But  if  we  are  willing  to  put 
things  in  their  proper  perspective,  we  can  right  this  wrong  both  at  home  and  in 
the  Church.   We  have  only  scratched  the  surface  on  what  husbands  should  and  shoul 
not  do.  :ie   need  to  know  that  God  has  set  the  priorities  for  tekk  men  smixHSHKH 
in  marriage  and  in  His  church,   lfvw©  are  willing  to  ±xh  love,  to  sacrifice 
ourselves  for  our  wives,  to  be  responsible  for  their  spiritual  well-being,  and 
to  give  ourselves  to  them  and  to  God's  Church;  then  we  are  going  to  see  a 
change  take  place  in  many  lives.   ;e  need  to  take  a  lesson  from  I'lanoab.  of  the 

and  turn  to  God  and  ask,  "Teach  us  what  to  do." 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Mother's  Day  Hay  S,  1977 

The  Hev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Tim  Fry,  Bobby  Shakely  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00 
Prelude:      "Psalm  XIX"  Marcello 

♦Processional  Hymn  No,  -33  "When  morning  gilds  the  skies" 
♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Exhortation 

♦Confession  (In  Unison)  "Father,  too  often  we  have  been 
involved  in  a  meaningless  round  of  activities.  All 
of  this  has  kept  us  busy  but  has  brought  no  satisfaction. 
Forgive  us  for  being  self-centered,  and  grant  us  new 
strength  through  a  renewed  return  to  your  will  for  our 
lives.  In  Jesus'  name  we  pray.  Amen." 
•Kyrie        (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Praise 

•Pastor:  '0  Lord  open  our  lips, 

♦People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology   No.  551 
Scripture:         Proverbs  31:  10-31 
Hymn  No.  229   "Dear  Father,  to  Thy  mercy  seat" 
♦Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory:     "Avia"  Peeters 

Anthem:      "It  is  a  Precious  Thing"         Peter 

Cindy  Sybert,  Rob  Sybert  and  the  Chancel  Choir 
Sermon:  "SHE" 

Hymn  No,  356       "0  perfect  Love" 
Renewal  of  Marriage 
Benediction 
1   sefold   Amen 


Organ  Postlude:   "All  Creatures  of  our  God  and  King" 

♦Congregation  Standing 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mrs,  H.  F,  Sandbach  in  loving  memory  of  "Father" 
Mr.  E.  M.  Perrin 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *lrtiily  Feder,  John  Snow, 

Mont  MacKinney,  Herb  Shearer,  Steve  Vargo. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  Paul  Pfabe  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at.  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Bertha 

Hollefreund,  Sue  Hollefreund  and  Lori  Shearer. 
Hospitalised:   Wilmer  Pfabe,  Robert  Peters 
Today  is  the  special  Collection  for  Greenville  Home 
(Festival  of  the  Christian  Home).   If  you  forgot 
your  envelope  and  wish  to  contribute  -  there  are  extra 
ones  in  the  Narthex  or  it  can  be  put  in  any  Sunday 
this  month. 
Today  -  2:00  -  Anyone  who  wishes  to  play  Softball 
today  is  invited  to  play.   Meet  at  2:00  at  the 
Athletic  Field. 
"^■Tues.  -  7:00  -  Church  and  Ministry  Committee 
^r    Wed.  -  6:00  -  Mother  and  Daughter  Banquet ,( Tureen 

Dinner)  Meat,  dessert  and  beverage  will  be  furnished. 
(See  article  in  the  Newsletter) 
—?   Thurs.  -  6:30  -  Butler  Fellowship  of  Churches  -  St. 
Paul's  School.   Anyone  from  Congregation  is  invited. 
Dinners  are  $3.50  each  -  Reservations  must  be  made  ahead. 

7  May  13,  14,  15   -  YOuth  Retreat  at  Cooks  Forest  - 
See  Wm,  Ohl . 
^Next  Sunday  -  Lake  Erie  Assoc.  Meeting,  zion  ucc  - 
Greenvillt.     2:30  to  6:00.   Dinner  $2.00 
A  cassette  tape  of  some  of  the  Lenten  music  of  1977 
has  been  prepared  and  will  be  distributed  free  of 
charge  to  our  shut-ins.   Anyone  from  the  congregation 
may  purchase  a  copy  of  this  tape  for  $3.00.  The  liBt 
of  the  contents  of  the  tape  Is  listed  on  the  bulletin 
board  in  the  Narthex.   If  you  would  like  a  copy  contact 
the  office  and  one  will  be  made  for  you.   Any  proceeds 
from  the  tapes  will  go  into  the  tape  ministry  fund. 
Mr,  t,   Mrs.  William  Zavacky,  Sr,  are  the  proud  Grandparent 
of  a  baby  boy  (Matthew  Fritz  Zavaeky)  son  of  Bay  & 
Linda  of  Bath,  N.  Y. 
Choir  Rehearsal  -  10:30  (Sun.)  -  none  on  Wed.  because 

of  Banq»"*t. 


"She" 

xt:  Proverbs  31:10,   Scripture  Proverbs  31:10-31 

Ba1   *  &  no  cover  all  bus, wivs, child, 1  serra. 

appeti  whet, (hope  is)VB3  4-  adult  Jun  20-23, 

Bdwiily  bappi  &  I  teacb  corse 
All  say  Biblic  &.  U  no  lik,G  speak  2  U  2  do  sumtbin 
$Prayer) 

Prof  Doolitt,My  Fair  Lady, Why  can't  woman  B  lik  man 
Lif  B  dull  all  femal,mal.  G  ord  2  sexes  man  need 
Creation  say  tbis=Gen  2:18-23,notic  progression; 
1st  Man, he  lonely,  2nd  Woman  &  no  imply  weak, inferior 

&  if  U  no  lik  tell  G,Bcuz  He  made  &  it  fact 
Satan  Bgulle  Eve  &  this  bow  woman  sin  even  2day  3:13 

G  institut  duties  3:16=woman,3: 17-19=man 
woman  bomaker,  mother  &  RULE  =  submit , explain 
Why  W  B  submissr  In  worl  she  vulner  2  attack  unab  2 
defend.   Not  stup,dum,but  ope  2  manipul, exploit 
Examp  Mad  Ave ,Bguilmen, exploit =ads  labor  sav  devices 

Thez  no  wrong  in  self, but  folio  thru  2  log  conclus= 

DODADS  TAK  M0NE,WIF  FREE  FROM  HOUSWIFRTf&  HAV  PAB 

SAV  THUS  OAK  WORK  2  PAY  4,&  SING  EXTRA  GAR  NO  BOTHEE 
"Viscious  cycl  disinteg  horns, ravag  econ,marriag  break 

ERA  &  bill  goods=ope  them  2  mor  exploit  ever  B4- 
This  result  slik  ad-men, frustr  femal  no  know  wat 
G  creat  them  2B.   Explain  MS=Miserable 
No  mean  W  must  B  confin  2  bom, 3  at  whim  sum  man 

Sum  W,lik  sum  M,marri  not  4  them  &  G  bles  lif  accord 
4-  W  chos  Bcum  Wif, moth, need  folio  G's  leading 
Houswif  stil  fultime  job  if  W  want  2  do  it  serious 
TV   s  men  unemploy  Bcuz  sum  worn  bold  job,whos  busb 
ca>r  adequat  support 

This  disgrac  &  unnecess  4-  G  set  4-th  wat  Woman  2B 
(Illus  Buzzard  eggs  &  Wife)  Many  joks  try  raak  W  super 
Read  Prov  31:10=G  set  price  &  W  must  striv  liv  up  2 
1st=W  need  3  spirit  &  lif  need  B  root  Lord, not  work  e 

etc,u  wen  settl  can  Bgin  work  busb, f am 
Many  W  marry  unbeliev  8-,  no  get  Ch=nag,nag,etc» 
(Illus  wife  get  historical)   This  mistake 
C.S.LOvett=Put cracker  Method=./ork  jaw, Light  jaw 
Examp=brew  cofee,mak  inst  insted,but  decid  3  submiss 
mak  brew  cof ee=Work,but  2  need, He  remark  &  now  Light 
3queeze=I  bav  ask  L  2help  beter  wif,&  put  my  hart 
pleas  U.  Courtesy  Xp  Brew  coffe=Cofee  suggest  Xp  2  hi 
Phis  Xp  honor  &  H  Sp  do  squeez,if  do  many  thin  lik 
busb  C  L  every  turn  &  happy  bom  due  2  JS  XP.&  bow 
muc"  mor  can  unsav  busb  tak  B4-  shell  crack  &  revers 

W  br  moths  no  Bcum  wat  G  want  unles  work  at  it 
I  known  2  wivs  &  moths, 1  wif  father, my  mother, 
She  influ  lif  &  dedic  me  2  L  B4-  born 


2nd  ohirley,!  C  her  &  know  her  as  1  who  sacrif  self 
4-  me  Sc  children. 

Our  marriag  hav  ups/dwns.  but  wen  plac  G's  ha   g 
&  dedicat  our  livs  :"■  live  children  2  Lord, it- 
turn-a-round  „. 

MayB  Ur  marriag  not  complet  wat  U  want  2B 
"  "  U  hav  probs  &  concerns 

But  U  can  kno  joy  Si  of  horn  wher  Xp  reagn  &  rules 
if  U  willing  turn  over  2  Him. 
I  ask  hus  &  wivs  who.  want  do  sumthin  bout  it  2  cum 
4-ward  during  sing  last  hymn 
I  ask  U  2  cum  4-ward  &  renew  vows  2  ea  other  • 
dedicat  remain  yrs  2gether. 
I  invit  all  husbands, wives  regardles  age  or  leng* 
marriag  Z   cum  4-ward  as  G  leads  U.. 


"She" 

Text:  Iroverbs  31:10 

...:  FIND  A  VIRTUOUS  WOMAN?   POH  HEE  "   [DBIES. 

Scripture:  Iroverbs  31:10-31 

Once  again  as  I  said  last  week  we  must  understand  that  we  cannot  completely  cover 

all  there  is  to  be  said  about  husbands,  or  wives,  or  children  in  one  sermon.  Of 

necessity  we  must  barely  skim  the  surface.   But  if  your  appetite  is  whetted  in 

any  way,  (and  I  pray  that  it  will  be),  we  are  having  four  evenings  of  Adult 

Vacation  Bible  jchool  in  June  which  will  be  geared  to  adults  alone.   The  subject 

to  be  taught  is  Family  Happiness,  and  I  will  be  teaching  the  course,   Go  I  would 

trust  that  many  of  you  will  note  June  20  through  the  23rd  for  tkxs  these  classes. 

I  also  would  like  you  to  note  again  that  XBtstxiaayxHHi:  we  are  dealing  presently 

with  controversial  issues,  but  they  can  be  answered  Biblically,  and  if  you  do 

not  particularly  like  what  is  being  said,  God  could  be  speaking  to  you  to  do 

something  about  it.   With  this  in  mind  let  us  seek  Him  in  prayer. 

I— ifessor  Doolittle  in  My  Fair  Lady  sings  a  song  of  lament  at  one  point  in  the 

show  in  which  he  asks,  "Why  can't  a  woman,  be  like  a  man?"   The  scene  is  humorous 

but  the  answer  to  the  question  is  rather  elementary.   Wouldn't  it  be  a  dull 

world  is  if  it  only  contained  men?   Conversely,  wouldn't  life  be  dull  if  only 

women  inhabited  the  earth?   There  are  two  sexes  because^ordained  it  this  way. 

At  the  creation  God  created  man,  and  He  could  have  left  it  at  that.   But  God  in 

His  infinite  wisdom  saw  that  man  needed  someone  to  share  his  life  with.   Someone 

who  was  not  exactly  as  he  was,  and  so  we  read  of  this  creation  in  Genesis  2:18- 

23,  (read  this). 

Again  we  must  notice  the  progression  as  God  set  it  forth.   First,  He  created  man. 

Man  waa  put  in  charge  of  the  creation,  but  he  was  lonely.   He  was  -surrounded  by 

animals  and  God  saw  that  man  needed  someone  to  be  a  helper  to  him.   Go  God  create 

woman.   Man,  first,  woman  second.   This  in  no  way  implies  that  the  woman  is  the 

?     iser  of  the  two,  it  merely  sets  forth  God's  plan  of  creation.   And  again  I 

must  say  that  if  you  do  not  like  this  arrangement,  you  better  speak  to  God  about 

it,  because  He  made  it  and  it  is  simple  fact  whether  you  want  to  accept  it  or 
not. 
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But  then  God's  creation  got  into  difficulty  because  ,3atan  in  the  form  of  a  ser- 

mt  was  able  to  beguile  Eve  and  she  partook  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  and  gave 

soTi'.e  to  Adam.   Mow  Adam  was  able  to  withstand  this  temptation,  but  oatan  used 

the  means  whereby  women  are  tricked  into  sin  right  down  to  this  very  day,  and 

that  is  to  beguile,  which  means  to  deceive  in  a  deceitful  way.   ,/e  read  this  in 

Genesis  5:13, (read).   The  end  result  of  this  is  that  God  then  instituted  the 

life  and  duties  of  both  men  and  women.   In  Genesis  3:16  the  woman  is  told  of 

the  man  is  told  of  his  role. 
her  role  in  life  and  in  Genesis  3:17-19*   Here  is  the  original  design  for  the 

home.   The  man  is  to  labor  and  provide  the  means  for  his  family  and  the  woman 
is  to  be  the  homernaker  and  mother.   The  wording,  "rule  over  thee,"  is  explained 
in  Paul's  letter  to  the  Ephesians  as  a  wife,  "submitting"  to  her  hmsband.  This 
does  not  mean  that  the  man  is  the  lord  and  emperor  over  his  wife.   It  means 
only  that  he  is  to  be  the  head  of  the  household  and  a  \tfife  is  to  let  him  assume 
that  role,  and  together  they  share  the  responsibilities  of  husband  and  wife. 
^_nis  is  one  point  that  we  need  to  consider  very  seriously  because  modern  times 
have  gotten  all  of  this  out  of  focus. 

Why  should  a  woman  be  submissive?   Because  in  the  world  she  is  vulnerable,   ohe 
is  unable  to  defend  herself  against  the  physical  attacks  that  can  cone  her  way 
from  many  directions.   This  doesn't  mean  that  she  is  dumb  or  stupid,  but  it 
means  she  is  more  trusting  and  therefore  is  open  to  manipulation  and  exploit- 
ation.  And  if  we  look  about  us  in  our  present  day  society  we  can  see  the  evi- 
dence of  this.  Madison  Avnnue  has  done  a  terrific  job  of  sealing  the  American 
woman  a  bill  of  goods.  Here  again  is  beguilement.  Pick  up  any  magazine,  or 
see  the  ads  on  TV  and  they  will  tell  you  what  you  need  for  your  life.   These 
ads  are  mostly  aimed  at  the  wife  or  woman  because  they  know  she  can  be  most 
easily  enticed  into  buying  something  if  it  is  made  attractive  enough.   So  our 
womenfolk  have  been  told  that  they  need  all  of  the  labor  saving  devices  of 
washers  and  driers,  and  dishwashers,  and  cutters  and  slicers  and  all  sorts  of 
appliances.   Woeran  have  been  told  they  need  to  have  that  pink  second  car  in 
order  to  be  available  to  pick  up  the  kids  or  the  groceries  without  bothering 
Mr.  Husband.   fciixHXxiftix  Now  I  am  not  saying  that  appliances  and  things  are 
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basically  wrong.  But  if  you  follow  this  line  through  to  its  natural  conclusion 

u  see  that  in  order  to  have  these  do  dads  it  takes  more  money.   In  nder  to 
ha?e  more  money  someone  has  to  earn  it.   And  since  the  Wife  is  now  freed  from 
the  miserable  chores  of  housewifery  by  the  appliances,  she  can  not  only  have 
them  doing  her  work  while  she  does  other  things,  but  she  can  also  get  a  job  out- 
side tbe  home  that  lets  her  pay  for  them  while  they  work  for  her.   And  since  she 
has  that  extra  car,  she  kk  has  no  problem  getting  back  and  forth  to  work.   °o 
you  see  we  have  this  viscious  cycle  which  has  disintegrated  our  homes,  ravaged 
our  economy,  and  caused  so  many'  marriages  to  go  on  the  rocks. 
Our  thinking  has  gotten  so  warped  that  our  women  are  being  sold  the  bill  of 
goods  of  the  Equal  Eights  Amendment,  which  if  passed  will  make  our  women  open 
to  more  exploitation  than  they  have  ever  faced.   And  this  is  all  the  result  of 
some  slick  talking  and  thinking  Ad-men,  and  some  frustrated  females  who  do  not 
know  what  it  is  to  be  the  real  woman  God  created  them  to  be.   -^id  you  ever 

nder  what  that  Ms  bit  is  that  we  are  supposed  to  address  to  some  women  on 
letters?   I  believe  that  it  stands  for  miserable,  because  those  who  insist  on 
being  addressed  that  way  mostly  are. 

Row  all  of  this  does  not  menn  that  a  woman  must  be  confined  to  a  home  and  be 
at  the  whims  of  some  man.   For  some  women,  as  for  some  men,  marriage  is  not 
what  God  intends  for  them  and  so  they  remain  single  and  work  at  some  occupation 
and  God  blesses  their  lives  accordingly.   But  for  the  woman  who  chooses  to 
become  a  wife  and  mother,  she  needs  to  want  inia  to  follow  God's  leading  in 
that  direction.   A  woman  can  still  be  occupied  full  time  in  her  home  today  if 
she  really  wants  to  take  hte  role  of  wife  seriously.  We  have  thousands  of  men 
on  unemployment  in  our  country  simply  because  many  women  are  holding  down  jobs 
ttactesfeHMiitefeKXKigxxxHrtyxtkEiEKX  who  have  husbands  adequately  supporting  them. 
This  is  not  only  unnessassary  but  a  disgrace.   God  sets  forth  what  He  wants 
■..omen  to  be  and  our  Scripture  for  this  morning  points  out  what  3  good  woman 
and  wife,  and  mother  should  be. 
(Illustration  of  husband,  buzzard  eggs,  and  wife) 
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..e  all  have  heard  many  stories  like  this  and  mostly  they  are  for  our  entertain- 

_t.   But  oftentimes  stories  such  as  these  are  used  to  try  to  show  the  superior- 
ity of  the  woman  over  the  nan,   "he  reverse  is  true  as  well,  using  stories  in 
which  a  man  is  pointed  out  as  being  superior.   Our  Scripture  for  this  morning 
asks  a  question  in  the  10th  verse  and  places  a  price  on  the  value  of  a  good 
woman.   G-od  sets  this  price  not  wanting  men  and  women  to  he  striving  to  see  who 
is  better,  or  if  both  are  equal.   But  instead,  the  price  is  placed  for  the  woman 
to  strive  to  live  up  to. 

A  woman  needs  to  fiatit  of  all  be  spiritual.   She  needs  to  know  the  Lord  as  frer 
Saviour.   She  needs  to  have  her  life  rooted  in  the  Lord,  not  in  work,  or  in 
bowling,  or  in  fridge  club,  or  church  work.   3ut  in  the  Lord.   When  she  settles 
this  she  can  begin  to  work  more  with  her  husband  and  family.   Many  women  for 
some  strange  reason  marry  men  who  are  unbelievers  even  though  the  wife  may  be 
a  believer.   Following  the  ceremony  the  wife  begins  to  discover  that  she  is 
tz_  ing  to  experience  difficulties  in  getting  this  fellow  to  go  to  Church  with 
her,  much  less  believe  as  she  does.   The  normal  raction  at  this  point  is  to 
begin  to  harp  on  the  subject. 
(Illustration  of  wife  getting  "Historical") 

This  is  a  grave  mistake.  C.  3.  Lovett  a  Christian  author  suggests  wives  use 
"The  Nutcracker  Method."  Picture  a  nutcracker  and  how  it  bej.rs  down  on  a  sheifel. 
Now  picture  a  giant  nutcracker  with  one  jaw  named  Works,  and  the  other  jaw  named 
Light.  An  example  of  how  this  would  work  as  he  gives  it:   Suppose  your  husband 
likes  fresh  brewed  coffee,  (this  must  have  been  written  before  the  coffee  prob- 
lem) ,  but  you  have  been  giving  him  instant  cof f eeip  ixxxxsEaEEXSHxTCKHsxHt  its  more 
convenient.   But  you  have  d.ecided  you  are  going  to  be  submissive  in  the  Lord. 
You  are  going  to  make  him  fresh  brewed  coffee.   This  is  an  act  and  therefore  a 
WORK.   But  that  is  only  one  jaw  of  the  nutcracker,  and  two  are  needed.   Bo  you 
teeing  the  coffee  to  the  table  and  let  him  get  a  whiff  of  the  aroma  before  you 
pour  it  into  his  cup.  His  reaction  would  probably  be,  "day,  it  looks  like  we 
are  going  to  have  some  real  coffee  for  a  change.   How  it  is  time  for  the  other 
jaw  to  be  put  into  place  for  the  sqeeze.   The  LIGHT.   You  answer,  "I  have  been 
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asking  the  Lord  to  help  me  be  a  better  wife  and  He  put  it  into  my  heart  to  do 

letting  just  to  please  you.   So,  courtesy  of  Christ,  you  will  get  fresh  brewed 
coffee  every  morning."  Every  morning  after  that  the  coffee  pot  is  going  to 
suggest  Christ  to  him.   This  is  Christ  honoring  and  it  is  the  Holy  Spirit  that 
does  the  actual  sqeezing.  If  you  do  this  in  many,  many  other  things,  it  isn't 
long  before  the  husband  is  seeing  the  Lord  at  every  turn,  and  he  soon  finds  that 
the  delight  and  joy  of  his  home  is  due  to  Jesus  Christ.   How  much  more  more  can 
an  unsaved  husband  take  before  his  shell  cracks?  This  can  work  too  for  husbands 
with  unsaved  wives. 

Wives  and  mothers  do  not  become  what  God  wants  them  to  be  unless  they  are  will- 
ing to  work  at  it.   It  has  been  my  experience  to  know  two  particular  wives  and 
mothers  in  my  life  and  to  know  them  well.   The  one  has  been  the  wife  of  my  late 
Father,  and  my  mother.   I  saw  this  woman  as  the  one  who  influenced  my  life,  and 
dedicated  me  to  the  Lord  before  I  was  ever  born.  The  seond  wife  and  mother  I 
._  <re   known  is  the  one  God  has  given  to  me,  Shirley.   I  have  seen  and  known  her 
as  one  who  has  sacrificed  her  comforts,  her  desire  for  new  clothes  and  other 
things  in  order  for  our  children  to  be  taken  care  of.   our  marriage  has  has  its 
ups  and  downs.  But  when  we  placed  it  completely  into  Sod's  hands,  and  dedicated 
ffiHEHKiXKH  our  lives,  and  the  lives  of  our  children  to  the  Lord,  it  did  a  turn 
around.   Haybe  your  marriage  has  not  been  completely  what  you  wanted  it  to  be. 
Kaybe  you  have  had  problems  and  concerns.   But  you  too  can  know  the  joy  of  a  home 
where  Christ  reigns  and  rules  if  you  are  willing  to  turn  it  over  to  Him.   I  am 
going  to  ask  you  husbands  and  wives  who  want  to  do  something  about  It  to  come 
forward  doing  the  singing  of  the  last  hymn.   I  am  going  to  ask  you  to  come  for- 
ward and  renew  your  vows  to  each  other  and  dedicate  your  remaining  years  together 
I  am  inviting  all  husbands  and  "ives,  regardless  of  age  or  length  of  marriage  to 
come  forward  as  the  Spirit  of  God  leads  you. 


3*»  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Sixth  Sunday  in  Eastertide         Hay  15,  1977 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link*  Pastor 
Mrs*  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Brenda  Marburger,  Patty  McWilliams  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:    "Prelude  on  'Crusader's  Hymn"1   Young 
*  recessional  Hymn  Wo.  182  "Fairest  Lord  Jesus!" 
^Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
^Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison}  "0  Lord  Jesus  Christ  who  didst 
give  Thy  life  for  us  that  we  might  receive  pardon  and 
peace,  mercifully  cleanse  us  from  all  sin,  and  evermore 
keep  ua  In  Thy  favor  and  love,  who  llvest  and  reignest 
with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  ever  one  God,  world 
without  end.   Amen." 
*Ky rie     ( Choi r ,  Congr egat i onaand  Pastor ) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
♦■"raise 

•Pastor:  '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
*Doxology    No.  551 
Scripture:     1  Samuel  2:  18-26 

Hymn  No.  333  "Friend  of  the  home:  as  when  in  Galilee" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit* 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory:     "Psalms"  Young 

Anthem:   "Seek  Ye  the  Lord"  Roberts  -  Sung  by 

Cyndie  Sybert  and  the  Chancel  Choir 
Sermon:         "AND  BABY  MAKES  WE" 
Hymn  No.  446  "Now  in  the  days  of  youth" 
Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 
Organ  Postlude:     "Improvisation"  Morris 


The  lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edward  Weichey  in  memory  of  "Parents" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  *Robb  Vinroe,  Brian  Pfabe, 

Steve  Basehore,  Chris  Pfabe  and  Bob  Dellen. 
J^Today  -  Special  Council  meeting  right  after  the  Service. 
Monday  -  7:30  -  Fidelity  Bible  Class  will  meet,   A 

silent  auction  will  be  held. 
^Monday  -  1:15  -  Rev.  Link  will  have  the  Service  at 

Sunnyview-  Your  attendance  would  be  appreciated  - 

We  will  all  meet  at  Sunnyview  at  1:00  P.M. 
Wed.  -  Task  force  meeting  here  at  St.  Paul's  10:00 
^*Thurs,  -  €:30  -  Butler  Area  Laymans  Dinner  -  Wives 

are  invited  and  urged  to  attend.  Our  Church  is  the 

host  Church.  Chuck  Penar,  Jake  Harmon  and  V/m,  Pflugh 

have  tickets  -  please  pick  them  up  today. 
Anyone  having  an  electric  Roaster  -  it  is  need?ror 

the  Layman's  dinner  -  if  you  have  one  call  Ann 

Williams  287-1430;  or  Mary  Lou  Davis  ZB3-1182  or 

let  them  know  today. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  John  Redman  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning.  Fah^    L64  >,- 

J^^osoitalj.zed  -  Mr._Clarence  Wolfe  -  Room  4QlA****~*i-  *   C*  jfL. 
^r  Mrs."  Emma  Heginbotham  will  be  ^"0  years  young  "thislX^  j  _  *' 

coming  Thursday.  ^ __^_ 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:   Barb  Vargo  and 

Betty  Carney. 
^p  Leo  Crawford1 s  graduation  is  next  Saturday  at  1:00 

P.M.  at  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Bible  Institute  at 

Mount  Chestnut. 
^■Next  Sunday  at  7:00  P.M.  -  Vacation  Bible  School 

Meeting  -  This  is  for  everyone  involved  -  Please 

plan  to  be  here  -  Teachers  books  will  be  passed  out 

at  this  meeting,. 
Don't  forget  the  time  change  for  June,  July*  and 

August  -  Church  School  -  9:00?  Morning  Worship  10:00. 
Foster  Grandparents  Program  -  Volunteers  are  urgently 

needed  to  transport  Foster  Grandparents  between  Evans 

City  and  Butler  -  You  will  be  reinbursed  .15  per  mile. 

Call  283-6518* 
Volunteer  drivers  are  vitally  needed  to  transport 
Cancer  patients  to  Pittsburgh  and  New  Castle  hospitals. 
American  Cancer  Society  needs  people  with  tact, 
emotional  stability,  consideration  to  aid  these  patients 
Forma  are  available  in  office. 


"Ana  -aaoy  naites  ve" 

xts:  1  ..Jam  2:12,  26:   .Scripture:  1  Sam  2:18-26 

Illf"i  boy  Sc  baloons  Ch,boy  &  mother  make  cry  insted) 
I'D.  .i  want  this? 

ike  hands  sural , then  ask  if  cong  did  this? 
:&T/~:;his  hav  2  do  with  children?   (Illus  good  show  50 
Child.  R  observ  fe  if  we  not  set  exarap  Ch  mean  nothing 
Js  made  child,  welcom  &  no  say,  Take  away  this  intell* 

•This  we  need  di       JS. 
Script:  compar      : 

li,pr  S*hiloli= import  man, ark  cent  worship, 
grown  men  &  3am  boy=but  3am  stay  thru  lif  obed. 
5  diffs  Btween  Hpphni    aineas 
1=Sp  traing=Eli  no  do  ■  -1=Jhild  need  know  Js  Xp 
Receptitf  &  longer  wait,mayB  no  mak  dicis  &  die 
Prov=trainup  child  etc,mus  dedic  2  L  lik  Hannah 
Also  neei  2B  taut  by  BOOK 
2«OBE      > (Illus  4  yr  old  &  next  yr  handful) 
But  child  will  learn  2B  obed  if  given  examp  2  folio 
Eli  fat  &  possibly  glutton  &  no  set  examp 
(Illus  boy  step  Father's  tracks) 
3=DISCITLINT;=(Bad  Pc   run  out  of  weanons) 
Discip  need  2B  administere1  with  luv 
Eli  poub  no  discip  sons  &  we  C  result 
(Illus  Abby  8b  judge  speech  2  boy  B  sentence) 
■  know  parents  this  boy, but  know  his  case 
"  guarantee  children  turn  out  rite,  but  canno  expecJ 
turn  out  rite  if  no  discip 
(Illus  bridge  builder) 

all  must  B  this, but  bridge  must  B  connect  2  Js 
3ther  our  own, or  of  conmunty  must  lead  2  Lord 
"All  child  prec  site  G  8s  He  hold  us  respons  whether 
help  or  hinder  children 
Js  say=V/HC  "    CAUS  1  THEZ  LIT1   1's  2  SIN,BETTR  MILL 
HUNG  ROUND  N  !     DROWN  K  !  . 

This  means  all  children  &  not  just  ours 
They  here  &  out  there  &  we  need  show  them  luv  Xp 
now  He  luv  them  as  well* 
■ring  them  in  as  SS  song  say. 
Bring  them  2  Js,ours  &  thoz  of  world 


"  e,  >ae,  And  Baby  Makes  7e." 

Text:   1  Samuel  2:26,  ,      .       , 

THE  LORD,  U      ■       .'ITT I 

(..e-iterate,  we  cannot  cover  all  possible  on  subbed 
dk_xipture:  1  Jamuel  2:18-26    wives, children, etc.  in  one  sermon.  We  ,just  scratch 

the  surface.   Then  prayer  for  guidance. 
(Illustration  of  boy  and  baloons  in  Church:   A  woman  named  Ann  rfeems  wrote  that 
one  bright  Sunday  morning  she  took  a  happy  four-year  old  boy,  to  church  holding 
on  to  a  bright  blue  string  to  which  was  attached  an  orange  balloon  v/ith  pink 
stripes,   Che  said  that  it  was  certainly  a  beautiful  balloon.   /hen  he  met  her 
at  the  door  of  the  church  sfcraxxxkedtxhist  with  the  balloon  bobbing  behind  him, 
SttoKx&±BtHifcxtianrK::iH:i:KXlc  he  didn't  have  to  tell  her  that  something  went  wrong. 

"What's  the  matter?"   He  wouldn't  answer.   "I  bet  they  loved  your  balloon .", 

and  out  it  came  then,  mocking  the  teachers  voice,  "We  don't  bring  balloons  to 
Church."   Then  he  asked  with  his  lip  a  little  trembly,  "Why  aren't  balloons 
allowed  in  Church?   I  thought  God  would  like  ballloons." 

Do  you  think  that  God  likes  balloons?   Another  person  tells  of  a  mother  bringing 
a  bright,  happy  wide  eyed  little  boy  to  Church.   The  boy  kept  turning  around  and 
smiling  at  the  people  in  the  pews  behind.   The  mother  kept  turning  the  boy  around 
and  sitting  him  down.   At  last  she  scolded  him  and  sat  him  down  and  told  him  he 
was  to  stop  that  smiling.   He  stood  up  again  and  turned  around  happily  and  smiled 
at  the  people  behind,  and  at  this  point  the  mother  grabbed  him,  swatted  him  on 
the  bottom  a  few  times,  and  the  child  began  to  cry.   She  sat  him  down  roughly  In 
the  seat  and  remarked,  "There,  that's  better." 

Is  this  what  God  wants?   Does  He  want  us  to  make  wrinkled  up  old  prunes  out  of 
happy  smiling  children?  Come  people  seem  to  believe  that  the  sourer  they  look, 
anj  the  more  detached  and  removed  from  the  rest  of  the  congregationthey  are,  the 
more  religious  they  are.  But  as  the  4ix  old  song  used  to  say,  "That  ain't  necess- 
asarily  so."   If  I  decide  that  we  should  pass  out  a  few  balloons  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, there  is  no  reason  for  anyone  to  get  uptight.   Or  if  I  decide  to  walk  back 
in  the  congregation  and  shake  the  hand  of  a  fellow  "that  rarely  gets  to  shake  my 
hand  on  Sunday  morning,  that  shouldn't  make  people  think  I  am  being  disrespectful 
in  God's  house.   Let  me  ask  you,  how  many  of  you  have  greeted  the  person  sitting 
next  to  you  this  morning?  How  many  of  you  have  greeted  the  people  in  front,  or 
in  back  of  you?   How  many  of  you  sitting  near  someone  you  do  not  know,  have  made 
the  aqauaintance  of  that  person?   Do  you'see  what  I  Bean?   Then  we  wonder  why 
people  will  worship  in  a  strange  congregation  one  Cunday  and  then  never  come 
back.   God  doesn't  want  us  to  be  stiff  and  formal  and  proper.   God  wants  us  to 
love  Him,  and  to  show  this  love  to  our  fellow-man.   And  this  is  why  children 
many  times  do  not  feel  at  home  in  Church  or  Sunday  School  because  we  do  not  make 
it  fun.   This  doesn't  mean  we  throw  all  routine  and  order  out  the  window.   But  it 
does  mean  that  we  smile  and  have  a  few  laughs  together,  and  enjoy  being  together 
in  the  Joy  of  worshiping  God. 
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In  our  Scripture  for  this  morning,  there  is  a  contrast  that  we  need  to  see  and 

i  'erstand.   I  would  like  you  to  turn  again  to  that  portion  of  1  Samuel  to  the 

2nd  chapter.   In  the  12th  verse  is  summed  up  some  of  what  jiKEksrpK  may  perhaps 

seem  like  a  mystery  in  a  portion  of  our  Scripture  today.  "The  sons  of  Eli  were 

worthless  men,  and  they  knew  not  the  lord."   This  is  in  direct  contrast  to  the 

boy  Samuel,  for  we  read  in  the  ?Sth  verse,  (read  text).   Is  we  see  this  contrast 

we  ^ran  take  note  there  must  have  been  a  reason  for  it,  and  there  was.   Eli  was 

sanctuary 
the  priest  at  the  SteKjs&B  in  3hiloh.   He  must  have  been  a  responsible  person  for 

the  Ark  was  at  this  2kk^±h  sanctuary  and  therefore  this  was  probably  the  central 

place  fiarxMETEsfeip  where  most  of  the  ^lw   Israelites  cane  to  worship. 

As  we  look  at  this  contrast  between  the  mh  two  sons  of  Eli,  and  the  boy  iamuel 

was 
we  see  the  reasons  why  there  is  a  great  difference  betv/een  them.   There  are  5 

main  reasons  for  the  discrepancy.  They  are:  1.  Spiritual,  2,   bedience,  3. 

Discipline.   There  are  those  who  perhaps  would  say  that  we  could  not  make  a 

je  comparison  between  Hophni  and  Lhineas  and  Samuel  because  they  were  grown 
and  he  was  a  boy  of  12.   But  the  future  life  of  Jamuel  bears  out  that  he  stayed 
the  same  way  as  a  grown  man,  as  he  did  as  a  kay  mere  boy. 

Eli  neglected  to  give  his  sons  the  somplete  spiritual  training  they  needed,  for 
we  read  In  the  12th  verse,  "They  knew  not  the  Lord."   This  Is  the  number  one 
task  for  parents  in  the  raising  of  children.  We    said  last  week  the  number  one 
requirement  for  a  xxftEXRKXi&BfcftKx:  woman  was  to  know  the  „ord,  and  we  said  the 
week  before  that  a  man's  number  one  requirement  was  to  know  the  Lord.   Now  we 
see  that  this  is  the  number  one  requirement  for  children.   If  we  are  going  to 
have  people  who  amount  to  anything  in  the  world,  their  lives  must  be  lived  on 
the  spiritual  plane,  and  we  cannot  stress  this  enough.   If  we  want  our  children 
to  amount  to  anything,  we  must  bring  them  to  Christ,  and  get  them  to  know  - 
at  an  early  age.   Children  are  more  receptive  to  accepting  Him,  than  grownups. 

fact  as  each  year  passes  in  an  individuals  life,  it  becomes  harder  and  harder 
to  understand  why  this  is  important,  and  alas,  many  people  fight  it  most  of 
their  adult  lives  and  die  without  ever  knowing  the  joy  °f  salvation  through 
Christ.  This   is  why  we  as  parents  must  strive  to  bring  our  children  to  this 
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knowledge  while  their  lives  are  atill  moldable  and  formable.   Proverbs  tells  us, 
1   -ain  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart 
from  it."   We  need  parents  who  will  get  down  on  their  knees  and  regardless  of 
how  old  their  children  are,  if  they  know  the  children  are  outside  the  fold,  to 
dedicate  them  to  God  as  Hannah  dedicate']  Samuel  to  the  lord.  All  it  takes,  is 
to  say,  "lord,  this  child  or  these  children  you  have  given  to  us  are  not  ours 
to  own.   They  belong  to  You.   As  yours, tYou  can  do  with  them  what  you  want.   I 
want  them  to  grow  to  be  good  Christian  men  and  wonen,  but  only  1ou  can  make  this 
possible,  ^o  I  turn  them  over  to  You  and  will  let  You  lead  and  guide  them  in  the 
way."  But  this  does  not  mean  we  relinquish  our  responsibility  of  further  train- 
ing.  They  need  to  be  taught  from  the  Book,  and.  I  don't  mean  ika  just  the  school 
book.   I  mean  THE  BOOK,  God's  Holy  Tord.   But  in  order  to  do  this  we  must  study 
it  and  learn  from  it.   3o  it  is  a  two  way  street.   It  isn't  just  parents  teach- 
ing children.   But  God  teaching  parents  to  be  parents  so  they  can  teach  children 

j  can  learn  from  the  example. 
To  make  a  further  comparison  between  the  sons  of  Eli  and  Samuel  we  see  that  obed- 
ience was  what  separated  the  two.   tead  how  Hophni  and  I hineas  disobeyed  their 
father,  but  how  Samuel  was  obedient  to  Eli,  and  to  God.   But  obedience  is  very 
much  predicated  upon  what  a  person  sees  to  obey.   If  a  parent  xxx  expects  a 
child  to  obey  while  he  or  she  is  imKBXafcfXHE  not  setting  the  proper  example, 
that Tarent  may  be  fighting  a  losing  battle.   We  are  told  that  Eli  was  very  fat. 
It  is  a  good  possibility  he  got  that  way  because  he  was  a  glutton.   Therefore, 
if  this  is  true,  then  he  could  not  very  well  expect  his  sons  to  refrain  from 
taking  all  of  the  meat  they  wanted  from  those  who  brought  that  meat  to  be  offere 
ed  as  a  sacrifice.  Eli  needed  to  set  the  example  and  only  then  demand  obedience 
(Illustration  of  little  boy  stepping  in  Baddy's  tracks) 

Have  you  given  your  child  or  children  the  right  kind  of  tracks  to  step  in? 
«ie  other  point  of  comparison  between  the  sons  of  Eli  and  Samuel  is  the  point 
of  discipline.   Many  times  obedience  and  discipline  go  hand  in  hand.   fBt^ifhexe 

ol^^gic^i^i^^t^^  Ur"'n'11  *^ 
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Both,  obedience  and  discipline  are  shown  by  th  parents  as  well  as  taught  by  them. 

ents  cannot  tell  their  children  not  to  do  something,  and  then  do  it  with  the 
admonition, "Bon't  do  as  I  do,  do  as  I  say."   This  will  backfire.   But  discipline 
is  different  from  obedience  fc&x  in  that  it  must  take  corrective  measures  when 
obedience  is  not  forthcoming.   In  other  words  we  could  say  that  discipline  grows 
out  of  obedience  or  the  lack  of  it. 

(Illustration  of  4-  year  old  boy  and  next  year  a  handful) 

This  is  quite  often  the  case.   .Someone  who  has  seen  the  decline  of  parental 
discipline  thought  that  perhaps  it  was  caused  by  our  moder  times.   Jo  he  wrote, 
(Illustration  of  Dad  running  our  of  weapons). 

Frequently  someone  will  give  me  an  illustration  that  they  feel  I  can  use  at  a 
future  date.   I  would  like  to  share  with  you  an  illustration  of  a  column  written 
by  a  lady  in  Miami,  Florida  to  Bear  Abby.   Abby  thought  it  good  enough  to  write 
an  entire  column  on  it,  and  I  believe  it  is  good  enough  to  warrant  our  attention. 

isA   Bear  Abby  letter  about  17  yr  old  on  drugs) 
This  is  not  an  isolated  case  by  any  means.   We  do  not  know  what  these  parents 
did  or  did  not  do  with  this  boy.   But  we  do  know  their  heartache  must  be  tre- 
mendous.  Because  we  strive  to  raise  our  children  in  the  proper  manner  does  not 
guarantee  what  they  will  turn  out  to  be.   But  one  thing  la  certain,  and  that  is, 
if  we  do  not  do  it  according  to  God's  plan,  we  cannot  expect  them  to  turn  out 
right.   If  God  gives  us  the  responsibility  to  raise  children,  then  we  must  turn 
the  child  over  to  Him  and  prepare  that  child  as  God  gives  us  guidance.   This  is 
a  sacred  trust  we  cannot  push  off  on  someone  else. 
(Illustration  of  bridge  builder). 

This  is  what  we  are  all  to  be,  but  the  bridge  must  connect  our  children  with 
Jesus  Christ.   This  must  always  be  our  aim  and  goal  in  all  of  life,  whether  the 
children  tesxraig  have  been  given  to  us  in  our  own  families,  or  whether  they  are 
-u_e  children  of  the  community  in  which  we  live.  All  childrenxare  precious  in 
the  sight  of  God ,  and  God  is  going  to  hold  us  responsible  whether  we  have  helped 
or  hindered  their  lives.   Jesus  gives  us  the  admonition,  "'.Jhoever  causes  one  of 
these  little  ones  to  sin,  It  were  better  a  millstone  were  hung  around  his  neck 
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and  he  were  drowned  in  the  depths  of  the  sea."   This  means  all  children,  not 

3t  our  families.   The  children  are  here,  and  they  are  out  there.   Let  us 
show  them  the  love  of  Christ  with  our  lives  and  with  the  joy  that  we  have  for 
Him.  Let  us  "bring  them  in,  bring  them  in,  bring  the  little  ones  to  Jesus,  as 
the  old  childrens  Sunday  Jchool  song  says. 


", 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Eutl er ,  Pennsy 1 van  ia 
Seventh  Sunday  in  Eastertide     May  22,  1977 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist 
Mrs.  Cyndie  Sybert,  Youth  Choir  Director 
Brenda  Marburger,  Patty  HeWilliams  -  AeoZytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:   "Jesu,  Joy  of  Han's  Desiring"    Bach 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  12  "For  the  beauty  of  the  earth" 

^Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

■■Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Our  Father,  we  reek  your  help. 
We  are  powerless  without  you*   We  thank  you  for  home 
and  family,  but  we  know  that  even  in  this  realm  we  are 
not  quite  what  we  should  be.   We  are  cross  at  times  ana 
we  treat  others  of  our  families  badly*   We  know  that  we 
should  be  loving^  but  too  often  we  are  hateful-  Our 
list  could  go  on  and  on,  but  you  know  what  we  are  and 
what  we  have  done.   So  we  earnestly  pray  that  you  will 
forgive  us,  for  we  ask  it  in  Jesus'  name.  Amen*" 

#Kyrie       {Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

•Praise 

*Pastor:   "0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

*People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 

•DDXology   No.  551 
Scripture;         Deuteronomy  29:  10-20 
Hymn  No,  262    "Teach  me,  0  Lord,  Thy  holy  way" 

•Affirmation  of  Faith  [Family  Creed)  We  believe  in  God, 
our  heavenly  Father,  who  has  ordained  that  people  should  live 
together  in  families t    finding  joy  and  fellowship  in  mutaal 
sharing*  We  believe  in  Jesus  Christ  who  taught  us  the  value 
of  children  and  good  homes.  We  believe  that  our  children 
are  given  to  us  as  a  sacred  trust  as  well  as  a  joyous 
responsibility.   We  believe  these  children  have  a  need  for 
Christian  teaching  as  a  part  of  their  total  training  for 
Christian  citizenship.   We  believe  in  the  Church  as  an 
institution  established  through  the  wisdom  of  Almighty  God 
for  the  furthering  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  through 
'  -serial  work,  teaching  in  Church  and  home,  and  the  ministry 
.  t. .  the  wor  d  , 


We  believe  in  the  laying  of  a  religious  foundation 
in  each  home,  so  that  each  member  may  be  given  strength 
for  daily  living. 

We  believe  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  needed  to  empower 
God's  people  to  live  not  only  as  families,  but  to  love 
and  walk  together  in  harmony  with  all  men.   We  believe 
that  the  knowledge  and  love  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  lives 
of  individuals  can  transform  home  life,  to  the  extent 
that  its  members  will  find  peace  and  happiness,  and 
power  for  radiant  living.  But  we  also  believe  that 
all  of  this  can  only  come  about  through  a  new  dedi- 
cation of  each  family  member  using  God's  Book,  the  Bible, 
as  the  basis  for  each  of  our  lives.   Amen, 
*Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Paator:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor  :   Let  us  Pray . 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory:      "Arisso"  BAch 

Anthem:  "Put  Your  Hand  in  the  Hand"  MacLellan  -  Youth 
Sermon:   "HE,  SHE,  AND  BABY  HAKES  WE,  TOGETHER  WE'RE  A 
Hymn  of  Invitation  No.  214  "Just  as  I  am"    FAMILY" 
Dedication  of  Families 
Benediction  and  Three  fold  Amen 
Postlude:      "Give  He  A  Faith"  Bitgood 

. 'Congregation  Standing - 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Campbell  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Campbell's 
Parents  -  Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  P.  Christy 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are;   *Ri chard  Mangel,  Don 

Kingsley,  Art  Carney,  Gary  Penar  and  John  Dreher 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  William  Pflugh  will  greet  the  Congre- 
gation at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  by  Virginia  Mangel,  Gaye 
Bowser,  and  Lynne  Bosko.   £**«-  ^M^W*J»"*  M**f4X*- 
^Hospitalized:   Mr*  Clarence  Wolfe  628-  M/*  ff iTf/ZA     H*ff£ 
^^Tonlght  -  7:00  -  Vacation  Bible  School  meeting  *&&,    Jf?^^ 
^^  Our  sincere  sympathy  to  family  and  friends  of  Mrs.   sfrr'~ 

Lewis  Davis  who  passed  away  this  week.  ^  r£*jr</£fi>T      -*J 
^  Our  congratulations  to  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Roland  Thompson  who    *V 
celebrated  their  4Qth  Wedding  Anniversary  yesterday. 


"He,  3he,  And  Bab:/  Makes  we,  Together  ./e're  A 
Text:  Deut  29:18a,  Scrip.  Deut  29:16-20    Family" 

Far  vrays  2gether, stays  2gether,old  laying 
Jews  as  examp  of  family  lif , then  &  2day 
EXEGETE  scripture-God  wants  2B  #1  &  this  apply  2  us 
(I"  is  teacher  teach  pr  yer,boy  say  Help) 

3 sent  day  need  help, turn  2  Scrip  not  family, hut 
can  use  '!-  that  purpose,  Mk  4:55-41 
Js  teach  para,lik  2  tak  liberty  &  mak  parab 
Ship=home,discips=famly,Js=Himself ,storm=world  cares 
"  =family  launch  sea  lif , guest  abord, storm, summon  Hii 
He  ask  why  fearful?  No  faith? 
1st  ingred  in  fam=Paith,but  Faith  without  TTead=IIothini 
Comp  boat,discips  &  their  need,&  hav  Js  Xp  solver 
Mod  fams  lik  this  til  fiance, children  etc  ruin  in<*e; 
dependence, bu:;  why  call  4  help? 
But  pilot  abl  2  tak  authorit  over  circumstances 
P  tell  us  Eph  6:12  READ 
fite  with.  Sat an, demon  forces  &  need  help  Js  Xp 
Psycol,psychiatr  call  other  names, but  Satan  &  forces 
V/at  need  is=2  Sureender  2xx?£  fams  2  Xp 
He  tak  charg  hus, wife, child, ^obs, money, all  area 
No  mean  we  robots, but  mean  trust  Xp  suppl  ansers  prob 
situation  work  caus  concern, or  chance  2  mov  up  etc 
Need  ask  wat  Lord  w^nt  2  do, He  will  reveal  it 
All  hav  cum  from  G,&  1st  10th  Blong  2  Him 
Inflation  etc, but  G  no  change  demand 
,'en  do  it, monetary  concerns  chang,no  let  peop  tell 
otherwise, still  peop  bless  by  tithe, this  cong  2 
Surrender  2  Xp  shud  mean  lern  thru  V/ord,P  say  STUDY 
2  SHC  .ROVED, this  mean  digest  Sp  food 

n  2  meet  G  hous, worship, gro  2gether  as  fam  of  G 
^   shar  2gether,in  partic  luv  ea  other  :\  pray  £ 

1  another, mean  support  falling  &  care  &  1  anoth 
This  not  comple  pictur  by  no  means, but  not  our  streng 
2  hav  successful  families. 

(Illus  man, boy  lift  stone, &  him  no  ask  father) 
This  need  2B  our  think, we  canno  do  it  by  self , must 
surrender  lif  selves, fams  2  G 
(Invitation) 


"He,  She,  Amd  Baby  Makes  vie, 
Together  fe're  A  Family" 
Text:  Deuteronomy  29:18a 

::  I    :GUID  BE  AMONG  YOU  MAN,  (      iN,  OR  FAMILY,  OR  TRIBE,  WHOSE 

_EAET  TURI'TETH  AWAY  THIS  DAY  FROM  THE  LORD  OUR  GOD,  TO  GO  AN  I  iODS  OF 

LTIONS ; 

Scripture:  Deuteronomy  29:10-20 

There  was  a  saying  ,-just  a  short  while  back  which  proclaimed,  "The  family  that 
prays  together,  stays  together."   If  we  ever  doubted  the  authenticity  of  this 
remark,  we  only  needed  to  look  at  the  lives  of  the  Jewish  people.   Regardless 
of  how  many  times  the?/  turned  from  God,  the  family  as  a  unit  was  maintained  and 
held  in  extreme  honor.  They  took  the  task  of  being  the  ones  to  carry  on  the 
faith  very  seriously.  Even  today,  although  they  face  the  same  problems  we  face, 
and  their  families  are   eing  threatened  just  as  ours,  they  have  a  stronger  sense 
of  family  and  family  ties  than  do  many  gentiles. 

Cur  Scripture  for  this  morning  sets  much  of  this  down.   Let  us  look  at  what 
Moses  was  saying.  Moses  had  assembled  the  people  and  was  giving  them  the  ad- 
_  ice  and  admonishments  they  needed  if  they  were  to  enter  the  romised  land  and 
live  as  God  intended  for  them  to  do.   They  were  there  as  "ribes,  and  officers, 
and  as  families,  and  the  laborers  as  well,  vss  10-11.  Moses  purpose  for  this 
is  to  make  a  covenant  to  the  lord  as  God  promised  He  would  have  with  them 
many  years  before  through  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jasob,  vss  12-15.   But  I loses  is 
not  only  giving  this  message  to  those  assembled,  but  with  others  who  would  come 
after  them,  vss  14-15.   This  message  was  meant  for  those  who  were  not  Jews  but 
were  living  among  them  as  well,  and  we  find  this  also  in  the  11th  vs. 
Moses  goes  on  to  remind  the  people  how  they  had  seen  the  idols  of  the  Egyptians 
of  wood  and  stone  and  metals  of  silver  and  gold  and  the  Israelites  are  reminded 
not  to  adopt  these  ways,  vss  15-13.   Now  some  of  these  verses  peratin  just  to 
the  situation  of  the  Jews  at  this  point  in  their  lives.   But  Lt  also  gives  in- 
structions as  to  what  to  do  for  those  who  would  come jat  a  later  time.   These 
instructions  were  to  be  handed  down  from  family  to  family  and  they  were  to  re- 
member that  they  belonged  to  God  and  owed  Him  their  allegiance. 
But  it  is  in  vs  18a,  that  the  role  of  fchK  each  member  of  tribe  and  family  is 
spelled  out.   It  tells  them  in  no  uncertain  terms  that  God  is  to  be  their  only 
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God  regardless  of  where  they  are.  Noses  goes  on  to  state  that  the  individual 
group  who  do  not  follow  these  warnings  will  be  blotted  out  of  heaven.   How 
this  may  seem  to  be  pretty  strong  medicine  to  take,  but  like  the  people  of  Is- 
rael we  need  to  know  that  God  does  not  fool  around.  He  sets  forth  how  we  are 
to  live  and  He  kx  not  only  expects  us  to  live  that  way,  but  He  ssmajtilxi  demands 
it.  Although  this  portion  of  scripture  does  not  specifically  talk  about  families 
yet  tl  e  ±±±hsxeh:x  allusions  are  there  for  us.   Basically  what  I  believe  we  need 
to  understand  from  this  Scripture  is  that  God  wants  us  to  haxrw  Him  as  &s  the 
only  G0d  in  our  lives,  and  when  He  isn't  everything  gets  out  of  whack. 
We  know  that  we  are  not  a  part  of  the  people  to  whom  these  original  remark:; 
were  made,  but  we  do  know  that  Just  as  the  words  applied  to  them,  they  apply  to 
us  as  well. 

(Illustration  liacher  teaching  class  about  prayer,  silently  pray,  and  boy  prays 
help.) 

■re  realize  that  in  our  present  day  there  Is  a  need  for  help  and  merely  trying  to 

pass  it  off  in  the  lives  of  families  as  just  a  need  for  prayer  is  to  ignore  the 

larger  part  of  the  problem.  I  would  like  to  direct  your  thinking  to  a  snail 

portion  of  Scripture  this  morning  that  does  not  actually  tell  or  talk  about 

familiy  life  or  living,  but  gives  us  an  illustration  of  what  all  families  need 

to  do  in  this  present  age.   Let  us  turn  to  the  Gospel  of  Mark,  the  4th  chapter 

and  the  35th  verse.  (Head  vss  35-41). 

Here  is  an  incident  that  ^mwsy^mi.   is  not  related  to  the  family  or  matters  of  the 

family.   But  just  as  Jesus  spoke  in  parables  many  times,  I  would  like  to  takr  the 

liberty  of  using  this  passage  of  scripture  In  parable  form.   If  we  think  of  each 

of  the  ingredients  of  this  story  as  standing  for  something,  I  will  strive  to 

make  my  point  clear. 

'The  ship  in  which  the  disciples  and  Jesus  could  very  well  stand  for  the  home, 

t1   place  where  the  family  is  sheltered  from  the  storms  of  life.   The  disciples 

would  stand  for  the  individual  members  of  the  family,  and  Jesus  would  naturally 

represent  Himself.   The  sudden  storm  swamping  the  boat  would  stand  for  the  cares 
and  problems  of  the  world  trying  to  overcome  the  family  and  destroy  them.  How  if 
we  let  these  ingredients  serve  as  the  basis  for  the  formula  that  can  and  will 
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work  for  every  family  let  us  dissect  it  a  little  further.   The  ship  could  very 
'  '.1  stand  for  just  one  home  or  household  as  we  look  at  it  this  morning.   This 
particular  family  group  is  launched  on  the  sea  of  life.   But  ss  so  often  happens 
a  storm  comes  along  to  threaten  the  very  existence  of  that  home  and  family. 
But  there  is  a  guest  aboard  who  can  help  in  times  of  need,   oo  He  is  summoned  to 
give  His  unparalled  help.   He  was  questioned  as  to  His  particular  concern  for 
them.  Without  guving  a  reply  He  sets  to  work  and  stems  the  force  and  fury  of 
the  storm  and  it  is  then  that  He  remarks,  "Why  isxxs  are  ye  so  fearful?  How  is 
it  ye  have  no  faith?" 

He  is  questioning  their  trust  in  Him  that  He  is  able  to  do  this,  as  well  as 
questioning  that  they  expressed  a  belief  that  He  would  permit  them  to  go  under. 
But  here  is  the  first  ingredient  needed  in  the  family  and  it  is  FAITH.   But 
simply  to  have  faith  proves  nothing.   Faith  without  a  real  need  for  it  is  nothing 
3o  in  order  for  faith  to  be  o-erative,  there  must  be  NEED.  Now  this  is  where 

is  story  takes  on  a  different  meaning.   For  here  we  see  the  ship  being  tossed 
to  and  fro,  and  the  discip  es  were  probably  trying  frantically  to  do  everything 
their  experience  and  knowledge  had  taught  them  would  work.   But  this  is  not 
solving  the  problem.  They  may  have  been  pulling  on  ears  faster  than  they  had 
ever  rowed  before,  but  it  was  of  no  use,  the  boat  was  simply  being  engulfed  with 
water,  and  they  could  not  stop  it.   oo  they  had  a  very  definite  need.   And  since 
they  not  only  had  the  need,  but  they  also  had  the  ingredient  that  would  solve 
that  need,  they  called  upon  it.   And  it  being  in  this  case  Jesus  Christ  of  course 
And  this  is  how  it  is  with  families.   He  can  be  self-sufficient  for  perhaps  a 
long  period  of  time.   iJo  real  needs,  because  we  are  capable  of  taking  care  of 
ourselves  and  we  can  be  relatively  independent.  But  along  comes  a  storm  in  the 
form  of  a  wayward  son  or  daughter.   Or  perhaps  there  is  a  financial  setback,  or 
some  other  storm  to  upset  the  family  ship,  and  thus  there  is  a  need.   But  what 
<m  the  avera  ;e  i   ition  to  this  need?  The  average  solution  is  to  let  the  pilot 
sleep  on  in  the  back  of  the  boat,  instead  of  calling  Him  forthvto  make  the 
storm  cease  arid  go  away.   The  reason  of  course  is  that  if  you  can  muscle  your 


way 


most  .       . ,    .  ,  ,0 

£  0f   sj;j  other  difficulties,  why  not  in  family  circumstances  as  well.' 


But  what  we  do  not  take  into  consideration  is  the  fact  that  the  pilot  is  able 
i      have  authority  over  all  circumstances.  The  disciples  found  this  out  in  short 
odder,   What  we  need  to  know  is  that  many  times  our  had  circumstances  are  caused 
by  forces  that  are  beyond  our  control  or  ability  to  overcome.   Paul  tells  us  we 
wrestle  not  against  flesh  and  blood,  but  against  principalities,  against  powcers, 
against  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world,  against  spiritual  wickedness 
in  high  places,  Eph  6:12,   From  this  then  we  realize  thst  our  fight  is  often 
with  oat  an  and  his  demonic  forces  and  we  cannot  overcome  them  without  the  spirit- 
ual help  supplied  by  Christ.  Psyeologists ,  and  psychiatrists  may  give  these 
problems  all  eorts  of  scientific  names,  but  it  all  boils  down  to  Satan  and  his 
forces. 

So  what  is  needed  os  for  us  to  surrender  our  families  to  Jesus  Christ.   This 
simply  means  that  He  takes  charge  of  husband,  wife,  and  children.  It  means  He 
takes  charge  of  our  nobs,  our  money,  and  fiasxfcteisxw.  all  areas  of  our  lives. 

_s  doesn't  mean  that  we  become  like  robots  and  never  have  a  thought  of  our 
own,  but  it  means  that  we  trust  Christ  to  supply  the  answers  to  all  of  our  prob- 
lems. 

We  may  have  a  situation  in  our  work  that  may  be  causing  us  concern,  or  perhaps 
we  have  an  opportunity  to  amke  a  move  to  another  department  or  to  another  job. 
At  this  point  we  need  to  ask  what  the  Lord  would  have  do.   He  will  reveal  it 
in  some  way  that  we  will  know  what  He  wants  us  to  do. 

It  means  that  we  realize  that  all  we  have  comes  to  us  from  God,  and  the  1st 
10th  of  our  money  belongs  to  the  Lord.   Times  may  change,  and  inflation  and  all 
other  things  may  eat  away  at  what  we  have.  But  Sod's  plan  for  mankind  has  not 
changed  and  will  not  change.  His  :demands  are  still  the  same  and  when  we  do  it 
according  to  Hah  what  He  wants,  then  we  will  see  our  monetary  concerns  change. 
Don't  let  anyone  tell  you  that  God's  demands  are  not  1/1 Oth  anymore,   -here  are 
^ill  people  who  tithe  and  are  being  blessed  by  it  and  will  tell  you  so.   fe 
have  some  of  them  in  this  congregation. 

Surrender  to  Jesus  Christ  should  mean  learning  of  Him  through  His  Word.  Paul 
tells  us  to  study  and  show  ourselves  approved.  This  means  that  we  digest  the 
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spiritual  food  God  has  provided  for  us.   But  it  also  means  that  we  meet  together 
:'   ilis  house  and  not  only  worship  Him,  hut  grow  together  ar.  a  family  of  the  child 
rcn  of  God.  This  means  we  share  things  together  in  particular  the  love  He  has 
given  to  all  of  us.   But  it  also  means  that  we  pray  for  each  other  when  we  have 
concerns  and  needs.   It  means  we  support  each  other  when  we  are  falling,  and  that 
each  of  us  akECKS  cares  for  one  another. 

all  of  this  is  not  the  complete  picture  of  surrender  to  Jesus  Christ,  natura- 
lly.  Tine  does  not  permit  the  complete  picture.   But  we  need  to  know  that  it 
not  in  our  own  strength  that  we  have  successful  families.   A  man  happened  to 
cone  along  the  road  and  his  small  son  was  striving  to  move  a  heavy  stone.   Noting 
his  inability  to  move  it  he  asked,  "Are  you  using  all  your  strength?"  The  little 
boy  answered,  "Yes,  I  am."   "No,"  the  father  replied,  "You  are  not,  yon  haven't 
asked  me."  This  is  what  needs  to  be  our  thinking,   rfe  cannot  do  it  without 
surrendering  our  lives  and  the  lives  of  our  families. 

am  going  to  ask  invite  entire  families  to  corne  forward  during  the  singing  of 
the  last  hymn  and  dedicate  yourselves  to  the  Lord.  Many  of  you  could  not  come 
forward  when  we  renewed  our  marriage  vows  for  one  reason  or  other.   ione  of  you 
may  be  just  a  mother  or  father  raising  children  alone.  Some  of  you  are  grand- 
parents concerned  about  your  grandchildren.   Whatever  your  circumstances,  I 
would  ask  you  to  please  come  to  the  altar  rail  if  you  mean  business  with  God 
for  your  family  and  let  us  dedicate  our  families  in  this  congregation  to  the 
care  and  keeping  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Memorial  Day  -  Pentecost  May  29,  1977 

Weekend      (Whitsunday) 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 

Mrs.  Kitty  Feder,  Organist 

Brenda  Marburger,  Patty  McWiliiams  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music :    "Surely  Goodness  and  Mercy"    Peterson 
"Contemplation"  Hughes 

•■Processional  Hymn  No.  440  "God  of  our  fathers" 
•■Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
■•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Lord  God,  our  Saviour,  you  have 
been  faithful  in  your  promise  to  deliver  us  from  the 
guilt  of  our  sins,  and  make  ua  acceptable  to  you  and 
your  kingdom.  But  too  often  I  have  not  been  fltthful 
in  following  my  promise  to  obey  your  will,  and  I  have 
not  loved  my  neighbors  and  enemies.   I  humbly  ask 
forgiveness.  Lord.  In  Jesus'  name.  Amen." 
•Kyrie       (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor  J 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:  "0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology    No.  551 
Scripture:     2   Kings  6:  8-23 
Hymn  No.  441   "My  country,  'tis  of  thee" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles"  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  PRayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory:      "0  Land  of  Rest"         Turner 
Solo:  Lloyd  Link 

Sermon:        "HOORAY  FOR  OUR  SIDE" 
Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Hymn  No.  443  "0  beautiful  for  spacious  skies" 
B     ^diction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 

1 


Organ  Postlude  "Battle  Hymn  of  Republic"    Steffe 

,  *Congregation  Standing  

The  lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  Stewart  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Ella 
Stewart, 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Mike  Nazaruk,  James 
McClymonds,  Roy  Andrews 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Penar  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Paul  and  Vickie 

Holt  and  Mary  Dellen, 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  200 
;>  Wed.  -  7:30  -  Council  Meeting 
_  Thurs.  -  The  Newsletter  will  he  published  -  please 

have  all  the  material  in  by  Wednesday. 
^»  Next  Sunday  -  EARLY  SERVICES:  Church  School  at  9:00 

Morning  Worship  at  10:00  A.M. 
•^r   Next  Sunday  will  be  Holy  Communion  (Pew);   Sunday 

evening  -  7:30  (Altar  Communion) 
y,.  June  26  -  Church  will  be  at  Butler  Co.  Memorial  Park 

at  the  Large  Shelter,  No  Church  School,  Horning  Worship 
at  10:00.   Casual  dress  -  Bring  a  picnic  and  folding 
chairs.   BRirtg  enough  tureens  to  compensate  for  your 
family.  Beverage  will  be  provided. 
T-'   Hospitalized  -  Ajf  Clarence  Wolfe  and  Mr.  Earl  Wogan, 
—-  Vacation  Bible  School  -  Mornings  -  June  20-23;  27-30 
from  9  to  11:30  A.M.   Adult  Bible  School  June  20-23 
from  7:3D  to  9:00  P.M.   Nureery  wlll  be  provided  fo(. 
the  evening  sessions. 
Rev.  Frailer  will  be  here  as  a  Guest  Pastor  on  June 
12.  We  hope  to  have  a  good  attendance.   Chet  stau-fer 
will  serve  as  Liturgist. 

The  Bible  symbolizes  the  Word  of  God.  the  message  of 
the  heavenly  Father  which  Jesus  calls  the  truth.  The 
Holy  Scriptures  testify  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Savior 
of  the  world.   This  book  predicted  and  now  proclaims 
as  fulfilled  the  great  events  in  history:   Christ 
nailed  to  a  cross  and  now  risen  again  as  God's  Solultion 
to  sin.  This  is  the  Gospel, 

Welcom  Viaitora:        &*We&/      ^^ 
i.cago,back   r'riday 
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"Hooray  -b'or  Our  Side" 
Text:  2  Kings  5:16,    Scripture:  2  Kings  6:o-23 

Scrip  this  AM  C  Isites  &  events  &  Elisha  in  pafctic 

It,  all  this  1  thing  stand  out  .READ  JiTEXT 
Here  anser  2  fear  of  serv  of  Elisha, pictur  this  man 
■  ]     i   fears,d  smay  etc. 

.oral  things  2B  sed  4  this  text 
1=Elisha  9flfri,nri.flt  in  pessimistic  circumstances 
r^2^ist_^S£ije  s  ) 

"Can't  we  G  this  episode  optimistic  view  held  by 
4  fathers? 

rT^ip-trPfl-hinn     fT  .     WooTn-^pH-™  ^ay    Jal  and  ,  iteVQ.li: 

Isn't  this  truth?  We  tak  freedom  4-  granted  &  it  easy 
2  say  Hooray  4  Our  Side, tak  no  effort, cost  nothing 
Heed  hav  sens  respons  2  o'rcum  things  2day  threaten 
foundation  our  nation 
2=Elsiah  willing  2  look  Byond  Syrians  &  0  power  Aim 
G  reddy  2  descend  on  his  Bhalf 
,o  easy  look  military  &  2  thoz  who  wud  lead  us 
(Illus  Cincinnati^  ft  Zyw™    -™^a   ?*.fln  to.,  nan) 
Wonderful  sav, Hooray  4-  Our  Hide  at  sport  event  etc 
But  battles  lif  this  shout  shud  B  4  prais  &nfehanks 
2  G  4  His  guidanc  &"bauthority  our  Bhalf 
Pp  3*)- ;  7 1  Read* 

Heb  12:1,  Read,. ■ —  (In  book  Angels) 

B^Graham  say ^grandstand, players  8s  angels  spectators 
From  all  this  then  need  hav  courag  Elisha, &  know 
even  tho  we  no  0  with  naked  eye,G's  forces  round  us 
Mm  us  man  1  ittle  lRirl.oomf  ort  of ,  fatliSJUaand) 
This  we  need  never  4get , 

can  sayfHOORAY  4  OUR  SIDEtBcuz  our  side  contain 
avenly  hostf&  we  never  alone 
■  Js  say',  "I^wi  1 1  nnt  .1  ftflVft  7011.  co  :"ortle::,. '  ? .   let  us 
rejoic  ffhat  He  has  not, 
4  our  side=Heavenlv  Host. The  Lord»«our  Savior 

:_^WP  P  1-iV  E-|-isha  nPPf^  ?  lift  nn  eVRS  ?    hi  11  S  &-C 

!gre   our   sideass_embledf    "Hnqrav  BoiL-OncJaixie" 


"Hooray  For  Our  Side" 

Text:  2  Kings  6:16, 

"And  fre  answered,  Fear  not;  for  they  who  are  with  us  are  more  than  they  who  are 
th  them." 

Jcri  ture:  2  Kings  6:8-1©"  T-3 

In  our  Scripture  for  this  morning  vie  see  several  things  that  took  place  in  the 
1  ves  of  the  Israelites  and  in  particular  in  the  life  of  iilisha.   Involved  in 
all  of  this  is  the  fact  that  God  was  working  mightily  in  31isha's  life  and 
through  him  the  Israelites  were  spared  from  the  Syrians. 
As  we  begin  reading  with  the  8th  verse  of  this  6th  chapter  of  2  Kings  we  read 

t  the  King  of  Syria  made  war  against  £xe  Israel  and  told  h  s  servants  to  set 
up  camp  as  it  is  stated  in  the  King  James,  and  the  Revised  standard  versions, 
However,  ancient  manuscripts  which  xtoaHiixfeocK  actually  give  the  more  exact 
meaning  were  not  followed.   The  more  correct  reading  according  to  most  Biblical 
scholars  would  render  this  verse,  "Then,  the  king  of  Syria  warrea  against  Israel 
a^d  took  counsel  with  his  servants  saying,  In  such  and  such  a  place  let  us  make 
an  ambush."   '"hen  in  the  9th  verse  we  read  that  the  mnn  of  God,  meaning  Elisha 
sent  word  to  the  king  of  Israel  saying,  "Beware  that  thou  pass  not  such  a  place 
for  there,  the  Syrians  are  come  down."   And  again,  ancient  manuscripts  which 
were  not  copied  completely  tell  it,  "Have  concealed  themselves,"  which  makes  the 
meaning  nuch  cleaser. 

And  so  we  read  on  in  the  10th  verse  that  the  king  of  Israel  followed  the  advice 
of  Elisha  and  is  spared,  "Not  once,  nor  twice,"  which  should  really  read,  "Time 
after  tine."   And  so  the  king  of  iyria  begins  to  suspect  that  there  is  a  spy 
Within  his  own  organization  because  his  moves  seem  to  be  leaking  to  the  ears  of 
the  Israelites  and  they  know  what  he  is  going  to  do  ahead  of  time.   And  so  he 
is  bothered  by  this  and  calls  for  his  servants  to  give  an  acounting  of  their 
moves.   He  demands  to  know  which  of  them  is  spying  for  the  Israelis,  vs  11. 
r  t  one  of  his  servants  who  is  very  wise  tells  the  king  that  it  is  none  of  them 
but  instead,  it  is  the  nan  of  God  Elisha,  who  is  being  given  supernatural  in- 
formation, to  the  extent  that  the  words  the  king  speaks  in  his  bedroom  are  known 
to  this  prophet,  v2  12.    00  the  .yrian  king  sends  spies  to  find  out  where 
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Slisha  is  and  it  is  determined  that  he  is  at  Dothan,  vs  15/  ^o   the  king  sends 
Y  '  -\   armies  consisting  of  mounted  soldiers  and  the  men  driving  chariots  and  they 
surround  the  city  by  night,  vi  14. 

■o  it  is  that  the  next  morning  the  servant  of  Jlisha  arises  and  goes  out  of  their 

house  or  dwelling,  and  he  sees  the  place  is  surrounded  by  Syrians,  and  he  becomes 

alarmed  and  comes  back  to  Clisha  and  asks  him  what  they  are  going  to  do  about 

this  present  crisis,  vs  15.   It  is  at  this  point  that  Elisha  :ives  the  advice 

that  should  be  standard  courage  for  all  believers,  "Pear  not:  for  they  that  be 

with  us  are  more  than  they  that  be  with  them."   But  this  point  was  falling  on 

deaf  ears  and  being  seen  with  uncomprehending  eyes.   ?,listia  knowing  this  prayed 

as  we  read,  vs  17a.  And  the  eyes  -of  the  servant  were  opened  and  he  saw  that  the 

Lord's  army  was  completely  surrounding  those  that  thought  they  had  surrounded 

Elista  and  the  town  of  Dothan,  vs  17b. 

At  this  point  the  Syrians  attack,  vs  18a, and  Elisha  prayes  that  'Sod  will  strike 

■"  ";m  blind  which  He  did,  vs  13b-  Elisha  is  able  to  lead  them  to  Jamaria  right 

Lord  opens  the  eyes 
into  the  stronghold  of  the  king  of  Israel,  vs  19,  and  the  ^asxa^cixmiEixKsnifcs 
of  the  Syrians  after  Elisha  prays  for  this,  and  they  find  themselves  in  Samaria 
JuajQuittJcr±£:cfeKX2iiaiiiiixi±axis:EHyxiJisiHx 

vs  20. 

The  king  of  Israel  wants  to  know  if  he  should  attack  them,  but  Elisha  gives  him 

the  advice  that  he  should  not  kill  those  who  have  been  taken  captive  and  instead 

they  should  be  fed,  vss  21-22.   And  so  they  nre  fed  and  then  sent  home,  and  thus 

the  army  of  the  Syrians  was  broken  up  never  to  be  a  threat  to  them  again,  vs  25. 

Now  in  all  of  this  there  is  one  thing  which  to  me  stands  out  above  all  else. 

It  is  found  in  the  15th  verse,  (read  it).   Here  we  see  the  stirring  answer  to 

the  fear  of  the  servant  of  llisha.   If  you  can  picture  for  a  moment  the  utter 

despair  which  must  have  held  this  man  in  its  grip  at  the  sight  of  all  of  those 

-rian  soldiers,  chariots  and  horses.   Anfl  then  his  master  tells  him  not  to 

*ar,  that  they  have  more  to  defend  them  than  the  Syrians  do. 

There  are  several  things  to  be  said  for  this  wonderful  text.  First  Elisha  is 

to  be  credited  with  being  an  optimist  in  the  midst  of  very  dire  circumstances. 
An  optimisti   is  (stories  of  optomists  and  pessimists). 
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Can't  you  see  in  this  episode  the  same  optimistic  view  held  by  our  early  found- 
■'  z   fathers? 

(Illustration  G.  Washington  at  Hays  Island) 

Aid  isn't  this  the  truth?  It  cost  the  blood  sweat  and  tears  of  many  men  to 
give  us  the  freedom  we  so  easily  forget  and  still  enjoy  and  it  is  so  easy  to 
stand  on  the  sidelines  and  shout,  Hooray  ?or  Our  Side,"  in  the  mistaken  notion 
that  freedom  will  continue  to  perpetuate  itself  without  any  effort  on  our  part. 
.  e  need  to  have  a  renewed  sense  of  responsibility  to  overcome  the  things  which 
today  are  threatening  the  very  foundations  of  our  nation* 

Bu€  there  is  yet  another  thing  which  stands  out  in  the  comment  made  by  Hlisha, 
and  that  is  he  was  willing  to  look  beyond  the  hordes  of  Syrians  surrounding 
them  and  see  the  power  of  Almighty  God  ready  to  descend  on  their  behalf.  It  is 
always  so  easy  to  look  to  the  strength  of  our  military  and  to  look  to  those  who 
would  lead  us  in  perilous  times.  Listen  to  what  a  stateman  has  said,  (Illus- 

tion  of  Cincinnatus).   Doesn't  that  have  the  ring  o£  authroity  to  it?   Does- 
n't it  show  that  the  man  has  fefe  his  finger  on  the  pulse  beat  of  our  nation? 
It  certainly  does,  but  the  strange  thing  about  it  is  that  it  was  spoken  by  a 
man  named  Cincinnatus  to  the  Roman  Senate  2300  years  ago. 

It  is  wonderful  to  be  able  to  shout  "Hooray  For  Our  Side,"  in  sporting  events 
or  games,  but  the  shout  of  "Hooray  For  Cur  Jide,"  in  the  battles  of  life 
should  be  giving  praise  to  the  guidance  and  authority  of  Almighty  God,  for  with 
His  angels  surrounding  us  on  all  sides  we  can  sense  and  feel  the  victory. 
This  is  what  was  taking  place  with  Hlisha  as  he  was  surrounded  by  the  Syrians. 
In  Psalm  54s7  we  read,  "The  angel  of  the  Lord  encampeth  round  about  those  who 
fear  him,  and  delivereth  them."   In  Hebrews  12:1  we  read,  " './here fore ,  seeing  we 
also  are  compassed  about  with  so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses,"  and  here  we  are 
told  that  these  witnesses  are  angels.  Billy  Graham  in  his  book  entitled, 
_.ngels,"  writes  that  it  is  almost  like  we  are  in  a  lar  e  stadium.   We  the  peop^ 
le  who  are  living  this  life  are  the  ones  who  are  on  the  field  as  the  participant 
and  the  cloud  of  witnesses  are  the  angels  filling  the  grandstands  and  watching 


us  as  well  as  watching  us.  From  all  of  this  then  vie  need  to  have  the  courage 

isha  that  we  may  know  that  although  we  cannot  see  them  with  the  naked  eye, 
ighty  God's  forees  are  all  around  us  to  lead  us  and  help  us. 
(Illustration  of  man  and  little  girl  being  comforted  by  his  hand) 
This  is  the  main  thing  we  need  to  never  forget.   ;e  can  truly  say,  "Hooray  For 
Our  Side,"  because  our  side  contains  the  Lord  and  His  heavenly  host.  We  are 
hever  alone.   Jesus  said,  "I  will  not  leave  you  comfortless,"  and  let  us  rejoice 
that  He  has  not  for  our  side  contains  the  lord,  His  heavenly  host,  our  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ,  and  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit.   So  we  too  like  Elisha,  need 
to  lift  up  our  eyes  to  the  hills,  and  see  there  our  side  assembled. 


(fiTft 
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First  Sunday  After  Pentecost      June  5, 

(Trinity  Sunday) 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C,  Link,  Pastor 

Mrs.  Kay   Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 

Tim  Fry,  Bobby  Shakely  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  FOR  HOLY  COMMUNION  10:00  A.M. 
Prelude       "Pastorale"         A.  Guilmant 
*Processicnal  Hymn  184  "All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  name" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Alternate  Order  of  Communion  Page  32 
Scripture       John  16:  1-15 
Hymn  No.    18S  "Holy  Spirit,  Truth  Divine1' 
•Apostles  Greed 
*Gloria  Patri 
Announcements 
Offering 

Offertnry    <>Hy  Lord  ^d   r«     Howdy  and  Dutch 
Anthem     "The  Heavens  are  Telling"'     Beethoven 
Sermon:  "BLANKET  COVERAGE" 

Communion  Hymn  No.  341   "Here,  0  my  Lord,  I  see  Thee 
face  to  face" 
•Page  33   Alternate  Order  of  Communion 

The  Communion   (Retain  elements  until  all  are  served) 
*Prayer  of  Thanksgiving 
*The  Hymn  of  Thanksgiving    193  "Spirit  of  God1  descent 

upon  my  heart" 
*Benediction 
•Threefold  Amen 
•Postlude  "Improvisation"         Morris 

"Congregation  Standing 

The  Elders  and  Deacons  will  serve  communion  today. 

The  Elders  and  Deacons  will  alao  serve  as  Ushers. 

We  Invite  all  Christians  regardless  of  denomination 

to  partake  of  the  Lord's  supper  with  us. 
Please  fill  out  a  communion  card  so  that  cur  Church's 
records  are  accurate.   You  will  find  them  in  the 
pews 
If  visitors  will  put  either  the  name  and  address  of 
sir  church  or  their  Pastor's  name  and  address  on 
tne  back  of  the  communion  card,  it  will  be  forwarded. 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Tait  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  hy:     Betty  Pfabef 

Ann  Falkner,  and  Patty  HcVilliams. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  162 
^^Hospitalized:   Earl  Wogan  -  Kittanniny  General  Hosp. 
^    Clarence  Wolfe,  GAil  Mittica,  Mrs.  Philip  Snyder 
(Judy)  had  a  baby  boy  -  210  Freeport  Road;  Lester 
Hulick* 
■~pffhis  evening  Holy  Communion  will  be  at  7:30  P.M. 
at  the  Altar. 
Monday  -  7:30  -  Women's  Mary  Prugh  Circle  meeting 
•^  Next  Sunday  Rev.  Roy  L.  Frazier  will  be  here  while 
'    Rev.  &   Mrs.  Link  and  Family  will  be  at  Dale's 

graduation.   We  hope  to  have  a  good  turn  out  for 
Rev.  Frazier1 s  sake. 
■^VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL  -  June  20-23  and  June  27-30 
y^    from  9:00  A.M.  to  11:30  A.M.  -  This  is  for  ages 
3  to  the  Gth  grade.  (Monday  thru  Thurs) 
June  20-23  from  7:30  P.M.  to  9:00  P.M.  -  Youth  and 

^^Adult^TgiS: 

We  are  asking  the  Ladies  to  bake  cookies  for  Vacation 
Bible  School.  A  list  will  be  sent  around  today  - 
please  sign  up  if  you  possibly  can. 
Registrations  for  Vacation  Bible  School  are  in  the 
office.   Please  register  now  for  any  of  these  classes 
that  you  or  your  children  are  wanting  to  attend. 
Pre-registration  is  preferred  so  materials  can  be 
ordered.   Come,  it  will  be  rewarding. 
Confirmation  pictures  are  in  -  please  pick  yours  up 

today  if  you  possibly  can. 
(Don't  forget  to  reserve  June  26  -  Church  in  the  Park 
and  also  the  Picnic  to  follow.   Bring  your  own  chairs. 
Please  do  not  dress  up  for  tftls  -  just  casual  dress. 


* 


When  the  Prelude  music  hegins,  we  should  hegh  to 
meditate  and  commune  with  God  through  the  music ,  and 
through  the  thoughts  the  music  evokes  in  our  hearts* 
In  the  Church  service  it  is  the  Beginning  of  the 
Worship  and  a  time  to  prepare  us  for  Worship. 

done     t//S/f>i. 


I 


) 


"Being  Lead  lo  now" 
Text!  1  Cor  2:13,   .Scripture:  1  Cor  2 

m  'Jcrip  P  expl  main  thrust  his  preach 

Vss  1-2,  P  no  speak  his  wisdom, but  preach  Js  Xp 

(Illus  Church  &  arc!        <ach  Christ  Crucified") 

knew  with  mor  wisd  cum  deair  2  4sak  plain, simpl 
lag  Js  Xp  must  '1  preach  or  Oh  no  stand  4  lone 
preach  done  power  G,not  own  vss  3,4 
(Illus  nu  preach  "i  oong  lerned  men^-Dad  "-.  advice  Gosp) 

1   .'ord  is  wat  men  not  only  need, hut  want 
E  say  Mil  81  :i;iOII=hidden  meaning, privet  club  etc  va  8 
Thoz  accpt  i         terion  of  S,&  reverse  true 
.  underst  all  G  has  in  stor  4  thoz  who  luv  8s  liv 
1-  Him,  vs  9. 

■  o  the  a  thing  2  thos  who  in  Xp  va  10 
>1  kno  inner  man  excep  man  liv  that  lif ,vs  11a 
,         ip  kno  intiinat  things  of  S 
it  only  il  3p  can  giv  2  us. 
Tru  wisd  no  cura  from  man, but  Sp  of  G 
.  aay  cum  freely  from  G 
Sp  world  secular/Sataa  "■   Sp  G=H  3p  permit  2  kno  vail! 
Vs  13, no  wisd  man  but  H  Sp  let  Blievr  compare  3p 
things  2  Sp  things 
Then  op  natural/sp  man,'.':  natural  no  underst  ;3p 
■  ix  apples  &  oranges, never  wan  B 
ral  man  must  3cum  Sp  if  underst  &  kno  Sp  things 
lint  out  vss  14,15 
Word  "  ip-  .lied 

FHEUMA  mean-breath, air ,wind  &  literal  rill  Br  of  G 
Will  sing  last  hymn/'Tireath  on  me  Breath  of  God" 
"2   clos  discorse  by  state  no1  cud  ever  linow  oind  of 
G  or  instruct  Him, 

(.  jt  Blievr  can  TJ  taut  by  G  Bcuz  he  kno  Xp  -  ther4 
can  underst  mind  of  Xp 
This  ;3p  fill  individ 
P  say,  3p  person  Beinc  lead  Bo  Know 
Clllus  "I'm  Ho  Theologian) 

ilo  need  2B  Theologian  2  underst  wat  G  want  us  2  unde 
All  requir  kno  Xp  as  3av,&  seek  2  grow  in  Him 
Must  study  2  sho  self  approv  I'  say  Timothy 

will  instruct  '•.  we  will  kno  wat  G  want  us  2  kne 
Unlik  xm   man  who  no  underst  Camm  we  can  kno  Coram 
is  partak  elements  of  Bred  &   Wine  2  4givenes3  sins 
But  also  in  Tleniemb  of  sacrif  Js  Xp  made  4  us 

xcra  we  a  dealing  not  only  mystical  presence  of 
:p,but  with  presence  of        Ld  us  in2  all 
1  ith. 
Come  let  us  eat  at  His  table. 


"Blanket  Ooveri 
;   ■  ->.  16:9-11 1  Scripture:  John  16:1-15 

b  no  know  intrios,even  confused, but  sum  insurani 
is  call  Blanket  Coverage. 

This  wat  G  did  in  such  way  it  oft  overlooked 
/  -n  2  Scrip  1-  this  morn,Js  expl  2  discips  He  leav 
ill  farewel  it  tak  on  sadness  after  3  yrs,vs  6 
says  must        ,it  necessary  vs  7a 
Clllus  little  girl, Sunday  School, ":  G  send  b],":'et) 
G  cud  no  complet  plan  if  Is  no  go  away  vs 

■lies  how  girl  interp  she  rite  &  we  hav  Bl  G( 
Js  spel  out  duties  H  Sp  &   they  3fold  vs  8 
KJV=  aprove,  ;;v  &,   Liv  B=Convince,Hu  Am  3tand-Coavi< 
This  better.  Hay  convince  sural  2  do  sumthin  &  th« 
listen  &  4get  if  choose 
But  if  tell  them  sumthin  shud  do  '■.  convict  in  hart, 
this),Convic  works  hart, lif  &  no  let  go 
It  nag  thot  canno  B  drown  bottl,or  erase  in  pill 
"  keep  cumin  oak, canno  B  escape  Bcuz  it  from  5 
1=Convict  SUT.vs  9,notic  singular  not  plural=1  Sin 
That  sin  spel  out  vs  9, UNBELIEF 

abuv  all.Bcuz  person  Bliev, accpt  Xp.be  tui 
tvom    »IM  &  Blievs 
a^Ejccxk?  person  hav  4givness  &  this  why  Com/L  Supr 
2=Gonvict  aiteousness,vs  10-tbis  mean  II  Sp  Glorify 
Js  Xp  as  point  va  14. 

3   show  Js  as  sinles,riteous  3  of  G,Incarn,G  fle£ 
'I his  convic  sho  immens  fact  sinlea  pers  exec  4  SIH 
separ  mankind  from  G  (Unbelief) 
Ho  animal  cud  suffice, this  go  on  4  yrs  &  man  still 
sinful  &  unbeliev 
CJ  ust  do  notner  way,&  way  chosen  oonvict  world  rite 
o.l  Ja  Xp,         aaorif  of  gigantic  proportions 

5=Convict  Judgeuent,vs  11-Wat  is  Judg?  A  judg  Bcuz 
princes  this  world  judged, &  here  is  plural  of  A.    : 
.ins  all  kind, steal, cheat,adultery, kill  etc. 
4  Blievr  judg  no  hold  sam  peril  as  4  unbelievr 
"  unbelievr  it  jjudg  2  etern  punish  4  unbelief  wat  G 

did  4  him.   .Jatan  no  need  worry  bout  this  guy 
4  mibelievr  '.atan  try  turn  from  lord, from  reward  cud 
hav 
Judg  not  4  sin, but  things  cud  B  dun  4  Xp.iiin  ommis 
Neglect  read  Bib.no  witness, attend  Worship  :  -row 
itan  seek  advantag  2  turn  us  from  G  if  poss 
iiu,.'  (udg  no  B  worried  bout  by  believrs 

■  aynop  H  .jp  work  &  folio  Ascen  Js.He  cum  mitey 
Vs  12, Js  knew  discips  no  underst  all, but  told  wat  cu 
vs  13,  then  Ja  clos  discorse  vs  15. 


( 

-   on   jpirit  bubs  2  Elievr  He  j: 
Xp   dearar,  Icvsn   nearer,'-.   ..'ord   of   0   clearer, 

share  with  discips 
lord's    jupper.or  Communion  all  about    I          q 
It  occasion  not  only  P.  hav  sins   ^r:iven, 

But   to   draw  near   2  throne   of  Grace   8c  to 

( 

"Do   this   in   .Remembrance   of   Him." 

o  let  vis  eat   bud                   at  His  table. 
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ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Trinity  Sunday  June  5,  197^ 

— ■■  The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 

Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist 

ORDER  FOR  HOLY  COMMUNION  -  7:30  P.M. 

Prelude       "Pastorale"  A.  Guilmant 

*Hymn  No.  198  "Holy,  Holy,  Holy  Lord" 
♦Ascription 
♦Invocation 

Scripture:      1  Corinthians  2 

Offering 

Offertory   (Duet  by  Howdy  and  Dutch)    "My  Lord  and  I" 

Sermon:  "Being  Lead  To  Know" 

Communion  Hymn  193     "Spirit   of  God" 
♦Alternate   Order  of  Communion     Page  32 

The  Communion 
♦Prayer  of  Thanksgiving 

♦Hymn  of  Thanksgiving  191   "Breathe  on  me,    Breath  of  God" 
♦Benediction 
♦Threefold  Amen 

♦Postlude  "Improvisation" 

--------  *Congregation  Standing  ------- 

We   invite  all   Christians   regardless   of  denomination 
to  partake  of  the  Lord's  supper  with  us. 
Please  fill  out  a  Communion  card  so  that  our  Church's 
-ecords  are  accurate.     Yoy  will   find  them  in  the 
L-  receptacle  on  the  back  of  the  pews. 

If  visitors  will  put  either  the  name  and  address  of 
their  church  or  their  Pastor's  name  and  address  on 
the  back  of  the  communion  card,    it  will  be  forwarded. 

After  the  ushers  have  picked  up  the   Communion  cups 
start  toward  the  Altar,   those  who   just  took  Communion 
will  please   rise   &  return  to   seats.      After   all  have 
Communed  and  elements  have  been  covered,   we   will  have 
the   dismissal   once. 

elcone  visitors: 


"Blanket  Coverage" 
Text:  John  16:9-11,   Scripture:  John  16:1-15 

\_aw   sure  that  almost  all  of  us  are  familiar  with  the  insurance  term  of  "Blanket 

Coverage."   I  do  not  profess  to  kbow  all  of  the  intricac  es  of  insurance,  in  fact 

I  am  like  the  average  layman  in  this  field,  utterly  confused,  But  I  do  know  th^t 

the  term  stems  from  the  fact  that  a  certain  type  of  insurance  can  and  does  cover 

all  of  the  specifics  in  a  certain  area.  But  I  would  like  to  use  it  in  the  sense 

that  God  has  provided  mankind  with  a  "Blanket  Coverage  in  s^oesy  such  a  way  that 

it  is  often  overlooked. 

In  our  Scripture  for  this  morning  we  covered  this  item  and  I  would  like  for  us 

to  turn  again  to  this  portion  of  Scripture  as  found  in  the  16th  chapter  of  John. 

Jesus  is  speaking  to  His  disciples  about  being  taken  from  them.   He  was  sharing 

the  news  of  a  farewell,  and  as  all  farewells  it  was  taking  on  a  sense  of  sadness. 

Jesus  knew  this  because  He  had  lived  and  worked  with  these  men  for  5  years  or 

so,  and  it  isalways  difficult  to  sever  personal  relationships  which  have  been 

:ir^aningful. 

Thus  it  is  that  we  read  in  verse  6  that  Jesus  makes  mention  of  their  sadness. 

But  then  He  assures  them  that  it  is  necessary  that  He  do  this,  because  if  He 

didn't  then  Cod  could  not  complete  His  plan  for  those  who  follow  Christ,  and 

live  as  He  taught,  vs  7- 

(Illustration  of  little  girl,  Sunday  3chool  and  Gdd  sending  a  blanket) 

-ardless  of  how  this  little  girl  interpreted  it,  she  was  right.   The  Holy 
Spirit  is  a  blanket  for  our  comfort,  and  He  gives  to  us  "Blanket  Coverage"  for 
all  of  life. 

It  is  at  this  point  that  Jesus  spells  out  the  main  duties  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
vs  S,  and  these  duties  are  threefold,, 

e  need  to  understand  that  this  threefold  duty  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  given  In 
several  words.   The  King  James  reports  it  as"reprove"  and  the  Revised  Standard 
nas  it  as  "Convince,"  as  does  the  living  Bible.  The  Hew  American  'Standard  has 
the  word  which  is  much  better  and  that  is  "Convict."   To  convict  is  much  strong- 
er than  convince.   We  may  convince  someone  that  they  should  do  a  certain  thing, 


-2- 

and  they  will  listen  and  forget  about  it  if  they  choose.   But  if  we  tell  a  person 
c      something  they  should  do  and  they  become  convicted  of  it,  (Jhich  is  what  the 
Holy  Spirit  does  in  the  heart),  the  conviction  worjs  in  the  heart  and  life  of 
that  person  and  will  not  actually  let  him  go.   It  is  a  nagging  thought  or  feeling 
which  cannot  be  drowned  in  a  bottle,  or  erased  by  a  pill  or  drug.  It  will  keep 
coming  b-ck  and  coming  back.   It  cannot  be  escaped  because  it  Is  of  God. 
So  we  see  that  first  of  fell  the  Holy  Spirit  will  convict  a  person  of  sin.te&K 
Not  ce  this  is  singular  and  not  plural,  (vs  9).  There  is  a  definite  reason  for 
this.  Singular  it  points  out  that  there  is  one  SIN.  Hot  plural  Sins,  which  woul 
entail  all  sins  little  and  big.   But  instead  one  SIN.  And  that  Biff  is  spelled  out 
in  the  rest  of  this  verse  9,  "Because  they  texmafc  believe  not  on  me."   'Jhe  BIN 
is  unbelief.   The  number  one  JIN  is  unbelief  and  it  stands  above  all  others  be- 
cause when  a  person  believes  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  accepts  Him  as  their  personal 
Saviour,  that  person  has  all  sins  forgiven,  but  that  person  also  turns  from  BIN, 

unbelief.   After  the  acceptance  the  believer  can  come  to  Christ  and  have  the 
forgiveness  of  sins  committed  since  becoming  a  believer.   This  is  way  we  have 

"union  and  observe  the  Lord's  iupper. 
The  second  thing  the  Holy  Spirit  &he  is  to  do  is  to  convict  the  world  of  Right- 
eousness, vs  10.   This  means  that  Jesus  Christ  is  going  to  be  glorified  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  Jesus  pointed  this  out  In  vs  14.  The  duty  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
will  be  to  show  forth  Jesus  Christ  as  the  sinless,  righteous  Jon  of  God.   God 
Incarnate,  Immanuel,  God  in  the  Flesh.   This  conviction  will  show  the  immensity 
of  the  fact  that  a  sinless  person  suffered  execution  for  SIN.   \gain  we  need  to 
note  that  unbelief  was  what  separated  mankind  from  God.   Man  needed  to  be  re- 
deemed and  it  had  to  be  a  sacrifice.   But  no  type  of  animal  sacrifice  would 
suffice,  because  animal  sacrifices  had  been  going  on  for  years,  and  men  were 
still  as  sinful  and  unbelieving  as  before.   Tius  God  had  to  do  it  another  way. 

a  way  chosen  by  God  ultimately  convicts  the  world  of  the  righteousness  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  makes  His  sacrifice  of  gigantic  proportions. 

The  third  thing  the  Holy  Bpirit  will  do,  will  be  to  convict  thecworld  of  Judge- 
ment, vs  11.   But  what  Judgement?  A  judgement  because  the  prince  of  this  world 


-3- 
is  judged.  Here  we  see  the  plural  of  Sin.   It  becomes  sins,  Sins  of  all  kinds. 

';  you  see  the  prince  of  this  world  is  Satan,  and  he  causes  all  men  to  sin. 
?or  the  believer  the  threat  of  judgement  does  not  hold  the  same  peril  as  ti  it 
does  for  the  unbeliever.  lTor  the  unbeliever  it  is  judgement  to  eternal  punish- 
ment for  his  unbelief  in  what  God  has  done  for  him.  ;'>atan  does  not  need  to 
worry  about  this  fellow  he  has  him  in  his  hip  pocket. 

But  for  the  believer  Satan  must  continue  to  try  to  turn  him  away  from  the  Lord. 
~>o   he  continues  to  plague  the  believer  with  all  of  the  sins  that  turn  him  away 
from  the  rewards  he  could  have  in  God's  kingdom.   You  see,  for  the  believer 
judgement  takes  on  the  form  of  being  judged  not  for  SIN,  but  instead  for  the 
things  which  might  have  been  done  for  Christ.   -or  the  sins  of  ommission  such  as 
neglecting  to  read  the  Bible  to  be  better  able  to  witness  for  Ghirst.   For  ne- 
glecting opportunities  presented  to  us  by  G-od  to  tell  others  of  His  ion,  ?or 
refusing  to  attend  worship  to  Glorify  God,  and  to  grow  in  the  faith  so  we  may 

tter  serve  our  Saviour.   Thus  you  see  it  is  to  Satan's  advantage  to  turn  us 
from  God  iff  possible. 

But  She  judgement  is  not  to  be  worried  about  by  the  believer.  Here  in  synopsis 
form  is  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  world.  And  we  see  that  following  the 
ascension  of  Christ  the      spirit  came  in  a  very  powerful  and  positive  manner. 
Jesus  knew  that  He  could  not  tell  His  disciples  all  that  He  wanted  to  because 
they  could  not  nderstand  it  all  at  this  point,  vs  12e   But  He  shared  with  them 
the  things  He  could  which  He  knew  would  be  self  explanatory  when  they  took 
place,  vs  13.   Jesus  then  closed  this '--discourse  by  saying  that  the  father  wants 
mankind  to  have  all  of  the  good  things  He  has  prepared  for  them,  vs  15 
Dwight  L.  Moody  once  said,  "'.hen  the  Spirit  comes  into  the  believer,  He  makes 
Chrisr  dearer,  Heven  nearer,  and  the  ford  of  God  clearer."   Shis  was  the  hidden 
gem  that  Jesus  was  sharing  with  His  disciples,   'This  is  what  feaana  the  Lord's 
tapper,  or  Communion  really  is  all  about.   It  is  the  occasion  to  come  not  only 
to  have  sins  forgiven,  but  bo  draw  near  to  the  throne  of  Grace,  and  "Do  this  in 
Remembrance  of  Him."   Come,  let  us  eat  and  drink  at  His  Table. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Fourth  Sunday  after  Pentecost       June  26,  1977 
Church  in  the  Park 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 

Ms.  Terry  Morrison,  Guest  Organist 

Mrs.  Cyndie  Sybert  -  Youth  Choir  Director 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  10; 00  A.M. 
Prelude 

♦Opening  Hymn  No.  17  -  Page  9  "WlM*  He  Leads  Me" 

•Ascription 

♦Exhortation 

♦Prayer  of  Confession  (In  Unison)  "Dear  Lord  and  Father 
of  mankind,  forgive  our  foolish   ways.   We  have  sinned 
against  you  and  are  not  worthy  to  be  called  your 
children.   We  have  forsaken  your  way  and  sought  our  own. 
We  have  strayed  from  the  paths  of  righteousness  and  have 
sought  the  easy  road.  Our  lives  are  in  turmoil  because 
of  our  sin.  But  in  our  weakness  we  find  our  strength 
in  you.  In  our  despair  we  find  peace  in  your  love. 
Help  us  Father,  and  forgive  us  once  again  In  the  name  of 
your  .ion .  Amen .  " 

♦Assurance  of  Pardon 
Hymn  No.  40  Page  22  "Blessed  Assurance" 
Morning  Prayers 
Announcements 
Offering 

Offertory 
Hyain  No.  36  -  Page  20   "In  the  Garden" 
Scripture  Reading     1  Chronicles  16:  1-11 
Anthem     "All  Good  Gifts"  from  "Godspell" 

Karen  Maloney,  Liz  Armstrong,  Gordon  Kennedy, 
Lloyd  Link 
Sermon:  "THE  KINGS  PICNIC" 

Prayer 
Lord's  Prayer 

•Closing  Hymn  No.  27  Page  15  "The  Old  Rugged  Cross" 
Benediction 


Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   "Richard  Mangel, 
Don  Kingsley,  Art  Carney,  Gary  Penar  and  John  Dreher. 
Kay  Morris  is  attending  an  organists  and  choir 
director's  conference  in  Winston  Salem,  North  Carolina 
this  week. 
-—?■  Hospitalized:   Mrs.  George  Davis  (Nellie)  and 

Mrs.  Vivian  Bolam.    ob  '©lien's  i'a'j'ior  ,  blood  need 
^*=^  Bible  School  will  continue  far  the  Youth  on  Monday 

thru  Thursday  -  9:00  to  11:30  A.M. 
^rtle  wish  to  Congratulate  Mr.  *  Mrs.  Paul  Ritter 

on  their  54th  Wedding  Anniversary  next  Tues.  June 
28th. 


Dear  Father,  I  give  thee  thanks  for  each  new  day. 
Grant  that  my  first  thoughts  may  be  about  thee.  May 
I  praise  thee  as  the  creator  of  all  life  and  be 
grateful  for  every  blessing  which  comes  from  thy  hands 
of  love. 

As  I  go  forth  into  the  world,  may  I  have  thee  as  my 
companion.  In  the  rush  and  hurry  of  the  day,  may  I 
not  forget  thee.  Wherever  I  am  and  whatever  I  may  be 
doing,  keep  me  aware  of  thy  presence. 

Guide  me  in  all  that  I  say  and  do.  Be  my  guard 
against  anything  that  attacks  the  welfare  of  my  soul. 

Grant  that  I  may  live  in  such  a  way  t'  at  others 
will  see  something  of  Christ  in  me.   Make  me  friendly 
and  helpful  and  loving.  May  some  person  find  life 
brighter  and  better  because  I  have  allowed  my  light 
to  shine  for  thee.   Through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


Welcome  any  visitor:-, : 


^4/      J^s'F 


■m 


"The  King's  Picnic" 
Text:  1  Chron  16:3,  Scripture:  1  Chron  16:1-11 

SciHp  immed  precedtell  irk  from  Obed-Edom  2  Jerus 

t  preped  by  Dav 

eop  happy, joyous, but  I-lichal : expl  thot  Bneath  King, 

made  fool  self  etc. 

m't  sum  peop  think  act  same  way  in  Ch  2day? 

.o  mean  strippers  etc,  thez  R  wrong  &  deserv  criti 

But  shud  B  joy, music, if  hymns  move  clap, tap  feet 

Use  all  music  instru  &  this  wat  Dav  did, cum  2  G  prais 

-" .,w  jrship  arrang,this  aorm  ■  shud  J  dun 

"  2, offers  2  G  in  prais, thanks giv  4-  mak  possible 

Skip  next  vs  &  C  vs4=ministers, priests 

Then  musicians  lined  up  4-  music  of  worship 

All  set:vs  7,Fsalm  thanksgiv  2  G  &  follow  vss  add 

4-  Dav  8c  peop  Is  no  question  shud  worship, all  need  do 

recal  wat  G  dun  4-  them  &  they  recount  &  worship 

flllus  adoration  flow  from  redeem  harts.) 

Ever  moment, ever  day  precious  from  G  &   we  can  prais 

need  2  share  each  thrill  moment  slips  by  so 

quickly  8b  2  thank  G  4-  opp  &  priv  2  enjoy  it 

Deed  taste, feel, enjoy  excite  ours  2  hav  by^G  of  G 

All  hav  moments  disapoint ,disatisf act  lot  of  life, 

But  if  truly  serch  4-  bless  8a  mercies  sent  by  G,we 

can  find  we  richer  than  millionaire. 

Explain  another  eason  we  worship  as  told  2  VBS  adult 

Tell  wat  peop  think  worship  is=ritual, money, preach 

But  uplift, luv  1  another =1  CARE  BOUT  U 

Fellowship  Dav  shar  with  peop,  Vs  3  READ 

With  bred, meat, wine ,U  eat  &  enjoy  2gether 

KJV  say  wine=others=raisin  cake, but  KJV  mor  correct 

Tbis   "  JEjGJ   |      TCNIC 

day  celebrate  Bcuz  Ark, day  2  prais  G,day  4-  fellow 

si      relaxation  around  a  me8l  &  outdoors 

Ther  time;:  8c  places  this  correct  4-  Xpians  2  do 

i  disapprove  Bcuz  3UK 

it  better  way  than  worship  G  outdoors  &  eat  2gethe 

SxBtxpEHg:  peop  say  never  did  B4-, 

DSd  Dav  8s  peope  ever  drag  Ark  bak  2  Jeru  B4-? 

No, took  advantag  of  situ  2  worship  &  prais  G  wen  cud 

This  wat  Xpianity  2B  all  times 

fTllnR  ioyous  choir  and  recessional) 

" This  wat  G  want  from  us 

G  hav  sens  humor, snick  at  us  4-  B  prim, prop  worship 

Insted,IIe  want  us  show  enthus,joy 

He  invit  us  ea,everday  2  KING'  .3  a ;T CHIC ^4-  this  prep 

4-  .   ea  day  our  lives  " 

It  no  picnic  1nce  yr.or  cert  date  .but.,  c&lebrate  ea 
day  we  liv.  It  wonderful  picnic  can  shar  Presenc| 

His  Eon  our  livs  2  giv  us  fun, joy *   ±± 

its  fullest.   Priav  ft  ,to,hqw13  da^r  K  s  iic«4  us  e^° 


"The  King's  Picnic" 

Text:  1  Chronicles  16:3 
Scripture:  1  Chronicles  16:1-11 

The  Scripture  immediately  preceeding  that  which  we  read  this  morning  tells  of 
the  bringing  of  the  Ark  from  the  home  of  Obed-Edom  to  a  tent  which  David  had 
prepared  for  it  in  Jerusalem.   This  event  evoked  from  all  of  the  people  involved 
in  this  episode,  a  sense  of  joy  and  exultation.   But  there  was  also  a  reaction 
from  one  of  David's  wives  which  too  often  finds  its  way  into  the  Church  even 
today,   (iiead  1  Chronicles  15:29).  Here  we  see  the  resentment  which  was, .evident 
in  the  life  of  Ilichal.   In  all  probability  she  felt  a  sense  of  shame  because  of 
her  husbands  actions.   Can't  you  hear  her  saying,  "The  very  idea,  you  the  king 
of  Israel  dancing  and  behaving  like  one  of  your  common  court  servants.   Don't 
fcou  realize  that  today  you  have  not  only  tarnished  your  image  in  the  eyes  of  all 
these  people,  but  you  have  xatzaisksii  acted  in  a  manner  not  becoming  for  our  re- 
ligion." And  isn't  this  the  way  many  people  think  and  feel  even  today?  Haven't 
y   heard  of  or  seen  people  who  get  utterly  frustrated  and  downright  upset  be- 
cause they  think  or  feel  that  we  should  not  do  certain  things  within  the  Chruch 
of  Jesus  Christ?  Now  I  am  not  talking  about  some  of  the  stupid  things  which  have 
come  forth  in  recent  days  like:  strip  tease  dancers  performing  during  the  wor- 
ship service.   Or  psychadelic  lights,  and  loud  music  with  wierd  dances  and  things. 
Vie  could  and  would  look  askance  at  this  type  of  behaviour  in  the  Church.   But 
there  should  be  j*oy  in  worship.   There  should  be  music.   If  the  hymns  are  moving 
there  is  nothing  wrong  with  the  congregation  clapping  their  hands  or  tapping 
their  feet.  There  is  nothing  wrong  with  using  all  sorts  of  musical  instruments 
other  than  pianod  and  organs.   In  other  words  there  is  nothing  wrong  with  people 
getting  involved  in  the  worship  service  to  the  estent  that  they  are  moved  by  it. 
This  is  all  that  ^avid  was  guilty  of,  and  in  no  way  should  he  have  been  censured 

by  his  wife. 

if  the  hymns  or  anthems  so  move  you,  clap  your  hands,  and  tap  your  feet  and 
come  into  the  presence  of  the  Lord  with  joy  and  thanksgiving. 
But  there  are  two  other  things  which  Bavici  lined  up  to  praise  the  Lord.   They 


-2- 
were  in  a  set  sequence  in  our  Scripture,  but  I  would  like  to  reverse  the  oninier 
o;'   hem. 

e  look  again  at  this  Scripture,  we  see  that  first  the  Ark  was  brought  into 

(vs  1) 
the  tent  or  the  appointed  place  for  it.  Ibis  is  the  normal  thing.  We  arrange 

for  a  certain  time  and  a  certain  place  in  which  to  get  together  to  worship  God. 
Ihen  the  offerings  to  God  in  praise  and  thanksgiving  for  making  this  possible 
take  place,  vs  2, 

Then  I  would  like  to  skip  over  the  next  verse  and  come  instead  to  the  following 
verses  in  which  we  see  the  organization  of  Ministers  and  priests,  vs  4-.  Then 
David  lined  up  the  musicians  to  arrange  the  music  for  this  worship.  The   priests 
and  ministers  were  now  in  place  and  the  musicians  were  assembled,  and  so  David 
begins  the  worship  with  a  Psalm  taaxSsii  of  thanksgiving  to  God,  vs  7.  following 
the  few  verses  we  read  of  this  rsalra  of  David  follows  a  few  more,  all  telling  of 
the  wonderful  things  God  has  done  for  them  in  the  past. 

avid  and  for  she  people  of  Israel  it  was  never  a  question  of  if  they  should 
worship.   All  they  needed  to  do  was  to  recall  what  God  had  done  for  them  in  the 
past  and  recount  this  in  the  form  of  praise  and  they  had  a  worship  service  going. 
(Illustration  of  Adoration  of  God  flowing  from  Redeemed  Hearts) 

We  need  to  all  be  aware  that  every  waking  moment  of  every  sta  day,  is  a  precious 
moment  in  which  we  can  Praise  the  lord.   We  need  to  share  in  e&e  each  thrilling 
moment  that  slips  by  so  quickly,  and  to  thank  God  for  the  opportunity  and  privi- 
lege to  enjoy  it.   We  nee<:  to  taste  and  feel  the  very  excitement  that  is  ours 

very 
to  have  by  the  Grace  of  God.     all  have  our  moments  of  idsappointment  and  dxs- 

datisf action  with  our  lot  in  life  at  times.  Yet,  if  we  truly  seek  Has  and  search 
for  the  blessings  and  mercies  sent  to  us  each  day,  we  can  find  that  we  are  richer 
than  the  richest  millionaire  walking  the  face  of  the  earth. 

And  this  adds  one  more  reason  why  we  should  worship  God.  '/e  talked  about  this 
a.  our  Adult  Vacation  Bible  School  this  past  week.  Most  of  us  look  at  worship 
as  merely  a  means  to  come  together  and  go  through  a  certain  ritual  each  Sunday 
morning.  There  are  still  others  who  look  upon  it  as  a  means  whereby  we  can 
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separate  people  from  some  of  their  money.   Then  there  are  others  who  look  upon 
i-'  is  the  biggest  drag  in  the  world,   nan,  who  wants  to  go  and  listen  to  some 
people  try  to  sing,  and  a  preacher  read  from  an  outdated  booh,  and  then  tali 
down  to  us  for  20  minutes  to  a  half  hour  about  how  he  thinks  we  should  live. 
But  how  many  of  you  have  ever  thought  of  worship  as  a  means  whereby  we  help  one 
„nother  at  different  times  on  different  levels? 

If  you  haven't  you  should.   Perhaps  you  arise  on  a  given  ounday  and  you  are  down 
because  of  reasons  which  only  you  know.  You  do  not  feel  like  going  to  Church 
but  somehow  or  other  the  urge  is  there  to  do  so.  And  so  you  pack  up  yourself 
and  your  family  and  awry  you  go.   When  you  arrive  you  seat  yourself  in  the  old 
familiar  part  of  the  sanctuary  where  you  always  sit,  and  someone  there  may  begin 
to  converse  with  you.   You  may  not  realize  it  at  the  time  itot  but  quite  often 
that  person  will  be  able  to  pick  p  your  spirits  and  help  you  over  the  rough  spot 
for  that  day.   Perhaps  at  another  time  you  are  able  to  uplift  someone  else. 

see,  this  is  another  large  part  of  what  worship  really  is.   It  is  one  person 
loving  another  person  and  saying  in  the  midst  of  their  afflictions  and  sorrows 
and  ills  of  this  life,  "I  care  about  you."   And  it  all  comes  about  because  you 
want  to  adore  God  by  worsttipi  g  Him. 
But  there  was  one  other  thing  which  King  David  shared  with  his  people  and  that 

was  fellowship.   If  we  read  the  3rd  verse  of  our  Scripture  this  morning,  we  can 

loaf 

see  how  he  did  this.   ("ead  this  verse).  Now  what  would  you  do  with  a  jixeks  of 

bread,  a  piece  of  meat,  and  ax  some  wine.   At  this  point  I  should  point  out  that 
the  KJV  has  wine  and  the  other  newer  versions  insert  a  cake  of  raisins.   The 
KJV  probably  comes  closer  to  it  than  the  others  because  of  the  fact  that  the 
Jews  were  exactly  like  us  in  that  they  drank  something  with  their  meals  as  we 
do.   Water  was  not  as  good  and  plentiful  as  it  is  for  us,  and  so  they  drank  wine 
with  their  meals.   The  Last  .upper  of  Jesus  is  a  good  case  in  point. 

what  all  of  this  amounts  to  is  that  David  set  before  the  Jewish  people  the 
King's  picnic.  It  was  a  day  in  which  there  was  celebration  because  of  the  Ark 
at  long  last  coming  to  rest  in  a  prepared  tent  in  Jerusalem.   It  was  a  day  in 
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which  they  worshiped  God  and  praised  Hid  name  for  all  of  His  wonderful  deeds 
t   md  for  then.   And  it  was  a  day  of  relaxation  and  simple  fellowship  around  a 
meal  and  in  the  out  of  doors. 

what  all  of  this  has  led  me  to  think  about  is  that  there  are  times  and  places 
where  this  is  in  order  for  Christians  to  do.  I  know  there  are  some  who  heartily 
disapprove  of  this  because  it  is  on  Sunday  and  we  have  no  business  holding  a 
picnic  on  a  Sunday.   But  tell  me,  what  better  day  to  worship  God  out  of  doors 
and  then  to  meet  together  as  a  family  of  God  around  a  common  meal  than  Gunday? 

re  are  those  who  are  upset  because  we  have  never  done  this  before  and  they 
are  not  in  complete  agreement  with  floing  this.   But  tell  me,  "Did  the  people  of 
Israel  ever  drag  the  Ark  back  to  Jerusalem  before  and  have  the  opportunity  to 
worship  in  this  fashion,  and  to  eat  and  fellowship  together  like  this?"   The 
answer  is  of  course  they  didn't.   They  took  advantage  of  any  and  all  opportunities 
to  come  together  as  fellow  believers  and  lovers  of  God. 

-  is  what  we  need  to  do  with  our  Christianity  at  all  times. 
(Illustration  of  joyous  choir,  high  heel  in  register,  and  finally  man  falling  In) 
This  is  what  the  Lord  really  wants  from  us.   I  believe  that  God  not  only  has  a 
wonderful  sense  of  humor,  but  I  also  believe  that  lie   gets  a  few  snickers  out  of 
our  feeble  efforts  to  be  so  staid  and  proper  in  our  worship  and  coming  together. 
Instead,  He  wants  us  to  join  in  all  things  whole-heartedly  with  enthusiasm  and 
joy.   He  invites  us  each  and  everyday  of  our  lives  to  the  "King's  Picnic.1'  For 
you  see  the  "King's  Picnic"  has  been  prepared  for  us,  for  each  day  of  our  lives. 
Iy  is  not  a  picnic  that  only  comes  around  onee  a  year,  or  is  on  a  certain  date. 
But  rather,  it  is  to  be  celebrated  and  enjoyed  each  day  we  live.  It  is  a  icnic 
in  which  we  can  n:now  the  wonderful  presence  of  His  Son  in  our  lives  to  give  us 
the  fun  and  joy  to  live  each  moment  to  its  fullest.   Today  and  everyday  Is  the 
day  of  the  King's  ]  Icnic,  for  each  of  us  to  enjoy. 


ST-  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHBIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Fifth  Sunday  After  Pentecost  July  3,  1977 

The  Rfcv.  Halph  c.  Link,  Minister 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Ellen  Master,  Mary  Dellen  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  10; 00  A.M. 
Prelude        "Fugue  on  "America"  Thayer 

♦Processional  Hymn  No*  443  "0  beautiful  for  spacious  skies" 
♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
^Exhortation 

♦Confession  (In  Unison)  "Eternal  Father,  we  want  you  to 
love  us;  but  we  have  not  yet  learned  how  to  love  each 
other,  even  those  who  are  as  close  to  ub  as  our  own 
families.   We  are  quick  to  see  another's,  faults,  but  we 
are  insensitive  to  their  feelings-   We  hear  others  speak, 
but  we  do  not  listen  to  the  deeper  meanings  which  under- 
line their  words*  We  pass  by  those  who  carry  heavy 
burdens  of  vorrj,   w&  could  share,  and  we  pay  no  attention. 
We  are  deaf  and  blind*  careless  and  selfish*   Forgive  us 
Father,  for  our  unnumbered  sins;  and  teach  us  to  love 
others  in  the  true  spirit  of  our  Lord  Jesus*   Amen," 
•Kyrie    (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

♦Pastor:   "0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
♦Doxology   NO.  551 
Scripture:        2   Chronicles   30;  1-12 
Hymn  No.  441    "My  county   *tis  of  thee1' 
♦Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory:  ,fThe  Lord's  My  Shepherd"    Young 
Anthem     "The  linage  of  God"    John  Peterson 
Von  Maloney,  Siprano 


Sermon:         "THE  SAME  OLD  TUNE" 

Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Hymn  No.   63    "Our  God,  our  htlp  in  ages  past" 

Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postlude:   'Recessional  on  "St«  AnneHI  *     Young 

--_ •Congregation  Standing 

The  lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr,  &  MPs.  Nick  Nohach  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Allen  Botacchi,  John 

Redman,  Dan  Bosko,  Robert  Knauer,  Charles  Pcnar, 
Deaconess  Joan  Master  will  greet  the  Congregation  at 

the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Barb  Andrews  and 

Jane  Andrews. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  in  the  Park  was  133. 
^^  Hospitalized:   Mr.  Earl  Wogan,  Mrs.  George  Davis 

(Nellie)  -  Butler  Co.  Memor.  Hospital. 
^^  Our  congratulations  to  Mr.  &   Mrs*  George  Pflugh  on 

their  24th  Wedding  Anniversary  —  tomorrow,  July  4th. 
J^^Wed.  -  July  6  -  Council  He  iting  at  7:30  P.M. 
**^       Thurs*  -  The  Newsletter  will  be  published  -  please 

have  all  material  in  by  Wednesday. 
We  wish  you  a  happy  and  safe  4th  of  July. 


TO  DEDICATE  *!Y  LIFE 

To  build  a  life  that's  clean,  upright,  secure, 

Clod's  Temple  that  will  through  the  years  endure; 

To  walk  courageously,  steadfast  and  sure; 

This  is  my  prayer. 

To  teach  a  war-torn  world  the  fruits  of  peace; 

To  plead  that  cruelty  and  hate  must  cease. 

That  earth  might  see  goodwill  and  love  increase; 

This  is  my  prayer. 

To  dedicate  my  life,  my  all 

To  Christ,  and  then  In  answer  to  His  call, 

Be  faithful  to  each  task — the  large,  the  small; 

This  is  my  prayer. 

— Gecrge  W.  Wiseman 

jelcoue  visitors; 


he  lame  Old  'Me" 

../ex'.::      "on.  30:10,    srip«  2  Chron.  30:1-12 

(II?  -,  B  Graham  and  burden  ±m   for  I-la-rilyn  flnnpna^ 


exwQp  put  off  wat  need "B  dun^not  excep,but  ruXe 
May  Scrip  cud  expand  sever  thing, but  1  I  exapnd, 
concern  messenger  of  Hezekiah 
He   v/ant  peop  cum  "bak  2  G-,&  Passover ,vss  1-2 

'■HI      II  T]||     .11         WIWI      II  II  fill.  JIM 

ys  ba  messenger  sent  out: 

_fip-Q,TOessa£?e  itself ,. Explain  call  2  ./orship  etc 
"  iOran^-TFi-p  to  the  message=oame  Old  Tune, yeah, yeah  et 
Did  pffop  pay  heed?  3um  did, sum  din't,3/xx  Is,  downhill 
;ie,na  .;ion, church, peop  stand  xroad  Xevival  or  Disaster 
aplacency  rampant  ■*=  JjA  /?-n,r&f  :  TR ben  M&  /?* 

Words  mean  same =Indif f, unconcern, letharg, lazy, lackadai 
Nero=fi     on  burn=Americans  out  2  lunch, or  gon  fish 
Clllus  Uev«  Jackopson  &  England) 
Kxplain  3hirl  I  G  1st  hand.  &  U^i  "25  yrs  same 

watch  close  &  2  wks  letter  2  Edit  yng  men  Marxism 
tcv.  Jackopson  say  Ens, rite  here  Butler  B  espoused 
viher  cum  from?  Warp  teach, pub  schoool, College  etc 
This  happ  cause  we  complac ,ignor  &  hope  go  away 

;  pers  no  want  B  bother, just  so  they  can  relax  etc 
Compac  in  Ch,cum  if  feel,giv  if  feel, send  kids  IF 
3ign  up  VBo,no  show, cookies , no  giv, commit  &  no  follow 
Z   prom  individ, shrug  off  &  4got,but  not  G 
Day  of  reckon  4  nation, 4  Ch,&  4  ourselves 
1  may  sound  lik  "Jame  Old  Tune."  but  better  B  reddy 
2  pay  piper  wen  over 
Only  1  anser  2  probs  nation, Ch,C:  selves,  that  anser 
whether  lik  or  no=Js  Xp 
He  sav=I  All  l/AY 
lie  -\o  say, line oln, Jeff  ,Garter  the  way 

_  say  I  A         ,   mean  only  way  2  liv  thru  Him 
Sow  compar  nation  as  whole?  Duz  America  folio  Xp? 
Answer  sel-evident=(r  ,1na  fflYTVft  ft,  VriYBilffi) 

is  skua  -cell  us  wher  America  stand  with  Xp 

frit]   a>'""'1-  filn7   ^.ijp" 'Fr>'l,1  n  XP? — Homo sex  ordain  anser 

tfpjh    ghmit    ns    peTftrnnal  ?       ftnsftr    self-evid   wen   C    ha^f 

hart  commit  many  of  congreR 
(Jiitjf -^giv/serv  if  feel  1:Lk  ^'^  quit  frank  not  2  oft 

Handwrit  on  wall  friends, red  this  morn  messeng  sent 
out  2  call  peop  bak  2  G  among  peop  Is. 

R  U  going  laff  &  mock  Bcuz  1nce  again  it  2  U,  "The 
-nr  Old  Xks   Tune?" 

G  -~id  we  shud  do.   Insted.,  G  grant  that  we  turn 
this  day  from  our  way  2  His 


"The  oame  Old  Tune" 
Dext:  2  Chronicles  50: -10,   Scripture:  2  Chronicles  50:1-12 

n 

I3NT0  ZEBULU1T:    BIT  iCORN,    AND  MOC]    33         M." 

(Illus  of  Billy  Graham  and  burden  to  call  Marilyn  Monroe) 

Read  story  of  rich  young  ruler  and  Jesus,  Matthew  19:16-22.   Here  we  see  a  very 

sad  example  of  putting  off  until  later  what  needs  to  be  done  now.  This  is  the 

common  trend  today.   It  is  not  the  exception,  hut  the  rule. 

There  are  several  things  we  could  expand  upon  concerning  our  Scripture  for  thi* 

morning.   But  the  one  which  I  would  like  to  expand  is  concerning  the  treatment 

of  the  messengers  sent  by  Hezekiah. 

What  Hezekiah  had  in  mind  was  to  call  the  people  back  to  the  observance  of  the 

Feast  of  the  Passover.  But  more  importantly  the  king  had  counseled  with  his 

leaders  and  had  determined  that  the  people  needed  to  come  back  to  the  worship 

of  Sod.   It  was  determined  that  in  order  to  get  this  message  to  the  people, 

nr  sengers  were  to  be  sent  throughout  all  the  land,  vs  6a. 

The  message  contained  said,  vs  6h-9.   The  message  was  a  call  back  to  the  vital 

worship  of  Almighty  God.   But  the  result  of  this  was  that  the  messengers  were 

received  with  scorn  and  derision,  vs  10.   The  reaction  to  this  message  was  much 

like,  "It's  the  oame  Old  Tune."   "We  have  heard  all  of  this  before.   Yeah,  we 

our 
know  that  if  we  do  not  get  back  to  God  kha  whole  little  world  is  going  to  col- 
lapse at  our  feet.   We  know  that  if  we  do  not  begin  to  worship  God  as  we  should 
that  lie   is  going  to  destroy  us  and  deliver  us  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies. 
..g  have  heard  this  tune  over  and  over  again." 

But  did  they  pay  heed  to  it?   iome  of  them  did  and  some  of  them  didn't.   Hezekiah 
was  a  :ood  king,  and  was  able  to  brins  partial  reform  to  Israel.   But  following 
him  they  continued  to  go  down  hill.   We  as  a  nation,  as  a  congregation,  and  as 
individuals  need  to  take  heed  to  this  message  today.   Our  nation  stands  at  the 
c   ssroads  of  revival  or  disaster. 

are  In  the  midst  of  a  period  of  such  extreme  compaacency  that  if  we  turn 
from  it,  it  will  be  a  miracle.   Have  you  ever  thought  of  the  words  and  term;-. 
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it  mean  much  the  same  thing  in  our  english  language?  For  the  condition  which 
cv   ently  pia  is  plaguing  us  we  have  the  words  compaceney,  indifference,  unconcern 
lackadaisical  attitude,  lethargy,  laziness  and  a  few  others.   The  old  saying  was 
that  Nero  fiddled  while  Rome  burned,  meaning  of  course  that  he  took  no  steps  to 
correct  the  problem.  This  is  about  where  we  stand  today  as  a  nation.   We  are 
confronted  on  all  sides  by  perils  that  seek  to  engulf  us  and  enslave  us,  but  for 
the  most  part,  Americans  are  out  to  lunch  or  gone  fishing. 


(Illustration  Rev.  Jackopson  of  England) 

'./hat  makes  all  of  this  so  formidable  to  me  is  the  fact  that  in  1972  Shirley  and 
I  were  on  a  seminar  in  England  looking  at  the  Church  at  that  time.   "rom  all  of 
the  clergy  and  leaders  we  encountered  in  our  group  there  was  an  open  admission 
that  x^Kisract  religion  in  England  was  on  the  decline.   Vast  cathedrals  were  empty 
or  nearly  empty  on  Sunday  and  all  week.   But  the  thing  which  made  all  of  this 
more  startling  was  the  fact  that  all  of  these  people  voiced  the  same  opinion. 

it  opinion  was  that  England  and  America  are  very  similar.  The  only  diffference 
being  that  England  experiences  the  situation  first,  and  then  America  goes  through 
the  same  situation.   They  told  us  that  in  20  to  25  years  America  would  have  the 

a   religious  problem.   1  have  to  agree  with  them,  for  I  have  been  watching  this 
decline  since  then.   But  what  frightenes  me  even  more  is  that  within  the  past  2 
weeks  I  have  read  2  letters  to  the  editor  in  the  Butler  Eagle  from  2  young  men 
who  write  to  tell  us  that  Capitalism  is  not  what  we  need  right  now,  but  Marxism. 


-3- 
Rev.  Jackopson  Taas  stated  this  is  ta  ing  place  in  England,  and  here  in  little 
P   ler  we  have  the  same  ideas  being  espoused.   How  where  did  these  young  men  get 
these  ideas?  They  certainly  were  not  horn  into  them,  they  were  implanted  by 
some  of  the  Harped  teaching  and  instruction  that  is  taking  place  within  our 
public  schools,  and  in  our  state  run,  and  private  institutions  of  higher  learn- 
ing.  But  you  see,  this  is  what  I  am  saying.   We  are  so  indifferent,  so  compacent 
that  we  are  ignoring  these  things  in  the  hopes  that  they  will  go  away.   The  av- 
erage citizen  doesn't  want  to  get  involved  in  what  text  books  are  in  the  schools. 

e  doesn't  want  to  know  what  his  children  are  learning  in  school.   Just  so  they 
are  out  of  sight  and  he  or  she  can  relax  and  take  it  easy. 

..e  have  become  so  complacent  in  our  Churches  that  we  do  not  bother  to  commit 
ourselves  or  our  families  to  anything  in  the  church.   If  I  feel  like  coming  I 
will  cone.   If  I  feel  like  giving  I  will  give.   If  I  feel  like  sending  my  kids 
I  will  send  them.  People  sign  up  to  teach  Sunday  School,  or  Vacation  Bible 

:ool,  and  never  bother  to  show  up.   People  sign  up  to  bake  cookies  or  provide 
something  for  the  Church  and  never  bother  to  honor  that  pledge.   They  never  re- 
alize that  God  does  not  take  these  things  lightly.   If  you  promise  an  individual 
you  will  do  something  and  then  do  not  do  it,  that  person  probably  will  shrug  it 
off  as  forgetfulness,  or  disinterest.  But  when  you  promise  God  something  my 
friends,  you  better  take  It  seriously,  because  He  does.   There  is  going  to  be  a 
day  of  reckoning  and  it  may  take  a  form  we  do  not  really  desire  or  want,  for  our 
nation,  for  our  Churches  and  for  ourselves. 

All  of  this  may  sound  like  "The  Game  Old  Tune,"  but  we  better  get  ready  to  pay 
the  piper  when  it  is  over.   There  is  only  one  answer  to  'the  problems  of  our 
nation,  of  our  churches  and  of  ourselves.  That  answer  whether  we  like  It  or 
not  is  Jesus  Christ,   Jesus  Himself  said, II  am  the  way."   He  didn't  say  that 
Lincoln  was  the  way,  or  Jefferson  was  the  way  or  Carter  was  the  way.   He  said, 
'k_  an  the  way."   That  meant  that  the  only  way  to  live  is  through  Him.   How  does 

this  compare  with  our  nation  as  a  whole?   Hoes  America  follow  Christ?   I  think 

self- 
the  answer  is  evident. 
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( Illustration  of  Larry  Flynt  and  Rev.  Roy  1  rivetter  as  men  of  year) 

-;  should  tell  us  where  America  stands  today  as  far  as  following  Ohriat  as  the 
of  life. 

;  about  the  church?  J)oes  it  follow  Christ  as  the  tfay?  &gain»  I  believe  the 
answer  is  self-evident  when  we  see  the  ordaining  of  homosexuals  as  ministers 
which  is  completely  contr  ry  to  .-Scripture . 

What  about  us  personally?   I  believe  agin  the  answer  is  self-evident  when  I  see 
the  half-hearted  commitment  of  many  of  this  congregation.   We  come  if  we  feel 
like  it,  we  give  i      'eel  like  it,  we  nerve  if  we  feel  like  it,  and  quite 
frankly  it  isn't  too  often  that  we  seem  to  feel  like  it. 

The  handwriting  is  on  the  wall  my  x±±«Bi±s  friends.   We  read  fckxxm  this  morning  of 
the  messengers  sent  out  to  call  the  people  back  to  God  among  the  people  of  Israel. 

t  they  laughed  them  to  scorn  and  mocked  them."   Are  gou  going  to  laugh  and 
mock  because  you  have  heard  the  call  to  cone  back  to  God  through  Jesus  Christ? 
a       you  going  to  laugh  and  mock  because  once  again  it  is  to  you,  "The  Same  Id 
Tune?"    God  forbid  that  we  should  do  this.   Instead,  God  grant  that  we  turn 
this  day  from  our  way  to  His. 


ST.  PAUL"S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Sixth  Sunday  After  Pentecost       July  10,  1977 
The  REv.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Ellen  Master,  Mary  Dellen  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  10:00  A.H. 
Prelude     Fanfare  on  "Onward  Christian  Soldiers"  Young 
♦Processional  Hymn  Ho.  286  "Who  is  on  the  Lord's  side?" 

♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  God,  our  Father,  you  know 
that  we  all  face  the  temptations  of  life.  You  know 
that  many  times  we  are  turned  on  by  the  world  and 
turned  off  by  religion  and  the  Church.  You  know  that 
we  do  not  want  to  discipline  ourselves  to  a  love  that 
demands  obedience.  But  you  also  know  that  since  we 
are  human,  we  can  only  resolve  our  problems  and  our 
difficulties  through  you.  Help  us  in  our  weakness  to 
become  strong,  and  in  the  midst  of  our  sins  to  find 
forgiveness.  Hear  us  now,  and  let  ub  hear  your  wispered 
"Go  and  sin  no  more."  Through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen." 
•Kyrie     (Chcir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
*Praise 

•Pastor:   'Q  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology   No.  551 
Scripture:        2  Chronicles  14 
Hymn  No.  2Z6   "Dear  Lord  and  Father  of  mankind" 
•Affirmatiin  of  our  Faith    (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory:       "Meditation"         Massenet 
Solo:      "On  the  Willows?    Schwartz  - 
i  Sung  by   Cyndie  Sybert  -  Soporano 

; 


Sermon:        "3  Ply" 

Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Hymn  Ho.  271    "0  Jesus,  I  have  promised" 

Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Ajnen 

Organ  Postlude:     Postlude  on  "Hyfrydol" 

*Congregation  Standing 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Robert  Tait  and  Family  to  the  "GLory  of 

God" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  "Wally  Feder,  John  Snow, 

Mont  MacKinney,  Herb  Shearer  and  Steve  Vargo. 
Elder  and  Mrs.  Paul  Riemer  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Brad  and  Judy  Vinroe 

and  Robin  Knauer. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  133. 
j — Hospitalized:   Mrs.  George  Davis  (Nellie)  Mrs  Lillian 

:  dc_Jic  jflT'TBh  baby 

-We  wish  to  Congratulate  Mr.  4  Mrs.  James  Maloney  on 

their  30th  Wedding  Anniversary  on  July  12  (Tuesday) 

Karen  Maloney  said  to  tell  the  Congregation  that  her 
Father  is  doing  real  goad  and  he  is  still  in  the 
Harmerville  Rehabilitation  Center.   He  appreciated  the 
get  well  cards  and  prayers. 

A  "Thank  You"  note  was  received  by  Kay  for  Choir,  but 
since  they  are  not  together  on  Sundays  during  the 
Summer  we  will  put  it  in  the  bulletin.  "Thank  you 

very  much  for  the  beautiful  'garden'.   In  times  like 

this,  it's  nice  to  hear  from  your  friends."  Love 

"Dutch" 

The  Flower  chart  will  be  passed  around  this  morning 
in  an  attempt  to  fill  it  completely.  Please  do  not 
sign  the  one  in  the  Narthex  this  morning  -  so  we  will 
not  have  a  mix-up  and  two  different  people  signing  for 

the  same  Sunday.  Please  return  the  paper  being  passed 

to  either  the  Pastor  or  Bea. 

We  have  an  afghan  in  the  Secretary's  office  that  has 
been  here  for  months.  If  it  was  a  present  for  me  - 
I  love  it.  If  it  is  for  someone  else  please  let  us 
know  what  to  do  with  it. Bea 

y]  -.,_■:  -  _■•    Hemes  19  birtl  lay 

rfelc  ■  '  ibrs: 


FIRST  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 
(United  Church  of  Christ) 
Gaylord,  Michigan 


August  7,  1977 


Morning  Worship  10:00 


Prelude         Meditation        Davidson 
Flute,  organ-Del  Huff man, Georgia  Respecki 

The  Lighting  of  the  Candles 

♦Processional  Dear  Lord  and  Father       3^1 

•Call  to  Worship,  Invocation,  Lord's  Prayer 
Mr.  Adam  Kennedy 

•Itttroit  The  Lord  Is  in  His  Holy  Temple-  Root 
Unison  Reading  Isaiah  55  120,  5^3 
Scripture  Reading       II  Chronicles     1* 

•Hymn  of  Devotion  In  Christ  There  Is     41* 

Call  to  Prayer-  Silent  Prayer-  Pastoral 
Prayer-  Response-0  Thou  Who  Hearest-  Atkn'n 

Parish  Calendar 

Offertory    Waltz  in  A  Flat         Brahms 

Miss  Elizabeth  Forshew,  harpist 
•Doxology  and  Prayer  of  Dedication 

Anthem    Blessed  Art  Thou  Haydn 

Church  Choir-  Irene  Steiner,  director 

Sermon  Three  Ply 

Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link 
St.  Paul's  United  Church  of  Christ 
Butler,  Pa. 

•Recessional  These  Things  Shall  Be       4-50 

•Benediction  and  Amen 

Postlude 

•the  people  standing 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Candlelighters-  Dawn  and  Gary  House;  Bell 
Ringer-  Debbie  House. 

It  is  our  pleasure  to  have  Miss  Elizabeth 
Forshew,  talented  ; oung  Gaylord  musician, 
with  us  this  morning.   Elizabeth,  who  came 
to  Gaylord  with  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Forshew,  from  Birmingham,  has  been 
playing  the  harp  about  five  years.  We  are 
grateful  to  her  for  consenting  to  play  for 
us. 

A  welcome  to  the  Rev.  Ralph  Link  of  Butler, 
Pa.,  a  visitor  to  northern  Michigan  this 
month.  Mr.  Link  has  been  pastor  of  St.  Paul  s 
Church,  a  church  of  57^  members,  since  1973. 
It  is  good  to  have  him  with  us  and  we  hope 
that  he  and  his  family  find  their  vacation 
an  enjoyable  one. 

Coffee  after  the  service  in  the  Parish  House 
courtesy  of  Senior  Choir.   Open  to  all. 
11:10  a.m.  today:  Junior  Choir  rehearses  in 
the  church  auditorium. 

Vernie  (Mrs.  Gordon)  Neithercut  of  Alpena, 
member  of  our  conference  Christian  Nurture 
committee,  will  meet  with  Christian  Educa- 
tion personnel  and  church  officers  Thursday 
at  7  as  a  first  step  in  a  program  to  streng- 
then our  total  Christian  nurture  endeavor. 

Meeting  of  the  Trustees  Thursday,  7  p.m., 
meeting  part  of  the  evening  with  the  above 
program  and  partly  to  transact  their  own 
business. 

Next  Sunday,  August  14:   memorial  service 
for  Mrs.  Isaacs  at  the  church  at  2  p.m. 
Wednesday,  August  1?:  meeting  of  Guild, 
Potluck  at  6:30,  Rev.  Murdale  Leysath,  new 
North  area  conference  associate  minister 
speaker. 


"3  Ply" 

Text:  2  Chron  14:11 

ply: stand  4  strength, wood, tires, cloth, garb  bags 
lik  2  sho  ea  Blievr  need  3  Plys 
v   very  depress  times, very  littl  2  say  that  gud, 
.'  II,Gabe  Heater  &  Gud  News  2nite=gud  news  4  Is 
Was  King  Asa 
He  reign  41  yrs,serv  L  faithful  etc=vss  2-5 
Bilt  nation  &  army  580M  vss  6-8 
I eace  short  liv  vs  9 
Asa  march  against  tho  odds  2  to  1=vs  10 
only  thing  go  4  him=Faith  in  G  &  3  ELY  as  seen  vs  11 

^1__    .  i^Tj   Lord: 

wrong=take  name  ijord  in  vain;Iiy  God  etc  2day 
right=Call  on  G  &  mean  it  like  Asa 
(Illus  Dr.  Scroggie  So  girl  Acts  10: 14, not  so  &  Lord) 
Can  no  3  both, must  B  uncond  surrend  2  Lshmp  &  rule  G 
Then  G  can  bgin  work  in  us,&  not  B4 
Asa  did, he  no  cry  complain  odds  against 
ite  ,he  call  on  Lord f READ  AGAIN 
#2-LEANING  ON  G0D=ask  G  4  help, no  hesitation, positiv 

Show  complete  trust  in  God 
(Illus  Miss  Fisk  and  lean  on  Xpian  woman) 
This  wat  G  want  from  ea  us,LHAN  compl  on  Him 
He  no  want  us  lean  litely  Bcuz  we  afraid  2  burder 
He  wants  our  complete  LEANING 
#5-TIELD=No  half  hearted  trust  &  faith 
Full  blown  faith  of  man  of  God 
__  Man  who  knew  need  G  help  this  instance  &  all  lif 
He  acknowledge  "THOU  ART  OUR  GOD" 
(Illus  tents  &  evangel  message  &  no  compromise) 
Need  all  lern  this  lesson  &  that  is  no  compro  world 
y  mean  ridicul:shun  by  famly,relativ, friend; 
May  even  mean  loss  iob=Anita  Bryant 
But  must  do  &  YIELD  completely, 
Must  let  His  will  Bcum  our  will, let  guid,lead 
us  each  step  of  way, each  day 
Here  R  "3  PLYS"  add  them  2gether  C-  0  hav  stron  formu 
4  all  of  life 

k  1st  initial  ea  word,P=prayer  ,L=Lean,Y=yielcl 
U  spell  PLY 
Hay  God  giv  us  the  courag  of  a  King  Asa  2  hav  thez 
3  Plys  in  each  of  our  lives 
But  more  importantly, may  He  giv  us  ability  2  use 
them  each  day. 


"3  Ply" 

Text:  2  Chronicles  14:11,  Scripture:  2  Chronicles  14 

,  CRIED  UITTO  THE  LORD  □      }         ,  LORD,  IT       KING  WITH  THEE  TO 
,  .   ...:.   ITH  MAM",  OR  /IT..  U:  HELP  Uo,HSXH  f       OUR 

GOD;  ■,   : fD  ::.  IHY  .      I   GO  AGAINST  TH:  I     ?ITUDE.   G  LORD, 

THOU  ART  OUR  GOD;  LET  NOT  MAN  PREVAIL  AGAINST  Til  .. 

The  word  PLY  has  come  to  HEEHiccaxEKE±a±HX  have  a  certain  identification  with  stre  gi 
in  our  present  society.  Mention  the  word  Ply  and  immediately  people  begin  think- 
ing of  plywood,  tires,  and  different  kinds  of  cloth  and  materials.   The  reason 
of  course  is  that  t*s  modern  technology  has  found  that  by  overlapping  woods  for 
instance,  and  running  the  grains  in  opposite  direction^,  the  wood  takes  on  a  new 
strength  and  is  very  wearable  and  durable,  yet,  being  only  perhaps  half  the 
thickness  as  tskek.   required  using  one  board. 

Tires  have  new  strength  using  several  plys  of  nylon  or  rayon  cord,   .jomeone  told 
me  they  had  heard  of  2  ply  and  4  ply,  but  never  "5  Ply"  and  so  he  would  have  to 
read  the  scripture  to  see  If  he  could  pick  it  out,  or  wait  for  the  sermon. 
In  any  event  I  would  like  to  show  '      jrning  that  in  the  life  of  each  believer 
we  need  "3  Plys."   This  is  very  evident  in  our  scripture  this  morning  as  I  would 
like  to  point  out  as  9*&&j£Z®su&   we  turn  to  this  14th  chapter  of  2  Chronicles. 
are  living  in  such  depressing  times  that  quite  often  we  must  search  for  sorae- 

Of£. 

thing  good  to  be  said.   During  World  War  il  this  was  equally  true  and  so  «n  of 

the  noted  commentators,  Baferiel  Heater  would  find  something  good  to  report  during 

his  evening  newscast  and  would  say,  "Ah  yes,  there's  good  news  tonight."   ./ell 

for  our  present  day  and  age  in  which  we  live,  let  me  state,  "Ah  yes,  there's 

good  news  today."  This  good  news  was  especially  welcome  in  the  lives  of  the  peo- 
t'ae  Southern  Kingdom 

pie  of  xkkhse±  in  the  x±x  reign  of  their  king  Asa.   He  reigned  for -'M  years.   His 

reign  overlapped  the  reigns  of  7  kings  in  the  Northern  kingdom.  He  served  the 
Lord  faithfully  and  while  he  was  king  a  wave  of  reform  swept  through  the  land. 

see  Cvs  2),  that  A.sa  was  rir?M:  with  God  in  his  relationship  to  Him.   The  rea- 
Si  -3  for  his  being  right  with  God  are  pointer,  out  in  the  3rd  and  4th  verses. 

.sa  built  up  his  nation  and  re-inforced  its  defenses,  and  mustered  an  army 
of  580,000  men,  vss  S-9. 
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But  as  usual  in  those  days,  peace  was  shortlived  and  an  army  came  from  Ethiopia, 

n  I  by  a  man  named  Zerah,  and  this  army  was  "double  the  size  of  the  army  of  Asa. 

.  had  brought  revival  to  his  people,  had  kept  the  peace,  but  now  his  faith  was 

;  to  be  put  to  the  test. 

vs  10 
^o  it  is  that  Asa  marches  out  agianst  the  Ethiopians.   He  was  outnumbered  2  to  1. 

The  only  thing  he  had  going  for  him  and  his  army  was  their  trust  and  faith  in 

God.   3o  it  is  not  unusual  tha  we  read  in  the  11th  verse  of  the  "3  Ply"  needed 

themselves  a  believer  in  the 
by  Isa  and  his  men,  and  needed  by  everyone  who  would  call  HgaajdthgxBaggxH^xfckg 

lord. 

Asa  cried  unto  the  lord  his  God,  and  said,  "Lord,  it  is  nothing  with  thee  to 
help,  whether  with  many,  or  ±kKM  with  them  that  have  no  power."  Here  is  the 
firs!:  Ply,  and  it  amounts  to  prayer.   How  often  we  hear  today  when  something 
happens  to  someone  the  first  exclamation  that  comes  from  them  is,  "Oh  my  God." 
Host  of  the  time  it  is  being  used  wrongly,  and  amounts  to  taking  the  Lord's 

me  in  vain.  This  is  becoming  more  and  more  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception 
on  TV.  But  oftentimes  it  is  the  serious  cry  for  help,  "Oh  my  God."  Nothing 
more  can  suffice,  nothing  more  can  be  said.   Just  the  name  of  the  Lord  in  ser- 
ious and  earnest  supplication. 

(Illustration  Dr.  Scroggie  and  girl,  Afits  10:14,  not  so  and  Lord). 
It  cannot  be  both.   rfe  cannot  dictate  to  God  what  we  want  to  do  and  then  have 
Lira  show  us  what  we  are  to  do.  It  must  be  unconditional  surrender  to  His  Lord- 
ship and  rule  in  our  lives.  Then  He  can  begin  His  work  in  us  and  not  before. 
This  is  what  Asa  did.   He  didn't  cry  and  complain  about  his  circumstances 
or  that  the  odds  were  stacked  against  him.   Instead  he  called  out,  Lord,  (read 
this  portion).  -p     IrS**    "  ^    ^° 

Then  the  second  Ply  was  to  ask  for  God's  help,  j  This  was  still  a  part  of  his 
prayer,  but  it  was  also  an  acknowledgement  that  the  care  and  keeping  of  the 

ople  of  Israel  was  in  God's  hands.  He  said,  "Help  us  ,  0  Lord  our  God;  for  we 
rest  on  Thee,  and  in  thy  name  we  go  against  thin  multitude."   There  was  no 
hesitation  here.   Ho  half  hearted  feeling  or  thinking.   It  was  positive  and  it 
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shows  the  complete  trust  Asa  had  in  God. 

(I.  istration  of  Hiss  Fisk  and  leaning  on  Christian  woman) 

This  is  what  God  wants  from  each  of  us,  that  we  lean  completely  on  Him.  He  does-.'-i 
wabt  us  to  be  leaning  lightly  because  vie  are  afraid  to  voerburden  Him.   He  wants 
our  complete  leaning  u  on  Him» 

And  then  the  3rd  Ply  of  Asa  and  for  us  is  to  Yield  to  God  the  complete  task  and 
await  His  action  upon  it.  Asa  said,  "0  Lord,  thou  art  our  God."   There  is  no 
hint  of  half-hearted  trust  and  faith  here.   In  this  instance  is  shown  the  full 
blown  faith  of  a  man  of  God.  A  man  who  knows  he  needs  God's  help  not  only  for 
this  immediate  challenge,  but  for  all  of  life.  And  so  he  completely  acknowledges 
"Thou  art  our  God.:' 

(Illustration  of  tents  with  Lvangelical  messages  on  them,  and  no  compromise) 
This  is  the  lesson  we  all  need  to  learn  and  learn  well.   That  Is  the  lesson  of  no 
compromise  with  the  world.   It  may  well  mean  that  we  are  ridiculed;  that  we  are 
sh_^ied  by  friends  and  relatives;  that  we  may  even  lose  our  jobs  like  Anita  Bryat 
has  had  to  suffer  because  of  her  stand  against  Immorality.  But  this  we  must  do 
and  that  is  to  Yield  to  God  completely.  To  let  His  will  bedome  our  will.  To  let 
Him  lead  and  guide  each"rstep  of  each  day. 

,j0  here  then  are  the  "3  ilys"   Add  them  together  and  you  have  the  strong  formula 
for  all  of  life.   Take  the  first  initial  of  each  word,  Prayer,  Leaning,  and  Yield- 
ing, and  you  spell  PLY.  Nay  God  give  us  the  courage  of  a  ling  Asa  to  have  these 
3  :  lys  in  each  of  our  lives.   But  more  importantly,  may  He  give  us  the  ability  to 
use  them  each  anf  everyday. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Eighth  Sunday  After  Pentecost        July  24,  1977 
The  Rev,  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs,  Betty  Huselton,  Guest  Organist 
Lorl  Zavacky,  Karen  pfabe  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  X0:O0  A.M. 

Prelude 

♦Processional  Hymn  No,  1  "Holy,  Holy,  Holy." 

♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Almighty  God,  we  thank  you  for 
the  Church.  But  we  know  that  as  members  of  this  body 
we  have  not  always  been  as  we  should  be.  We  have 
accepted  your  Word  and  it  has  not  moved  us-  We  have 
heard  your  message  preached,  and  it  was  always  meant 
for  mother  person,  and  not  me.  We  have  partaken  of 
the  Lord's  Supper  and  have  not  really  wanted  to  give 
up  some  of  our  petty  little  sins.  We  have  asked  for 
forgiveness,  but  have  been  unwilling  to  give  It  to 
others.   0  God,  come  to  us  anew  today*  Cover  us  with 
your  love  and  forgive  our  wayward  acts  of  sin  and 
disobedience.  Through  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen." 

•ICyrie       (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

■Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

•Praise 

•Pastor:  *0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:     And  our  mouth  shall   show  fcrth  thy  praise 

•Doxology         No.    551 
Scripture:  Matthew  13:    10-17 

Hymn  No,   256         "Lord,    speak  to  me,    that  I  may  speak" 

•Affirmation  of  our  Faith  (Apostles'   Creed) 

•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:     The  Lord  he  with  you. 
People:      And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:     Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory 
F-lo:  Sung  by  Lloyd  Link 


Sermon:  "FAT,    HEAVY  AND  CLOSED" 

Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Hymn  No.   394       "Where  cross  the  crowded  ways  of  life" 

Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postlude: 

--------  •Congregation  Standing  ------- 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  It   Mrs.  Mike  Nazaruk  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Donald  Kingsley, 

Art  Carney,  Gary  Penar  and  JohnDreher. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Penar  will  greet  the  Congregation 

and  Visitors  at  the  Door  this  morning. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  119. 
Hospitalized:  Mrs.  Margaret  Shakely  and  Mrs.  Lillian 

Kradelr^j*/  ^w/fMft  f*tyy  /,*}*-¥Aftf  A-pmt  c, 
Hursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Betty  Carney 

and  Patty  McWilliams. 
The  114th  Annual  Pennsylvania  State  Sunday  School 
Convention  will  be  Oct.  20,21,22,  1977  at  Calvary 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  123  E.  Diamond  St.  To 
obtain  your  credentials  and  Program,  present  your 
receipts  (on  the  Secretary's  Desk  in  the  Office)  at 
the  Registration  Desk  In  the  Convention  Headquarters 
Church  (Calvary) ,  or  return  to  the  Church  Office. 
Registration  Fee  is  $2,00.  The  first  three  registrations 
have  been  paid  for  by  a  donor.   Please  sign  up  now  If  , 
you  would  like  to  attend  this  Convention, 

We  will  accept  late  registrations  this  Sunday  for 
Camping  at  Pymatuming  with  the  ARC  Class  next  week- 
end July  29,30,31.  The  cost  is  $4.00  per  family.  See 
Bolams,  Nazaruks  or  contact  the  office  today. 

PROFIT  AND  LOSS 
T  counted  dollars  while  God  counted  crosses; 
I  counted  gains  while  He  counted,  losses! 
I  counted  my  worth  by  the  things  gained  in  stores 
But  He  sized  me  up  by  the  soars  that  I  bore. 
I  coveted  honors  and  Bought  for  degrees; 
He  wept  as  He  counted  the  hours  on  my  knees. 
And  I  never  knew  'til  one  day  at  a  grave. 
How  vain  are  these  things  that  we  spend  life  to  save  I 
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"Pat,  Heavy,  And  Closed" 
cripture:  Ht  13:10-17,  Text:  Isa.  6:10 

C  Jr  .a   preach, teach, fulfil  of  proph  8s  this  Isa  6 
lace  in  lit,  but  turn  2  Isa  6 
Isa  had  vision,!  not  only  vision  but  worship 
Exe-  ->te :  to  vs  8=v;orshi  p  1 
2  v_ain  34  G  St  sens, feel  presence  ;2  par ticip, hear  G  o: 
:  on  it; 23  clensed  &  made  whole; 2  go  4th 
>t  Js  Xp  club  &  do  nothing 
Vss  9  &  10. wat  red  thi   .right?  READ  I-1T  15:1^-15 


Js  great  preacher , none  li    ;;-  or  .since. 
!l  preach  from  G's  ;.rord,no  booh, but  got  it  anyhow 
Yet, 4  all  preach, many  no  G, hear, or  liv  as  shud 
G      hart  man  proph  2  Isa , 8s  -Js  say  same  8  cent  Is 
Isa  6:10,Mak  fat  hart=<Ts  say, heart  wax  gross 
Expl  hart  no  seat  emot,but  seat  intellect 

\t  hart  cans  slowdown, body  get  f at ,discontmnu  etc 
10b=Heavy  ears, hear  so  long  &  no  want  2  hear 
n5c=Closed  eyes=2  thing, no  C  wat  happen  round  U, 

liv  own  litl  worl  obliv  2  everthing 
ffhis  G  say  2  Isa  wen  preach, this  Js  say  as  well 

hap  2  many  ch  memb,sit  pew, fat  hart, heavy  ear, 
closed  eyes=here  In  body  only 
Many  time  strug  mess  mid  week  8=  say  VJat's  use? 
Mo  1  listen, this  wat  G  tell  Isa, Si  this  Js  shar  discips 
'Clllus  Jm.  Aber  £=_,■     ^man  language  ) 

Our  worship  ■  may  B  foreign  'Tang  Bcuz  many  fat  hart, 
henvy  eRred, closed  eyes 
Pace  it=Many  U  cum  out  of  bad  habit, insted  good 
Spiritual  fatness, heaviness, closed 
rfat  was  clincher  Isa  2  say  2  peop?  10Tl='1<a^'h  ^V?  renH 

iji       )ut    this    pr^nnfll     p.nntpnrh    T-'lt:    1  *j  i  1  Sb 

:  this  messag  4  ea  Sun,lif  thru  &  In  Js  Xp 
Mo  other  name  wherby  man  may  B  saved 
But  peop  no  want  2  hear.   Why?  Much  easier  folio  worl 
oatan,so  call  gud  thing  lif 
Js  convic  us  of  sin, let  us  G  self  4-  wat  we     we 
no  want  2  chang 
But  wen  G  this, then  peac,joy  &  pleasur  this  world 
fac   '  2  nothingness 
Either  II  B  MAM  OR  //OMAN  ENTTF  2  1'IIRN  tti?  t^ai.v.  fiOMi  t,^™,^ 

gm  G.oifn  d  mam  or  pomaIT  StTTTl^  21  aiv  ur_eivs  oomilkily 

2GOU     "  7  '  ~ 

'  yher  can  B  no  mid  ground, it  either /or,  not  both 

prayer   is   that   we   cud  chang  this   t^«   i.i-h   -j^? 
T^iEX       v/T^F  TITiffl  ST--.    ,       .1EAR   WITH  m^  EAiLi^OlMDE.  . 
WITH  >     .  .  1&_R  GGMjmfET),^   ft".  TTg^  i  .T^Tl  -jpiT;-;, 

I  3  r^STity  Uir  lii',bu-b  possxb   only  if 
U  willing  2  yak*  turn  UR  lif  0ven  2  Xp.      That  wnole 
me  slag  of  °G  4  us,S-.  that  cHoic   is  tJRs     2  make 


"Fat,  Heavy,  And  Closed" 

Scripture:  Matthew  13:10-17 
Text:  Isaiah  6:10 

' .  ,  ,  A       :   THEIR 

:  )S,  AND  EARS,  AND  B* 

WITH  TIL2IR  HHART,  AND         , 

.lien  we  look  at  Jesus  in  a  portion  of  scripture  such  as  we  read  this  morning, 
we  see  several  things  about  Him.   Te  see  Him  as  a  preacher,  and  a  teacher,  but 
we  also  see  Him  as  being  the  fulfillment  of  anciffint  prophecy.   The  prophecy  He 
was  fulfilling,  was  the  prophecy  of  Isaiah  as  found  in  particular  for  this  morn- 
ing in  the  6th  chapter.  If  you  can  mark  your  place  in  Matthew  for  the  time  being 
we  will  be  coming  back  to  it,  but  let  us  turn  now  to  the  Sth  chapter  of  Isaiah. 
Isaiah  has  a  vision  of  the  Lord's  glory  in  this  chapter  and  it  is  not  only  a 
vision,  but  it  becomes  worship.   Now  as  we  go  through  the  first  8  verses  we  will 
see  that  Isaiah  has  this  vision,  but  Isaiah  is  also  being  called  by  God  to  pro- 
phecy and  preach  about  Him. 

Ir  '"he  1st  verse  Isaiah  identifies  this  as  having  taken  place  in  the  year  of  the 
death  of  King  Uzziah.   It  is  thought  that  Isaiah  had  done  some  earlier  preaching 
and  this  call  from  Bod  at  this  point  was  the  official  authorization  fro:::  Bod  for 
him.   He  goes  on  to  say  that  he  saw  the  Lord  on  His  throne,  above  all  else,  and 
Shdcxsx  His  train  filled  the  temple.  This  would  be  the  skirts  of  the  roysl  obe. 

:;ve  Bod,  and  the  throne,  the  !:it"  could  be  the  throne,  or  "above  it"  could  be 
changed  to  "above  Him,"  meaning  both  God  and  the  throne  He  was  seated  on.  But 
above  God  were  situated  the  ieraphin,  which  is  the  plural  for  Seraph,  thus  meaning 
there  were  several.   Their  name  meant  "Glowing"  or  "burning."   They  each  had  six 
wings.   Two  were  used  to  cover  their  faces,  signifying  humility.   Two  were  used 
to  cover  their  feet,  or  to  put  it  in  common  language,  to  cover  their  genitals, 
or  as  some  scholars  describe-  it,  to  cover  their  nakedness,  thus  a  form  of  respect. 

And  with  the  other  two  wings  they  were  able  to  fly. 

One  of  the 

£.       seraphim  cried  to  the  others,  "Holy,  Holy,  uoly,  is  the  .uord  o±   hosts:  Jrhe 

whole  earth  is  full  of  His  glory."   In  Hebrew  there  is  no  way  to  express  the 
superlative.   The  only  way  they  could  do  this  was  by  repitition.   Tbus,  Holy, 
Holy,  Holy.   Hosts  refers  to  heavenly  creatures  and  beings,  and  "glory''  refers 
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to  loci's  manifestation  among  men.  So  what  was  taking  place  was  that  Isaiah  was 
a^e  to  be  in  the  presence  of  God  and  to  sense  and  feel  this  presence  in  a  very 
real  way. 

This  is  what  warship  is  all  about.   But  there  was  alos  in  all  of  this  a  sense  of 
the  power  and  majesty  which  was  made  evident  in  the  fact  that  the  very  foundations 

■orting  the  doors  were  shaken  at  the  voice  of  the  nagel,  and  the  smoke  attrib- 
uted to  God  in  many  other  cases,  filled  the  house,  vs  4-. 

on  Isaiah  realizes  that  he  is  in  tl    resence  of  God  and  he  is  not  fit  to 
be  there,  vs  &f5.But  God  wanting  to  show  that  Isaiah  Is  completely  called,  sends 
one  of  the  angels  with  a  live  coal  which  is  tasuKSsii  Sse  his  mouth  to  cleanse  him 
for  the  service  of  God,  vss  6  &  7» 

The  voice  of  the  Lord  is  heard  calling  for  someone  to  go  and  serve,  vs  3a,  and 
Isaiah  being  cleansed,  and  knowing  he  is  called  by  God  accepts  the  challenge  and 
stands  forth  to  serve  the  Lord,  vs  3b. 

in  very  brief  form  this  is  the  picture  of  worship.   It  is  to  come  before  God 
and  to  sense  and  feel  His  presence.   It  is  to  participate  in  the  v.'orship  and 
to  hear  the  ..ord  of  God  and  to  be  willing  to  act  upon  it.   It  is  to  be  clc-ansed 
and  made  whole.   But  gust  as  importantly,  it  is  to  go  forth  and  to  use  what  has 
been  heard  and  learned  and  experienced,  and  to  share  it  with  all  that  we  meet. 

is  not  just  a  junday  club  whereby       ;her  and  have  our  private  Jesus  worship 

and  then  do  n       about  it.   But  this  is  what  came  up  next  in  the  prophecy  of 

Isaiaho 

instri csts 
God  a^sstkxxta  Isaiah  and  tells  him  to  say  what  we  read  in  vss  9  &  10.   This  is 

exactly  what  we  read  as  Gcripture  for  this  morning  wasn't  it?   Let  us  turn  to 
the  15th  chapter  of  I-'latthew  again  and  HsgxfcfttH  look  at  this.  Read  vss  15-15. 

ne  of  the  things  a&KMHxxxas:  which  greatly  distinguished  Jesus  above  all  others, 
was  the  fact  that  he  was  a  preacher.   Caere  has  never  been  anyone  since 
c   Id  even  compare  to  Him  in  preaching.   He  held  the  throngs  absolutely  spell- 
bound,  /hen  He  spoke  people  came  from  miles  around  to  hear  Him.   ./hat  made  His 
preaching  so  dynamic  was  that  it  was  always  grounded  in  God's  ./ord.   3k  fie  peo- 
ple did  not  have  access  to  the  printed  page  or  the  bound  book  that  we  have,  but 
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Jesus  gave  it  to  them  and  there  was  never  any  reason  for  them  to  say  they  were 
n   clear  on  what  God  wanted  from  them. 

,  for  all  of  His  great  preaching,      "or  all  of  His  ability  to  hold  His  lis- 
teners spellbound,  He  knew  that  many  of  them  would  not  see,  or  hear,  or  live  the 
way  they  were  supposed  to.   Sod  new  t&K   His  creation  so  well  that  He  could  say 
to  Isaiah  in  the  8th  century  BC  what  His  Jon  told  then  later  and  it  still  was 
true. 

God  said,  "Make  the  heart  of  this  people  fat."   Jesus  said,  "This  people's  heart 
is  w„xed  gross."   Both  of  them  mean  that  a  spiritual  laziness  had  set  in.   The 
heart  mostly  in  the  scriptures  was  not  considered  as  the  seat  of  the  emotions, 
but  instead  as  the  heat  of  the  intellect.   Therefore,  using  the  heart  as  the 
seat  of  the  intellect,  and  comparing  it  to  the  work  of  the  heart  for  the  human 
body,  what  /ould  or  does  happen  when  the  heart  gets  fat?  The  person  slows  down 
and  the  body  begins  to  get  fat  as  well.   The  activities  begin  to  be  dispensed 

Because  of  this  the  heart  gets  fatter,  and  the  life  becomes  more  inactive. 
And  so,  of  necessity  the  normal  life  and  routine  cannot  continue. 
God  also  says,  "Make  their  ears  heavy."   This  is  an  expression  that  merely  means 
the  ears  can  become  heavy  from  hearing  things  they  do  not  want  to  hear  and  so 
the  messages  are  tuned  out  and  off,  and  the  ears  continue  to  be  bombarded  by  i&is 
these  meassages  and  become  heavy. 

And  then  God  says,  "And  shut  their  cyes.'!   'ith  the  eyes  closed  there  are  two 
things  that  happen.   Hirst  you  cannot  see  what  is  happening  around  you.  ;mds 
second,  you  can  shut  out  the  outside  world  and  live  in  your  own  little  world 
oblivious  to  everything  and  everybody.  Tvis  is  what  isaccaSxMaxsteKX3s??xisi4x3B3pc 
God  was  telling  laaih  would  happen  when  he  began  to  preach.   This  is  what  Jesus 
said  was  happening  when  He  preached,  and  this  is  why  He  spoke  in  parables. 
fcossHifcixHgxKE  This  is  what  happens  to  many  church  members.  They  come  to  wor- 

p  God  on  a  given  Sunday.   They  sit  in  the  pew  week  after  week.   But  their 
hearts  begin  to  grow  fat,  and  their  ears  begin  to  grow  heavy  because  they  have 

out  the  message,  and  their  eyes  close  because  the  heartbeat  has  slowed 
dut  to  the  fatness  of  the  heart  zsxxxHgxxft  and  in  general  they  are  here  in  body 


onifcy.   SxxmagXHK'tiSHStXELfxyBCH  There  are  rimes  in  the  middle  of  the  weeh  I  sun  still 
st.         i  fch  iksxa:  what  the  message  for  Bunday  should  be.  Many  times  I  argue 
with  myself  and  say,  "./hat's  the  use?  No  one  listens  anyway."  This  is  exactly 
what  God  was  telling  Isaiah  to  say,  and  this  is  exactly  what  Jesus  was  sharing 
with  His  disciples. 

(Illustration  of  Dr.  Aber  and  Germany  trip,  cathedral  and  service  in  German) 
The  appropriateness  of  this  is  that  quite  often  this  is  what  our  worship  really 
amounts  to.  It  may  as  well  be  in  a  foreign  language  because  we  have  grown  spirit- 
ually fat, hearted,  heavy  eared,  and  have  closed  eyes.   ..~e  may  as  well  face  it 
friends  because  many  of  us  in  this  congregation  are  in  this  boat.   You  come  to 
church  not  to  hear  God's  message  for  your  lives  in  all  of  the  service,  but  you 
come  almost  out  of  habit,  And  unfortunately  for  some  it  is  a  bad  habit,  and  not 
a  good  one. 

tfhat  was  the  clincher  of  what  Isaiah  was  to  say  to  the  people?   He  was  to  share 
wi<,.  them  that  if  they  saw  with  their  eyes,  and  heard  with  their  ears,  and  under- 
stood with  their  hearts  they  would  be  converted  and  healed,  (read  vs  10b). 
Jesus  put  this  in  a  personal  context  when  he  said,  read  vs  15b.   But  you  see  this 
is  the  message  for  each  and  every  ."Sunday,  that  life  is  through  and  in  Jesus  Christ, 
There  Is  no  other  name  under  heaven  through  which  man  can  be  saved.   But  this  is 
also  the  message  that  many  people  do  not  want  to  hear.   .:hy?  Because  it  is  so 
much  easier  to  follow  .^atan's  leading,  than  the  leading  of  the  Lord.   The  lord 
convicts  us  of  our  sinful  lives  and  lets  us  see  ourselves  for  what  we  are.   And 
mostly  we  do  not  want  this  because  it  will  mean  that  we  have  to  change.   But  if 
and  when  we      ie  this  and  we  do  i      ie  changes  in  our  lives  God  wants  from 
us,  then  we  have  a  peace  and  a  joy  which  cannot  be  matched  by  all  of  the  XKHstsEK 

trinkets  and  baubles  we  hold  near  and  dear  int  this  life.  It  all  boils  down  to 

you       are 
the  fact  that  ME  either  fca  man  or  woman  enough  to  turn  our  backs  completely  on 

you  your 

Sow,  or  kk  are  man  or  woman  enough  to  give  hhe  lives  completely  to  God.   There 

can  be   no  middle   ground.      It   is   either/or^  not   both.      My  prayer  SsxxisafcfcXHSxHX 

is  we  could  change  this  scripture  verse  in  Matthew  13  =  15b,  to  read,  "They  see 
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v/ith  their  eyes,  and  hear  with  their  ears,  and  understand  with  their  hearts,  and 

converted,  and  Jesus  has  healed  thenu''   1'his  can  and  should  be  the  reality 
in  your  life.   But  it  is  possible  only  if  you  are  willing  to  turn  your  life  over 
to  Christ.   That  again  ray  £eek  friends  is  the  whole  message  of  God  for  us,  and 
that  choice  is  strictly  yours  to  mare.   May  God  move  BHEx^saKUsxtes  in  our  lives 

;  day  to  3"     is  will* 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler i  Pennsylvania 
Ninth  Sunday  After  Pentecost        July  31,  1977 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Betty  Huselton,  Guest  Organist 
Lori  Zavaeky,  Karen  Pfabe  -  Acolytes 

OHDER  OF  WORSHIP  10:00  A.M. 
Prelude      "Andante  Cantabile"  Widor 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  11  "Ye  servants  of  God" 
'Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  {In  Unison)  '"0  God,  who  hast  brought  us 
into  this  fellowship  with  one  another  through  thy 
Son   Jesus  Christ:   let  us  be  one  in  thought  and 
mind  and  spirit.   Help  us  to  strive  not  to  be  individuals 
but  to  be  a  group  of  fellow  believers*   Forgive  us  in 
our  weakness  of  turning  from  thee*   Give  us  strength  as 
we  need  it  in  our  times  of  turmoil  and  frustration. 
Help  us  to  live  in  the  world,  but  not  to  be  completely 
wrapped  up  in  all  of  it.   Hake  our  wills  obedient  to 
thine,  for  we  ask  it  all  in  Jesus1  name.   Amen." 
*Kyrie       (Choir,,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
♦Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:  "0  Lord  open  our  lips 

*People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology   No*  551 
Scripture;     Isaiah  30:  15-26 

Hymn  No.  207  *'Jesus  calls  us:  o*ar  the  tumult" 
^Statement  of  Faith  (Front  of  Hymnal) 
♦Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor;   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory  "prlere"  BOfclmann 

Solo:         "Reach  Out"  Judy  Ferree 

Cyndie  Sybert  on  Piano 
"-rmon:      "STOP*  LOOK,  AND  LISTEN!" 


Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Hymn  No.  15a  "When  I  survey  the  wondrous  cross" 
Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postlude:   "Festival  March"        Stickles 
-»'------  ""Congregation  Standing  -  -  -  - —  -  - 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Nrs.  Ellen  Bauer  In  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Alvin  Tait,  Mike 

Nazaruk,  Gottlob  Kradel.  Roy  Andrews,  James  McClymonds. 
Mr.  &   Mrs.  William  Thompson  will  greet  the  Congregation 

and  Visitors  at  the  door  this  morning. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  151 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Virginia 

Mangel  and  Sherry  McClimans. 
Hospitalized:   Mrs.  Mildred  Brown,  Donald  Zeigler 

Wilmer  Pfabe.  ***//  /c/tAe*K  ff<t.  /V-vy  J/&    ^^4 
Our  deepest  sympathy  to  the  family  and  friefids  of     **/* 

Mrs.  Margarette  Shakely.  /c'r* 

Our  congratulations  to  Mr.  &   Mrs.  Mike  Nazaruk  on 

their  £9  th  Wedding  Anniversary    ThUrs.  July  28th. 
The  Family  of  Marga*  tftte  Shakely  wishes  to  express 
their  thanks  to  ail  the  members  of  the  congregation 
of  our  church  for  their  Prayer's,  sympathy  and 
assistance  given  during  the  loss  of  their  mother* 
The  floral  arrangement  was  beautiful. 


, 


A  plea  ha3  come  to  the  Butler  Fellowship  of  Churches 

for  funds  and  canned  goods  to  help  with  the  Johnstown 

Relief. 

We  know  that  you"v  is  members,  would  be  willing  to  help 
through  classes  and  free  will  offerings.   Send  your 
checks  to  the  Red  Cross  or  the  Salvation  Army  to 
their  Butler  offices.  Mark  your  checks  for  such  use. 
Thanksl  Also  Pen  Fellowship  of  Churches. 

•— ;>  The  Bible  Study  of  the  Book  of  Revelation  has  been 
completed.   There  will  be  no  Bible  Study  during 
August,  but  will  resume  September  8,  at  7:00  P.M. 
Anyone  needing  Pastoral  ^Assistance  during  the  month 
of  August  call  Rev.  James  Bosworth  182-2716.  You 
can  also  get  in  touch  with  Bea  and  she  will  contact 
him  if  you  want  her  to. 
lelooMB  Visitors : 
rgo  attend  tiara 


,  ;     , 


Text    :      sa  30: 15b, 20c, 21 

Ant      le   sisjn  Herman, railroad  track»St,Lk,Listen 
school  rhyme=B4  U  cros   st,use  Ur  eyes, ears, 5;  then  feet 
:':.vs  full   slogans, maxoms, even  Bib  carry  tliem  8s  can 

I  u  ead   us   in  daily  witb     - 

jo-rip  this  AM   similar   2   last   wk,but   only  paralel 
adds   fliff  dimension  2   it 
.'ill   use   3  portions   our    3cri  sho 


& 


"""Hei 


Trfifff,    fl,   T.T.^H    4-    TTin    T^np    ft.   4- 


K 


tli  vs,=Ttead.2  return  mean  cum   Dale 


G 
us 


set  4-th, 

2day 
sumthing 


wrong 


truct 
shud 


mean  2  ceas  activity  &  G  say  2 
her  purp  4-  this    r  sho  Is  on  path 

:•■  striv  2  sho  this 
turn  2  Him  &  this  only  way  2B  saved 
Dont  we  know  this?  ilavent  seen  this  peop  round  us? 

p  thoz  peop  who  want  all  sort  relig  ex  erienc 
dritualist, eastern  gurus   relig^meditations  etc 
Hav  ever  found  self  run  in  circle?   Juddn  panic? 
Jill  lead  nowher  &  U  stop,&  this  wat  G  say  2  peop 
Do  this  &  lot  His  neac  fill  Ur  soul 

ButG_gad_ajts  a£tc   ^B  pr 

*T7Tio~wer   teachers?  e   answr«many 

we  thin  Hteach=professional  teachrs,but  G  supply  noi 
Ist^G  is  trachr  &  Js  show  this=Lo  I  am  with  U  etc 
^2nd  we  Ik  2  His  /ord=Bible  &  here  we  hav  plan  4-  lif 

thoz  witness  2  us 


i  luv  me 
ur round  by  voice 


But  G  also  waWHzs  2  _  LIo'JERiSZs.  21, 
,e  must  listen  z!-  voice  of  G,Bcuz  we 

side  tell  do  this  or  that 
Recently  suml  ask, "How  can  I  kno  G  tell  wat 
Juest    .::"■  in  relation  2  peop  say,"G  tell  me 


2  do?" 

this" 


cum  2  Him  ... 
marvel  ways 


Can  caus  confus  Bcuz  peop  may  listen  4  actual  Voice 
It  may  B  so, but  more  oft  it  inner  urg  2  do  sumthin 
i  I  anser  inner  urg, I  find  it  work  2  Glory  G 
No  real  secret  2  hav  G  speak  2  us, all  requir  willing 
2  plac  self  at  His  disposal 
This  secret, not  our  time, but 'His, wen 
4  Him  2  lead&  direct, He  hear,:'-,  anser 
But  must  B  patient 
fn-h^  -p-p.  ^hofieldT cross  C 
bo  with  us, we  cannot  hear  G , or  knowat 

willing  2LT....J-,-. 
(Ill    OharlesTillman  £  01d_  TJ.    £ligJ 
G  arts  but  ml 

bcuz  we  no  let  Him,  hut  if  will  2  let 
harts. livs  then  G  cum  thru  dtiff  way.  itu« 

.d    VSS    &    —      :'nr'    ;,    1Vi-i     T.T.VIV^I 


Turtles  s 


no   get  thn 
formula  4-ue 


itpp,  Look,  j.isten" 

xts:  Isaiah  30:15b,  20c r   21 
scripture:  Isaiah  30:15-26 

r$b,  1 

20c ,  B 

21 ,   -  -  ,        ,  " , 

:.  },  ,  THE 

.  IT. 

■  tntly  I  was  driving  down  a  road  near  Herman  and  I  crossed  over  a  little 
used  railroad  track.  At  the  crossing  was  an  old  sign  that  could  very  well 
qualify  as  an  antique,   "he  ::i;rn  said,  "Railroad,  Jtop,  Look,  and  Listsn." 

I  crossed  over  the  tneacks  I  was  reminded  that  when  I  first  learned  to  drive 
you  were  required  to  stop  before  you  crossed  a  set  of  railroad  tracks.   I  was 
also  reminded  how  in  grade  school  we  learned  a  little  verse  that  went,  "Before 
you  cross  the  street,  use  your  eyes,  use  your  ears,  and  then  use  your  feet," 
xexhxx  Cur  lives  are  lived  in  xh  a  world  of  slogans  and  maxims  of  all  kinds. 
Even  the  Bible  carries  them  and  can     e  us  and  lead  us  in  our  daily  walk 
. ith  Christ. 

Our  Scripture  for  this  morning  is  very  similar  to  e  we  had  last 

week.   But  it  only  parallels  it  and  adds  a  different  dimension  to  it.   I 
would  like  to  use  iks:  one  verse,  and  portions  of  two  others  to  show  that  God 
has  set  forth  a  type  of  "Jtop,  Look,  And  Listen,"  for  His  people  and  for  us 
today  as  found  in  the  JOth  chapter  of  Isaiah. 
God  first  tells  us  In  the  middle  of  the  15th  verse,  "II 

;  i."   Eo  return  means  to  cone  back  to  something,  and  rest  nat- 
urally means  to  cease  activity.   So  then  God  is  telling  bug      'ho  would  heed 
to  "    .    There  is  a  purpose  for  this,   God  was    ■■■■ .  :ing  to  Israel  wanting 
them  to  see  th  they  were  set  upon  would-  lead  to  their  destruction. 

Israel  was  looking  to  igypt  to  be  their  ally,  and  God  was  striving  to  s' 
that  this  was  wrong  and  they  they  shou'd  turn  ti         fcead.  So  tod  Is  telling 
them  the  only      >  be  saved  Is  to  stop  what  they  were  doing  and  return  to  Him. 
Don't  we  know  this  from  our  own  lives?  Haven't  we  seen  this  in  the  lives  of 
many  people  all  around  us?  A  good  example  of  this  is  seen  In  the  lives  of  those 
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all  sorts  of  religious  experiences  today.   We  have  people  going  to 
s   ritualists  so  they  may  speak  to  dead  relatives  and  friends.   There  are  those 
who  are  see      to  follow  the  oriental  religions  for  peace  in  their  lives.   There 
are  those  who  are  doing  all  sorts  of  eastern  meditations  so  they  may  relax  and 
get  the  frustrations  of  this  world  for  a  while.  There  are  all  sorts 

rustlings  and  bustlings  ail  around  us  today  in  all  directions. 
re  you  ever  found  yourself  running  around  in  what  seemed  to  be  endless  circles? 
e,  and  you  suddenly  realized  perhaps  in  panic,  that  all  of  this  "as 
leading  no  where,  you  may  have  just  stopped  yourself  where  you  were  and  loo 
at  your  situation  to  see  what  to  do.   This  Is  what  God  was  sayin  to  lis  people 
and  this  is  what  He  is  saying  to  us.     'OP,"  is  the  word  He  gives  us.  Just 

■:■  .-   mie  stricken  headlong  clash,  and  let  the  realization  that  God  is 
there  to  still  your  turmoil  and  panic.  peace  fill  your  soul. 

But  then  God  goes  on  to  relate  to  the  people  of  Israel  that  after  they  had  stop= 
their  frantic  headlong  quest  for  peace  they  needed  to  do  something  else. 
■  is  found  in  the  end  of  verse  20.   "BUT  IHIUE 

»  teachers?    :  answer  is  there  were      teachers. 
,.e  thir        ;hers  as  people  who  have  been  professionally  trained  to  teach. 
But  God  supplies  more  teachers  than  this. 

jo  once  we  have  stopped,  and  iod  has  our  attention  so  we  are  open  to  Him,  then 
we  are  to  LOOK,   ls  we  "      we  can  observe  w   ;     '.  .  for  each  of  us.   For 
us  the  teacher      /ants  us  to  see  are  first  of  all  Eimself.   e  wants  us  to 
have  the  confident  assurance  that  in  all  th:       is  with  us.   Jesus  shared 
this  with  us  when  He  said,  "Coae  unto  Me  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden 
'  I  will  give  you  rest.   Lo,  I  am  with  you  always,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
rid."   Thesr       '■  Of  the  directions  given  to  us  by  God  for  us  to 

.  K  to  Hi  .. 

■   then  our  LOOK  turns  toward  what  Go  covided.      tfe   look  to  ord, 

die.  There  are  promises  upon  promises  to  be  foun     ;  .in  it,  which  act 
out  teachers.   Here  we  come  into  cont  ct  with  the  plan  for  all  of  our  lives. 


-,- 

And  then  we  have  the  teachers  around  us  who  are  preachers,  missionaries,  and 

o   sr  people  sh  called  by  God  to  lead  and  teach.  Naturally  these  are  people  who 

can  and       I  teach  us.   But  one  group  of  people  we  dare  not  overlook  are  the 

everyday  people  who  witness  to  us  of  Christ  by  their  daily  lives. 

(Illustration  of  Francis  of  Assisi  and  preaching  by  life) 

F_ is  i   wt  t  God  is  saying.   "LOOK,"  and  you  will  be  taught  by  those  who  truly 

love  me. 

But  God  wants  us  to  also  "LISTEN."   He  says,  EA 

,    !  us  i  -. ,      .  , 

,  LEFT."  We  must  '3      !  for  the  voice  of  God. 

are  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  many  voices  t       us  to  do  this  or  to 
that.  At  a  recent  meet::      leone  ashed  the  question,  "How  can  I  know  that  God 
tells  me  what  to  do?:t   !he  question  was       Ln  relation  to  so  'eonc  saying, 
"God  told  me  to  do  this  or  that."  This  can  cause  soue  confusion  since  a  person 
a,   he  looking  for  God  to  audibly       each  ti       ire  to  do  something.   I 
know  that  many  times       b  to  do  soiaethi   .   t  is  not  a 

voice  that  tells  me  so  much  as  it  is  an  inner  ur  '     l;   ':  d   i  .   Gat  I  nr 
do.   ..'hen  1        this  inner  ur       found  that  it  has  worked  out  in  that 
particular  situation  and  was  indeed  for  the  glory  of  God. 

There  is  no  real  secret  to  having  God  speak  to  us,  all  it  requires  is  a  willing- 
ness to  place  ourselves  at  Hid  disposal.   This  is  the  secret;  not  our  time  and 
place,  but  His.   .hen  we  come  to  Him  and  ask  Him  to  lead  our  lives  and  to  direct 
our  footsteps,  He  not  only  hears  us,  hut  He  answers  in  laar  elous  ways.  But  we 
must  be  patient  and  wait  upon  His  direction. 

(Illustration  Dr.  3cbofield,  c       ;  Channel,  boy  on  boat  giving  orders) 
So  It  is  with  us.   We  cannot  hear  God,  or  know  what      mts  us  to  do  unless  we 
are  willing  to  :l  isten". 

lustration  of  Charlie  Tillman  &  The  Old  !ime  Religion) 
God  wants  to  speak  to  our  hearts,  but  many  times  He  can't  get  through  because 
we  will  not  let  Him.   Gut  if  we  are  willing  to  let  the  Holy  Spirit  speak  to  our 
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hearts  and  lives,  then  God  will  come  through  to  us  in  a  new  and  different  way. 

■;  is  the  formula  that  God  wants  for  each  of  us.   although  man  has  put  it  forth 
as  a  means  whereby  we  cross  railroad  tracks,  we  can  use  it  in  our  lives  each  day 

'g  cross  the     :  :s  set  before  us. 

,  and  remember  that,  "In  returning  and  rest  vie  shall  be  saved." 
.,'e  must  LOOK,  and  know  that  with  our  eyes  we  shall  see  our  teachers.   we  must 
xaxKHStedsxi±aSi^:^ov/  that  God  will  show  us  what  He  '-ants  us  to  do  and  be,  but  it 
must  be  through  the  use  of  His  /ord,  and        teachers  He  has  raised  up  for 

in  the  Christian  .'alk. 
And  we  must  LI  1TSN.    s   cannot  rush  off  and  be  about  the  work  o£  the  Lord  if  we 
have  no  conception  of  what  that  work  is.   :e  must  be  willing  to  call  upon  Ilirn 
and  await  His  voice  to  us  in  whatever  direction  -Is  wants  us  to  move. 
If  we  all  adopted  this  formula  for  our  lives,  I  know  that  we  would  see  a  drama- 
tic tunr  around  in  each  of  us.   Let  us  try  this  formula  for  a  certain  period  of 

3  and  let  God  show  us  Mis  will  for  oue  lives. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 

Butler,  Pennsylvania 

Fourteenth  Sunday  After  Pentecost   September  A,  1977 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 

Mrs-  Kitty  Feder,  Guest  Organist 

Tim  Fry,  Robin  Knauer  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:  "Finlandia"  Sibelius 

*ProceSBional  Hymn  No.  15  "All  creatures  of  our  God  and  King 
*Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
*Exhortatio» 

"Confession  {In  Unison)  "Father,  we  pray  foi'  the  labor 
we  have  left  undone-.  We  know  that  we  have  not  been 
completely  true.  We  have  sinned  through  not  being 
completely  disciplined  in  work;  we  have  looked  for 
payment,  even  when  our   work  has  not  been  completed. 
Father,  we  know  that  you  understand  because  you  lived 
and  worked  among  us;  so  it  is  with  a  sense  of  penitence 
that  we  ask  your  forgiveness  once  again.   Through  Christ 
we  pray.   Amen. " 
*Kyrie     (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
*Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
*Pralse 

ft Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

*People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
#Doxology    No .  551 
Scripture:       Philippians  3 
Hymn  Ho-  452  "We  would  be  building" 
'Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
♦Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory      "Contemplation"  Thomas 

Anthem       "I'LL  Be  a  Friend  of  His"      JOhn  Peterson 

Solo  -  by  Howdy  Bolam 
Sermon:  "WHO  AH  I?'1 

yer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
hjmn  Ho.  289  "Soldiers  of  Christ,  arise" 


: — J^' 

J^Qur 


Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 

Postlude;     "Take  My  Hand"  Dorsey 

—  —  —  --  —  --  "Congregation  Standing  —  —  —  —  «•.*-•—■ 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Grace  Riddle  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Alien  Botacchi, 

John  Redman,  Dan  Bosko,  Robert  Knauer*  Charles  Penar. 
Mrs.  Joan  Master  will  greet  the  Congregation  at  the 

door  this  morning. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  126. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Bertha 

Hollefreund.  Sue  Hollefreund,  and  Lori   Zavacky. 
^>f1&spitalized:   Mrs*  Olive  Shearer  (Judy),  ciaxa 

Shakely,  Mr.  Lewis  Kradel^ ft*&&rffife?#£&? 
The  Penn  West  Conference  News  will  be  distributed  at 

the  close  of  the  Service. 

ur  daily  bread  booklets  are  in  the  Narthex  -  if  you 
sh  to  leave  a  donation  it  will  be  appreciated. 
^  You  "are  invitee  to  join  one  of  our  choirs  and  help  us 
glorify  God  in  music.   Our  rehearsals  are  short*   YQU 
are  needed.   First  rehearsal  of  Chancel  Choir  -  £:30 
P.M.  Wednesday.  Sept.  7   in  the  Sanctuary  -  Kay  Morris 
Youth  Choir  -  anyone  in  the  fourth  grade  and  up  who 

is  interested  in  joining  or  rejoining*   please  sign 

the  sheet  in  the  office  or  call  Cyndie  Sybert  (86&-S53G) 

We  need  everyone ^s  support  to  keep  this  choir  together. 

Thunlral 

^^CONGREGATIONAL  MEETING  -  September  11  (next  Sunday) 

at  7:00  P*M.   This  is  the  time  to  voice  your  opinion 
on  the  New  Educational  Building.   Your  attendance  is 
requested.   If  you  don't  attend  you  will  have  no  vote. 
Next  Sunday  will  be  promotion  Sunday;  also  the  beginning 
of  the  new  Confirmation  Ciass.   if  you  are  12  years 
of  age  or  older  you  might  want  to  join  this  class 
now.   Contact  the  Minister  or  office. 
Sept.  25  -  Congregation  Dinner  -  keep  this  date  in 
mind. 

^>t Wednesday  -  7:30  -  Council  Meeting 

Tours.  -  The  Newsletter  will  be  published  -  please 
have  all  the  material  in  by  Wednesday. 

^^  Sunday  School  Convention  -  Oct.  £0,21,22  -  CAlvary 
U.P*  Church  -  We  need  four  more  for  registrations. 

Welcome  Visitor  : 

) 


lo  Am  IV" 
EPext:  Phil.  5:12b-14,  Scrip:  Phil.  3 

Joke   ."bout  being  on  vacation  &  losing  identity, 
opp~is  tru  &  G  impres  me  growth  need  4  many  us 
v/ill  B  tru  in  futur  days  &  diff  ways, perhaps  nu  ways 
let  Clark  sang,"       .  ?",Clev  Jul/72, B  Graham  Crus 
Le"i  ^r  lung  yng  man  anser  I  am  sumbody, 

:*aham  repfoy,"2  Bad  his  theol  not  as  strong  as  lung 

I  ask"  by  man  since  be  :'  :  ,   perhap  U  ask  2 
3  need  2  kno  Who  we  R,&  in  order  2  kno  must  anser 
2  other  quests, so  in  logic  sequenc  let  us  anser 
Who  Am  I=male/female , name, student, houswif, clerk  etc 

Theo=Gen  1:27»(  -  '   D) » 

Now  kno  we  uniq  creat  of  G,ea  us  uniqu,no  other  lik 
us,&  never  wil  B,(joke  Shirl  say  thro  mold  away) 
duz  this,:;  we  uniq  among  His  creation 
Scientist  2day  work  perfect  genes/chromos  &  perf  man 

I  no  Bliev  G  wil  permit  2  do  &  man  remain  unique 
But  if  I  r.      )UZ  TH]       p 

I  I?  anser  =-lom  8:16  &  part  1?,  . 
I  creatby  G,&  immediat  folo,I  CHILD  C      ,  but 
only  if  w©  turn  2  Xp  &  accept  as  personal  Cavior 
liany  hav  us  Bliev  no  matter  wat  do  or  say  we  ch  of  G 
not  so:U  may  sing  choir  umpteen  ye, usher , attend, but 
not  fam  of  G  this  way=Born  garag  no  mak  me  auto 
This  wat     y    3p  bear  witness  (  Roma  8:16) 
"   also  basic  3  say  ch  peop  Philipi,but  they  must 
hav  wonder  not  only  who, wat  they  wer,but  lik  us 

ED? 
I    anser  this  by  tel  tak  mor  than  accpt  Xp=press  on, 
folio,!  eep  working, cp  KJV,  RSVj  LIV  BIBf 
Ap-nrehend=Gr  word 9 seize, grasp , attain, tak  posess  etc 
.ier  word, I  say  import  thing  2  folio  daily  walk 
,  •  ~et  old  things  past , erase, blot  out  &  bgin 
folio  &  work  2day 

ch  2't  '  vs  14  say  why, (READ) 

.  ere"  ansers  2, WHO,  11  ;D=We  created, 

.e  child  G  accept  Xp,   we  2  use  talent/abil  folio  ,4 
is=Matur  -]>ians  wil  B  serv  Xpians 
How  many  us  matur?  Hov;  many  bother  seek  G  plan  4  lifl 
How  many  us  consult  Him  daily, determ      ie  want? 
Or  how  many  liv  lik  rest  world  &  liv  self  life? 
(Illus  Prof  &  question  million  dollars) 
Do  U  work  job  U  wud  do  4  nothing?  if  not  yes,  per  haps  U 
nevr  sot  G  4  lif  work,  2  many  peop  hav  wrong  attitud 
Armc  attitud/gud  ■  4  me  &  son, benefits  2  gud,both  defe£ 
Liv  material  age,mos  peop  feather  nest  #1  \  few  work 

occup  they  luv  &  it  job  G  reveal  4  them 
Short  bio=Gen  5: 27, nothing  rememb  4. (Illus  Js  as  comp. 
:     ,     ,   .    anser  correct?   if  No, talk  2  G 

ad  12b-1 


;i  /ho  Am  I?" 

t:  Philippians  3:12b-"h!- 

?TER.  IF  T  3IDED 

OIVvHRIST  JESUS.         I  ,  I  ■  -  -  : 

WHICH  AH        ,  .:TG 

!,  I  E  HIGH 

•US. 

Gcripture:  Philippians  3 

commented  upon  it, 
..o  one  lias  sai&xxfc ,  which  surprises  me  and  that  is  I  come  bach  from  vacation  and 

my  first  oermon  asks  the  question,       ua  I?"  The   question  would  make  it  appear 
that  somehow  or  other  during  our  last  worship  service  together,  and  today,  I  iianc 
must  have  lost  my  identity.       he  opposite  is  true.   father  than  having  lost 
my  identity  I  have  had  a  lot  of  time  to  re-think  many  things,  and  to  meditate 
and  to  look  to  God  £hk  in  prayer  and  to  seel:  His  guidance  for  future  days. 

'  i   Tod  has  impressed  upon  me  in  this  past  month  and  that  is  the  dire  need 
for  growth  in  our  spiritual  lives.  It  seems  that  almost  everything  I  hav<  read 
or  picked  up  to  read  in  the  past  month  has  stressed  the  importance  of  growth. 
-./ill  be  hearing  more  of  this  in  future  days,  and  you  will  having  more  op- 
portunites  to  grow  as  God  leads  in  additional  study  and  worship.  But  before 
we  begin,  let  us  loo!:  to  God  in  prayer  for  His  guidance  at  this  moment. 
A  popular  song  sung  '      ila  Clark  of  a  few  years  ago  ashed  the  provocative 
question,  "Who  Am  I?"   At  the  Cleveland  Billy  Graham  Crusade  in  July  19?2,  I  was 
seated  in  the  first  base  section  with  the  choir,  (if  you  can  imagine  old  gravel 
throat  as  being  in  a  choir) ,  and  Billy  Graham  began  his  message  for  that  evening 
by  asking  the  question,  "Who  Am  I?,  ./ho  .^e     .    A.  leather  lunged  youth  sitting 
in  the  right  field  stands  called  out  in  a  voice  that  could  be  heard  all  over  that 
dcipal  Stadium,  "I  Am  -omebody."  Mr.  Graham  answered,  "It's  too  bad  his  theo- 
logy is  not  as  good  as  his  lungs." 

She  answer  to  the  question,  "Who  Am  I?"  has  been  sought  by  man  since  the  creatio 
of  the  world,   perhaps  you  have  ashed  it  many  times,  maybe  you  haven't.   But  the 
f&c^t  remains  that  we  need  to  each  ask  ourselves  this  question,  "Who  Am  I?" 
In  order  to  do  so  we  find  that  we  must  answer  two  other  questions  which  arise 
immediately  upon  our  answer  to,  "Who  ;   So  In  order  to  do  so  in  logical 
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sequenee,  let  us  begin  by  answering  the  first  and  basic  question  and  go  on  from 

3. 

If  we  were  to  make  a  list  in  striving  to  answer  who  we  are  individually  we  would 

co   up  with  a  name,  then  perhaps  add  we  are  male  or  female.  Then   we  would  add 

our  occupation,  housewife,  laborer,  student  and  so  on.   These  are  all  thin 

which  characterize  each  of  us  and  help  to  set  us  apart  at  this  point.   But  to  an- 

v   the  question  theologically  as  Mr.  Graham  had  suggested  the  young  man  in  the 
right  field  stands  should  have  done,  we  need  to  turn  to  the  word  of  God.   .  e 
need  not  go  tiery  far,  for  in  the  very  first  chapter  of  the  booh  of  Genesis  God 
saya  in  the  26th  verse,  (Read  this).  Verse  27  tells  us,  (Read  this),  and  so 

aow  know,  "Who  Am  I?".   I  am  a  unique  creation  of  Sod.  Each  one  of  us  is 
Lque.  There  is  not  another  person  in  all  of  this  world,  nor  will  there  be 
another  person  in  this  world  exactly  like  you  or  me.  Many  ti      an  Shirley 
gets  a  little  provoked  with  me  she  will  say,  "I'm  glad  when  they  made  you  they 

way  the  mold."   Of  course  we  may  hid  about  things  like  this,  but  in  God's 
creation  this  is  exactly  what  I  e  doer;.   He  creates  one  of  a  kind  and  then  throws 

'  that  mold.   I  shudder  to  think  of  ;he  consequences  if  man  is  ever  able  to 
mass  produce  human  beings.   Scientists  today  are  wor      ard  and  feverishly  to 
discover  the  breakdown  of  genes  and  chromosomes  so  they  can  take  the  good  quali- 
ties of  a  race  or  group  of  people  and  then  produce  thousands  of  blue  eyed  blondes 
or  some  other  group.   But  I  do  not  believe  that  God  will  permit  man  to  unlock 
those  secrets,  and  so  we  can  rejoice  in  the  fact  that  fee  you  and  I  are  a  creatio 
lod  and  not  man.   .:e  are  distinct  and  unique,  created  In  His  inage. 

answers  the  question  of,  "Who  Am  I?,"  but  it  then  raises  the  question,  "If 
I  am  a  creation  of  3od  what  Am  I?  ..'hat  does  this  make  me?"  Again,  we  must  turn 
to  God's  Word  to  find  the  8nswer.  In  Paul's  letter  to  the  Romans,  the  8th  chap- 
ter, the  16th  and  part  of  the  17th  verses  we  read,  (Read  this).  This  means  that 
\iu...c  ^m  I?"  can  be  answered  by  the  answer  a  child  of  God.  But  does  this  mean 
that  since  I  am  created  by  God,  that  It  immediately  follows  that  I  am  one  of  lis 
children?   .iome  people  would  have  us  bolieve  this  fcc   .  -   There  are  those  and 
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many  of  them  are  in  mainline  denominations  today,  who  would  have  us  believe  tl  - 

latter  what  we  do  or  say,  or  no  matter  how  we  live,  we  are  the  children  of  God. 
But  this  is  wrong.   There  is  only  one  to  be  included  in  God's  family  and  that  is 
through  Jesus  Christ.   /hen  anyone  comes  to  Him,  accepts  Him  and  acknowledges 

as  their  personal  lord  and  S  viour,  that  person  then  becomes  a  member  of  the 
My  of  God,  You  can  join  a  church,  attend  all  of  its  services  for  many  years, 
you  can  sing  in  the  choir  all  of  your  life,  you  can  serve  on  the  official  board 
for  umpteen  years,  and  none  of  this  will  make  you  a  member  of  the  family  of  God. 
That's  like  saying  because  someone  is  born  in  a  garage  he  is  an  automobile.  You 
can  only  becomes  a  child  of  God  through  the  acceptance  of  Jesus  Christ.   This  is 
what  Paul  is  saying  about  the  Spirit  bearing  witness  with  our  spirit,   ,,'hen  we 
come  to  Christ  the  Holy  Jpirit  indwells  us  and  we  begin  to  know  that  that  Holy 
Spirit  is  there  because  He  makes  His  presence  kn 

How  this  is  basically  what  Paul  was  saying  to  these  church  people  at  Philippi. 
Ik  'as  telling  them  very  basically  how  to  live.   But  the  people  of    Llippi  must 
have  wondered  about  ",7ho  They  Herr%"  and  "'.('hat  They  Were,"  but  they  must  also 
have  wondered  even  as  we  do,  "Why  ./as  I  Created?"  Paul  answers  this  question  for 
the  Philippians  and  for  us  as  well.  This  3rd  chapter  was  devoted  to  telling  k 
they  were  now  Christians  having  accepted  Christ,  but  then  it  takes  more  than  this 
to  be  a  follower  of  Him.   Beginning  at  the  middle  of  the  12th  verse  we  read, 

sad  this).   The  RSV  has  for  follow  after,  "Press  on,"  and  the  Living  Bible 
states  it,  as,  "I  keep  working."   I  am  sure  that  you  figured  since  this  is  Labor 

iday,  that  sooner  or  later  I  would  get  around  to  working.   .."ell,  this  is  what 
Paul  was  talking  about.  He  was  saying  as  Living  Bible  has  it,  (  lead  this  at 
bottom  of  Thompson  kJV) ,  The  word  apprehend,  comes  from  a  Greek  workd  which  meaH 
to  lay  hold  of,  to  take,  to  grasp,  to  attain,  to  seize,  to  take  possession  of. 
In  other  words  Paul  is  E    '  :  that  the  important  thing  for  believers  is  to  fol- 
lk>_  after  Christ,  in  their  daily  walk.  He  ;;oes  on  to  say  in  the  13th  verse, 

ad).   We  are  to  forget  those  things  which  lie  behind  us.  lxhej   are  gone  and 
should  be  foggotten.  Those  aid  hurts  and  wounds,  those  things  done  to  us,  and 


those  tilings  we  have  done  to  others.  Stop  thinking  about  then,  erase  then,  and 
t>]    them  out  and  begin  to  follow  and  to  work  today.   He  nays  he  is  reaching  to 

things  which  lie  beyond.  And  in  the  "14-th  verse  the  reason  for  these  labors 
is  made  evident,  (Read  this). 

Here  we  have  "Who  Am  I,  .hat  Am  I,  and  fay  Was  I  Created?"  i/e  are  created,  we  are 
a  child  of  God  if  we  have  accepted  Christ,  and  hhm  we  are  to  use  the  Sod  given 
abilities  and  talents  we  have  to  follow  Christ,  From  this  we  can  say  that  mature 
ians  will  be  serving  Christians,  But  how  many  of  us  are  mature 2  How  many 
of  us  have  bothered  to  try  to  follow  God's  plan  for  our  lives?  How  many  of  us 
are  consulting  Him  daily  and  detrmining  what  He  wants  us  to  do?   Or  rather,  ho 
many  of  us  are  doing  like  the  majority  of  the  world,  living  the  self -life,  and 
then  wondering  why  nothing  seems  to  fall  into  place? 

A  certain  State  University  professor  would  ask  his  class,  "./hat  would  you  do  if 
you  had  a  million  dollars?"  He  would  naturally  get  all  sorts  of  answers.  But 

riably  he  would  receive  one  answer  that  would  state  something  like,  "If  I  did- 
n't have  to  worry  about  money  I'd  be  a  scientist,  or  a  geologist,  etc."   His 
purpose  in  this  was  to  brin  out  that  the  individual  should  look  to  his  life  and 
to  see  what  he  or  she  was  qualified  to  do.   But  he  was  also  pointing  out  that  we 
should  get  involved  in  the  ?h  occupation  that  would  do  for  nothing,  because  that 
is  the  only  thing  we  can  do.   How  about  you?  Are  you  working  at  the  job  you 
would  work  at  even  if  you  wouldn't      aid,  simply  because  you  love  it?  If  you 
cannot  answer  yes,  then  perhaps  you  have  never  sought  Sod's  guidance  in  what  He 
wanted  you  to  do  for  a  life's  work.  3?oo  many  people  have  the  wrong  attitude  to- 
ward work.   One  of  the  dangers  of  a  town  like  Butler  is  for  its  people  to  develop 
a  steel  mill  attitude,  and  many  of  them  have.      attitude  is  one  of,  "  .ell,  I've 
worked  at  Armco  for  X  number  of  years,  and  it  has  provided  me  with  all  sorts  of 
benefits,  and  a  good  income  for  my  family,  and  if  it'   oo<  enough  or  e,  it 
sk_j.ld  be  good  enough  for  my  sons."  Or  the  attitude  will  be  developed,  "I  can't 
get  the  benefits  I  receive  from  Armco  at  any  other  place  and  so  That  is  why  I 
work  there."   lou  see,  both  of  these  attitudes  are  self-defeating,   fo  adopt 
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eitlier  of  them  is  to  rule  out  God  in  our  lives  or  the  lives  of  our  children. 

B  it  or  not  we  are  living  in  a  society  that  is  materialistic  and  only  con- 
cerned with  feathering  the  nest  of  old  number  one,  and  the  heck  with  everyone 
else.   Very  few  people  are  in  the  occupation  they  hold  today  because  they  love 
it,  and  it  is  the  one  God  has  reveled  He  wants  them  to  be  in.  Lost  people  are 
only  in  their  .lobs  Tor  the  benefits  they  can  receive,  and  this  is  one  of  the 

;edies  of  our  age. 

But  it  is  not  something  that  hasn't  been  going  on  for  a  long  time.   The  shortest 

bio       in  the  Bible  is  found  in  Genesis  5  =  27-  Let  me  read  this  for  you,  Q 

All  that  we  know  of  Methuselah  is  that  he  lived  969  j^ears  and  he  died.  Nothing 

else  is  said  about  him.   He  never  did  any';  ting  worth  being  remembered  for. 

Contrast  that  with  a  teacher  who  was  content  to  teach  and  never  went  on  strike. 

Ltb  a  Doctor  who  iiaaiK  gave  medical  assistance  to  many  people  whether  they 

had  medicare  or  social  security  or  not.  Or  with  a  carpenter  who  didn't  demand 

i   on  wages  and  refuse  to  work,   i  r  with  a  social  worker  who  fed  thousands  free. 

And  they  crucified  this  man.   But  you  see  Jesus  Christ  has  been  recorded  in  all 

of  history  and  has  lived  on  for  over  2000  years,  and  .lis  name  will  live  on  for 

all  of  eternity. 

Can  you  ash  the  question,  "  Jho  Am  I?",  arc.  know  for  certain  that  you  are  a  unique 

creation  of  God?  Can  you  ask  yourself  the  question  w  "What  Am  I?,"  and  know  for 

know 
certain  that  you  are  a  child  of  God  because  you  ksraKxcusagxfcH  Christ  as  your  Lord 

and  javiour?   Can  you  answer  the  question,  "  created?,"  and  answer  that 

you  were  created  to  follow  Christ  and  use  the  God  given  talents  you  have  to  serve 

Him,  and  truthfully  answer  that  you  are  doing  this?  I  '.  tust  answer  no  to 

any  of  them,  then  you  need  to  talk  to  God  about  this,  This  is  the  way  5od 

patterned  it  for  each  of  us.   Kay  God  move  us  to  make  the  proper  adjustments  in 

our  individual  lives  so  that  we  can  say  with  Paul,  (Head  vss  12b-14.) 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Fifteenth  Sunday  After  Pentecost       September  11,  197? 
The  Rev,  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Tim  Fry,  Robin  Knauer  -  Acolytes 

ORDEH  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:      irLift  Up  Your  Heads"  arr  +  by  Thompson 
Rol  Thompson  -  Alto  Saxaphone 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  30  "Come,  we  who  love  the  Lord" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Almighty  God,  we  thank  you  for 
the  health  and  strength  you  give  us  to  earn,  our  keep. 
Give  us  not  only  thankful  hearts,  but  a  new  desire  to  do 
all  labor  well.   Forgive  us  for  any  strife  or  discord 
we  may  create  in  our  work.   Free  us  from  causing  problems 
with  our  fellow  workers.  Let  us  love  instead  of  hate* 
and  cleanse  us  once  again.   This  we  ask  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  our  Lord.   Amen." 
•Kyrie       (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

■0  Lord  open  our  lips 

And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
551 

Daniel  1 
"Dear  Father,  to  Thy  mercy-seat" 
Apostles'  Creed) 


•Pastor: 
•People: 
•Doxology   No. 
Scripture: 
Hymn  No.  229 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 
Pastor: 
People: 
Pastor: 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory   "Meditation" 
Anthem    "The  Heavens  are  Telling" 

Sung  by  the  Chancel  Choir 
Scrttcn:       "HEADS  OR  HEARTS?" 
Pr  *r  and  Lord's  Prayer 


The  Lord  be  with  you. 
And  with  thy  spirit. 
Let  us  Pray. 


Becker 
Beethoven 


Hymn   No.    292      "Onward*    Christian   soldiers" 

Postlude:  "Rigaudon"  Campra 

- -  ""Congregation  Standing  -------- 

The   Lovely  Flowers  on   the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Art  Snyder  in  Honor  of  his   "Mother"  Mrs.    Annetta 
Snyder.      She  will   be  87  on  Sept.    14th.    (Wednesday). 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:      *Wally  Feder,    John  SnowT 
Mont  MacKinney.  Herb  Shearer  and  Steve  Vargo. 

Deacon  and  Mrs.    Richard  Mangel  will  greet   the 
Congregation  and  Friends  at   the  door  this  morning. 

Nursery  will   be  provided   today  by    Tom  and  Judy 
Hassart  and  Kelley  Shakely. 

The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  148 

Hospitalized:     Mrs.   Bessie  Hampton,  eiy  (hone 

today 

YOUTH  CHOIR  -  If  you  are  interested  in  being  in  the 
Youth  Choir  sign  up  in  the  Office  today.   Whether 
you  signed  up  before  for  a  previous  year  -  you  are 
requested  to  sign  up  again  so  we  can  tell  how  many 

will  be  in  this  group, 

CONGREGATIONAL  MEETING  -  TONIGHT  AT  7:00  P.M.   The 

only  way  you  can  vote  is  to  be  herei   Bids  have  been 

gone  over  and  will  be  submitted  this  evening. 
Mr.  &   Mrs.  Roy  Pflugh  would  like  to  thank  the 

Congregation  for  the  many  cards  and  good  wishes 

for  their  57  Wedding  Anniv.  last  Thursday. 
Thurs.  -  15th  -  Mary  Martha  Circle  meeting  10:00  A.M. 

Will  work  on  Bazaar  items.  Please  remember  to  bring 

your  baked  goods  for  Meals-on-Wheels.   Lunch  will  be 

served  by  Dru  Rensel* 
Golden  Circle  -  cookies  for  Meals-on-Wheels  have  to 

be  in  by  pick  up  Tuesday  morning. 
Saturday  -  17  -  Weiner  Roast  at  the  Harry  Fry  Home 

for  the  ARC  Class  Famililies.   Harry  Fry's  and 

Bob  Dellen*s  in  charge.   Bring  your  own  hot  dogs  and 

buns.  -  Time  is  8:00  P.M. 
^>  Next  Sunday  -  7:00  -  Centenial  Committee  Meeting  - 

Anyone  having  any  ideas  or  interest  for  the  100th 

Celebration  -  you  are  asked  to  attend 
^>  Next  Sunday  -  7:00  -  Informal  sing-a-long  from  9  yrs- 

of  age  thru  90  years  of  age.  See  article  in  Newsletter 

on  this  (At  the  Church) 
^>Mrs.  Annetta  Snyder  will  be  97  on  Wed*  Her  address 

is  P.  0*  Box  671  Greenville,  Pa.  16125  (Gre  ,il  T  e*  Hone) 


"Heads  Or  Heart - 
xt:  Dan.  1:3,12-13,15;   Jcrip:  Dan  1 

:"."   -.."     start  Dan  2morow  .\  this  controv  book 
stfcr  say  fict, other  say  Dan  real: may  choos  but  mu 

i  if'  no  Bliev  then  call  found  our  faith  liar(Js  Xp 
Iscum  matt  wheth  acpt  Dai         .(intel),or  hart 
As  Ik  chap  1  ,vss  3, ;i-, chief  eunich  king  Bab  tool;  yng 
men  royal  fam  3  yr  period  2B  taut  language 
this  fulfil  wat  sed  2  Hezekiab  Isaiah  39:5-7 

irmise  then  Dan  &  3  men  royal  blood, H  Bcum  eunuch 
3bechadne2zer  palace 
>=given  food  same  as  king 

^=names  chang  &  signif  of  given  pagan  names 
Dan  about  20  this  time  &  must  been  strong  in  ^ord 
8*took  lot  courag  2  do 
^  "5WlO=01iief  Eunuch  fear  4  head 
vss  1l»nan  appeal  2  next  in  command 
vs  12-14--i)nn  make  bargain 
vs  1'5-=Ile  agrees 
Y.2— 15=:^'he  result 
Ajad  finish  of  chap  prov  Dan  &  companions  found  favor 

Last  week  state  we  need  2  grow  spiritually 
2day  lesson  gud  start  point  &  formula=. 
=  .  'I'riyM.iiT-fiad  vs  8: Dan  intentmoned  he  no  go  agin  G 
He  turn  lif ,probs  everthin  2  G:no  did  situation  1st 
G=1st  &  4-most  his  lif  &  this  lesson  4  us, 

Ld  as  Is  37:5  say; Here  wat  G  wants  from  us 
Submit  2  sovert:/  of  G  &  let  Him  lead  H  direct  us 
H^H-;U\ .;-::: read  vss  12,1 3; this  Trust  pur  4-th  in  complete 
ssur  G  no  let  down 

:?,n  knew  G  no  turn  back  on  them  &  Dan  fulfil  with 
his  lif  wat  thoz  folio  aft  shud  do  &  we  giv  this 
instruct  in  Prov  3 : 5 

This  wat  taks=1st  uncond  surrend  2  Him;2nd  complete 
trust  He  sho  us  His  will  4  livs 
"i-=  _-(LL  |_;vf!  15  Sc  here  miracl  G  &  sho  wat  3  can  do 
man  cannot 
science  wud  ask  us  2  show  visibl  proof  this  happen 
this  incident  took  place 
It  Bcum  matter  whether  we  accept  authenticity  of  this 
with  harts  or  heads. 
Dan  did  it  all  with  hart  wat       rilling  2  do? 


"Head:; 
Text:  Daniel  1 : G ,12-1 3*1 5 

ipture:  Daniel  1. 
The  present  da      ;htenment  lias  caused  most  people  to        their  own  en- 
lightenment. Knowledge  has  been  on  the  increase  for  the  past  few  years  to  the 
extent  thai      .-lay's  world  srcKxjtfchdbig  we  know  much,  much  more  about  more  things 
than  was  o      .lamed  possible  even  a  decade  ago.   low  many  of  us  who  read  conies 
like  Flash  Gordon  with  its  science  fiction  theme  would  have  ever  dreamed" 
today  in  our  lifetime  there  are  rockets  speed:      ward  Jupiter  and  Saturn  and 
will  arrive  in  197?  and  "V>  07   ?rom  this  we  can  see  that  much  of  the  think:, 
of  some  years  ago  has  had  to  he  radically  revised. 

But  one  area  that  has  been  under  attack  HiHHgqpcXEEXEKrixixs  centuries  has  been  J: 
area  conce      the  authenticity  of  the  Bible  and  in  particular  certain  books  of 
the  Bible.   In  the  late  I^OO's  and  early  1900's  a  certain  school  of  Biblical 
scholars  arose  who  put  forth  certain  hypotheses  based  upon  the  then  scant  arch- 
logical  findings  available,  and  their  conclusions  were       uch  of  the  Bible 
was  to  be  disproved.   But  thankfully  xe  ncdarn  archaeology  has  uncovered  many 
things  which  make  their  findings  null  and  void,   oo  it  is  always  a  question  of 

■  accept  things  with  our  intellects,  or  our  heads,  or  whether  e  accept 
them  with  our  instinnts  and  emotions,  or  our  hearts  in  other  words.  This  is  the 
question  which  faces  each  of  us  in  this  day  and  age  and  it  is  a  question  we  need 
to  EKSHJoCExaHitxwJEEs  wrestle  with  and  resolve. 

nee  again  because  we  are  to  be  reading  in  Daniel  with  our  daily  Bible  readings, 
we  are  making  use  of  a  portion  of  that  book  for  today.   But  here  is  a  controvers- 
ial hook  which  is  considered  fiction  by  many,  many  people.   Yet  Jesus  Christ 
Himself  makes  mention  of  Daniel  in  a  way  that  can  only  show  us  that  Christ 
referring  to  Daniel  as  an  actual  person.   Jhich  should  determine  for  us  where 
we  stand  at  this  point.   If  we  believe  as  so  many  people  want  us  to  believe  that 
^x_iiel  is  fictitious  and  a  non  existent  person,  then  we  are  standing  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  founder  of  our  faith  and  calling  Bim  a  liar.   5o  it  beomces  a 
matter  of  whether  we  accept  Daniel  with  our  intellects,  or  our  head  knowled 


from  what  we  can  read,  or  whether  we  accept  it  with  our  hearts,  because  Jesus 

1st  tells  us  what  Daniel  is  and  was.   ./ithvthese  thoughts  in  mind  I  would  like 

you  to  explore  with  me,  this  first  chapter  of  Daniel  this  momin  ■ 

:-,   4th 
..'e  read  in  the  3rdy|vers33^that  the  chief  sees,   eunuch  of  the  king  of  Babylon  took 

cerain  young  men  of  the  royal  family  for  a  3  year  period  to  be  b   ;ht  the  language 

:an  see  from  this  a  fulfillment  of  a  prophecy  which  was  given  ;  Hezefci 
by  Isaiah  as  found  in  Isaiah  39 J 5-7 •  -e  can  surmise  from  this  then  that  Daniel 
and  the  other  3  fellows  were  of  "oyal  family,  and  that  they  became  eunuchSs 
in  the  palace  of       houchadnezsar. 

vs  3  and  they  '      iven  the  food  set  before  the  king,   vs  7  their  names  were 
changed.   This  may  not  seem  too  significant  on  the  surface,  but  when  one  re- 
alizes thai  leir   ebrew  names  meant  something  religious,  and  then  kniws 
that  they  were  ;:Iven  ?ag      les  about  pagan  gods,  it  bee  '  -ificant. 
Daniel     i  ,    od  is  m;       ,     aniah  meant,  "beloved  of  the  Lord,"  Mishael 

,   ho  is  as  Sod,"  and  Azariah  meant,  '   -  :uord  is  my  help,"  They  were 
changed  to  Belteshazzar  which  meant,  "Whom  Bel  favors,"  Shadrach  which  meant, 
"Illumine-     :he  sun  god,"  Meshach  which  meant,  "  /ho  Is  like  Venus, %   and 
nego  which  meant,  :lfhe  servant        .     ^e,ze   were  pagan  names,  having  re- 
ference ot  pagan  gods,  and  should  have  led  them  to  the  heathenism  in  which  they 
were  now  a  part.   .hen  we  consider  that  Daniel  was  probably  about  20  when  this 
took  place,  we  see  that  he  must  have  had  a  very  strong  foundation  in  the  Lord  to 
reist  the  very  tmajitiHS  alluri  -   bem  Nations  around  him. 

So  it  is  we  read,  (vs  8).   This  took  a  great  deal  of  courage.   But  Daniel  did  it 
not  n  a  denial  '    ray,  but  in  a  nice  way.   Dais  lei  the  prince  of  the  eunuch's 
to  explain  to  Daniel  that  he  could  lose  his  life  if  he  gave  in  to  the  wishes  of 
Daniel  and  the  others.   3o  Daniel  requests  this  of  the  steward  the  prince  of  the 
eunuch's  had  placed  over  them,  but  this  time  Da  Lei     is  a  bragain,  vss  11-14-. 

,-n  we  read  that  after  the  10  day  period  the  pulse,  or  herbs  and  vegetables 
that  had  eaten  gave  them  a  better  appearance  than  the  others  who  had  remained  on 
the   ■   is  diet.  e  read  the  finish  to  this  chapter  we  saw  that  Daniel 


and  his  companions  had.  found  favor  in  the  sight  of  the  king* 

Y   have  heard  me  sa^  several  times  that  we  can  find  formulas  for  all  of  life 

from  God's  ford  an"  this  is  another  case  in  point.        sek  I  had  stated  that 

Gach  of  us  needs  to  work  on  in  our  individual  lives  is  .jpiritual  growth, 
'-y' 3  lesson  for  us  is  a  good  starting  point,   Tf  we  want  to  break  it  down  into 
somethi  ~*      member  the  letters  PTI  would    '  'ice* 

The  first  lett  ?    rbands  for        !•   In  the  8th  vs  we  read,  (read),  and 
see  fro.  D,  or  that  Daniel  delibex      intentioned  that 

he  was  not  going  to  go  against  : ted  him  to  do.   In  other  words  Daniel 

turned  his  life  and  all  of  these  problem::  over  to  God  for  care  and 
didn't  go  through  with  the  situation  first  and  then  seel:  God's  guidance.   God 
was  placed  first  and  foremost  in  his  life.   '-he  lesson  here  is  clear  fore  all  of 
us.  It  is:  anything  we  do  should  first,  be  placed  in    '     ds  and  \:e  should 

his  guidance  before  we  act.  This  is  the  first  step  1  urity 

a  doing  the  exact  thing  we  are  admonished  to  do  in  Is  aim  37:5,  (ready, 
here  is  a  total  commitment  to  what      ants  and  not  what  we  want.   ..'ft  must  sub- 
mit to  the  sovereignty  of  God  and  let  Him  lead  and  direct  u  . 
The  second  letter  :r±,!1  stands  for  re  see  this  in  evidence  in  the  12th 

verse:.    is  is  a  trust  that  is  put  forth  in  complete  assurance  that 
God  is  not    '    to  let  us  down.   Daniel  knew  that  God  would  not  turn  His  teach- 
on  them.     ■      ' a  Daniel  was  fulfilling  with  his  life  what  those  who  followed 
after  should  do  and        given  this  instruction  in  Proverbs  5-5.  J  is  what 

it  takes.  First,  an  unc        :    surrender  of  all  of  our  life  to  Dim,  and  then 
the  complete  trust  that  He  is  not  only  going  to  t  he  care  of  all  things,  but 
is  -      o   show  us  His  will  for  our  lives. 

is  brings  us  to  the  letter  "P"  which  stands  for  .     .   The  proof       that 
has  been  conveyed  to  God,  and  the  turct  that  somes 

■       .   J'or  Daniel  i    .s  in  the  1;;th  verse  tX  read  of  this  PROOF. 

Here  is  one  of  God's  miracles.   It  shows  again  something  which  only  Jod  can  do 
_nd  man  cannot.   The  world  of  science  and  all  of  the  other  intellectual  arcs 


_/L_ 

would  ask  you  and  I  to  show  visible  proof  this  incident  real]  ice.   So  it 

b   oines  a  matter  of  whether  we  accept  the  authenticity  of  this  with  our  Hear   , 
or  with  our  Heads. 

brings  us  to  our  present  time  here  at  3t«  Paul1  .  Llling  to  place 

everything  in  God's  hands  and  trust  Him  to  take  care  of  all  of  our  needs,  and 
then  await  His  ^roof?  Or  are  we  wanting  to  do  it  our  way?     '    we  are  being 

to  meet  to  determine  just  this.  Many  of  us  have  pre-conceivocl  ideas  of 
what  we  are  going  to  do.  But  the  question  remains  what  does  Sod  want  us  to  do.? 

\j   have  said  1  won't  give  a  dime  for  a  building  because  ke  I  feel  we  don't 
need  it.   .ihat  has  God  said  to  you  about  that,  or  is  that  your  own  thiniin 
1  would  trust  that  all  of  you  here  this  morni   ,   3  will  be  here  -  . 

I  would  also  ask  you  that  between  now  and  then  you  and   ff(   tit  this  entire  tbi 
to  the  Lord  and  that  m.   tonight  we  vote  in  the  knowledge  that  God  is  asking  us 
to  vote  with  our  Hearts  and  not  our  Heads.   ..'e  may  know  a  lot  of  things,  but  one 

to  know,       :  is  if  we  mJ»e»«iK' xfcfri n x  'fcHxfiaifcnmtat xTckbm x.&frafe.x3ig 
k±±±  :  i.  hearts  tl  -   a  are  placi  hands,  and  then 

-■■:!   our  00  LUST  by  reaching  out  in  faith,  then  we  will  see  the        scause  God 
'  self  will  supply  it. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Sixteenth  Sunday  After  Pentecost     September  IS,  1977 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Patty  MeWilliams,  Jeff  Campbell  -  AColytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude  "Andante"  McAmis 

♦Processional  Hymn  No.  21  "Joyful,  joyful,  we  adore  Thee" 
♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Exhortation 

♦Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  Lord  Jesus  Christ  who  didst 
give  Thy  life  for  us  that  we  might  receive  pardon  and 
peace,  mercifully  cleanse  us  from  all  sin,  and  evermore 
keep  us  in  Thy  favor  and  love,  who  livest  and  reignest 
with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  ever  one  God, 
world  without  end.  Amen." 
•Kyrie      (Choir,  Congrajation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Praise 

♦Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 
♦People:   And  our  mouth 
♦Doxology   No.  551 
Scripture:       2  Chronicles  36:  9-21 
Hymn  No.  223  "God  of  pity,  God  of  grace" 
♦Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
♦Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray, 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 

Installation  of  Officers  from  Women's  Fellowship 
Offering 

Offertory  "As  we  come  to  Thee  in  Prayer"  CArmichael 
Liz  Armstrong  and  Karen  Maloney 
Anthem:     "My  Ood  and  I"  Sergei 

Sung  by  Chancel  Choir 
Sermon:    "PAVING  FOR  THE  FREE  LUNCH" 
PrBver  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Ky   No.   217    "Rock  of  Ages,  cleft  for  me" 
Postlude:     "Charonne"  Couperin 


The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
the  Women's  Mary  Prugh  Circle  in  memory  of  departed 
members. 
Serving  as  UshErs  today  are  *Robbie  Vinroe,  Brian 

Pfabe,  Steve  Basehore,  Chris  Pfabe  and  Bob  Dellen. 
Elder  and  Mrs.  Mike  Nazaruk  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  wa3  194 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:   Barb  Vargo, 
Marlene  Riemer,  and  Mary  Dellen. 
—Tonight  -  6:00  -  Meeting  of  Building  Planning  Committee. 
^Tonight  -  7:00  -  Centennial  Committee  Meeting  -  Anyone 
interest  is  asked  to  attend,  or  anyone  having  anything 
that  would  be  of  interest  to  our  people  for  the  100th 
anniversary. 
^5>Tonight  -  7:00  -  Informal  sing-a-l.ong.   If  you  are 

from  9  thru  90  -  you  are  invited  to  attend  this  sing- 
a-long.   It  will  be  held  in  the  Sanctuary.  The  purpose 
will  be  to  further  the  word  of  God  through  our  music. 
We  want  your  support,  whether  it  is  through  your 
musical  talen  (vocal  or  instrumental)  or  through  your 
prayers.  Together,  let's  make  it  work.   (See  Newsletter 
^Our  Congratulations  to  Mr.  &   Mrs.  Clifford  Stepp  who 
^celebrated  their  4?nrt  anniversary  Fri.  Sept.  16th.  _j 
Monday  -   c:00  -  Fidelity  Bible  Class  tureen  Dinner. 
Bring  your  own  table  service.  Meat,  dessert  and 
beverage  will  be  furnished. 
Wed.  -  7:30  -  Golden  Circle  meeting  -  we  will  be  working 

on  items  for  the  Bazaar. 
Wed.  -  6:30  -  YOUTH  CHOIR  REHERSAL 
Wed.  -  7:00  -  CHANCEL  CHOIR  REHERSAL 
Thurs.  -  7:00  -  BIBLE  STUDY 
Next  Sunday  -  5:30  -  CONGREGATIONAL  DINNER  AND 

MEETING.  ///fSiSStr       /%Sl      MAK&/S*M 
Butler  Fellowship  of  Churches  is  sponsoring  the  second 
annual  CROP  WALK  and  our  Church  will  be  participating. 
The  date  is  October  2  (Sunday)  25*  will  go  towards 
the  Johnstown  Flood  and  the  rest  will  go  to  Church 
World  Service. 
Oct.  2  is  also  WORLD  WIDE  COMMUNION  -  11:00  (Pews); 
7:30  (Altar). 
7  Hospitalized:   Mrs.  Bessie  Hampton,    . 


■  ing  ?or  The  Free  Lunch" 
xt:  2  Chron.  56:16,    crip.  2  Chron.  ^6:9-21 

Dal   Bib  redgs:Chron  order  4— 2nd  yr  make  sense 

x  tied  2  rdg  2day  "  ther4  events  tak  dif  signif 

■ee  lunch  &  suml  must  pay  8b  scrip  case  in  point 
reg:vs  Sx  9=Jehoi  18(2  Ki  24:8) 

vs  10=Jehoi  uncle(2  Kin  24:17) , mistakes  in  cc 
no  mean  Bib  wrong, but  copy  err-Expl  Iv  ,iot  off 
Jehoi  Sb  zed  no  do  wat  rt  site  of  Lord 
vs  12=Zed  no  rever  prop  Jer, (Bcuz  spokesman  4  G)  MM 
13=  "  turn  agin  Neb  who  put  in  power 
14=]  riests  8c  peop  had  turn  from  G 
15=God  sent  messengers  2  them 
16=(TEXT)Completely  ignored  these  sent  by  G 
17-20=*wat  took  place  Bcuz  this 
21 -Fulfil  word  of  Jer 
Thus  from  Bib  rdgs  shud  hav  idea  wat  hap  2  peop 
red  Jer  4  instance  aft  Neb  apoint  man  Gedaiiah  2  rul 
peoD  left  Judah 
Ishmael  kil  Ged  &  thez  peop  flee  2  Lgypt  &  <jer  plea 
with  them  2  turn  from  evil  ways  &  remem  other/Babyl 
this  found  44  chap  Jeremi ah 
Vss  15-3&  19=their  anser  2  him 

:pl:heathen  worship  2  Qn  Hvn  Ishtar=G  fertility 
Jew  women  ' '   rith  consent  of  husbands 
baked  cakes, burn  incens,&  indulg  prostitution 
Jer  remind  others  Sc  Babylon&  same  2  happem  2  them 

But  they  anser  16b 
Cp  this  2  Accpt  X        after/Worldlinesi     odline 
^n  cum  2  Lord      ret  2  Satan  &  try  2  turn  us  from 
ler  nothing  free  in  world  except  Lalv  &  this  relm 
,  ,   if  liv  4  world  then  must  pay  price 
(Illus  boy  -rite  girl  undy  luv  n-.  then  surprise  ending 

peop  want  2B  Xians,but  no  willing  pay  price 
(Illus  I  readier  8s  only  16  dollars  left) 
Unfortunately  many  Ch  peop  lik  this:wil  cum  if  can 
,.e  R  quite  will  2  serv  Xp  if  sumthin  in  it  4  me 
Ancient  world  hat  Oh  Bcuz  it  pos  thret  2  them  &  if 
permit  2  gro  wud  ment  deth  worldly  society  &  no  toler 
rationliz  selfishnes  2  the  world: spend  money  enuf 
4  trifles  kh&  don't  need  cud  send  100's  missionries 

in2  world 
How  can  motivate  yng  peop  wen  0  our  indiff? 

re  say  2  Lord  as  Jer  44:16? 
note  Jn  Lesley  8c  100  preachers  chang  world) 

ier  100  sma  mems  this  Ch  wil  2  embrac  cros 
2H£elf  ■    manifest  in  then?  lieed  2  Imo  wheth 
lif  or  worl  lif  ther  nric  2  pay  L.  ve  mu£  chooz  sides 
Must  start  Laying  4  Free  .  uncn.  bxd  worl  demand  pay- 
that  lead  2  destruc/G  demand .pay  that  lead  etern  I 

o  we  sincerely  want/ 


. 


ree  Lunch" 

:    broniclea  ■  >: 
BUT  TEE  1  ,  , 

,  -  •  LE,  .ILL 

ocripture:  2  Chronicles  36:9-21 

XHKxfcanxfcangxags  For  those  of  yo^^  who  are  reading  the  daily  Bible  readings 

I  would  hope  that  this  year  has  taken  on  s   '    'ent  aspect  for  you.   I  say 

is  because  for  the  second  year  we  are  i    '.  ;  the  Bible  through  in  chrono- 
logical order.   This  neans  that  we  are  reading  the  Bible  as  the  events  took 
place  in  ta  ■  :       to  the  regular  order  of  the  3ooks.  i±   The  read- 

ings this  year  are  making  more  sense  to  m       they  did  last  year  ai     ope 
they  are  for  you  as  well.   Our  readings  this  past  week  from  Daniel  are  1 ' 
into  what  our  readings  are  to  be  for  today.   Therefore,  a  lot  of  the  events 
depicted  in  our  Scripture  for  this  morning  should  take  on  a  different  signifi- 
cance for  us. 

too  long  ago  one  of  our  men      sported  that  at  a  businei     sting  so.:ie- 

,  KS&sx&s;  "There  are  no  free  lunches  anymore. ;|    lis 
of  course  '      aean  that  the  day  is  past  in  which       .inches  -.'ere  provided 
by  certai     iness  establishments  to  get  you  into  their  place  of  business. 
It  means  also  that  everything  has  a  price  and  must  be  paid  for.  Our  scripture 
for  this  g:  •  -    is  a  case  in  point.  Let  us  look  again  at  this  portion  of 
Scripture.    ir  '~,  is  re  rei     :'    fch  verse  we  see  that  Jehoiachin  was  S  years 
old  when  he  began  to  reign.   This  is  probably  an  editors  mistake.   texxsx&x&K 

is  Is  actually  one  of  two  which  are  found  in  Vdiis  portion  of  Scripture. 
_■■  :.  in  2  kings  24:8,  (read  this),  and  so  we  assume  that  in  the  copying  of 
the  record  as  found  Chronicles  the  editor  made  a  mi     .       can  easily  be 
explained  by  stating  that  in  -     certain  little  Jot  or  hook  on  one 

of  the  letters  was  omitted  or  not  made  quite  accurately  it  could  mean  another 
word  altogether.  The  greek  is  like  this  if  a  certain  accent  sign  is  placed  in 

ifferent  way.   This  doesn't  mean  now  that  the  Bible  is  wrong  and  I  am  say- 
In-  so.   It  mere".      is  that  this  is  probably  a  clerical  mistake  during  the 

of  one  of  the  manuscri;   .   The  second  error  Is  found  in  the  10th  verse 


-2- 

which  tells  us   that  his   brother   Zedekiah  was   made  Icing  in  his   stead  by  King 

buchdnezzar.      This   is   again  found  in  _    l±  :17.  '  -'•   is  the  uncle  then 

of   Jehoiachin,   not   his   brother. 

..e    see  that  both  Jehoiachin  and  Zedekiah  did  not  do  what  was  right  in  the   sight 
of  the  lord,      ^his  merely  means  that  they  did  not  lead  the  people   in  the  pat 
and  ways   of  righteousness,   but  instead  did  those  things  which  were   contrary  to 
the    .j'or/d   of  God,       !e  read  in  the   12th  verse   that  Zedekiah  did  not  humble  him- 
self to   Jeremiah  the   prophet.      What  thfs   means   is   that   even  t'~  3  j   up 
to   and  respected   the  prophet   of  God.      He   was   revered  not  because  he   was   someone 
special,   but  because  he  was   the   spokesman  for  God.      In  verse   13  we   see   that 
Zedekiah  even  turned  against  Nebuchadnezzar  who  had  put  him  into  power.      S&S 
sfKMXsh.  :i3HH3±H3di3c±!ci5KBHxt?ckKHz:isiSE:  ^S2SiiC£lqcxtox3aQ^HM^HMa:^idgcxapc3raifflHKfcx^ 
khK!HXEiasaH±SKi±:cxHxica^;Hsal5iQ::undHr  :ths:cEESiE®^:xH£xxsiiM2ha.iinEzsjray     ..aid   30  we   see 
that   the   priests   and  the  people   had  turned  from  God  and  it   is   in  verse   15  we   see 
__  at   God  had   cone   to   turn  them  from  their   evil   way    . 
But  they  would  not  listen  and   so  in  verse  15  our  text,   we  read  fcft3£>C£sE£Kiks:  of 

;ir  actions.   Following  this  the  destruction  of  Judah  and  the  overthrow  of 
Jerusalem  toot  place.   All  of  this  was  in  fulfillment  of  the  prophecy  of  Jere- 
miah, vs  21. 

And  so  it  is  that  through  our  Bible  readings  of  the  past  week  or  so  we  shoi 
have  an  idea  of  what  happened  to  these  people.   In  the  book  of  Jeremiah  we 
read  for  instance  th     fcer  this  took  place,  Nebuchadnezzar  appointed  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Gedaliah  as  the  ruler  of  the  remnant  of  the  people  left  In  seek 
Hxaxsa  Judah.   But  then  a  Jew  named  Ishmael  with  a  group  of  men  car.    :   ard  andt 
killed  k&K  Gedaliah.   The  people  were  frightened  of  the  consequences  of  this 
action  and  so  many  0         3d  to  Egypt.   So  it  is  at  this  point  that  Jeremiah 
begins  to  plead  with  these  people  to  turn  from  their     sd  ways  and  to  remem- 
^r  what  happened  to  the  others  who  were  taken  to  Babylon.   ..e  see  this  in  the 
44-th  chapter  of  Jeremiah  and  I  would  like  to  share  just  a  few  verses  of  this 
chapter  with  you.  After  Jeremiah  has  pie:  e   with  these  people  we  see  their 
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answer  recorded  in  the  15th  to  the  19th  verses.   Faat  was  taking  place  was  that 

the  heathen  worship  of  the  so  called  ^ueen  of  Heaven,  the  goddess  Ishtar 
who  was  the  goddess  of  fertility  was  worshiped  by  these  Jewish  women,  with  the 
consent  of  their  husbands.       baked  cakes  to  her,  and  burned  incense  to  her 
name.   But  they  also  indulged  in  rites  of  fertility  which  were  actually  acts  of 
prostitution. 

Jeremiah  was  reminding  them  of  what  had  happened  to  the  rest  of  Judah  because 
they  refused  to  turn  bac      3d  and  the  answer  he  received  from  these  people 

■  that  before  they  worshiped       [ueen  of  Heaven,  they  were  involved  in 
hardship,  and  famine,  and  being  put  to  the  sword.   But  when  they  turned  bac1:  to 
her  they  had  everything  they  wanted  and  more.        ere  saying  to  Jeremiah, 
"  fa  will  not  listen  to  you. 

But  you  see,  this  is  always  the  case.   .lien  we  come  to  3od  and  know  that  Jhrist 
suffered  ar    '    to  redeem  us  and  we  turn  to  Him,  then  we  become  spiritually 
^nded  and  turn  from  worldliness,  or  secualrism.   Immediately  .Jatan  is  affronted 

I  and  he  begins  to  throw  roadblocks  in  our  path.  11  sorts  of 

things  to  turn  us       'rom  Sod  and  back  to  him.   Tor  you  see,  when  we  are  liv- 
ing the  strictly  wordly  life,  he  doesn't  need  to  do  anything  to  us,  because  we 

belong  to  bin.   But  '     we  turn  to  the  lord  we  are  a  threat  to  his  very  ex- 

was 
istence.   Jo  the  message  ±&   clear  to  the  Jews  and  it  should  be  clear  to 

The  message  is  that  when  we  seek  a  free  lunch  some  where  along  the  line  it  has 

to  be  paid  for.   There  is  nothing  given  out  free  except  the  salvation  sfesbsni 

given  by  God.   If  we  are  going  to  live  for  the  world,  then       it  be  ready 

to  pay  the  price. 

(Illustration  of  boy  writing  love  note  to  girl  of  undying  love  and  devotion, 
saying  he  would  do  Rnythin      tier.   Then  closing  the  note,  (]  •  -  1  will  be 
over  to  see  you  tomorrow  ni'.ht  If  it  doesn't  rai  . 

'  '    r  was  asked  to  come  to  a  certain  church  and  he  figured  out  what  the 

v^ney  given  to  him  for  speaking  would  come  to.  He  determined  that  he  would 

only  have  16  dollars  left  and  so  he  wrote  to  the  church  and  told  them  they 

would  have  to  make  s       :ustments  before  he  could  come.   The  necessary  ad- 


justments  were  made  t      him  more  money  and  so  he  came.       'eached  on  how 
]      hue  given  up  all  for  Christ,  and  how  he  had  dedic     limself  to  that  ta  . 

nc  ■'         regation  whe      of  the  money  transaction  thought, 

"Yes,  you  will  dedicate  yotir  all  to  Christ  as  long  as  i±   you  can  get  more  than 
o liars  for  doing  fc£  it." 

.e  arc  quite  willing  to  serve  Christ  as  lor     we  can  get  3om   i  ;  out  of  it. 

'^he  ancient  world  hated  the  Church  because  thi  a  threat  to  them.   If 

the  Church  was  permitted  to  grow  it  would  have  mean'       oath  o;r'      orldly 

soc  :     tad  this  couldn't  be  tolerated.   ,e  will  do  anything  to  rationalize  our 

all 
selfishness  to  the  world.   ..'e        'ood  money  on  trifles  we  don't  want  or  need 

,  if  we  gave  this  money  to  the  lord  we  could  send  huncl         '   '  >naries 

into      orld.   how  can  we  motivate  and  move  our  young  people  to  service  for 

the  :         they  lee  our  indifference?  Are  we  saying  to  the  Lord  something 

'hat  the  people       ;o  Jeremiah,  "The  word  thou  V         •;  unto 

in  the  name  of    i   '.  ord,  we  ri]         'ken  unto  thee.'  . 

John  Cesley  said,  "Give  me  one  hundred  preachers,  HH±xfe:sar.fixiiBttwho  fear  nothing 

but  sin  and  desire  nothing  but  God,  and  I  care  not  a  straw  whether  they  be 

en  or  laymen;  such  alone  will  shake  the  gates  of  hell  and  set  up  the 

lorn  of  heaven  on  earth. " 

3  there  a  hundred  members  of  this  church  who  are  willing  to  embrace  the  cross 

and  ale  to  self  that  Christ  may  be  manifest  in  then;  le   need  to  think  about 

this  and  realize  that  we  are  being  called  to  turn  from  following  after  the 

things  of  the  world  and  to  follow  after  Cod.   ..e  need  to  know  that  with  the 

•istian  life  as  well  as  the  worldy  life ,     -e   is  a  price  t       it  be  paid 

and  that  we  oust  choose  on  which  side  we  will  stand  on.   Jut  5Jiiis3is»KExsi:±g 

XEXKhHESS: :xKXBiHx:fc:xkHH3cx±sr. xaxKiarJfeKiHiy xkka Jlxke  we  must  know  for  a  certainty 

THAT 

aiaSxttesxsxaaxHfxikarjCHri*  we  must  start  "Paying  For  The  l?ree  lunch."  The 

le   of  the  worl         mzx-cx-zzx   the  paynent  of  our  complete  selves  to  destruc- 
tion. But  the  side  of  God  demands  the  payment  of  our  complete  selves  to  life 
eternal.   .."hich  payment  do  we  want  to  make,  and  sincerely  mean  i 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Seventeenth  Sunday  After  Pentecost  September  25,1977 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Cyndie  Sybert  Choir  Director 
Mrs,  Kay  Morris,  Organist 
Patty  McWilliame,  Jeff  Campbell  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP   11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:       "Andante  Tranquillo"   Mendelssohn 
Call  to  Worship  -  Youth  Choir  -  "Jesus,  Jesus" 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  50  "Still,  still  with  Thee" 
♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
"Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Father,  give  us  the  Spirit 
Your  Son  has  promised  us;  to  make  us  honest  people 
again;  to  know  and  face  the  truth;  to  see  ourselves 
and  cease  from  laying  our  defections  at  your  door;  to 
see  your  only  goodness  in  our  desperate  need  of  you. 
Forgive  us  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.   Amen.*' 
•Kyrie     (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•0  Lord  open  our  lips 

And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  prais 
S51 
Ezekiel  8:5-18 
"Come,  ye  disconsolate" 
(Apostles1 


Creed) 


•Pastor : 

•People: 
•Doxology   No* 
Scripture: 
Hymn  No.  303 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 

People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 

Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  Response  -  Youth  Choir  -  "Corporate  Prayer" 
Offering 

Offertory      "Andantino"  Haydn 

^Baptism  of  Infant  -  Jennifer  Grace  Richard 
Anthem:    "Do  Lord"  "Now  Let  us  Sing"   Youth  Choir 
Sermon:    AH  ODE  TO  THE  NOW  AND  NEW" 
Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

1   n  No.  318     "Nearer,  my  God,  to  Thee" 
l-^atlude:    "Andante  Religiose"     Mendelssohn 


I 


The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs.  Harold  Sandbach  in  memory  of  "Mother"  Mrs.  Perrin. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  •Richard  Mangel,  Don 

Kings ley,  Art  Carney,  Gary  Penar  and  John  Dreher 
President  and  Mrs.  Donald  Kennedy  will  be  at  the  door 

this  morning  to  greet  the  Congregation. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Karen  Vensel  and 

Ann  Falkner. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  194 
^Hospitalized:   Mrs.  Bessie  Hampton,  Mr.  Lewis  Kradel . 
^Tlf  you  are  going  to  sign-up  for  Basketball  -  please 
sign  up  on  the  form  provided  on  the  Secretary's  desk. 
8th,  9th,  and  10th  grades  for  Junior  team;  and  11th, 
and  12  for  the  Senior  team. 
Soup  and  Salad  -  Our  Annual  Soup  and  Salad  will  be 
coming  up  soon  -  Reserve  October  11th.  Contact  any 
of  the  Circle  Chairman  for  tickets. 
Would  anyone  who  plays  an  instrument  notify  Bea  Tait 
or  Kay  Morris  -  please. 
■^.Tonight  -  The  Congregational  Tureen  Dinner  and  meeting 
at  5:30  P.M.  Me  will  need  men  and  boys  to  set  up 
tables  and  chairs  after  the  service.   Dessert  will 
be  furnished.  Ai~f»        Ttf&K     ^iTf 
.SoNew  Members  will  be  taken  in  on  Oct.  2nd.  If  you  know 
of  anyone  who  might  be  interested  in  joining  let  the 
Secretary  or  Pastor  know  today. 
-3»Next  Sunday  -  Oct.  2nd,  is  WORLD  WIDE  COMMUNION. 
At  11:00  (Pews);  7:30  (Altar) 
Wed.  -  6:30  -  Youth  Choir  Rehersal;  Chancel  Choir  -  7:00 
-^Thurs.  -  7:00  -  Bible  Study 

^An  open  Wedding  invitation  is  extended  to  the  Congre- 
gation -  Friday  -  Sept.  30  at  7:00  for  the  Wedding 
of  Lori  Dimit. 
Jennifer  Grace  Rickard  -  Daughter  of  William  and  Kay 
Richard  -  born  Aug.  18,  1977  will  be  Baptized  today. 
Kay  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  &   Mrs.  Clyde  Wachsmuth. 
■v^Next  Sunday  -  Butler  Fellowship  of  Churches  is  sponsor- 
^    ing  the  second  annual  CROP  WALK  and  our  Church  will 
be  participating.   The  date  is  Oct.  2  -  25%   will  go 
towards  the  Johnstown  Flood  and  the  rest  to  Church 
World  Service.  fch. 

■....;■  MSfa      'J    yji-v^sy/vzj 


I 


hi  Ode 
xt:  Ezekiel  8:17-18,  Scripture:  Ezekiel  8:5-' 

(I]nus  man  hom  work/meet  dotter/hav  awful  time  Ur 
_s  sign  gener  gap/gener  gaps  yrs  ago        in 
Clique  posit  talk  2  two  gener s 
vs  1+hous  Bab  tak  ther  597BC,9  yr  aft  Dan,6yr=591- 

t  5,  2591  yrs  ago 
vs  5=transport  in  vision  2  Jeru, north  gate  ! 

:;arte  3yr  Venus 
vs  6=worse  things  go  on  cp  2  Ki  23:4,5  rein  Josiah 
vs  Sb=look  a gainsnakes, images, picture  etc, but  elders 
in  midst  which  Ja  azaniah=son  jhaphan  &  lie 
secretary, f inane  officer  2  dosiah  during  T  refc 
All  this  witchcraft, sore   ,astrology  etc 
vs  13=mor  2  cum 

vs  14=women  cry  4-  fammuz=lover  Astarte,      onus  who 
lost  lif   Jild  orgies  celebrate  this 
is  sexual  abuses, ir.         in  remple 
vs  15=mor  2  cum 

vs  16=     2  G  &  worship  sun  god 
vss  17-1     th  of  G  4  all  this 

Izek  speak  2  Wow   New  gens  &  lesson  4-  us 
Now=all  us  adult  s,L-Iew=corai-    m: child::  en  g/child 
Ezek  tell  this  dispers  2  chastise  them  8s  turn  them  2 
L,thru  punishment  will  cum  back  2  God 

>=society  8c  sum  ch  membs  worship=recreation, 
sports, entertainment, pile  up  thin 

im  denoms  replac  G  &  Bib, with  inte]     wisdom  man 

rolog  4-cast  in  paper 
chcraft, Satan  worship  &  leaders  involv  as  well 
5Xrlus  2  letters  2  editor/1  person  turn  off/other 
person  want  2  write  &  try  2  find  way) 
ny  peop  trun  off  by  relig,Bcuz  many  no  hear  Truth 
ch  attend/no  lik  out  it  tru 

hers  hear  Truth  ever  Sun  but  no  want  accpt  Bcuz  it 
mean  chang  lives  &  they  no  willing  2  do 
Christianity  no  practice  many  ch * s=Churchianity  inste 
danity  no  religion, but  insted  lifestyle- 
It  mean  U      '2  Xp  bcuz  U  acpt  Him  4-  what  dun 
;  if  U  underst  8e-fite  tooth  &  nail  U  loser  Bcuz  it 
mak  this  lif  thril,excit   i  rtl  liv  in  spite  probs 
Victorious  lif    hud  B  liv  that  way 

B=stay  from  ch  8b  worship  outdoors, golf  etc 
2500     Lstory  8s  man  still  no  lern  that  how  we  liv 
is  way  NEW  gener  going  2  liv,'       ante  us 
(TV  us  man  3000  descendent 

Nol_^nvaous  record'   udn't  we  lik  record  lik  this? 
No  dun  overnite,tim  2  start  now, need ^clean  hous 

1= 


I 


&  it  cannot  B  both 


"An  Ode  To  The  How    md  New" 
Text:    Ezefcu  :  I    -18 

ipture:  Lei  8:5-13 

home  from  work  and  bis  danspc  5  year  old       er  met  bin  on  the 
before  he  got  to  "ttie  house.   Jhe  looked  rather  disturbed  and  he  asked, 
at' a  the  matter  honey,  is  so  answered,  "yes,  all  day- 

long I've  been  having  trouble        >ur  wife." 

Now  this  Is  a  sign  of  a  definite  genera      ;ap.   ,ev:iral  years  ago  that  is  all 
■arc",  that  there  were  all  sorts  of  generations  and  all  sorts  of  gaps  be- 
an then.   Now  we  seem  to  have  cone  to  the  point  '..'here  there  are  only  two, 
"the       ;eneration,  and  "the  New"  generation.   .'hen  we  think  of  it  is  appears 
that  is  all  of  the  generations  there  have  ever  been.   The  prophe       Lei  found 

self  in  the  unique  position  of  ;enerations  on  behalf  of 

God.  Our  Scripture  for  this  morning  Is  from  the  prophecy  of  Ezekiel  and  deals 
with  some  of  the  background  concerning  this  task  he  had. 

Ezekiel  begins  this  particular  portion  of  prophecy  writing  from  his  house  in 
V_ _le  in  Babylon.   "e  had  been  taken  into  exile  there  ,  which 

was  9  years  after  Daniel  had  been  taken  captive,  and  11  years  before  Jerusalem 

i  destroyed    icl  to    >lace  in  586  BC.   jo  it  is  that  he     L    this  chapter 
in  the  6th  year,  (of  his  exile  which  was  59130),  and  the  6th  month  was  September 
and  the  5th  day.  do  it  was  September  5,  591  that  this  was  written.  Ezekiel  is 
given  a  vision,  and  in  this  vision  he  is  transported  back  to  Jerusalem  to  the 
i  ile.   In  his  vision  he  is  brought  rax  to  bhe       ;ate,  and  at  the  gate  of 
the  altar,  or  the  entrance  is  this  statue,  or  idol.   The  idol  was  probably  ax 
Astarte  the  Syrian  Venus.  Then  in  verse  6  is  v       out  the  further  thin  ; 
that  were       on  and  had  gone  on  before.   If  we  look  at  2  Kings  23:4  and  5 
we  can  see  the  Temple  reform  that  took  place  during  the  reign  if  Josiah,  (read). 
But  God  tells  Ezekiel  to  lc      :-  ,    Sb,  a  tie  is  led  to  axx&EXV-331^"^ 

the  door  of  the  court  and  he  saw  a  hole  in  the  wall.   God  tells  him  to  dig  in 
wll  and  ha  uncovers  a  door,  vs'  .    e  is  told  to  go  in  and  he  enters,  vs  9- 
sees  that  pictures  and  images  of  snakes  and  beasts  are  on  all  the  walls 
vs  10.   But  then  here  are  70  of  the  elders  and  in  the  midst  is  Jaazaniah  the 
so  of  ..jhaphan.   ^haphan  was  a  secretary  and  financial  officer  of  ir   Josiah 


and  was  deeply  involved  in  the  Temple  reform  which  took  place  under  King  Josiah 
i       ortion  of  which  we  just  read  from    t   _:,  ;0   what  was  talcing  place  here 
was  the  indulgence  in  witchcraft  and  sorce  ■  ,   id  delving  into  astrology  as  well. 
God  i     izekiel  if  he  now  sees  what  the  elders  are  doing  in  secret,  thinking 
that  God  does  not      ..Vt  is         ,  ■■■   12. 

But  God  has  much  more  to  reveal  to       1  and  lie  is  brought  again  to  a  door  of 
the  Temple  toward  the  north  and  here  women  were  weeping  for  the  Babylonian 
-is  named  Tammuz  i       the  lover  of  Astarte        '    "enus  and  who  had 
-  his  life.   'ilcl  orgies  were  celebrated  in  the  worship  of  him.   k>  here  we 
have  the  sexual  abuses  and  immorality  in  the  Temple. 

But  this  is  not  all  for  Sod  tells  Ezekiel  He  still  has  more  fo:   '   bo  .see,  vs 
15.   Ezekiel  comes  into  the  inner  court  of  the  Temple  and  there  were  about  §5 
men  with  their  backs  to  the       ,      Lping  the  Am,  vs  16.  God  then  a. 
Ezekiel  if  he  has  seen  all  of  this  in  the  vision,  vs  iy,     -od  then  goes  on 

'-el  the   outcome   of   all   of  this. 
Now  this   revelation  to    Szekiel   is   to   give   him  the  message  he   is   to   bring  to 
the   people   in  exile.      i3itxsisxmBSKa^s::is:disxhExnste:sHJizcuEh;:J:n::thH  aldarxisgapXE 

hsf  nrs::thsyxEEH±ifccKH±HEn:±E:  cikxxx  :ix:  -dak:  :33:ifccaFBgTgga±ggnfTcb~H±:c£B 
tksxjtx       [is   messagf  to  be  to   the  ":  ill   as   to   the    '*] 

generation  which  will  be   spiingi  -         3   is  to   tell  then  that  this   dispersion 

they  must   endure   has  been  brought   about   by  their  turning  from  God.       ?or   the 
people   of   Israel  this   is   a  chastening  they  must   endure.      That   through  their 

.ent  they  would  come  "t  God  id  God. 

Now  when  we  analyze  this  portion  of  scripture  and  we  compare  it  with  today 
we  can  see  that  we  need  to  take  heed  to  that  which  Ezekiel  spoke  to  the  'How" 
and  "New"  generations. 

In  case  we  haven't  identified  with  the  "Now"  and  "New  :'  generations,  we  need 
know  that  those  of  us  who  are  adults  are  a  part  of  the  "Now"  generation, 
children  and  our  young  people  will  soon  I       "New"  generation. 
loday,  neration  is  doing  that  which  xs  Judah  did       300  years 


ago.  There  is  a  segment  of  society,  and  sad  to  say  this  includes  many  chur 
ibers,  who  have  set  up  idols  in  their  lives.  The  idols  do  not  take  on  the 
:  nee  of  statues  hut  idols  of  the  things  which  are  nearest  and  dearest  to 
their  hearts.   These  are  idols  of  entertainment,  and  recreation.   Idols  of 
things  we  can  accumulate  and  pile  up  for  our  future  en;] orient.   In  many  denom- 
inations the  idols  of  intellect  and  the  wisdom  of  man  is  supplanting  the  Tible 

the  things  of  God. 

in 
The  "Now11  generation  like  the  vision  of  Ezekiel  are  worshiping  snakes  and  beasts 

and  all  other  forms  of  paganism.   We  cannot  read  the  evening  news  without  having 

the  astrological  forcast  pass  our  g-,ze.        oople  religiously  follow  this 

trash  and  actually  believe  it.   .'itchcraft  anf  ciatan  worship  has  risen  at  an 

alarming  rate  in  all  of  the  world.   And  also  just  like  in  the  days  of  L'zeklel, 

the  very  leaders  who  should  be  sh<      he  way,  are  instead  leading  peo      '-"raj 

it  this  past      or  so  there  were  two  letters  of  interest  in  the  Butler  Ea 

3  was  from  an  individual  in  Butler  who  claims  to  have  been  turned  off  by 
— 
Church  and  religion  and  he  or  she  claims  to  be  looking  for  the  naswers  whie 

are  not  forthcoming.  This  past  week  a  reply  to  that  letter  appeared  in  the 

Butler  la  le  from  a  -person  in  Caxonburg  who  also  claims  to  have  been  turned  off 

by  religion  and  who  would  like  to  communicate  feagEfc&KX  with  the  other  letter 

writer  in  order  for  both  to  seek  the  truth.   "at  both  of  them  have  said  is 

correct,  sad  to  say.   Many  people  get  turned  off  with  Church  and  with  religion. 

The  reason  being  that  some  of  them  s±&xhb±xxk±  will  not  hear  the  truth  in  the 

Church  they  are  attending.   I  don't  like  to  make  this  statement,  hut  it  is  true. 

Still  other  people  are  attending  churches  where  they  hear  the  truth  on  junday 

morning,  but  they  will  not  accept  it,  because  it  means  they  must  change  their 

lives  and  they  are  un  willing  to  do  so.  You  see  it  is  not  Christianity  that  is 

practiced  today  in  many  congregations,  it  is  Ohurchianity  and  there  is  a  v 

fference.     ristianity  is  not  a  religion,  it  is  a  life  style.  Let  me  run 

that  by  you  again;  Christianity  is  not  a  religion,  it  is  a  life  style.   It  means 

t  you  anr*  belong  to  Jesus  Christ  because  you  have  accepted  Him  and  what 


_4- 
as  being  done  for  you  personally.   If  you  don't  understand  this  you  oan  plead 
lorance.   But  if  you  do  understand  it  and     tt  it  tooth,  and  nail,  then  you 
are  the  loser,  because  it  ±xx:fctaxxn3±xtto±±±±xg  makes  this  life  thrilling  and 
exciting      orth  living,  withall  of  the  problems  and  frustrations  connected 
with  it.  It  is  a  victorious  life  ai      should  be  living  it  that  waj  sach  day. 
Ihen  t      f"  generation  is  doing  the  same  as  the  last  part  of  Ezekiel's  vd 
by  turning  their  backs  upon  the  Church  and  God  and  wot   '  L  ig  the  sun.   Ihink  of 

le  of  the  me  "ion  who  will  tell  you  they  would  rather 

worship  God  out  of  doors  on  a  Sunday  morning.   Dhey  really  aren't  telling  the 
truth  because  the  god  they  worship  is  a  little  white  ball  they  knock  around  and 
G-od  isn't  like  th-t/  Ot  they  must  be  off  co  Hire  in  some  form  or 

other.   You  see,  when  it  all  boils  down  to  the        )int,  2500  years  of  history 
has  taught  man  very  little.   And  just  as      Lei  was  to  deliver  th:       age  to 
the  "How"  and  to  the       generations  so  mus    .   for  you  see  when  we  speak 

the  "now"  generation  we  need  to  warn  then  that  nd  act  is  how 

the  "New  :|  generation  li    '   ;  to  live  and  act,  because  our  childrer      ;rand= 
cbd      -'ill  emulate  us. 
(Illustration  of  man  and  j3ver  3000  descendents) 

an  envious  record?   Wouldn't  we  each  like  to  have  our  record  appear 
in  this  fashion'-'   records  like  this  are  not  chieved  overni  ;ht.     Is  must  be 
done  over  quite  a  few  generations,  flie  time  is  to  start  now.        I  to  be 
cleaning  our  own  houses  and  removing  those  things  which  are  an  abomination  to 
the  Lord.   Instead  of  getting  Bx  t  the  preacher  for  hitting  a  few  nails  on 

the  he   ,  we  need  instead  to  be  gettin  ;  angry  with  ourselves  for  not  doing  what 
God  wants  us  to  do. 

But  the  prophecy  of  Ezekiel  did  not  end  on  this  our  note.   God  is 

always  see"  i    is  Eidcx  lost  and  scattered  children.        '    s  read  in  the 
chapter  of  izekiel  the  words  of  invitation  from  God  to  cc     me. 
■  ■id  11:16-20).   his  is  still  the  invitation  for  each  of  us  and  it  was  ful- 
filled by  Jesus  Christ's  life,  .  "  i     try,  suffer&mg,  death,  and  resurrection. 


.  aiwsys  also  says,  itjExH±ifccHHteiEHHfe±Juia±iy  "My  Spirit  shall  not  always 
;;   ive  with  man."   Jo  it  is  that  along  with  the  words  of  promise  and  invitation 
fou  d  in  the  11th  chapter  of  Ezekiel  is  also  found,  vs  21. 

,->o   once  a^ain  God  lets  each  of  us  know  that  our  future  with  Him  and  in  eternity 
is  upon  our  own  individual  heads.   We  need  to  know  this  and  then  choose  lilCEXsS 
either  to  follow  Christ,  or  choose  to  follow  the  world.   It  cannot  he  hoth. 


ST,  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Eighteenth  Sunday  After  Pentecost    October  2».  197? 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
BrOnda  MarbUTger,  HerCia  McBride  *-  Acolytes 

ORDER  FOR  HOLY  COMMUNION  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude    "Q  Sacred  Head,  now  wounded"    Kirnberger 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  176  "Crown  Him  with  many  crowns" 

^Ascription  -  Choral  Amepi 

•Call  to  Confession  and  Communion 

•Prayer  of  Confession:  "Almighty  God,  our  heavenly 
Father,  we  acknowledge  and  confess  our  manifold  sins, 
which  we  have  Cairtmitted  against  thee  by  thought  and  word 
and  deed,  and  by  which  we  have  offended  against  thy  holy 
laws,  and  have  merited  thy  condemnation  in  this  world  and 
in  the  world  to  come.   We  do  earnestly  repent,  and  are 
heartily  *  rry  for  these  our  transgressions- ,   Trusting  in 
thy  grace  and  goodness,  manifested  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord,  we  ask  of  thee  pardon  and  peace,  and  strength  to 
lead  a  new  and  righteous  life*  by  the  power  of  thy  Holy 
Spirit;  through  the  same  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.   Amen." 

•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

•Praise 

•Gloria  Patri 
Scripture;      Ezekiel  34:1-16 
Announcements 
Offering 
Offertory 

Reception  of  New  Members 
Dedication  of  New  Altar  Chairs 

Anthem \  "Draw  Va   In  The  Spirit's  Tether"    Fridell 

Sermon:  LET'S  COMPARE 

Communion  Hymn  341  "Here,  0  my  Lord" 

•Order  of  Communion  (Middle  page  33) 

•Institution  etc. 
Holy  Communion 

•Prayer  of  Thanksgiving 

•Doxology 

•H-  "i  of  Dedication  343  "A  parting  hymn  we  sing" 

•Bt.Tjdiction  and  Threefold  Amen 


•lostlude;   "When  I  survey  the  wondrous  cross"  Morris 

^  ,  "Congregation  Standing  

The  Elders  and  Deacons  will  serve  communion  today. 

The  Elders  and  Deacons  will  also  serve  as  Ushers. 
p^We  invite  all  Christians  regardless  of  denomination  to 
partake  of  the  Lord's  supper  with  us. 

Please  fill  out  a  communion  card  (in  pews)  so  that  our 
Church's  records  are  accurate.   If  visitors  will  put 
either  the  name  and  address  of  their  church  or  their 
Pastor's  name  and  address  on  the  back  of  the  communion 
cardt  it  will  be  forwarded. 
The  lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Guy  Armstrong  and  Family  in  memory  of 
Guy  and  Jane's,  Fathers,  Mothers,  and  Sisters. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  Steve  V'argo  will  greet  congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  he  provided  today  by  Vickie  Holt, 

Barb  Snow  and  Robin  Knauer. 
Z*J     New  Members  received  by  Profession  of  Faith; 

Mr,  &  Mrs,  Joseph  Youngblood,  Mr.  &  Mr3.  Steven 

Kasychak,  John  Czzowitz  and  Randall  Burns* 
By  Letter  of  Transfer: 

Margie  Watterson,  Mr.  &   Mrs.  Harry  Burns 
Tonight  &-7  -  Youth  Group  meeting 
Tonight  7:30  -  Holy  Communion  (Altar) 
Monday  -  7:30  -  Women's  Mary  Prugh  Circle  Meeting 
-^^Wed.  -  7:30  -  Church  Council  Meeting 

Thurs.  -  The  Newsletter  will  be  published  -  please 

have  all  material  in  by  Wednesday. 
Clara  Shakely  would  like  to  thank  the  Congregation  for 

all  the  get  well  cards,  prayers  and  flowers, 
Jim  Stewart  would  like  to  thank  the  congregation  for 

their  thoughts  and  prayers  and  all  the  cards. 
^^Tues.t  Oct.  11  -  12th  Annual  Soup  and  Salad  -  Get  your 
tickets  today  from  Judy  Vinroe,  Dru  Rensel  and  Jean 
McBride,  or  at  the  Brugh  &   Walker  Ave.  doors  following 
this  morning's  service.   Keep  working  on  those  Bazaar 
items. 
S»-  Hospitalised  -  Mr.  Lewis  Kradel./W  A*K  U/PTFxj^  ft^j   sjj?*»f 

The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  200 
^^  CROP  WALK  -  will  be  held  this  afternoon  starting 

at  the  Community  College. 
■...■".  | 
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•-  ;  retl 

:   :  Szek.    :  ■    ;  -   n  10:11 

Sxpl  ^omps/fY  ads, etc;  as      c   Le  Bt 

1..,'  lis  scrip  comp  2  another  let  us  loo 
Ezek  2  proph  agin  sheps  Is  &  they  kings  reigned  led 
^  astr     in2  exil=vss  5- 
G; _  jy  He  do  s    in  about =vss  11-15; 
thee   is  proms  8s  He  end  pre     ith  vs  1 
G  spok  thez  thing  2  Ch  of  Is  tell  of  del":      end 

So  now  mus  mak  comp  :..-,  turn  2   IV Jn  10 
Vs_j2riLs  *°1  discips  about  self  C-  thru  door  shepfold 
only  :■  cud  enter ;Js  say  thru  Him  all 

danger  mus  pass  ?,burd  direct  agin  she 

vs  9=        u  door  man  mus  enter  23  saved; canno  cum 

thru  windo,cli   wall, but  thru  door  2B  saved 
vs  11=Here     Lgnif       -  all  men , women, child 
lie  sed  giv  lif  l\-   sheep ;c~       an  Izek  wat    :3d, 
wat  G  actually  did 

heps  peop  Is  wer  not  men  who  die  4  sheep, led  them 
in2  captiv:' 

tit  Js  say  :e  Gud  ohep    ;iv  lif  l\-   sheep/wat  contr 
&an=fill  selfish, greed,      hart  fill  with  Luv 
.en  Js  say=I  am  gud  she"    ;iv  lif    beep,  this 
fulfil  Szek  &$x  3^:16 
G  say  thru  Js  .  ■  lere  my  solu  4-  mankind  &  ther  evil 
K3sks^s±2c23J±xsa±3n£Hs;here  sacrif'of  clean, pure, 
si:    jjundefil  4-  the  wicked,  evil  tnature  of  ma 
-  wat  duz  this  mean.'.   Duz  hav  signif  4-  us':H 
Not  only  hav  anser,but  shud  fml  harts  with  joy, 
lif    mi  hites  of  happiness  2ward  G 

supply  shep  of  flock  &  G  permit  sacrif  of  shep 
Ts=         -  sheep  "lis 

;iv  lif  4  us  &  signif  of  this^we  clensed  1  made 
whol  thru  sacrif  if  we  willing  2  accpt  Him  as  Sav: 
can  do  this,G  say  UR  sin  4-giv  :  can  liv  etern  . 
i  Js  bout  2  die  had 'last  meal  discips  Ss  say= 
,   body;i&H&  3up,my  bind; this  do  remem  of  me 
So   L&s  Sup=symbolic  His  suffering  8=  death" 
.  s  passion  J  i  :     consist  broken, torn  flesh, 
shedding  of  blood 

dun  ;:-     ;iv  of  sin 
This  comp  Btween  Supper  Sc  Calvary; wat  se<    wat  did 
3  actual  ac       -iveness      or  memorial  set 
ide  4  our  continu  remem  of  Him   "  t  did 
-,  on  occas  such  this  that  we  gather  bout  His  lab 
le   -emem  wat  did  4  us, &.   seek  ]  is  4-givness  our  sins 

,IH 


!  ■     LpS 

:  Ezekiel  54:16;   John  10:11 
'.pture:      Lei  3H:1- 
In  all  areas  of  life  we  can  make  cc    ■'    s.   -o  make  a  eo  pa  Lson  is  to  It 
at  t  and  to  see  the  differences        dlarities  between  them.   Usually 

when  we  irisons  we  make  a  choice      m   the  two.      3ible  in  this 

respect  is  no  different  than  an    !~      r  pacstxES  1:  '       '  ich  we        e  com- 
parisons.  The  Bible  re:  i  had  this  portion  of  Scripture 

Lch  we  read  this  morning.   This  is  fro  and  it  tells  of  God 

spe         ia  people  through  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  But  when  we  lo       his 
portion  of  Hcripture  aasn£  with  the  thought  in  mind  of  comparing  it  tc      sr 

•tion  of  Scripture,  then  perhaps  it         i  on  a  di£i  '    for  each 

of  u  . 

m   look  at  this  section  of  Scripture  we  see  that  Ezekiel  is  to  prophesy  again- 
st the  she      -  of  Israel.   Now  the  shepherds  of  Israel  aere  their  leaders  and 
ii  particular  their  kings.  is  -•  who  reigned 

before  the  '  into  exile.  "ted 

vss  3-3.  '  this,  vs  11-15. 

are  His  promises  and  He  end       romises  with  vs  16. 

he  children  of  Israel  tellH     m  of  the  deliverance 
to  them.   <~>o  it  is  that  we  can  now  make  a  comparison  bet'       at 
!ai(  and  what     id.   herefore,  we  must  turn  to  tl         bament  to  the 
Gospel  of  John  to  see  what  God  did. 

look  at  the  7th  verse  we  Ls  followers  about  Himself. 

door  to  the  sheepfold  was  the  only  way  danger  could  enter,  so  '-hen  Jesus  says 
He  is  the  roor  He  is  stal  '      at  it  is  past  must  pass. 

Thus  He  is  there  to  he  burdens  and  the  strife  directed  again- 

st His  she  .       te  also  tells  us  fcfot  in  vs  9  that  it  is  through  the  door  that 
m_x  must  enter  to  be  saved.   He  cannot  climb  over  the  wall,  or  come  through  the 

Low,  but  must  come  throug      :oor  which  is         1st  in  order  to  be 
saved.   Hut  it  is  a     *  Hth  verse  that  we  can  really  see  the   '   Lficance  of 
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'hrist  for  every  man  woman  or  childe  who  was  or  is  to  be.  He  said  He  gives 
ii   life  for  the  sheep,   -ere  is  the  most  important  comparison  we  can  make  be- 
tween      3  read  i      -'.si ,  and  what  God  did  situation.   The  shep- 
herds of  the  people  of  Israel  led  them  in  such  a  way  that  they  ei     tp  in  cap- 
tivity.  Therefore,  we  can  see  that  the  shepherds  of  Israel  were  not  men  who 
would  die  for  their  pss^i  sheep.   But  Jesus  sai  lood  Shepherd  and  the 
C-ood  Shepherd  would  give  His  life  for  His  sheep.   ./hat  a  contrast. 
The  heart  of  man  is  filled  with  selfishness,  but  the  heart  of  God  is  filled  with 
love.   Sdcx  ..'hat  Jesus  is  saying  in  this  11th  verse  of  John,  "I  am  the  good 
shepherd:  the  good  shepherd  givetb  his  life  for  the  sheep,"  this  is  the  fulfill- 
ment of           "■  :e  of  Ezekiel  54. 

God  is  saying  through  Jesus  Christ,  here  is  my  solution  for  mankind  and  their 
evil,  wicked,  sinful  natures.  Here  is  the  sacrifice  of  the  clean,  and  pure, 
and  sinless  and      ^iled  for  the  wicked,  selfish,  evil,  sinful  nature  of  man. 
now  that  we  t  >arieen  what  does  all  of  this  mean?  Does  it 

have  a       '   nee  for  us<   Che  answ       rarse  is  that  It  not  only  has  an 
answer,  but  i±  the  answer  should  fill  our  hearts  with  joy,  and  13 
heights  of  happiness  toward  God.  God  has      led  the  shepherd  for  the  flock, 
and  God  has  permitted  this  shepherd  to  be  sacrificed  for  the  sheep.   Jesus  is 
the  Shepherd,  we  are  the  sheep.   The  Shepherd  has  given  His  very  life  for  us. 

l  :  of  this  is  thai    are  cleansed  and     i  whole  tore    this 
are  willing  to 
sacrifice  if  we  accept  Him  as  our  Gaviour.   If        lo  this,  tnen  God  says 

your  sins  are  forgiven  and  y      i  live  eternally  with  me  in  heaven.   But  when 
Jesus  •      3ut  to  die       sat  at  the  last  meal  with  .."   followers  He  said 
that  the  cup  representor]  Sis  blood,  and  the  bre:  Is  body.   e  told 

them  to  observe  this  in  remembrance  0     .   So  it  is  when  we  observe  the  lord's 
Supper  it  is  symbolic  of  His  suffering  and  sari*  death.  xzxx±ax  T^is  passion  of 
<_.:us  Christ  consisted  of  His  broken  and  to       h,  and  His  shedding  of  blood. 

Is  was  done  for  the  forgiveness  of  sins.        '      take  a  comparison  be- 
tween what  He  actually  did  on  Calvary  and  what  He  did  at  the  Lat      r.  One 
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Cne  was  the  actual  act  for  forgiveness,  and  the  other  was  a  raemor"      ;:  aside 
fr   our  continued  remembrance  of  '  '-.   But  in  botb  is  to  be 

found  th      "veness  of  sins.   Therefore,  it  is  on  occ.      such  as  these  that 

■•ather  about  His  table.   ;e  remember  wl     •  did  for  us,  and  v/e  part 

His  Supper,  and  seek  His  forgiveness  of  our  sins.  Come,  let  ua   tl  sr  aboul 

1 -,        t  ds,  in  remembrance  of  Him. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Holy  CommunJon  (Altar)        Oct.  2,  1977 
The  RvV.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist 

ORDER  FOR  HOLY  COMMUNION  -  7:30  P.M. 
Prelude     "0  Sacred  Head,  now  wounded"   Kimberger 
Hymn  No.  472  "What  a  friend  we  have  in  Jesus" 
Call  to  Worship 
Invocation 

John  6:  47-58 
"Softly  now  the  light  of  day" 


Scripture: 

Hymn  No.  53 

Offering 

Offertory 

Sermon:    "THIS  IS  THE  LIFE" 

Communion  Hymn  204  "Break  Thou  the  bread  of  life" 

Call  to  Communion  Page  32 

Eucharistlc  Prayer,  Institution,  Anes  Dei 

The  Holy  Communion 

Prayer  of  Thanksgiving 

Doxoiogy 

Hymn  of  Dedication  221  "%  faith  looks  up  to  Thee" 

Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 

Postlude:   "when  I  survey  the  wondrous  cross" 

^Congregation  Standing 

We  invite  all  Christians  regardless  of  denomination 

to  partake  ofthe  Lord's  supper  with  us. 

Please  fill  out  a  Communion  card  so  that  our  church's 

records  are  accurate.   You  will  find  them  in 
receptacle  on  the  back  of  the  pews. 
If  visitors  will  put  either  the  name  and  address  of 

their  church  or  their  Pastor1 s  name  and  address  on 
the  back  of  the  communion  card,  it  will  be  forwarded. 
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"This  Is  The  Life" 
:     l  6:55 

ripture:  John  6:^7-58 
I  am  sure  that  all  of  us  at  one  time  or  another  have  been  involved  in  what  i 
for  us  a  very  meanin      n"7.  relaxJ     :  ie.   Perhaps  you  have  gone  on  a  fishir 
trip  and  you  have  cast  your  line  into  the  water  and  then  stretched  out  on  the 
bank  in  the  shade  of  the  trees,  and  just  e    '   ,  and  re       there  have  thor- 
ough irself  forgetting  all  ox  life  but  that  moment. 

have  been  on  vacation  with  no  schedule  to  meet,  no       .  to 
answer  and  you  hs      m  caught  up  in  your  surroundings  and  enjoyed  and  savored 
ever;/  preci'       ent  of  iJ:. 

in  contemplation  as  you  watched  a  beautiful  sunrise 
unset  and  have  felt  the  peace  and  calm  a  scene  lite  this  can  engender. 
or  all  of  situations  like  this  you  ma         □     to  exclad       nave 
frc       ;    '  »,    -'  -  fe."      '    3f  oc    3  that  this  3      tl 

This  is  that  cannot  be  felt  or  savored  ever7/day. 

Thus,  moments  s  eh  8  recioua  because  they  are  so  few  anr!  far  be- 

tween, re  need  to  realize  is  that,  "This  Is  The  Life,"  should  run 

through  each  ar     "---one  of  our  da   .   There  sh      -    sense  of  each 
being  wonderful         simp] y  because  God  has  permit      i  that  particular 
day  to  be  alive  and  a  part  of  His  glorious  creation. 

This  is  basically  what  Jesus  was  t  ■  "'    to  5  part     '    '    les  and  other 
followers.   He  had  fed  5000  in       sulous  way  the  day  before  and  now  the 
crowd  sought  Him  in  Capernaum  by  ;one. 

:-evious  ve:?    Jesus  rem-"  ome  of  them  sou     ira  out 

supply,   '-        io  bold  them  to  labor  Tor  the  bread  that 
lasts  forever,  mem  '        (If. 

They  questions   5   about  how  God  fed  the  people  in      ilderne    Lth  manna 
-_ent  from  above.   Jesus  to!  '■    had  been  sent  from  God  to       hem 

in  just  as  miraculous  a  way  as  th  ■"     Tiers  had  been  fed.   At  this  point  we 
begin  wit     c    scripture  for  this  ever.:'     nd  .  3Sus  is  about  to  reveal  to  them 


that  He  is  the  bread  of  life.  rerses  49-31). 

';  this  point  then,   the   Jews  began  to  question  tl  '  Ldity  of  what 

saying,   ver 

Jesus  answered,  verse  53 »  and  added  a   '     ion  to  it  which  to  them  must  have 

caused  some  anxiety.      is  stating  that  xxs  they  had  to  drink  His  blood,  He 

was  t       them  to  do  someth      dch  was  completely  forbidden.   T^e  blood  w 

the  very  life  of  a        or  any  ere     .         ?e,  it  was  not  to  be  used 

any  way  let  alone  dr:    H  .    suteronomy  12:23  points  this  out, 

Hen  Jesus  was        that  we  must  Irin       -     Be  meant  that  we  must 

take  Him  ,  take  His  life  into  the  vary  center  of  our  lives.  Now  how  can  this 

be?    ell,  if  we  look  at  this  Bible  we  can  see  a  good  c:  '  Jesus 

meant.  You  have  hear"  it  rimes  tba       book,  l?he  Bible  is  b 

:         itten.   It  LI  accept  that 

statement  without  ever     ':ioning    .    t  i       ins  jusl      itement  to 

bothers  to  open  it  and  really  read  it  .-nr1  digest  it.  But 

•  do  this  then  we  find  '         "ue,  for  the  Bible       -comes  a  part 

of  us.   It  remains  external  to  us,  ju .         is  is  external  to  us  before  we 

hear,  or  read,  or  know  about  Sim.  e  enters  into  our  hearts  He  is 

within  us  and  we  can  feed  upon  Him,  and  have  the  life  and  the  vitalit     ' sta  he 

wants  to      't  to  each  one  of  us.  ii±s:y3SS^^^s^±mi¥z±^^^^c-m^^m:r,c&^sz^^z^^ 
^Illustration  .    -  i-         ,       . ...  -^y-^-   restitution  hepause  of  ,^zuilt ) 

^JL&m.jLi^^n^J^My^ UtLLUBihi— — ■ ^<- -^ 

elaborates  on  tbis  just  a  little  more  i      e  54  and  tells  that  c 
Him  and  ace    '  impart  sternal  life.      last  promise  in  this  portio 

!   jripture  is  found  in  verse  55,  and  it  is  here  that  we  come  to  now  tnd  real- 
ize that  the  flesh  and  bood  of  Jesus  see  is  sufficient  for  our  needs.       we 
need  to  know  that  we  come  to  Him,  ace     j  .,  let  J  and  we  have 

the  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  ssnrjsrax  will  live  etmally  with  Him.   lut  we  also 
_vnow  that  thuci     i  shedding  of  His  blood  and  the  breaking  o  '     body  we 
have  the  pattern  set  forth  which  constantly  reminds  us  of  tftia  sacrifice  for 

■  im        •  ..        lQ  and  a         im,  eat:'  ;ad  symbolic  of  His  body 


,   -  ibolic  o  '     blood. 

^  Israel  today,  where  Jesus  once  lived  and  walked,  when  the  family  sits  down 

- — 

to  a  meal  tl      re  wine  ritl   heir  meal.   Durin  1  the;  »ill  raise 

lasses  in  greeting,  or  in  a  toast        i  toast  is  made,  "Le-Chaim," 
fhic      -  ,     Life."  Perhaps  we  need  to  r     ;  t  is  as  we  raise  the  bread 
jJSKSin:;ci:i|ia^xHZX±iiK  and  )  our  lips,  "Le-Oh  '     Jo  „lfe",  a  -      :,now 

that  as  we  partake  of  this  Lord's  supper,  it  should  beco  .e  for  each  of  us  the 
know"         ,  '.his  Is  The  Life,"  through  Christ  our  .uord.   Cone,  Join 
now  '    *     le. 


"When  morning  gilds  the  skies" 


ST,  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Nineteenth  Sunday  After  Pentecost    October  9,  197 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Brenda  Marburger,  Marcia  McBride  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude: 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  43 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Almighty  God,  who  hast  gathered 
thy  people  throughout  the  ages  and  in  all  the  world 
into  one  Church,  forgive  us  the  painful  divisions  and 
wounds  which  we  thy  children  have  inflicted  upon  thy 
household  of  faith.   Grant  us  the  grace  to  overcome 
our  human  errors  and  prejudices  that  we  may  walk 
together  in  the  unity  of  our  one  Master;  in  whose  name 
we  pray.   Amen.1 
♦Kyrie     (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

'0  Lord  open  our  lips 

And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
551 

Nehemiah  4:  7-23 
"Jesus,  I  live  to  Thee" 

(Apostles'  Creed) 


*Pastor: 
•People: 
•Doxology   No. 
Scripture: 
Hymn  No.  254 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory   "Give  Ear  Unto  Me"  Marcello  - 
Sung  by  Dale  and  Lloyd  Link 
Anthem:     "Be  Still  and  Know  That  I  Am  God"  Bitgood 

Karen  Maloney 
Sermon:         "WITH  BOTH  HANDS" 
Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
•ymn  No.  246  "Father  of  etBrBal  grace„ 


I 


Postlude: 

Benediction 

"Congregation  Standing  

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Guy  B.  Wiles  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:*Wally  Feder,  John  Snow, 

Mont  MacKinney,  Herb  Shearer  and  Steve  Vargo. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  Robert  Dellen  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  today. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  254. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:   Jane  Andrews, 

Barb  Andrews  and  Ellen  Master. 
We  need  help  in  the  kitchen  tomorrow  morning  to  help 

pare  vegetables  for  the  Soup  and  Salad  DAy,  Contact 

Ann  Williams  or  be  here  around  9:00  A.M. 
■=-Tuesday  -  Oct.  11  -  SOUP  i   SALAD  DAY.   We  still  need 

carrots,  onions  and  12  qts,  of  beans.  Call  Ann 

Williams  (287-1430)  if  you  can  help  us  out.  Evelyn 
Kennedy  has  tickets  today  or  they  can  be  purchased  at 
the  door.   Bring  bazaar  items  Monday  Evening  or  Tues, 
morning  for  noon  sales. 
~Wed.  -  6:30  -  Youth  Choir  Rehersal  C,C»te    V    J*'"  /M 
"5>  Wed.  -  7:00  -  Chancel  Choir  Rehearsalt 
Thurs.  -  7:00  -  Bible  Study 
Friday  -  6:00  -  The  ARC  Class  will  have  a  Family  Tureen 

Dinner,  meeting  and  Fellowship.   Beverage  will  be 

provided.   The  Allen  Botacohi's  and  Roy  Andrews  will 

be  in  charge  of  the  Dinner. 
Mrs.  Ed  Hampton  would  like  to  thank  the  Congregation 

for  all  the  cards  and  prayers  during  her  stay  in 

the  hospital.    /fy  ^jr 
"-—=-   Hospitalized:   Mr,-  lewis  -Kratiel  and  Mr.  Wilmer  Pfabe. 
Basketball  -  Anyone  wishing  to  play  Basketball  please 

fill  in  the  sign  up  sheet  today.   Two  different 

teams  8th,  9th,  and  lath;  and  11th  and  12th. 
We  wish  to  thank  Mrs.  Kitty  Feder  for  filling  in  for 

Kay  this  morning. 
YWCA  Heligious  Resources  Committee  has  planned  a  Bihle 
interpretation  and  study  group  entitled  "The  Parables" 
see  Narthex  bulletin  board  for  details. 
/  r*      ASCSS —  0CJ-       \-Zj  A**- /JVfrB. 
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I  am  sure  that  mai  he  men  in  tfc         ;ation  can  remember  as  be 

a  gi     '  baseball  would  be  started  amc    '  '  it  ?          and  it  would 

be        in  a  vacant  lot.   The  thing  I  remember  most  about  t         is  was  the 

hostili  hen  you  tried  to  catch  a  ball 

with  one  hand  and  dro  Lt.        ;  sam  would  shout  and  holer  at  you,  "Use 

both  hands."  is  many  tim          see  the  major  league  teams  on 

and  one   '  ill  catch  the  ball  id'th  one  hand  only  to      3   'all 

out  of  the  glove.  i      ood  example  that  it  takes,  "Both  Hands."      3  are 

exceptions  of  course,  particular      a  person  can  o      is  one  han  . 

:-    '  .        is  the  lesson  our    "  feure 

for  this  morning  is  pointing  out. 

caaliah,  of  the  tribe   ;     .'..   Sis  name  meant, 
Lon  of  tl       .         'at  the  winter      ;nce  of         of 
md  held  '    I  i     'ti  '   cupbearer  of  :-xes.    '   in  itself 

should  tell  is  of  the  hi  'as  held,  for  no  o:         is  posi- 

tion who  was  not  completely  -       ■   the  job  of  this     ;o  to  not 

onl  Lne  cup  to  him,  but  to  ma  ife  to  drink, 

■lso  the  '      -'  "150  years  earlier  had 

directe         ;iah's  reformation.  ■  ■  "        '       -~:-  and  told 

ling  in  Jerusal*  .  deplorable  state 

of  Jerusalem.         3  had  been  bad-:  in  Jerusalem  about  100  years,  but  had  not 
been  able  to  c  '  Le  and  the  walls  were  not  rebuilt  either. 

jmiah  begins  to  fast  and  '     Lon.  bo  let 

do  it.   jo  while  !   '  to  the   '  -reafter 

-f-hg   ■  is  on  hi. j  mind  an  tells  him      i  sadness  for 

,  -       .    a      '-..-'      '    ''■    '     iion  to 
to  ;      lem  to  begin  the  task  of     '   '         Lis,  an 

vernor,  with  official  letters  t      r   out  hi       .    lus  the  king  of  Per- 


sia  was  endorsing  the  rebuilding  of"  Jerusalem  as  a  oe  again. 

3  it  is  that  we  co  te  to  our  Scripture  for  this  morn'      "  we  see  in  vs  7 
that  the  ene  .bout  Jerusalem  come  to  ■"_'      ;ainst  t         id  top 

re-buildi  Lis.    it  the  Ji -    turned  to     and  placed  a  watch 

uld  not  be  surprised  by  attack,  v  i   .  Id 

g  of  ml  '    and  rubble  hindering  the  re-building  process,  (vs  10), 

Les  are  plot  as  a  means  to  get  to  the  Jews,  (vs  11). 

le  walls  and  went  home  at      ,  rfc  day  and 

..  '  d  i  aiBaagxthRXiiautmJbFirxTnwgxaati       Mehemiah  and  his  people  of  the 

danger  the;      L,  vs  12.   jo  Nehemiah  sets       rds  and  Nehemiah  tell     m  of 
the  power  of  faith,  vss  13-14. 

their  enemies  learnin   that  the ii  Tiction  for  and 

;  did  not  work  out,  the  people  were  able  to  go  back  to  the  ta1        - 
plete  wwrrirrrTOT  involvement  in  the  work,  vs  15-  ■'■    till  had  half 

and  the  other  half  o:  rd,  vs  16.  But  the  one  thing  that 

i,  emiah  also  did  to  insure  their  !   it      to  have  have  the  workers  armed  as 
well,  vs  17.       we  can  s  tools  in  one  banc   nd         in 

the  oth-:  •.         is  we  see  that 

' 

lesson  for  u  .  '~o   have  our  tools  in  one  hand,  and  our  we  - 

pons  in  the  other.   Phis  i    ia1    i    lands  of  each  of  us.   rod  wants  us  to 
is   live  our  live::,    Lth  Both      .    ■■  nee  '  to  involved 

j_n  lemiah  faced  while  he  was  re-b  ilding  the  walls 

0f  ,     j.em.   '    ifference  between  him  and  us  is  that  he  could  see  his  enemy 

1  ■-.  -rrounddd  on  all  sides  by  evi]  and 

corruption  to  the  extent  ths  t  i1  Into  the   ..arch  and  it  i   j         Le- 

termine  the  Sod]    ■        atanic.     '      c  ?ecard  to  identify      layers 

Id  not  even  help  to  distinguish  one  from  the  other,  because  the  two  are  so 
.'  rained  and  entwined.  :  °  separated  in  bo1 

Church  an      In  our  everyday     '    'orld  is  to  do  ids."  This 

involves  our  preparation  b<  '    i  bh  tool  >ns,  so  -      be  reac 
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at  all  times. 

what  are  we  ti  ';  we  must  I  tools.  Ho  one 

would  consider       out  to  do  a      ithout  the  necessary  equipment  to  do  the 
job.  Jot   the  car.-       it   -  ns  having  hammers,  an      ,    tie  , 
ajjaipment.  For  the  electrician  it  nr     ire  cutters,  ic      'iver      so  on. 

the  mechanic  it  mean         i  and  socket  .  it  means  pe 

and  pencil     I   per.  -<:>   on. 

;  it      >e  there  are  pr  ith  which  to  do  tt 

job.   Bht  what  Titer  if  he        u   for       5  ;  out  a 

hammer?  Or  the  electrician  if  he  for     '    Lr      ■■  .   r  the  sale      ith- 
out  a  .;•  .         tldn't  last  Ion  •    -'■,      '  rs 

'   Ihurch  show  up  for  our  spiritual  lives.   We  are  ill-equ        un- 

y  our  spiritual  1'    '  bad  shape.   ,'e  wonO 

der  '      are  constantly  being  overco  :ld.  sr  is   lain  and 

Le,     l<    t       ■':   ourselv     irmtually. 
8  it  -'  "  "i  us  one  tool  and  one  tool  oi      i  ;  that  is  Hi       .   ?he  Bible. 

Yet  for  all  of  the  talk  today  i  :i<         ;he  Bible  how  m 

::   really  .  ■  '  ble  as  the 

lr-      i   -'rote: in  the  119th  Psalm  wh:  it  is  i  raise  of  God's  ord, 

verse  after  v      '     '      'a   >rd.         .-la  is  the  lor.  '  hie 

and  since  it  deals  direct]  ' s  Word,  this  sho - 

thin        '    -  nee  of  '  '    titude  for  us.  -  '  ' 

verses  to  •   ■         ?-16).  Do  you  see  what  he 

is  myin  '•   lr  ;he  11th  ver   '  :  so  t         '    ten  quoted,  (Stead  this). 

hat  we  s   Id  be  familiar        ipture  and  even  memorize  portions 
of  it.   ..e  are  to  do  thi      i   can  encou         3  who  wo 
th::  j   -     -  -  ■-  Lour,     'hide"  or  "kee ;      's  /ord  in 

hearts  so  that  we  can  tell  oth  ,       JP  ourselve,;      the  thi-. 

of  this  world  that  would  lure  us  J  -   Ibis  is  how  we  use  this  tool. 

We  read  it,  we  read  it,  we  read  it.   We  digest  it,     lemorize  11  ,        ■"  it, 

Lof  life. 
;  it,       j  it,  and    beco       -<rt  of  us,  i      our^bTSl^Por  all 
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.■  need  to  hav   :  i  ons  in  the  other  hand.    ul  tells  us  In  Ephesians  the 

?J-h  chapter  about  these,   verses  13  to  16.   If  we  go  throu       le  one  at  a  time 

we  can  see  the  importance  of  each  one. 

13:12 
Armor:  !  us  to  put  on  the  armor  of  light.  rist 

the  Light.  He  is  the  armor  that  can  shield  us  from  the  world. 

Truth  an      teousness:   Isaiah  speaks  of         '    as  being  girde 

iss  and  faithfulness.   Jesus  1:hec:3iEH&fc  said,  "I  am  the  way, 

the  Truth  and  the  life.1' 

eace:  Jesus  only  brought  on     p ".'  s  a  Gospel  of  peace. 

e   :-  ",  T  gace  I  leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you."   This  peac      ;ae 

only  peace  re  can  know  In  this  wor]  ,  '  peace  f  the 

ids t  of        and  madness. 

'  bh:  John  tells  us  in  Uohn  5:z>-,  '   '  whatev  •  over- 

bhe  world;  and  this  is  the  victory  that  i  world,  even  our 

f  'th."   Our  faith  can  over      11  of  the  o     '  "ion  the  world  ma;/  throw  at  us. 

"'  Salvation:  This  of  course  can  only  be  Jesus  Christ.     i  head  Is  one 

of  the  ■      ilnerabl  ady  and  here  i      i  the  helne   '    rn. 

If  we  are  cle    Lt   the  hel         3  salvation      . ,  ia1     -  n  il]  of  his 

for:.  US. 

>rd  of  the  Spirit,  (which  is  the  tford  of  God):  Hebrews  ;!-:12  tells         bhis 

Is,  "For  the  ford  of  God  is  a:  aniic"  ,  edged 

sword,  piercing  even  to  t  nder  of  soul  and  spirit,  and  of 

joints       -row,  and  '     Isceraer  of  intents  of  the  heart." 

'  the  tool  we  are  to  u  s,   ■  .'  .    '  ,  'he  Bible,  is  also  a  weapon. 

b  can  work  like  a  hands  of  a  believer.  There  are  many 

ill      ions  how     uses  His  Word  to  bring  people  to  Si  ,  but  one  exam     hieh 

I  once  rea  ,  leeme  '  'this  up  so  well. 

■  ion  of  ...  .       ,  "?le,  paw    ,  Loctor  to  dying  man, 

said,  "Bri      oay  book."    -  -earch^  .         Imster  et  , 

Here  is  our  tool,  and  hero  is  our  weapons.   But  it  1,  "Wit   -oth 

Hands.    ]         »d  uses  it  like  a         Lssile  to  trac     n  its  target, 
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whether  that  target  is  ourselves,  or  someone  us  to  cle?7   '   .  . 

3  our  lives  from  just  mediocre  livi   ,  to  lives  that  are  lived  victoriously 
are  willing     a  it  all     '.  way,  rtWitl        nds«" 
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A  Congregation  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ 

GREENVILLE.  PENNSYLVANIA 
ROBERT  K     N.AtE.S»niiv  Pas-lor 
FRANK  B.  STEARNS,  Dif»ctor  of  Wu?k  6ETTY  4  fRANK  TARANTO.  Sewtont 

ESTHER  BERRY  —  Chinch  5*tr  frier  1*1  —  MARILYN  SAAL 

PATRICIA  H.  BURCH  -  Intern  Paslcrs  —  CHERYL  J.  NIELSEN 

JACK  A.  EVERT  ME04ADCR  V,  JUWAWAN  KIEIH  W    VQNDIHOHE 

THE  ORDER  OF  WORSHIP 

from  Isaiah  6:1  8 
10:46  A.M.  -  October  1 6. 1977 
WE  TURN  OUR  THOUGHTS  TO  GOD  THROUGH  .  .  . 
THE  BEAITY  AND  SYMIOLISM  OF  THE  SANCTUARY 
THE  SILENT  MEDITATION  OF  OUR  HEARTS 

THE  ORGAN  PRELUDE  "Awake.  Awake"  Southern  Futk  Hymn  an.  Held 

THE  LIGHTING  OF  THE  ALTAR  Acolyte.  Bill  Mortimer 

•THE  PROCESSIONAL  HYMN  No.29»  "Lead  on.  O  K  ina;  Eternal" 

THE  SOLEMN  DECLARATION  AND  CALL  TO  WORSHIP  Mr.  Jumawau 

WE  FEEL  OUR  UNWORTHINESS  AND  GOD'S  FORGIVENESS      - 
THE  CALL  TO  WORSHIP 

THE  UNISON  PRAYER  OF  CONFESSION  No.  2.  Pag.  i 
THE  KYHIE.  lung  response  No.  JIB 
THE  ASSIIEANCE  OF  PAKDUM 
THF.  CALL  TO  PRAISE  No    513 
THE  GLORIA  IN  EXCELS1S  No.  4»9 
THE  COLLECT  FOR  THE  DAY 

WE  HEAR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD  .  .  . 
FROM  THE  HOLY  SCRIPTURES  Matthew  l};24-30  and  3*-l3  Mr.  Evert 

Tile  Gloria  P.lri 
FOR  OUR  LIVES  - 
^      Tie  Sermon  The  Tlree  Dollar  Bill"  Mr.  Una 

The  Sermon  Prayer  and  the  lord's  Prayer 
•FROM  THE  HYMN  No.  l!6  "Crown  Him  with  Many  Crowns" 

WE  RESPOND  TO  GO]  P8  WOKD  BY  OFFERING  .  .  . 
•OUR  FAITH,  and  the  Faith  ol  our  Fathers 

The  Statement  ol  Faith  I  inside  Iroot  cover  ol  Hymnal \ 
Ol  R  CONCERNS  as  a  Congregation  of  God'a  People 
OUR  MONEY  and  all  it  means  lor  in. 

The  Offertory  Anthem  "Awake.  Awake  lyljOvrr and  Work"  arc  liiirkc 

"Thc  Doiolof/y 
OUR  PRAYERS 

The  Prayer  Veralelea  spoken  responsively.  page  6 
The  General  Prayers 
The  Prayer  Response  No.  501 
OUR  LIVES      The  Charge 

GOD  RESPONDS  TO  US  WITH  .  ,  . 
THE  GUT  OF  OUR  ONENESS  u  we  aing  together 

The  Rrceaauoal  Hymn  No.  292  "Onward  Christian  SottitfS1 

THE  GIFT  OF  HIS  PRESENCE  AM)  PEACE  -  The  Benediction 
THE  GIFT  OF  LIFE      To  be  Uved  in  the  world  He  gives  ns 
THE  EXTINGUISHING  OF  THE  ALTAR 
THE  ORGAN  POSTLUDE 

*  Co n grip go.  Lion  stands 


THE  ALTAR  FLOWERS  ar.'  ptaeed  in  memory  of  Sandra  Lee  Beck  by  her  parents, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  I'aul  JW-^k.-Sr. 

WE  WELCOME  all  ( isitL'irs  to  our  (Wthipi  W>  hope  JftHJ  will  find  tisa  friendly  churrh 

arid  a  rhurvh  you  will  wish  to  vis-it  again.  Wr  invite  you  tf>  sii-n  a  repst ration  card 

found  in  the  pew.  IJjr  tvelconiers  Lhis  morning  are  Corrine  Kenwirk  and  Eleanor 

Jackson  and  Ed  jnd  Evelyn  V\mj\L-nrien. 

WE  JOIN  with  »ll  wagngltniK  of  Th*  t-ak*  Erie  Association  in  "pulpit  exchange" 

And  irelcom*-  htr.    our  pulpii  in  s  njurninft;  The  Re,    J>.'!]ih  I '    Link    P*atei  of  St,  PioTi 

1 " j l i .  =  ■  i .1  Church  nfOirisL  in  Buller.  Fennavlvamii. 

STEWARDSHIP   NOTE!    Last    year    some    of    our    BOHmWUtloc    increased    their 

itewudiJuf  aOtcfltMoii  but  after  discDuntiiig  t,ho*e  who  had  decreased  or  died  or 

mm  I'll  away,  ihr  increases  did  nut  repreaent  an  increase  in  our  total  pledge.  In  today's 

expanding  economy  a  rhtirrh  whose  resources  remain  sialic  is.  gains  backward.  How 

many  at.  I  Jus  congregation  row»der*d  this'' 

G1U  rtlLATIONa  En  Mrs.  fUihae!  MK'Jimans  who  was  honored  recently  an 
the  occasion  Of  ber  90th  birthday. 
STEWARDSHIP  NOTES:     Attendance  last  Sundav  282 

Offering  tat  5un<Uv  S2.-»-r>i;  Offering  year  ago  $1,567 

Receipts  lo  dale  J9I.1  19:  197&-  $88,839 

THIS  WEEK  ATZIONS 

Today-  October  Hi 

12  Noon  Women's  Guild  Vegetable 8oup Sail 

7:lK>  P.M.  —Senior  Hi's  meet  nl  church  far  an  evt-riini-of  fu:i,  game*,  &  EoOCH 
Mtf.de> -October  11 

r.t  iH)  A.M,  -Mr*.  Fil/.Kerald's  Prc-Srliu.il  'Monday  thru  Friday! 

9:00    VM.—  Senior  Cittfen'*  (Monday  thru  Friday) 
■ii'wni&s  —  Primary  Room 

8:00  I'.M.-r.ay  Andersori'sDanef  School-  Intermediate  Room 

7:30  P.M.— AlAnon  —  Intermediate  Room 
TiHHky-OctetelS 

JO: i hi  A.M.— Mental  Health  Group  -  Adult  SS  Room 

T.twj  I'.v  -rmediaLeRoom 

8:30  V  M .--  AA  —  JapksunRoom 
WMaiit>»ds>  -iVtaber  19 

10:00  A.M.    AlArwn  —  1  nlerttiedia  U  Room 

3:4S  P.M.— Brownies—  Primary  Room 
Thursday-  October  20 

9:30   A  M,     Moiher  s  ..roup 

.'1:00  I'.M,-  AlAteen—  Interim-di-He  Room 

3:<5  I 'M.-Chriir  — Grades Jj-e-7 

7:00  P.M.—  Chancel  Choir 

7^00  P.M.— Confirmnlion  CUas  -  Primary  Room 

7:00  P.M      VV.-ik-lii  Watdwn      InterrapdiateRoora 

Saturday  -October  Zl 

10:;}0  A.M.-Choir-Grades2-3-4 
Nuit  Sunday -October  23 

i.'huri .'h  Schrwil  anfJ  WorshLfjai  the  reffuiar  hour. 
3:00   P.M. -Lake  Erie  Association  Pall  Meeting  al  St,  Paul's  Church  in  Butler. 

Supper  at  5:45  p.m. 
7-00  P.M. ■ -Senior  High  Itayride.  WaLeh  for  Jjrtherdi-Lails! 


THE  BOOK  OF  LIFE 

Died:  Paul  A.  Wetzel.  Sr.  on  October  8.  1977, 


,,rT1he   Three   Dollar  Bill" 
/-:    .  ■'     15:37-      ■        >cri]  :    Mt    13*24-30,    .    ~'\-3 

Til   s  2  men^^g^-^^--— J 

Here  2  individs  out  t  phoni e 

say  our  society*  i  phony  as  3  dollar  Bill 

produc  this  in  scrip  but  cum  clos  our  scri 
^  parables; story  insid  st< 

,   Liscip  irabl 

vs  37=Good  seed 

;vs  38a-^ield  world, cud    i       fcrarch 
vs  38b=children      cud  B  church  peop 
vs  3Gc=child  of  Satan  or  devil, cud  also  B  ch  peop 
no  lil   »  do  but  cu      in  moment 

vs  39a= Jatan  as        es 

-vest  is  end.  of  world  &  judgemeia 

vs        3ls  are  res 

■  :■■■        ll£  r   ■'  3  3  ,    how  2 

spot  it. 

heat/inter-'  '     t       2  ;;epar,no  tell 
fiiff  we   ""    prout 
Beard     rnal=2  way  separ, burn, women  sort 
"  posonous, narcotic 

overall  lesson  4  us«Satan  wil  plant  irdt  xpians 

tru  Bli        found   wen  lh  worl  can  J 
rnina.  p.mmtftT-fftitRr  ?,   17  dollar  bill) 
*2~busines  me:  thin  over  on  other  &  we 

•s  off  as  "b  usiness"=who  mak  business  w  rid? 
so  call  Xpians=examp  man  manag  lrg  chain  dept  st 
d  men:"  .       ,  lies  mee'  ':  ,     -1  etc 

i  .  .  eounterf its  we  need  chang?   Mo  liv 
,  hies,  than     .        ,        2  us  &  we 
l 
r:  no  jus  peop  in  pews,sumtim  :    .hind  pul  Lt 
hree  Dollar  Bill!l 
(Illus  Shaml     ' s  blashem;-     ;resy) 

x  call  iL  blashemv  'k   (Mil  no  undel'^t  how  man  call 
self  minister  J,  this 

>r  cong  2  lead  floe 
m  he  tare  amo:         her  need  4  S's  i  Len1 

4  ever  tru  Xp,ther  count    '   '  '      '  , '    quote  :ev 
only  diff      m  count  .    tru  Xp,is  Xp  liv  in 
hart  that  be   --  ;ain  Xpian 

.lus  sine  :-„■  ■.=  .    -   Lged  in  Sunlight;  Lati  -   ine 
cera,  "Without   ::" 
■■-   withoui  judged  i  .it? 

,hud  B  or  else  we  phony  as  "Th«     ^e  Dollar  Bil. 
B      no  if     '  '   '  tlier  cim  t:  - 

of  separation 
Js  '     need  2       >rd,  eithe  ■ 

joy  or  h  se  '      '   =    lv 


hree  Dollar  Bill" 
Text:  '  'nevj   13:     '-.  " 

Scripture:  Matthew  13:24-30,  36-4-3 


(Illustration  of  2  men  s  at  aoo) 

Hers  were  two  individuals  who  from  outward  appearances  were  genuine,  but  were  in 
fact  phonier,.   ,'e  have  a  saying  in  our  society  that  speaks  of  sc  le- 

one  bei  ig,  "As  phony     .   hree  hollar  Bill."  roduce  this  in  scripture 

hut  we  can  cone  pretty  close  to  it  with  the  portion  BSxxKESjBiKSK       n.  this 
morning  as      ■  '  ture. 
Jesus  had  a  i      telli       '  mt  things  to  lis  foil  5    use  of 

5torie  :  usir       '      iliar,  and  the  characte- 
thi:       ;ha1  story  fferent  things.   In  telling       Dry  of  the 

,        as  telling  so  all  of 

them.        ter  the  multitude  been  sent     ,  and       an 

'ciples  had  gone  into  the  house,  t":      an  to  question  rable 

its  meaning.  Je         rent  on       lain  it  to  them. 
told  them  that  the  so-     '.   tl  '     ',  vs  37 • 

gained  that  the  field  is  the  world,  vs  38a.   .or  our      e  could  also  in- 

hrist  as  bein       orld.   He  said  the  good  seed  was 
g  ildren  of  the  kingdom,  vs  ;  ■.       mt  of  couase,  those 

and  be       t   '  .   -  in,  we  could  include  t      pie  who  belong  to 
Christ's  Church  in  this  illustration.  Jesus  then  said  thatvthe  tares  are  the 
children         icl  s   me,  vs  38c,  or     ...   e  could  also  include  so    /.  trch 

jers  in  this  group  a    '  "  .   e  don't  like  to  think  of  Church  people  as  be:' 
children      "an,  but  so      ,  to  this  in  a  moment. 

us  then  idetntified  .jatan  as  the  enemr  tares,  vs  39a;  The  harvesl 

bei-     :  end  of  the  world,  or  judgement,  vs  39b;  And  as  the  angels, 

..".  g  this  we  have  the  foundation  laid  to  spot  "  .'  -   ree  Jollar  Bill." 
■        ■ -■    .  true  to    '  .   Tares  did  indee       up 

with      ,        ;  the  roo!.  le  intertwined  and  it 
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L$possible  to  separate  the  two.   Jven  expert  farmers  could  not  tell  the  diff- 
e   ice  between  the  tares,  wkSbSPCxkxkcxxkkksI:  and  the        rhen  both  plants  were 
in  their  e:  Levelopment,   '  eed  called,  "Bear 

Darnel."      'it  could  be  diet     shed,  it  had  '  the  roots  of  the 

ild  also  tear  ,  Ltted  to 

grow  together  to  matu,::'  7  ;o  methods  were  used  to  separati 

Cne  was  to  separate  the  plants  as  Jesus  said  must  be  done  and  to  burn  the  t' 
and  :  .  .,  ■■  .:  to  separate  the  seeds  after  the  threshii  . 

i  s  was  done  by  hiring  women  who  would  pic-"  out  the  darnel  seeds  which  were 

'  i  fijont  of  then.   The  darnel  se      re  slate  gray  i 
color  and  had  to  be  taken  out  because  .    i       and  had  a 

narc  .  se  then  that  Jesu  .      :he  tar.     "  the  wheat  had 

to  be  separated. 
The  overall  lesson  for  each      is  that  Satan  will  always  plant  imitation 

erever  true  believers  are  found.  world  we  cert- 

ainly can  see  this. 

of  counterfeiter,  1?        bill  and  ano" 

business  men  of  sorts,  each  pulll:'         '    over  on  the  other, 
and  eve:  being  "Business."   But  before  we  so 

s  it  off  as  just  '       is,"  let  us  ask  who  makes  up  the  business 
3inessmej         t     -urse.  eople,       D  them  are 

cav.  .      ?isti    .  >  call       istians,"  because  they  do  noJ-    riect 

it  the  other  days  of  the      .   I  just  learned  recently  of  a  man  down  our  < 
who  attends  an       ?e    ;ood  member  of  lamental  Christian  sitoaxx 

congregation.  3  bh:     inday  Bchool  and  quoting  the  Bible. 

He  is  the  m  na         1  .  ;e  chain  dep*  .      1  >re.   During  the  week  be  holds 
sales  meet:!     rith  the  salesmen  and  his       -  re  would  not  be  qualified  for 
p^nt  xx.       :-iG<  treatment  of  his  employees  i  .     ,  those  who  only 

his  church  connection  1  an  outstandi 

Christian  both  In  his  life  and  in  t       lunity. 


;here  counterfeit       in  our  lj  ad  to  be  changed? 

live  an  altogether  different  existence  on  Monday  or  do  on 

°und  -.  t-:         to  understand  that  Jes 

Lng  of  t  -  it, 

also  need  to  understand      it  .  in  the 

!  b  in  their  liv?  ,         ''  the  man  behind  the     '   may 

bo  "Tht  'ee  Dollar  Bill."   I  an  sur  appalled  at  some  of  the 

jid  and  done  by  elergmen  of     kinds.  >palled 

when  I  hear  and  read  of    '        :  '  '    iting      is 

ily  and  un  Christian.  uch  an  incident 

•ning.   i'he  i<   is  by  a   *v.   illiam  ohambaugh 

who  /         of  a  United  Church  of  3hri  t  c      ttion  in  York,  Pa.        :-';i- 
cle         in  the  |Kjro3Eadi±£iEcSi3Etes 
services  available  in  that  area.       i  :-ote  for  one  of  the  i     . 

It ;  b:  i   c  "     ■  lai       i  blashc 

I  don't  km  it,        'or  one  say  it  is  hi 

any  man  can  write  '  '      off  as  a  minister    Jesus 

1st  j  •   !he  pastor  of  a  con  negation  is  1 

and  lead  tho.:  o  a  deeper  commj  '.ment  to  Jesus  Christ.  But  when  that 

pastor  the  tare  a  ,      Q  see  1  '     . 

for    '  ■  judgement, 

iristian,  there  i    counter i  t,"as  one  pastor 

has  so  apt!      -'"'.        he       Lfference  be      a  counter:" .  '  i   a 

fj     '    livj  of  that  bon-        ist:  an. 

There-  is  one  word  ir  ou  -ome  to  us  from  both  the  lc 

and  the  Greek,  which  should  be  the  oken  of  each  of  us  where-, 

we  may  ;o.   Phe  word  is  "Sincere."  In  the        fcament  the  v/ord  used,  means, 
k^d     ■   the  sunlight."   ?he  english  wo  ;  Latin  ".^ine  cera." , 

;h  means,  :'  fit!   t     .  '   -  rich  man  or  a  hi        in  anc: 

Lng,  >-  to  chi  sel  t  i 


marble.   But  soraetj        iie  chisel  slipped,  the  en    '   he  nose  would  be  chipped 
,  or  another  part  might  be  '•  ■    ..    0  rather  than    to  all  the  bother  of 
bust,  th<         might  repair  the  brc      xt. 

"1       1  net  be  detected  unles:;  '     i  looke       ry  clos el  '. 
client  happened  to  be  a         .ble  person  he  batuette  out  side 

and  -         '  in  the         .   If  he  did  not  do  this,  he  would  '  - 

fortune  of  batue  ".'::::::  i  of  his 

house.  sincere,'   '         ,      Jould  not  bear  car 

scrutiny  in 

Are  L  in  the  sun  Lght?"      should  be,  or  else 

we  are  as  pho  Jill."   ./e  need  to  '      ire 

;1oel,  there  spara- 

tion. 

Jesuss  said  one  final  thing  about  all  of  this,  and  we  need  to  hear  .'lis  words, 
the  joy  of  this,  or  e"  -  Lng.      d  verso  '■  ]  . 


ST*  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
B-utl er ,  Pennsyl van! a 
Twenty-First  Sunday  After  Pentecost  October  23,  1977 
The  Rev*  Ralph  C.  Link,  Minister 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Lori  Zavacky,  Bobby  Shakely  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  U ; 00  A.M. 
Prelude:         "Meditation11  Massenet 

^Processional  Hymn  Ho.  30  "Come,  we  who  love  the  Lord" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
*Exhortation 

♦Confession,  tin  Unison)  "0  Lord,  Our  Father,  we  come  to 
you  as  a  people  who  .are  a  part  of  the  community  of 
believers.   We  seek  your  guidance  for  we  know  that  the 
Church  cannot  exist  without  it.  Forgive  each  member 
of  your  Church  for  their  individual  and  corporate  sins* 
Keep  us  true  to  the  commitment  of  upbuilding  the  Church 
throughout  the  world.   Keep  us  from  the  divisions  that 
separate  us  from  others.   And  always  keep  us  steadfast 
in  your  love,  in  Jesus  name.  Amen.1' 
•Kyrie     (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
*Assurance  of  Pardon   -  Choral  Amen 
"Praise 

*Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

♦People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
*0oxology   No.  551 
Scripture  Lesson:        Matthew  13:24-30,  36,  43 
Hymn  No.  389   "Rise  up,  0  men  of  God!" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith  (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor;   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People;   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory       "Pastorale"  Guilmant 

Baptism      Kevin  Andrew  McGarrah  -  Son  of  Mr.  &  Mrs. 

Mark  McGarrah   born  July  1,    1977. 
Anthem:         "Give  Me  A  Faith11  Bitgood 

Cyndie  and  Rob  Sybert  and  Chancel  Choir 


Sermon:        "The  3  -  Dollar  Bill" 

Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Hymn  No.  474   "I've  found  a  Friend" 

Postlude:    "Faith  of  Our  Fathers"         Morris 

Benediction 

--------  ^Congregation  Standing  ------- 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Irene,  Dorothy  and  Paul  Forcht  in  Memory  of 

"Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  *Richard  Mangel,  Don 

Kingsley,  Art  Carney,  Gary  Penar  and  John  Dreher. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  William  Thompson  will  greet  the 

Congregation  at  the  door  this  morning- 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:   Gaye  Bowser, 

Betty  Pfabe  and  Laurel  Stauffer. 
--^-Hospi  tali  zed:   Mrs.  Betty  Jaillet,  Mrs*  Dorothy^ — jforfjE' 

Stewart  and  Mrs.  Elma  Robinson. 
Today  -3-6  Meeting  of  the  Lake  Erie  Association 

here  in  our  Church, 
Tonight  -  7  -  9  -  Youth  Fellowship  Meeting. 
^Wed.  -  7:00  -  Chancel  Choir 
^   Wed.  -  8r00  -  The  new  sing-a-long  choir  "Rising  Son" 

is  meeting  at  6:00  on  Wednesday  evenings.  Come  out 

and  have  Fun! 

^^Mov.  -  6  -  The  Budget  will  be  gone  over  for  yOUI* 

approval*   New  officers  will  be  voted  on  after  the 

Service. 
j^Hov.  6  -  Christian  Enlistment  Sunday.  A*'*&f*4r£    WWWVf/^ 
Nov.  14  -  6:30  P.M.   The  Building  Fund  Campaign  will       * 

be  launched  at  a  Fellowship  Supper  on  Monday  -  Nov.  14, 
More  information  to  follow. 
Tonight  -  Series  of  Services  called  "Harvest  '771' 

thru  Oct.  26th. *    at  the  Calvary,  123  E.  Diamond  St. 

at  7:30  P.M.   Dr*  Bruce  Thielmann  will  be  the 

Speaker  "The  Truth  Shall  Set  You  Free"  The  Congregation 

is  invited  to  hear  this  well  know  speaker* 
Dec.  4  and  11  is  open  for  Altar  Flowers  -  If  you  want 

either  one  of  these  dates  let  Bea  know  in  the  office. 
Basketball  -  The  sign-up  sheet  is  still  on  Bea's 

desk  for  those  who  want  to  sign-up  for  Basketball. 

Please  take  the  time  today  to  do  this. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Reformation  Sunday  October  30,  197? 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Minister 
Mrs.  Catherine  Feder,  Guest  Organist 
Mrs.  Cyndie  Sybert  -  Youth  Choir  Director 
Lori  Zavacky,  Bobby  Shakely  -  AColytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:  "A  Safe  Haven"  Stairs 

•Processional  Hymn  No,  322  "The  Church's  one  Foundation" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
'Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Almighty  God,  forgive  us  for  our 
faulty  following  of  the  Master:  our  slow  faith  in  Hie 
power  to  save;  our  timid,  hesitant  answers  to  His  call 
for  service;  our  insensibility  to  the  meaning  of  His  cross; 
for  all  that  mars  our  diseipleship,  and  make  it 
difficult  for  others  to  believe  in  Him.   We  ask  it  all  in 
His  name.  Amen." 
•Kyrie    (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology  No.  551 
Scripture:   Matthew  23:  13-39 
Hymn  No.  282    "Faith  of  our  fathers!" 
♦Affirmation  of  our  Faith  (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you* 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

offertory     "Appaliehian  Meditation"      Moore 
Installation  of  Bruce  McBrlde  (filling  the  unexpired 

term  of  John  Redman) 
Anthem:    "You'll  Never  Walk  Alone"  Rodgers 

Youth  Choir 
irmon:       "WHEN  IS  A  SPADE  NOT  A  SPADE" 
grayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 


"A  mighty  fortress  is  our  God" 
"Postlude" 


P* 


Hymn  Ho.  281 

Postlude: 

Benediction 

-  — *Congregation  Standing  -  - - 

The  Lovely  flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed 
in  Honor  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Alvin  Shakely' s  37th  Wedding 
Anniversary, 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Mike  Nazaruk,  Gottlob 

Kradel,  Roy  Andrews,  and  James  McClymonda. 
Elder  and  Mrs,  Paul  Riemer  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  is  provided  today  by  Virginia  Mangel  and 

Karen  Vensel « 
Tonight  -  6-3  -  youth  Fellowship  Tureen  Dinner 
Next  Sunday  -  Nov.  6  -  Budget  will  be  presented; 
Officers  will  be  elected.   You  may  nominate  from  the 
floor  with  that  persons  permission* 
The  Under  Shepherds  will  have  a  short  meeting,  with  the 
Pastor.  They  will  also  pick  up  reservations  for  the 
Fellowship  Kickoff  Dinner.   Everyone  should  have  their 
reservation  slips  by  now  {included  with  the  last  letter. 
The  Under  Shepherds  will  be  going  out  one  week  early 
so  that  these  can  be  picked  up  in  time. 
Please  get  your  Commitment  cards  in  as  quickly  as  you 

can  so  they  will   not  get  lost. 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Stewart  would  like  to  thank  the  Congregation 
for  their  Prayers,  cards,  flowers  and  especially 
a  thank  you  to  Rev,  Link. 
Basketball  -  The  sign-up  sheet  can  stand  some  more 

names  -  so  final  arrangements  can  be  made. 
Wa  still  have  Dec.  11  open  for  Flowers  -  contact  Bea 
if  you  would  like  to  thave  this  Sunday. 
T-Wed.  -  7:00  -  Chancel  Choir—  £'.'7-  Xj$£C+*t*      C* 
^Wed,  -  8:00  -  The  new  sing-a-long  choir  "Rising  Son" 
Thurs,  -  7:00  -  Bible  STudy 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  159. 
^^late  of  Officers  put  up  for  Nomination  is  as  follows: 
/For  Elder:   Allen  Botacchl,  Harry  Fry  and  Art  Snyder 
I  For  Deacons:   Rodney  Rensel ,  Don  Kingsley,  Karen  Maloney, 
I   Sarah  Snow,  Roy  Andrews t    and  Art  Carney. 
Y  Your  choice  of  nomination  may  be  made  from  the  floor 
\if  you  have  that  persons  permission. 
^■Hospitalized:   Mrs.  Elraa  C.  Robinson,  fvY    Wf*-£f    NAt I 


'  -ErtQti&J 


sort  ri  most  humorus;exarap  Garb  trkjNewspaper 

■ids;  wic  too  liv? 

10   Oonms   at   1nce. 

Bv  do  aft  ex  -    -       -  Jain 

-  pos  serious  rid,  le? 

int  out  part  in  Scrip,but  must  ad  2it  2  cum  com 
plete  anser 

..■ribes< 
t'  bcuz  thez  peop  influent 
I'harsistric  le^lists, strict  observ  law  lettr, 

nev  mor  than  JI  ,but  Btua  remeni  sum  war  gud  rt  men 

L:tfl  :   Jew  classif  .  "  b|d  typ/1  gu 
i  word  B  hex  ■•■..''   im 

Scribes: copyists  of  ■  Jcrip,they  recog  authorty  or^ 

'  :'  i  call  Lawyers :  Jews  3ed,dos  receiv  law,deliv  2 
Josh; Josh  deliv  2  elds  So  prophs:"-  prophs  deliv  2  men 
of  Gr3at  Synagogue 

3  snea1-   '         iz  relig  of  tbat  day 
Loo:-  JV),  7  if  RSV,LIV  et  al 

Exe      i  13;  15;  25;  27;    3ext 

:  ipade?  expl:use  4  dig,bild=gud  rite 

If  use  driv  stak,pry  lever=wrong  &  not  Spade 
"  substit  Ch  4  Gpade  we  cum  2  wat  Js  say  Scr,  h 
2day  deform  3un     "   Lay  reform  org  Cfc 
M  Luther  call  by  G  2  stand  4th  agin  relig  Idrs  of  da 
2day  Prot         ref  in  all  mainline  de- 
Last  ash  JC  Method 

in  Dallas 
(Illus    "      ithodist, Dallas  Oh  stripper) 
.   : ay  2  our  relic  ldrs  2day? 

,adultr  ,     sex, drug  addict, 
alcobo       3ucb  not  sin  but  rite  of  Individ  2  elect 
Ls  as  lif style  if  he  she  chooz 
J    tell  ■    bout  this  'he 

say  action  of  3  is,  dead  Rom.  1:'T: 

G  no  look  litly  o      man  call"Cboic  of  lif 
.en  ipade  dot  Spade?  .-en  in  hands  unbeliever, Boux 
then  it  no  use  ft  dig  4  truth  d  fcighteousness  but 
insted  it  use  2  covor  Gin  d  Evil 
Anser  2  Ch  2day   id     [  LU 

ile  mua  tak  preced  over  all  wil  '        Ltbin  indivi 
livs  of  each  Oh  member 

we  mus  kno  &  hear  words  Js  2  Scribs 

le   need  2  look  not  only  withir    , 

lvs  2  cast  of   ''  z  -  '    "  Jep  from 

Irutb"  ,'e  need  2  tak  stand  St  kno  canno  stand  4  both 

ivilm        e  mus  chooz.        c  abl 

2  echo  '  ,    san  do  no  else, so  help  me  God" 


k 
hew  2J: 

■e :  .-  '"      :  :   -. 

1  :orts  of   '    ss  in  the  world.    son  sure  that  you  know  moat  of  them 
as  bea     amorous*   "./hen      i  in  element       ■     '  Lddles  like:  "/hat 

has  four  "lies?"      answer  Is:         ;e  mscxehx  truck."  Or,  ".'hat 

is  blacl        '  e,  and  read  all  over.     3  answer  is:  "A      aper." 
There  are  even  a  lot  of  3ible  riddles.   "Why  i     ises  the  most  wicked  man  w 
ever  lived?"  Pen  Commandments  all  at  once." 

,vs  do  after  they  were  expellee      ;he  Garden  of  Eden?" 
"They  re  i    Jain. !l 

Lng  at  things  from  a  more  serious  side,  I  would  like  to  pose  the  riddle 
this  morn:   ,    hen  Is  ..  ...pade  Not  A  jpade?"   Jesus  points  a  portion  of  this  out 
in  o      ipture  '   ,  but  we  must  a  it   id  make 

sone  comparisons  i      r  to  come  up  with  the  cc 

Ai   o  1<       tut  Jcripture  for  today        bl     '   t  of  all  Jesus  ha" 
upon  ^imself  the  unenviable  task  of  ts       the  religious  leader 

;  is  so    Lng    Lc  lot  done.  To  do  so  was  to  incur      rath  of 

these  people,  for  they  I  deal  of  clout  an       "      itial  in  the 

reli      lives  o  '.  eople. 

Pharisees  were  the  strict  legalists  .  They  stood  for  the  strict  and       ob- 

of  the  letter  of  the  law.     re  never  were  v  ibers  of  them. 

not  more  than       >f  them.   .'hatever  we  ma:/  say  that  is 
detrimental  to  the  Pharisees,  we  must  alway  very  good 

and  righteous  men  among  them.      he    lm  id  there  are  seven  different  kinds  of 

Fhairsees  distinguished.   This  was  the  Jew's  own  classification  of  them  and  of 

kinds 
the  seven  kypss,  there  were  six  bad  types  and  one  good  one.   So  we  can  readily 

e  that  the  word        is  in  denunciation  of  the       le  were  being  heard  by 

sW_e  who  c  Lth  him. 

The  scribes  were  the  copists  of  '       '   ures.   Because  of  their  close  proximity 

to  t  "'-  authorities  on  it.   They  were  sometimes  called 


-,e  Jews  had  a  s   '   ,  "Moses  received  the  Law  and  delivered  it  to 

Lua;       ;hua  to  the  elders;  and  the  elders  to  the   -c   sts;  and  '     ro~ 

phets  to      en  of  the  keeat  3      ie."  Ettese  Scribes  were  the  ones  whose 

duty  it  was  to  see  that  the  Law       itinued  and  carried  out. 

je  that  Jesus  was  spe-  !        Lnst  the  organized  y. 

shallen  •"/  leaders  of  that  religion.   -       a   we  loc 

o  see  tl  i  recorded  a  series  of'woes"  ascribed  to 

"  arisees.   If  you  have  a  KJV  you  have  8  of  them  recorded  and  if  you 
or  Living  -^ible 
have  an  R37  you  probably  only  have  7.  tie   will  not  go  borough  all  of  them,  but 

will  to  look  at.   In  vs  13  He  tells  them  that  they  have  blocked 

the  kin         >d  and  are  not  a  part  of  it,  nor  do  they  make  it  possible  for 

oth       enter  it.  In  vs  15  He  points  i  len     to  get 

a  convert  rson  is      iber  of  the  Church  he  :"     ;  twice  as  bad 

as  themselv   .    hen  Jesus  interjects  a  bit  of  humor  in  It  for  he  tells  them  in 

':-,  that  they  are  so  anxious  to  overcome  the  small  t  i  -.re 

■  letting  the  la:  .  e  could  picture  a 

man  perhaps  drin!  .'      ;lass  of  table  wine,       '  ?ossed  i      ;ing 

nat  oat    fct,  while  :a  xs  el. 

In  v         ■"'!  ■  them  h(       are  so  co  outside  of  the   '   , 

■but         .ect  the  inside  of  it      LI.   In  v   ...   3  points  out  that  '  te;  are 

>mbs,  nice  loo       1  the  outside,  but  inside  fill  .    e 

was  referring  to  the  fact  that  it  was  a  point  of  the  Jewish  law  that  khxjehk  an  - 

one  who  touched  anything  dead  or  1.  wit  Ldered   telean. 

sepulchres  were  quite  often  along  the  wayside.  During        (over  pilgrims 

Line  an  .   If  a  pilgrim  touched  the  outside  of  one  of 

these  tombs  he  was  cons'-      unclean  and  could  not  partake  of  the  Passover. 

e§,  in  the  '  '  the  observance  of        sover,  all  of 

i^ibs  :■•      -Ichres  <   -    ."  i  '    uishi  aes.       not 

-  identified  them,  bui       them  look  nice.   They  shown  and  sparkled  in  the 

sun.   ~o  the  comparison  Jeaus  is  usin   '  aisees  and  scribes  appear- 


ed  to  be  very  righteous  and       ;  men,     i  .  11  of  filth  and 

point 
uption.  he  xsxks   I       like  to       r  our  t    :  is  morning 

i   in  the  28th  verse,  "EVEN      .  ...  ! 
.  , 
And  so  ■'  riddle,     m  ade2"  A  spade  is  some- 

h.  It  can  be  used  to  do  all  types  of     '   .  ink 

of  :'  ed  to  d:      order  to  plant,  or  to  dig  In  order  to      , 

lize  that  we  are  thinking  of  a  spade  in  t      test  ter   .    :;  is  actually 
tructive    .  ipade,  I      ade. 

i£xMgxm  da  '  '      is  the  d  '     -ade,.  mh  it  foil     :hat 

.de,       '   '  "'     •      ade  is  not  a  ..jpade 

-'  ;■        it  to  drive  stakes  Into  the  ground.  A  spade  is  not  a  spade  when 
use  it  a:;  a  lever  to  rose.  It  is  on]  en  it  is  used  as 

,pade. 
•  ■  ,-:xl  Church  in  our  analog;-  ~  5,  we  come  to  what 

.   ?oday  Is  the  day  we  call 
ion  Sunday,  '    '  which  s    he  start  of  Ion 

Church.  Martin  Lut        le  by  God  to  Inst 

■  ;io  s  lee      '   '       nd  to  denounce         were  d  "    in  the  name 
of  reli  ;ion.  ■  look  at  the  C     Lan  Church  from  the  irotc  '     ide  of 

It  we  cannot  hel  5ee  that  we  are  in  dire  need  of  a  ne  fcd  >n.  .re 
are  so  ...  lings  going  on  Ln  man  Mainline  denominations  that  we  could 
xxiq,  ;  most  of  the  rest  of  this  day  telling  of  the  .       reek  I 

s\r  ou  what  a  minister  of  our  Denomination  had  said  publicly  and  there 

ore  I  could  add  about  others.  Like  to  share  with     \   tat 

a  1    "   minister  It  .C.  has  said,  irch  in  Dallas 

b  happen  In  its  sane'-  ar  . 

( ;.-     Ion  of  Methodist  vs  u  .,    trpper  5 

I  wonder  what  Jesus  would  say  In  our  time  to  the  reli  '  •     i  church 

is  that   .rnication,         ,      exualit;  , 


-4- 

.iction,  alcoholism  and  all  re  not  r       In,  but  are  the 

ri   t  of  the  individual  to  khhuss  elect  that  lif  lie  or  she  choose  . 

il  told  the  people  of        3ut  the    ,  Ln  the  fir  it  chapter  of  Hi 

letter,  but  listen  to  what  he  says  the  action  of  God  is,  (read  Romans  1:18). 

'  3  tells  us  that  God  does  not  look  la  lis  "Ohoice  of  a 

lifesty]  . 

is  in  the  hands  of  an  unbeliever.  Because 
'.  '   not      J~o  dig       •  truth  and  righteousness,  but  it  is  used  to 
cover  over  sin  and  hide  xfc  the  truth, 

iwer  to  the  pre      of  the  Church  tod:   is   till  and  always  will  be  Jesus 
.-'  '!.  :e  pre-eminence  over  all  bot    '   '       drurch  and  within 

individual  lives  of  each  Ohurc"     "  :.r.  -  must  hear,  and  know,  and  re- 

mber  the  words  of  Jesus  to  the  Jcribes  and  Pharisees,  vs  28.  tie   need  to  lool 
dthin  the  Church,  but  v:ithin  ourselves  to  cast  out  the     '      Lch 
keep  us  from  the  Truth,   xan  le   need  to  take  our  stand  today  and  xjccSKs 
ma&SXB&dfaadidcKs&adckBEB.   come  to  ;e  that  we  cannot  stand  for  both  Good 

and  evil.   .  e  must       .       "  choose  Christ  and  be  able  to  echo  the  words 
;]   ,   [  can  do  no  else,  so  help  me  God." 


)  ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHHIST 

Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Christian  Enlistment  Sunday         November  6t  1977 
The  Hev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Karen  Pfabe,  Beth  Feder  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude;    "Fantasy  in  C  Major"         J*S>   Bach 
•Processional  Hymn  Ho.  21  "Joyful,  joyful,  we  adore  Thee" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  God,  you  have  taught  us  to 
keep  all  your  heavenly  commandments  by  loving  you  and 
our  neighbors]   grant  us  the  spirit  of  peace  and  grace, 
that  we  may  be  both  devoted  to  you  with  our  whole  heart 
and  untied  to  each  other  with  a  pure  will.  Forgive  us 
we  ask  in  Christ's  name.   Amen." 
•Kyrie    (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praie 
•Doxology   No.  551 
Scripture         Luke  6:  30-45 
Hymn  No.  307   "Jesus  calls  uas  o'er  the  tumult" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory     "Chorale"  Boellmann 

Anthem:      "And  Can  It  Be?"   Johnson   Chancel  Choir 
Sermon:         "ONE  THING? 
Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
Hymn  No,  299   "Lead  on  0  King  eternal?" 
Postlu.de:    "Postlude  in  D"  Fischer 

Benediction 
Three  Fold  Amen 

Nomination  and  Election  of  Elders  and  Deacons 
Budget  Presentation  for  Adoption 

U  tr   Shepherd  meeting  with  Pastor  for  few  minutes 
in  the  f  }t   of  Sanctuary 


The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mrs.  Margaret  McClymonds  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   "Allen  Botacchi,  Dan 
Bosko»  Robert  Knauer,  Charles  Penar. 

Elder  Paul  Campbell  will  greet  the  Congregation  at 
the  door  this  morning. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Bertha  tfollefreundi 
Sue  Hollefreund  and  Sherry  MeClimans. 

The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  189 
^^  Tonight  -  6-8  P.M.  -  Youth  Fellowship  Meeting.   Tonights 
meeting  requires  everyone  attending  to  wear  a  pair 
of  clean,  unmatchting  socks.   Why?  Cone  and  find  out! 
Upcoming  events:   Saturday  -  Nov.  12  -  Hay ride  followed 
by  a  Weiner  Roast,  (FR*«).  Meet  6:30  F,M*  at  Church 
and  Bring  a  friend. 
December  2,3,4  Retreat  -  Mark  your  calendar  now. 

Monday  -  7th  women's  Mary  Prugh  Circle  meeting  at  7:30. 

Wed,  -  6:30  -  Youth  Choir  Rehersal 

Wed.  -  7:00  -  Chancel  Choir 

Thurs.  -  7:00  Bible  Study  in  the  Undercroft 

Thurs.  -  7:30  -  Butler  Fellowship  of  Churchs  meeting 
at  St.  Andrews  Church.         ^0*7" 
^^    Hospitalized:   Mrs.  Elma  Robinson  and  Mr.  Guy  Wiles  at 
^       BCMH...    Mrs.  Helen  Hollefreund  at  Mercy  Hospital  3-5^7 
Locust  St.  Pitts.  Pa.  ^v.4r" 

Coming  up  -  Nov.  14  -  Kick-Off  Banquet  at  St*  Michaels 
Hall  on  Center  Ave.  at  6:30.   Reservations  will  be 
picked  op  by  the  Under  Shepherds  and  telephoned  to 
Mrs.  George  Eichhorn. 

Thurs.  -  17  -  6:30  -  The  Butler  Area  Laymen's  Association 
regular  Fall  Dinner  and  meeting  will  be  held  at  St. 

John's  UCC  Meridian.  Rt.  68.   A  memorial  for  the  ARea 

Laymen  who  have  passed  away  this  past  year*   It  is 
also  Youth  Wight.   Bring  along  a  youth  -  These  Youth 
will  be  the  Area  Laymen  of  tomorrow.   See  Chuck  Penar 
and  Walt  Hartnonfor  tickets. 
"^Reserve  Nov.  16r5^ Sunday  afternoon  and  evening  to 
make  Family  Advent  Wreaths.   The  whole  family  is 
invited.   Bring  your  own  greens.   It  will  begin  at 
3:00  and  end  sometime  that  evening.   A  Chriamon 
demonstration  will  be  held  in  the  Sanctuary  and  they 
will  light  the  Chrismon  tree.   Home  made  vegetable 
soup  for  evening  supper.   It  is  lots  of  fun  -  come 
and  join  in .  1 


"One  Thing-!' 

' :   ■  10:42;      ip.  Lk  x&e  6:30-45 

Bcu7'  of  necess  me 3 sag  wil  B  brief; 
Ju   as  I  thot, last  wk  wen  tol  corny  riddl  ther  groai 
"no  groan  wen  tol  serm  short 

lause?  I  C  gleam  in  sun  eyes,  (Joy) 
In  8crip~this    ,  Js  tol  discips  8s  folios  needs 
requirments  of  Spiritual  lif,it  involv  many  things 
But  woven  in2  all  this  is  ",        :''    ::his  I  shar 
" th  U  in  story  form 

1nce  pon  tim  brother, 2  sister  liv  litl  bona  sm  villag 
plain  peop,littl  possess  material  guds,but  wer  happy 
Bros  work  job  &  sis  took  car  hous 
3a  day  1  wud  go  2  wel  aft  bros  left  earl  morn 
»aw  water  4  day.   Tuk  turn  do  this 
2  sis  diff  nite/d 
1=serios  Sc  look  lif  standpoint  wat  'ins  "3  dun 
if  job  postpon  1  d  intil  dun  next  day 

ever  thin  mus  B  in  ord  8b  if  not  she  disturb 
wen  cook, only  pot/pan  need  wer  used  &  thez  scrub 
scour  wen  do  dishes 
Floor  mus  B  kep  clean  4  visitors  ;-.  she  upset  wen 
thing  out  plac  or  in  mess 

ny  tin      .'.   who  leav  thing  disord 
2=this  sis  jus  oppos  ,happyu  bubly  all  tim 
she  enjoy  self  ea  day, she  get  up  sing, go 
Wen  turn  2  go  wel  she  loc  '  ,kil  wait 

fml  jar,V   ,  oke  other-?  ;irls   sumtim  stay  2  long 
hen  other  sis  scold  4  B  2  Ion     rast  tim 
.'en  _  turn  2  cook  kitch  in  clutter  &  use  all  pans 
__   "•,  sis  furious  at  her 

she  kep  from  cook  as  much  as  possib 
3  felt  she  bettr  abl  2  clean 
:  resent  2ward  sis  2day  Bcuz  she  tol  2  clean 
hous  wx±  4  guest  2       ous  mus  B  spotles 
Then  sis  go  off  shop  4  meal  &  Iv  her  do  clean 

shop  with  sis  2    ■  plac  2  G  sites, 
smel  tempt  smel  spic  &  exotic  foods 
e  espec  lik  C  material  brot  fro   ersis     ast  C 
brows  booth  2  booth  &  let  mind  wander  &  dream  as 
only  you    irl  cud.   It  made  her  provok  2  think  fun 
cud  B  hav  if  only  sis  le     a  long- 
But  Mo, had  2  stay  &  clean  dum  hous  thot  as  gav  1  pc 
furn  extra  hvy  saat  with  broom 

e  thot  bak  how  yr  B4  nother  gues  cam  &  sis  rev 

~-  hous  spotles  the-   ,   she  had  dun  so  2      ;>ea 

_ues  had  no  notic  hous  then 

His  feet  &  listen  2  talk  &  h< 
sis       irios  &  she  sad  2  HJ       :40B 


m 


hov/  friend  anser  =  Lk  10:4-1-42 


'This  prob  not  hov?  story  took  plae,&  all  of  its  bak- 
ground  but  wat  Js  sav  2  i;artha=:   '  :.D  4  LIFE 

This  off  cours  is  not  bus  &,  bus  activities  of  1.  ' 
But  insted=2  Listen  2  G,&  hear  wat  He  say  2  us  „._ 

2  3eek  First  Kingdom  of  G    is  ?  Uteousnes  &  all 

Ehings  Will  B  added  Un2  You 
it  is=To  Luv  G  With  All  Hart, Mind, Soul, Body 

This  i 
Turn  all  over  2  Him  &  let  Him  lead  &  direct  in  all 
areas  of  lif 


3  10:42 

■;■.:.  :         : 

■  r.use  of         ,  'or  this  morning  will  be     .  rhat  brief, 

ipture  for  this  morning  as  taken  from  the     shapter  of     ,  Jesus 
was  teachir.  >rs  the  nee 

spiritual  life.     '   involved  Involvi 

Jut  out  of  all  of  this  there  ,          ,   n:l  this  is 

re  with  ,"  l  tl  Lng.     :  mo  explain  this  in  story 

form., 

ister  and  a  brother  who  lived  in  a  little 

house  in  a  small  village.        sre  rather  plain  peopl  out  a  lot  o"  :.ioney 

and  :               Lai  possess:  ■  other  people  had. 

live       plainly,  ~        fere  hap  5    life  ai 

the  sisters 
The  brot  t  a  job  n  &EB&   took  care  o  '     house.  Each  day  aft 

?ot  v  ;one   'ft       rar   in  the  morning,  one  of  them  would 

<v—  for 

vi:      ell  to         rater  for  the  c  aiing  be£  that  da;  . 

took  turns  do:      '  . 

The      "       ere  as  different  as  nd  .        be  one 

serious  and  looked  at  life  fron  thf     .  1  joint  c      '  bad  to  be  done.   If  she 

was  unable  to  get  a  c    i  i  job  done  around  the  bouse  and  it  had  to  be  put 

LI  J:bo  next  da;  ,      Fas  ver  -bout  it,  and  fretted  until  the  i 

was  d<   .         ng  had  to  be  neat  and  or  not,   be  was 

-  -bed,   hen  be  did  the  coo 
lo  the  job,      he  was  ver::   careful  to  sox       scour  them  when 

-  i-ooms  bar  to  be  ,       3  floors  had  to 

be  kept  clean  in  case  vis;         i.  id  si       visibly  upset  when  anyone 

bad  left  •:■  or  ha '  is.    he  bee 

wister  many  td     bout  leavj     '  '»    "or  creati 

it  was  unessessar; 
•  sister  on  the  other  '   I  ite.    ie  was  bubbly 

-be  enjoyed  her  ~.   ihe  in  the  mon  " 


,      ;o  to  be  .       11         turn       '   bhe  well  for 

3r  i  forward  to  It  ea  ■   .  eit- 

her turn  to  fill  the  jar  ,   te    Id  laugh  and  ,h  e   it!  ■  ;irls  her  own 

age.   ->one:"  ,  and  her  sj 

her  for         ;ime.  i  concerned  ah  o-use  ne 

and  clean  as  her  sinter.       id        L  to  be  done  and  ne  ;ook  the 

ains  a'-  ■  ..  -  '     :  >py  and 

,        is  around 
i  it  was  her  turn  to  cook  the  kitchen  was  such  a  clutter  and  her  sister    1  - 
be  v-      \'   with  the  mess  she  made.   jo  :er  sister  tried  to  keep 

her  -      ■   the  cookir  ,  1  much  better  suited  for  do! 

the  cleaning  and  he  )  instead. 

el  a  little  resentmen  '  iter  because  he  had 

.,  told  to  i   house  as  a  gsrasfr  guest  was  coming  for  dinner  a: 

l^se  must      otless.   Then  her  sister      me  off  to  do  the  '    i    'or  the 
meal  1?   '  '   .        -Id  have  liked  to  have  gone 

fcj  Wit   del   ister  »  to  see  t:"        ,       i  1]  t  .-  te   til 

lis  of  spices  and  exotic  foods.  She  "         ifferent 

aipte  ■'  3  rsi    '  .  countries,   jhe 

would  browse  from  booth  to  booth  and  let  her  nind  wander     A    .an  as  only  a 
yotu    '  '1  could.   It  made  her  provoked  to  think  of  the  fun      i  ;bt  be  havi- 
if  only  her  sist  long.        ,     bad  to  stay  here  and  clean 

he  thou   ~,  one  of  the  pieces  of  furniture  an 

extra  the  broom. 

iveral  years  before  another  juest  had  been  co  L      ■'  to 
town  and  how  her  sister  had  insisted  that  the  house  be  ma  ;hen. 

recalled  ■     "   "  -ister  wished  In  or  r  to  keep  peace  and  how  xteE 

t~eir  guest  had  not  even  notice      the  house  looked,, 
.he  rememh  at  '  ttened  to  him  talk  and  how  her 

become  so  furious  because         n  b   2  ping  .:<■       ow  she  said  to  Him, 


"Lord,  dost  thou  not  care  t1         iter  bath  left         >ve  alone    '   .er 
'•3   help   .       10:4013. 
their  friend  and  guest  had  answ  red,        ,   rtha,  thou  art  c 
troubled  about  nr-         :  hut  Ls  needful:  sktam 

■-•'-,       ball  not  he  tatsfcK  taken  away  from  her.'       10:   - 

■  —  * 

may  not  have  had  all  of  tbJ  ,  nor  perhaps  taken  place  just 

exactly  li"     is.   But  what  Jesus  rtha  wa  ,    iere  is 
yo-.;   -       Life.   Phe  one   '    of  course  was  not  the  hustle  a  1    itle  of 

i        3  .      instead, 

ing"  needed  for  life  '-'as  to  turn  ev  ig  over  to  the  -  r  . 

is        Jon  for  each  of  us.   It  :  '                              con- 
tinual busy  Churc      ule,  but  rather,  it  is  J:  ■:.   '  ;  the  Lord  to  give  us  what 
we  need.   It  is  not  0]        '  'i  it,  but  knowi 

tturtfvwMly  livj                     '  live  throu     .      "               the 

is              ,  -1              unto  u  .. . 

loving  1  of  o         ,  il  ,  ^f 

;ves 
our  minds.  All  of  remember  the  "One    V      ous 

pointed  out  t       a. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHHIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Twenty-Fourth  Sunday  After  Pentecost      November  13,  1977 
The  Rev.  RAlph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris  -  Organist,  Choir  Director 
KAren  Pfabe,  Beth  Feder  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:   "I  Need  Thee  Every  Hour"   arr.  by  Thompson 
Doris  Angeloni  and  Rol  Thompson 
Flutes  and  Sax 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  272  "Love  divine,  all  loves  excelling" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "God,  our  Father:  you  are  coming 
in  po»er  to  bring  nations  under  your  rule.   We  confess 
that  we  have:  not  expected  your  kingdom,  We  have  lived 
casual  lives,  and  ignored  your  promised  judgement.  Judge 
us  0  God,  for  we  have  been  slow  to  serve  you.   Forgive  us, 
for  the  sake  of  your  faithful  Son  Jesus,  our  Saviour, 
whose  triumph  we  want  and  eagerly  wait  for.  Amen." 
•Kyrie       (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology  No.  551 
Scripture:  Lllke  lg.  i_10 

Hymn  No.  253  "Take  my  life,  and  let  it  be" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith  (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Paator:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory     "Andante"  Guilmont 

Anthem:   "Create  in  me  a  Clean  Heart,  0  God"  Mueller 
Sermon:     "SHOW  ME  A  CHURCH  MEMBER  AND  I  WILL  SHOW  YOU  A 


Praver  and  Lord's  Prayer 


Hymn  No.  161    "Beneath  the  cross  of  Jesus" 

Postlude:   "Now  Thank  We  All  Our  God" 

Benediction 

----------  *Cortgregation  Standing  ------ 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  in 

Honor  of  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Steve  Vargo's  10th  Wedding  Anniver- 
sary -  Nov.  IB. 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Wally  Feder,  John  Snow, 
Mont  MaeKinney,  Herb  Shearer  and  Steve  Vargo. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Knauer  will  greet  the  Congregation 
at  the  door  this  morning. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:  Dru  Rensel,  Marlene 
Riemer  and  Lynn  Bosko. 

Our  sincere  Sympathy  to  Mrs.  Guy  Wiles,  family  and 
friends.   Guy  passed  away  last  Saturday  -  Nov.  S) . 

Our  Congratulations  to  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Jeffrey  Stauffer 
on  the  Birth  of  a  little  baby  girl  on  Monday. 

ABC  Dinner  and  Theatre  Party  -  Saturday,  Nov.  26. 
Dinner  at  6:00.  Play  "For  the  Use  of  the  Hall". 
Come  to  one  or  both.   For  reservations  call  Norma  Knauer, 
287-6S68  or  Dutch  Bolam  283-0371. 

Scripture  verses  on  homosexuality  -  Ccrgregation  requested 
Genesis  13:13;  Leviticus  18:22;  20:13;   Romans  1:26,27 
1  Corinthians  5:11-13,  6:9-10,  13-20;  1  Timothy  1:9,10 
In  Genesis  19:4  and  5  is  recorded  the  sins  of  the  men 
of  Sodom  and  it  was  homosexuality.   In  Judges  19:22  is 
recorded  the  sin  of  the  men  of  Gibeah  and  it  waB 
homosexuality.  In  the  King  James  Version  the  phrase, 
"That  we  may  know  him,"  means  to  have  sexual 
intercourse  with  him. 

We  are  forming  a  prayer  chain  in  our  congregation. 
Perhaps  you  may  have  heard  of  this  from  other  congre- 
gations* This  is  a  group  of  people  who  are  called  upon 
to  pray  for  people  who  are  aick,  or  for  certain  needs 
within  the  congregation.  A  "chain"  of  prayer  is  thus  . 
formed  with  people  praying  around  the  clock  or  at 
specified  times.   If  you  would  like  to  be  a  part  of 
this  chain,  please  call  Mary  Burns  at  287-3434. 

The  first  basketball  practice  for  the  year  will  be  on 
Tuesday  November  15,  7:00  P.M.  at  the  Ar-mory. 

The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  196. 

Wed.  -  Golden  Circle  meeting  -  Craft  night 

Wed.  -  6:30  Youth  Choir;  7:00  -  Chancel  Choir 

Thurs. 10:30  A.M.  -  Mary  Martha  Circle  -  Mary  '  i  Davis's 

'Hi   ■     c.irj  P.''.  Ffl"*1  <-^Hn(i  r.r    o  .+  *#*.  *-.     Uwiwtw   -  . 


Hurca  Member  And  1    ./ill  .otiow 


:    :       19:1  ;     5cri]  Tire:    ]    -   1$  :1-10 

(111   sale       leftover  li     ;r  cheese) 

pec     ;sid  Ch  vu     >m  by  wat  do, say, act  but  diffi2 

kno  '-/her  mos  Ch  mem  stand 

ay=(Title  8b  blan  ^hypocrite  or  Xpian) 
under  scrut  thoz  want  Join  8b  fhoz  turn  o":'     os 
Zac  was  Ob  mem, hypo  "  ~   "he  was    ksame 

Vs  1=Jer=      r   2  Ju         ,tr   rte,fert  a 

note  4  Palm,Balsaam(aromat=Ba]   Lilead)  even  2de 
Jeri  city  priests  liv         sru 

i.Pure  ■  ne , chief  pub-tax 
collect, soc  outcas  cp  2  prosty,tax  4-  Rom 
Vss"  -       ••      -"it  food, want  J 
\Ts  5=J;     ii    "     no  su  T    sumtlk 
73  7=typic  react  self -rite  pei 

=Zac  turn  from  Hypo  2  riteoe  man, saved 
.  '    -  tell  Ch  mem  noT:       ,   then  sho  reason 

r   eat  with  sinner  5b  not 
less  4-  us  on  Stew  Sunday, we  either  B  hypo/Xpians 
our  opp  2  fill  Blan"     ply  message  2day 
Peop  say  no  go     ^°  many  hypos  ther=anser :room  ' 
,but  meas  tru  ther      all  hypos, no1  abl  B 
10C       ,  'olio  Xp  everthin, 
By  hpo  worl  C  is  Ch  mem  swear, dirty  story, immoral 
no  diff  rest  worl 
'.  stor       kak,talk,liv,quak,loc"   i  =it  duk 
Hypo=wal  :, talk, liv, look, etc »it  hypocrite 

den  by     ml  ma3r  no  C  or  kno  bout  &  this 
■d,or  inactiv  hypo, also  had  2  do  wat  giv  2  '.   :>rd 
sa;         standard,*  we  can  evad,but  no  can  chg 
11  can  io,   Bcuz  we  nev  did ? or  told  2 

srely  means  nev  got  in  pattern  of  doii)  ;  it 
no  rationaliz  with  me, or  xplain,tel  G  &  resolv 
Illus  J  ".    -,8£  92  cheap  etc"    'ill  blank  4-  him 
Illus  prayer  mee  iey)blan 

(Illus  LeTourneav     iv  'ill  b" 

Old  song, "I  Don't  ;  Me  In  Ur       nymore" 
U  may  no  look  wif/frus  eyes  ]      ,but  c 

.oyd  Douglas  book"3?he  Mirror"  conversation 
Btween  i     Zac) 
If  Js  wer  2  stan  fron  ea  ,   o  '  e  \   Ch 

±1      .ho  U  A  " 

■•  .   : 
dug         :, 
y  >   ds  only  U  k  I  can  fil  that  blan  , 
V  fool  peo  ,1    •  in"        od 


hurcl 


lext :  Ek  19:  ;   -criptur e :  Lk  A  r' :  1  -1 0 

(111   salesman  &  leftover  li      -t  cheese) 

^■"outsid  Ch  vu  CI       "  rat  do,    ,act  but  diffi2 
kno  wher  mos  Ch  mem  star 

y=(Title        ^hypocrite  or  Xpian) 
under  serut  thoz  want  join  8s  thoz  turn  off  Hypos 
Sac  was  Oh  mem, hypo  &  we  need  20  wat  he  was    .•:-,   me 
:  1  s=  Jer=gatway  2  Judea  from  E,trad  rte,fert  agrig 
note  4-  Pa]  ,  3alsaam(aromat=Balm  C-ilead)  even  2ds 
Jeri  city      !;  liv  trav  2  Jeru 
Zac  :  i,Pure  me, chief  pub—ti 

collect, soc  outcas  cp  2  prosty,tax  zl- 
Vss" '-  -         Lrit  food, want  J  Js 
Vs  5=Js  6c  Div  abil  2  leno  sui  T 
Vs  7=typic  react  self -rite  peop 
7s  8=3ac  turn  from  Hypo  2  riteos  man, 

,10=Js  tell  Oh  mem  now       ,    en  sho  reason 
why  eat  with  sinner  8s  not  prj 
This  less  4-  us  on  Stew       ,    either      o/Xpians 
our  opp  2  fill  ly  me 

op  say  no  go  2  Ch=2  many  hypo    *r=anser:room  1mo 
leas  tru  ther  LV   we  all  hypos, no1  abl 
10C    dan, folio  Xp  everthin, 

?orl  C  is  Ch  mem  swear, dirty  story, immoral 
no  diff  rest  worl 
1  story: walk  duk,talk,liv,quak,loc 
Hypos         :, liv, look, etc«it  hypocrite 

idden  '       v;orl  may  no  0  or  kno  bout  8s  this 
inward, or  inactiv  hypo, also  1  ;iv  2  lord 

say  1C    is  standard, &  we  ca     d,but  no  can  chc 

lo,  ;  Bcuz  we  nev  did ? or  told  2 
-rely  means  nev  got  in  pattern  of  doi- 
no  rationaliz  with  me, or  x   ]  :,tel  G  8s  resolv 
lus  J  McCoy, &£  92  cheap  etc)  8c  fill  blank  LY   him 
CIllus  prayer  meetii     w   ~  '  ney)blan]s 

lus  LeTourneav  :  fill  blank  4-  him 

d  song,"!  Don't  C  ~:e   In  Ur  E;     nymore" 
U  i     o  look  wif/hus  eyes  lately, bu 
(Illus* Lloyd  Douglas  book" "ho  Mirror"  conversation 
Btween  Js    ac) 

*.    Js  wer  2  stan  fron  ea  ,   o  Me 

ho  U  "  " 

id    r 

D  U  U  , 

My  fr  ds  only  U  8c  I  can  fil  that  blank, 
.,/  fool  peo.  ,'      n't  fool  God 


.    "  id  I  will  Show 


:        ke  19:8 
-■ipture:    Luke   19:1-10 

(Illustration  of  salesman  and  leftover  ]  ."      --r  cheese) 

Ls  is  much  }ike  the  people  on  the  outside  view  a  Church  .nember.  'hey  see 
them  going      ureh,  they  know  thera  as  Ohurch  members,  b     -,r  can't  quite 
figure  our  where  most  of  then  stand,  ',/hether  we  know  it  or  not  the  outside 
world  is  looking  intently  upon  us.  '/hat  we  do,  what  we  jay,  how  we  act  and 
how  we  re-act  determines  what  t     ;  ink  of  us  and  how  they  categorize  i 
The  outside  world  han  us  labeled  as  being  in  one  of  two  classes.   They  will 
say,  "      3  A  Ohurch  Member  And  I  Will  3how  You  a  Hypocrite,"  or  they  will 

,  "Show  her  rid  I  Will  Sho      '.  Christian."  It  is  either 

one  or  the  other.     s  no  mistake  about  it,  we  are  being  watched  and  observed 
intahaklyxancax  all  of  the  time  by  those  wb      have  an  interest  in  coming  into 
the  Church,  or  by  those      ave  been  turned  off  by  some  hypocrites    rhir.  a 
certain  congregation. 

Scripture  for  this  morning  is  a  good  case  in  point,  xe  Jesus  had  to  deal 
with  a  man  who  was  a  Church  member  and  a  hypocrite.   There  are  a  lot  of  object 
lessons  in  this  Scripture  c      rould  like  to  deal  with  the  aspect  of  what 
was  and  then  what  he  became. 

!  b   in  reading  we  see  that  Jesus  entered  and  pas-      ?ough  Jericho. 
stsmrafcfesE  Jericho  was  first  of  all  the  gateway  to  Judea  from  the  East#  It  was 
the  trade  route,  and  was  also  a  rich  and  fertile  area  for  agriculture.   It 

b  noted  for   ]    and  Balsaam  from  which  an  aromatic  spice  came  identified 
even  today  as  "Balm  of  Gilead"  and  still  derived  from  that  particular  area  of 

world.   But  Jericho  .  city  of  priests.   Host  of  them  lived  heree 

and  would  travel  back  and  forth  to  Jerusalem  to  perform  their  priestly  func- 
tions. 

Jo  the  eoene  is  set  for  the  arrival  of  Jesus  and  we  read,  Behold,  there  was  a 
man  named  Zacehaeus,  which     shief    >ng  the  publicans  and  he  was  rich." 

The  very  name  Zacchaeus  was  not  waht  he  really  was.   It  meant,  "The  Righteous, 
or,  "The  Pure  One."   And  he  was  neither.   We  are  told  that  he  was  chief  among 


the  publicans.  Publicans  were  tax  collectors,  so  Zaccbaeus  was  not  only  a  tax 
c  lector  but  be  was  in  charge  of  several  others.  Shis  made  him  a  social  outcast 
amon     .  Jews  for  these  men  robbed  their      eople  to  collect  taxes  for  the 
bated  Aoman  Empire.   OPhey  were  held  in  the  same  cont:      3  prostitutes.   So  it 
is  that  we  read  d>£   Zaocbaeus  being  of  short  stature,  bu         eard  of  Jesus 

vfced  to  see  Him.      ,  we  3ar   lly  speculate.   The  end  result  of  his 
meeting  with  Jesus  seems  to  tell  us  of  a  deep  spiritual  hunger  within  him  which 
bad  to  be  satisfied  by  an  encounter  with  Jesus.   But  whatever  the  circumstances 
be  climbed  a  sycamore  tree  to  see  Him. 

And  strangely  enough  when  Jesus  came  to  that  spot  He  looked  up  into  the  tree  ' 
informed  Zaccbaeus  that  be  was  to       'own  and  bav      is  as  his  guest  that 
night.   Surely  Jesus  did  not  know  him,  but  with  that  Divine  ability  to  know  of 
the  needs  of  people  and  their  identities  as  well,  Jesus  called  him  forth.   We  can 
well  imagine  the  stir  created  by  this  announcement.   Here  Jesus  was  in  the  town 
c   many  priests,  the  righteous  leaders  of  the  people.   The  ones  to  whom  He  should 
have  turned  for  shelter  and  hospitali"      instead  He  chose  Zaccbaeus  a  ha1 
tax  collector.  jarirRx±i^xxss±fc^^:^ckhsfcc£fKSHSx 

This  did  not  slip  by  unnoticed  either,  for  we  read  they  murmured       themselves 
and  questiare'  this,  vs  ?• 

lie  they  were  spending  that  eve         :  her  we  see  and  read  of  the  effect 
Jesus  had  on  the  life  of  Zaccbaeus  and  what  he         ould  do  about  it,  vs  8. 
Zaccbaeus  turned  from  being  a  hypocrite  at  this  point,  to  a  believer.   He  became 
a  follower  of  Christ.  But  Jesus  '^s  n°t  a  hypocrite,  for 

stayed  with  a  sinner,  iather  than  seek  out  the  professed  righteous  priests 
of  Israel,  and  Jesus  tells  of  this  in  vss  9  and  10. 

re  have  the  brief  but  wonderful  story  of  a  man  who  was  a  Churc"       r, 
living  as  a  hypocrite,  who  turned  and  became  a  Christian.   He  turned  from  his  old 
v_ys  and  was  willing  to  make  restitution  for  past  sins.  And  the  lesson  is  clear 
for  us  on  this  stewardship  Sunday.   We  are  either  going  to  be  hypocrites  in  the 
od,  or  we  are  ■'  stians.   It  is  our  opportunity  to  fill 


in  the  bla       lied   ith  our  le       'or  today.  atement 

a-   apply  it  to  ourselves,  "She      Church  Member  And  1  'ill  .how  You  '.  L' 

Perhap  rhat  we  are  ta]  '    .bout  when  we  speak  of  the  differ- 

ence between  a  hypocrite  and  a  Christian.   I  am  sure  most  of  us  have  '      idea 
xagdbag  someone  se         uld  not  go  to  a  certain  church  because  there  were  too 
many  hypocrites  in  it.   The  stoc         i     .         >n't  let  that  bother  you,  there" 
always  room  for  one  more."   'e  l"1'      -his,  hut  there  ia  a  mea      "  fcr  th  in 
it.   In  reali       re  all  hypocrites,  for  there  isn't  a  one  of  us  who  can  comp- 
letely follow  Christ  10C    '      '  ocrite  the  world  is  seeing  in 
Church  uemhers  is  the  hypocrite  who  truly  professes  to  tess  be  different  from  othei 
yet  can  swear  with  the  bent  of  them,  or  tell  the  dirtiest  stories  around.   r 
do  the          ?al       bei         "  >mbers.   hese 
are  the  things  the  world  sn            ,  md  rightly  so.   The  old  story  of  ident- 
ification is  that  is  it  loc    like  a  d   .,  and  wal             :, 

.   id  lives  like  li     Luck,  it  must  be  a  duck.  Lth  a  Jhurch 

wa]  j.  -jvs 

ocrite.   If  he  acts  like  one,  laaiui  like, one,  £xX££  like  one,  and  lives  li 

one,  then  '      r  be  a  t    crite. 

But  there  is  one  area  of  it  the  world  may  not  see  and  really  know 

about  and  that  is  the  inward  hypocrisy  which  in  only  practised  xh  within  the 
congregation.   This  type  of     icrisy  ia         >n  in  the  matter  of  how  and 
what  we  :ive  to  the  Lord.      '   standard  for  all  His  people  always  has  been  and 
al-:   ■   HI  he  at  least  10'  of  what  \  "  .  .       fe  can  try  to  evade  it  all  we  can 

but  we  cannot  change  it.   We  need  to  look  at  where  it  we  are  doing 

in  this  area.   Vnyone  can  and  should  he  nhle  to  do  this  and  the  reason  wl  7   we 
hear  from  people  that  they  cannot  it-:  i  hey  have  never  gotten  into 

this  pattern  of  giving  and  therefore  they  are  Iviiig  outside  ■      :  Sod  demands 
from  each  of  us.   If  you  have  any  problems  with  this  don't  try  to  rationalize 

3  or  try  to  explain  it  away  to  me.   You  batter  speak  to  God  about  it  and 
try  to  get  into  His  plan  for  your  life. 

Let  me  share  with  you  an  ex      of  a  man  I  know  as  a  member  of  a  former  congre- 

hen  I  have       sd  you  may  fill  in  the  blank  for  him, 


_4- 
just  as  the  world  is  filling  in  the  blank  for  you.     "Mr.   .  was  87  years  old 

that  cor     bion.   He  is  now  92.  His  wife  lied  many  years  ago  and 
they  never  illdren.   He  worked  for  the  railroad  as  an  accountant  and  re- 

tired around  the  age  of  ?  good  pension.   (Ill  of  his  life,  being  in  the 

business  of  accounting  he  had  insights  into  making  investments.  Paen   I  knew  this 
man  he  was  living  with  a  ne  ig  no  board  or  rent  or  bu  L       of  the 

groceries.  He  had  a  total  investment  portfolio  of  well  over  100,000  drawing 
very  good  interest  every  year.   He  attended  church  eve:      Lay  and  gave  next  to 
nothing.    3  has  since  moved  into  low  income  he  .  i    -here  he  only  pays  something 

"5.00  a  month,  and  has  hidden  his  real  worth  and  value  somehow.   3bis  man 
was  in  a  position  to  help  that  church  because  at  that  time  it  needed  re-pointing, 
the  water  c  ills.   It  needed  re-painiting  on  the  outside,  the  roof 

needed  fixed  and  many  other  things  which  he  could  have  underwritten  and  still 
been  very  solvent  for  the  rest  of  his  days.   He  has  no  living  rlatives  except 
iece  and  a  nephew  or  two.  Now  how  would  you  fill  in  that  blank?   "      3  A. 

Church  ,  •" 

(Illustration  of  church  meeting,  testimonies  an'  who  would  not  testify) 
±ksss  We  need  to  look  at  things  like  this  and  determine  where  we  stand  in  re- 
lationship to  Sod,   Zacchaeus  sew  where  he  stood  and  did  something  about  It. 

ire   is  a  late  tradition  that  Zacchaeus  xxk   became  the  Bishop  of  Caesarea.  He 
may  or  Vie  may  not.  f* »*» » i**-** mm" 9m\j\ k KMTawwk^RautahaagwxitliHkxtxxkwiifaBBaBUtjgtioc 
feixx  A  week  or  so  ago  I  heard  an  old  song       was  popular  when  Shirley  and  I 
were  dating.   ;fhe  song  is,  "I  don't  lee  Me  In  ,.   :       .nymore."   You  may  have 
nevor  paid  attention  to  it,  but  if  you  look  into  someone's  eyes  many  times 
can  see  your  reflection.  Lloyd  Jonglas  in  his  book"*he  Mirror,"  tells  of  a  con- 
versation Jesus  had  with  Zacchaeus.   He  asks  Zacchaeus,  "What  did  you  see  that 
made  you  desire  this  peace?"  Zacchaeus  answered,  "Goo       •  —  I  saw  mirrored 

your  eyes,  the  face  of  t      schaeus  I  was  meant    be." 
If  Jesus  were  to  stand  in  front  of  each  of  us  this  day  and  make  the  statement, 
"3how  He  A  Church  Member  And  I  Will  Show  You  a  ,"  what  would  you  see  morror- 


••?- 


ed  there?  './ould  you  see  a  hypocrite,  or  a  Christian?  s  only  you  and 

can  only 
m  fill  that  blank  and  it  anast  be  answered  by  you  and  me. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Thank-Offering  Sunday  November  £0,  1977 

The  Hev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs*  Kay  Morris,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Helen  Hilliard  and  David  Knauer  -  Acolytes 

Prelude:   "PrJdse  tq  the  Lord,  the  Almighty"  arr.  Wood 

Nancy  Link,  Clarinet,  and  Organ. 
Silent  Prayer 
•■Processional  Hymn  No.  434  "These  to  Thee,  our  God" 
^Ascription  -  Choral  Amen        Bob  Dellen,  Liturgiet 
*Exhortation 

•^Confession  (In  Unison }  "0  Father,  giver  of  such  bounty 
as  we  see  each  harvest  time,  we  know  we  are  not  worthy 
to  gather  the  crumbs  from  under  your  table;  yet,  out  of 
your  great  love  and  mercy,  you  have  not  only  bestowed 
this  material  abundance,  but  beyond  all  our  deserving 
have  given  us  a  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ*   Help  us  to  believe, 
and  believing  to  accept;  and  accepting,  help  us  to  act. 
Your  will,  not  ours  be  done.   Amen." 
*Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
tPraise 

*Lay  Person;   '0  Lord  Open  our  Lips. 
*People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
*Doxology 
Scripture:    Matthew  5:  13-16     John  15:  1-8 
Hymn  No.  19  "We  praise  Thee,  0  Gad*  our  Redeemer1' 
^Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles1  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Thankoffering  Concerns  Bob  Dell en 

Offering 

Offertory  "Now  Thank  We  All  Our  God" 
Ingathering  Service 

Leader:   Let  us  pray.   Almighty  God,  our  Heavenly  Father, 
from  whom  cometh  every  good  and  perfect  gift,  we 
call  to  remembrance  thy  loving  kindness  and  thy 
tender  mercies  which  have  been  even  of  old,  and 
with  grateful  hearts  we  would  lift  up  to  thee 
the  voice  of  thanksgiving. 
R^oonse:   We  give  thee  thanks,  Almighty  God. 
I  ier:  For  all  the  comforts  and  gladness  of  life:  for 


our  homes  and  all  our  home-blessings;  for  the  love 
sympathy  and  good  will  of  men, 
Response:   We  praise  you,  Almighty  God. 
Leader:  For  all  the  knowledge  of  thee  and  the  world  in 
which  we  live,  and  the  life  of  truth  and  right- 
eousness, and  all  earnest  seekers  after  truth; 
for  all  godly  and  gifted  men  and  women, 
Response:   We  give  thee  thanks.  Almighty  God* 
Leader;   For  the  gift  of  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ,  and  all 
the  helps  and  hopes  which  are  ours  as  His 
disciples  for  the  presence  and  inspiration  of 
the  Holy  Spirit;  for  all  the  ministers  of  thy 
truth  and  grace. 
Response:   We  praise  you,  almighty  God. 
Leader:  Receive  these  gifts  Heavenly  Father,,  and  we 

ask  that  they  would  be  used  according  to  your 
will. 
Response;   Almighty  God,  we  ask  this  in  the  name  of  your 

Son,  our  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ. Amen. 
Anthem:    "Bless  the  Lord"     Ippolitof f-Ivanoff 
Sermon:        "DOES  SALT  LOSE  ITS  FLAVOR?"  Paul  Pfabe 
Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
*Hymn  of  Dedication  No.  440  "God  of  our  fathers'" 
Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 
Organ  Postlude:   "Praise  God  from  Whom  All  Blessing  Flow" 

.  -  -  -  , —  -  -  -  Congregation  Standing Morris 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs.  Ann  Williams  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  Steve  Varga  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  today. 
Serving  today  as  Ushers  will  be  Randy  and  Bob  Dellen, 

Chris  and  Brian  Pfabe, 
The  Robert  Dellen  Family  will  take  the  Family  Thank- 
Offering  collection  this  morning.   It  will  go  to 
The  American  Indian  Mission,  West  Sedona> Arizona 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Dru  Rensel,  Sandy 

Sheppeck  and  Pam  Fry. 
Those  elected  for  Elders  were  Charles  Penar  and  Harry  Fry. 
For  Deacons  were  Red  Rensel,  Art  Carney,  Roy  Andrews 

and  Don  Kingsley. 
Today  -  3:00  P.M.  -*  Advent  Wreath  making  (Family) 
Mon-  -  7:30  -  Fidelity  Bible  Class 

Thurs.  Nov-  24  -  32Wedding  Ann.  of  Chuck  and  Lula  Penar. 
ARC  Dinner  and  Theatre  -  Sat.  2€th.  Dinner   \t  6:00 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
First  Sunday  in  Advent  November  27,  1977 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Paul  Harbison  -  Youth  Director  -  Hturgist 
Mrs*  Kay  Morris  -  Organist 
Mrs.  Cyndie  Sybert  -  Youth  Choir  Director 
HElen  Milliard  and  David  Knauer-  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  IItOO  A.M. 
Prelude: 
•Processional  Hymn  No,  99  "Rejoice,  rejoice,  believers" 
♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

♦Confession  (in  Unison)  "Our  Heavenly  Father,  our  spirits 
turn  at  this  season  not  only  to  the  coming  of  thy  Son 
into  history  in  the  form  of  a  babe,  but  also  to  thy 
coming  in  thy  spirit.   We  beseech  thee,  0  Lord,  to  pour 
thy  spirit  upon  all  who  walk  in  darkness.   Grant  thy 
power  to  the  week;  thy  lave  to  those  who  hate;  and  thy 
peace  to  those  who  know  only  the  ugliness  of  strife 
struggle,  and  turmoil.  If  it  be  thy  will,  make  us 
instruments  of  thy  power  and  love  and  peace  for  those 
who  know  thee  not.   Head"  us  as  we  pray,  in  Jesus'  name.   Amen1 
*Kyrie    (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
"Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
*Praise 

•Pastor:   *  Q  Lord  open  our  lips 

♦People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
*Doxology   No,  551 
Scripture:    Luke  1:26-38 

Hyirn  Ho*  37    "Hark,  the  glad  sound,  the  Saviour  comes" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory 
Lighting  of  the  Chrismon  Tree  -  Ann  Williams 
Lighting  of  Advent  Wreath 
Anthem:    "There  is  a  Joy"  Robert  Leaf  -  Youth  Choir 


Sermon:      "The  Fullness  of  Time: 

The  Family" 
Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
Hymn  No*  8S  "0  come,  0  come,  Emmanuel" 
Postlude : 
Benediction 
---------  'Congregation  Standing  ———  —  —  •. 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  in 

memory  of  Marie  Daubenspeck  by  Elizabeth  J.  Borland. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  *Richard  Mangel,  Don 

Kingsley,  Art  Carney,  Gary  Penar  and  John  Dreher. 
Elder  and  Mrs.  Howard  Bolam  will  greet  the  Congregation 
at  the  doDr  this  morning. 
^Tonight  -  6-8  -  Youth  Fellowship  meeting 
^Tonight  -  7:30  P.M.  -  Prayer  meeting  in  the  Sanctuary. 
.  Anyone  is  invited  to  join  ug. 
^^^Monday  -  December  5  at  1:00  P.M.  we  will  be  providing 

the  worship  services  at  Sunnyview  Home.   We  need  anyone 
who  can  help  us  sing,  push  wheel  chairs  and  take  part 
in  this  worth  while  project.   We  can  also  use  a  piano 
jalayer  to  help  lead  the  sinking. 
^Hospitalized:   Howard  Jaillet  - Jfrf   AfFAffj   &£t*    A*/*'* 
Attendance  last  Sunday  was22B 

The  newly  elected  Deacons  and  Elders  will  be  installed 
during  the  worship  service  on  Sunday  December  11th. 
December  11  -  7:00  P.M.  Church  Family  Christmas  Program 

(Sponsored  by  Board  of  Christian  Education) 
Under  Shepherds  please  get  your  Time  and  Talent  Sheets 

in  SO  that  they  Can  be  recorded. 
Hursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Virginia  Mangel, 
Barb  Vargo  and  Lori  Zavacky. 
^tfhere  was  $337.00  received  last  Sunday  for  the 

American  Indian  Offering.  You  can  still  give    this 
_this  Sunday  if  you  wish. 

Forms  will  be  passed  around  today  for  Poinsetta's. 
^^There  are  still  Daily  Bread  Booklets  -  If  you  would 

like  to  give  a  donation  for  the  booklets  for  the  cost 
.  _of  printing  we  would  appreciate  it. 
"~^We  have  new  vinal  jackets  for  the  Hymnals.   If  you 
should  run  across  any  with  sharp  elges,  please 
turn  it  into  the  office  for  repair. 
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illness 

i   1 :  27 
icripture:  Luke  1:26-58 

-  o°  the  Joys  of  the  life  we  liv  i   the   of  expectation  or  looking  forward  to 

somethir   hie   dl]  I     "ace  in  the  near  future.   A.  child  -   '    a  birthde  - 
in  expectation  of  a  present.  n  ":  "  the  birth  of  ~  child  in 

a  certain  len  i       Lme.  '   the  arrival  of  their  son  or  ds      '  for 

a  family  get  together  for  the  holidays.   All  of  us  can  thi  '       haw 

some.      man:/  times  the  ex      -ion  turns 
to  a  time  of  Li    ointment  for  what    :  -  ited  doesn't  c      ;ome  to  us  as  we 

>ted«  this  itc  <y  have  heard  it,  but  it  points 

out  what  Is 
(Illustration  of  preacher  and  text,  "I  Come,"  and  pulpit  t< 

turn  of  events  was  certain!      '"ling  for  that  woman  and  a  fulfillment  of 
the  preacher  was  G°i-n3  to  preach,  but  not  quite  the  way  the  Lord  would  have 
it  interpreted.   )1  is  is  an  example  of  what  I  am  t  ■        say,  and  that  is, 
it  to  expect  and  sooner  or  1      2  fulfills  it,  "In      illness 
.  :      3v<   iod's  t:  Lng  ings  it  to  pass. 

This  is  the  tl      would  like  for  us  to  think  about  duri  -■       >n« 

I  will  strive  to  shoi      rod  pro  i  i-ng  of  Christ,  the        ,  and  how 

He  fulfilled  that  pr<      in  four  separate  and  distinct  ways.   It  was  a  t:' 
schedule  set  forth  by  God,  known  only  by  God,  but  revealed  in  such  a  way  tl 

should       ive  been       rise  to  anyone  who  really  wanted  to  see  it  as  God 
brought  it  to  pass.   This  ting  to  deal  wi      Ls  issue 

s  andpoint  of,  "       Lly."   God  set  foiJth  many,  many  years  before  Jesi 
born  that        to  be  horn  into  a  certain  family.   Each  succeeding  wee     will 
see    -     Ls  pr  hecy  was  also  extended  in  other  directions  so  as  to  bring  all 
of  this  about  as  Paul  says  in  Galatians  4:4,5,  (re  "  this). 

Nr--  if      :  ■  to  understand  this  correctly  we  need  to  know  that  this  was  a  well 

ized  and  planned  time  table  set  in  motion       ears  before  Jesus-  appeared 

on  the  scene.   No  one,  absolutely      ^  could  ever  m      eh  infinitely  minute 

details  down  to  the  last 

detaxl.      /md  isn't  i1  srful  that   God  can  and  does 


.ing  David  wi        an  of  Jesse.   In  2  SJamuel  7:12-16  we  read  the 

q  :     dd  to  speak  to  David  concern!.         'one.    ia  is  also  re- 

cor  '    '      ?onicles  17:11-143  '    that 

to  be 
'  [..passed  on  to  Jesus  and  th '      -  part  of  what  the  angel  was  tell- 

ripture  thia        .  Kwxwgk.   Verse  32-53  of  Luke  1.       on 
rho  succeeded  David  or     ;hrone  and  •      was  a  dire  ■     eendant 
of      on,  and  so  we  see  that  the  throne  was  paa  .      the  seed 

of   -  •  "  :      te    i  -fetarsr::      "         id  thro  i 
ant  of  -mother  son  ,      Li   not  bee 

The  crowning  of         ssed  out  of  existence  when  the  Jews  were  in  captivity. 
?e  has  only  been  one  crowni/  which  has  taken  place  in  Jerusalem 

sinco  ■  i  bac   from  captivity  and  that  waa         '  itfc 

the  crown  of  thorns.   But  the  promise  of  :  will  sit  on  t     rone 

ome  day  in  the  future  and  thia  will  be      id  coming. 
what  does  all  of  this  rea] "  all,  for  those     ".boose  to  be- 

"  we  as  m  '  le  of  it  means  nothin  ;. 

the-      hecies  and  chose  to  i       '   -. 

and  it  was  nc   1  "  ;rent  than  at  a      ler  time.   1  

,  and  th  -    is  no  change.    he  .eir  friends  and  loved  ones 

;       till  ss    "     and  Lisease;  they  still      jople 
L;  chi        .  ■  still  "■''■■■;    .~  '    '  » 

re  were  stil]  -  em  in  '  ■  •    '  le  seem- 

t  -  -.  'efore,  ft  mtti   a 

few  isolated  prophecies  concerning  ac      ;  that  might  never  cc 
thai  the  >f  the  people  of  Israel.       about  us?   JDhe  world  still 

hasn't  chsn      »o  much,   There  ,  sickness,  dis     and  death. 

■     till  seem  to  prosper  an  icl  better,  in  fact, 

tw  ""         'se. 

.   ^it.  ve   all  of  the  physical  problems  of 

Lrive   0-'  ,  ,   and  d: 


to  solve  all  of  the  problems  of  the  world?  jf&xxxxxx  These  were  nev. 

ih  were  proni"         :  time.  (es  were  the      -s  to  be  born 

into  a  certain  family  anc    :.  Lng  to  intervene  into  the  1  fe 

of  mankind. 

!;en  to  what  Isaiah  says  abo      ,  (read  Isaiah  9:6,7).    ow  in  this  prophecy 

we  read,  the  word,  "Wonderful,"   In  Hebrew  that  wor   i       !"  and.  it  is  only  used 

to  indentify  or  refer  to  Deity,  or  God.   Thus  when  it  is  used  :  ng 

i  to  be  born,  it  doesn't  say  that  lie   will  do  ,  "  '    ;ith  all  of  the  ills  and 

'ferings  in  the  world.   The  real  significance  of  this  c.      is  that  God  is  to 

be        ten  and  this  wa  .  difference  in  their  lives.   Let  me  Ilius- 

with  an  incident  which  t      ace  in  a  prison  on  Christmas  Eve  some 

years  a 

(illustration  of  little  girl  v         ;her,  and  paving  gift  of  lock  of  hair  of 
her  dead  brother  to  him.   The  ,    accepted  Christ) 

;  is  what  Advent  Is  all  about.   Je     ■   e  into  the  world  j  *  a 

elves 
human  to  let  us  loo1:  at  ourselves    ■  ally  are.   -o  llok  s    rseiv 

to  s<  of  God's  plan  ".         ar  lives.         rod1     istable  for 

each  of  us,  "Ir     Jullness         .me,"  a    :       that  it  was  planned  for 

you  and  me.   3o  my  friends  in  this  season  of      ,  and  hustle  and  bustle,  let 

us  look  at       id  did  for  you  and  me.  And  let  us  take  adv     e  of  t 

He  offers  to  us  thrc      Fist.  You  and  I  can  and  should  know  Him, 

God  ants  to  present  t         each  ion. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Second  Sunday  in  Advent  December  4,  1977 

The  Rev,  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris  -  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Kelly  Shakely  and  Tim  Fry  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude   "0  Come,  0  Come  Emmanuel"      Purvis 
•Processional  Hymn  Ho.  93  "Arise,  the  kingdom  is  at  hand" 
"Ascription 
•Call  to  Worship 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (Uniaon)  "Almighty  and  Eternal  God,  who 
didst  create  light  and  life,  even  as  we  come  to  you 
we  must  hide  ourselves  from  thee  in  shame*  Our  thoughts, 
words,  and  deeds  are  dark  shadows  upon  us*  Like  the 
men  of  old,  we  have  strayed  from  thy  ways,  losing  Bight 
of  thy  light.   Thou  who  came  as  light  into  our  dark 
world,  we  have  failed  in  times  past  to  perceive  thee. 
We  ask  therefore,  that  we  may  come  to  your  light  in  true 
faith  and  repentence,  through  Jesus  the  Light.  Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•PaBtor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:  And  our  couth  ahall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology    No,  551 
Scripture:   Matthew  2:  1-12 
Lighting  of  Advent  Wreath 

Hymn  No.  91   "Watchman,  tell  us  of  the  night" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor?  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory    "Come  Thou  Long  Expected  Jesus"  Manz 
Anthem:  "Seek  Ye  the  Lord"  Roberts   Karen  Maloney 

and  the  Chancel  Choir 
Sermon:         THE  FULLNESS  OF  TIME: 

THE  PLACE" 
Grayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

) 


Hymn  No.  108   "0  Little  town  of  Bethlehem" 

Postlude:   "Praise  to  the  Lord,  the  Almighty:   Manz 

Benediction 

Coral  Response        "Rejoice,  rejoice" 

—  -  —  —  —  *Congregation  Standing  ------- 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mrs.  Amelia  Leighton  in  memory  of  her  "Parents" 
Mr.  &   Mrs.  A.  G.  Raabe. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are;  #Allen  Botacchi.  John 
Redman,  Dan  Bosko,  Robert  Knauer  and  Charles  Penar. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  Richard  Mangel  will  greet  the  Congrega- 
tion at  the  door  this  morning. 
Immediately  after  Church  today  -  Chancel  Choir  Rehearsal 
(30  Minutes)  in  the  Undercroft. 


Wed.  -  6 

7 

Thurs.  7 

Fri.  -  6 

Family. 


30  -  Chancel  Choir  -  Youth  Choir  Rehearsal- 
30  -  Council  Meeting 
00  -  Bible  STudy 

00  -  ABC  Tureen  Dinner  at  the  Church  - 
Mike  Nazaruk's  and  Al  Tait's  in  charge. 


'Jbt 


Saturday  -  Dec.  10  -  Roy  Pflugh  will  be  80  years  of 

age.  Happy  Birthday  and  many  more. 
►  Hospitalized:   Roy  Andrews,  New  Kensingtonj-/v!^,  p  &?}*?£. 

Jim  Stewart  -  Presbyterian  Hospital,  Pitts.  Pa.-^'-'tW.*'' 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Pauline  Pencil,  wv^flfc^ 

Ann  Falkner  and  Jodie  Marte.  Wj/-. 

•Let  Bea  know  in  the  office  today  if  you  wish  to  have 

a  Poineetta  for  the  Altar  for  Christmas.  The  price 

is  $4.50  and  the  order  will  be  called  in  tomorrow. 
Next  Sunday  -  Dec.  11  -  Church  Family  Christmas 

Program  -  7:00  P.M.  (Sponsored  by  Board  of  Christian 

Education) 
Communion  will  be  Dec.  IS  (Pews)  and  on  Christmas  Eve 

at  11:00  P.M.  -  Candle  Light  Service 
We  have  new  vinal  jackets  for  the  hymnals.   If  you 

should  come  across  one  that  has  a  sharp  edge  on  it 

either  lay  it  on  the  seat  or  bring  it  to  the  office 

for  repairs. 
Our  Youth  are  on  retreat  this  weekend  with  Paul 

Harbison  -  Youth  Director,  at  Camp  Living  Waters. 

They  will  be  back  this  evening. 
Monday  -  6:00  -  Women's  Mary  Prugh  Circle  Meeting  and 

Tureen  Dinner. 
'ffiAf£A    tf££7j#i-    7*f/4*/         7,3s* 
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2  start=Ask  q     -..     Lef  plan  redemp  how  wud  do  it? 
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cud    mderst      everl .     fish, "birds.   '  tals? 
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■erfore=Cum  from  Common  peop  1  they  understand, ace 
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Lcah=liv  thru  2  sei      r,1   Lr  sul  Jeru  escap 
he  predict 
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faithful  pr:  ;'.  -   handc 

All  this  elaborate  plan  2  bring  4th  mere  man, or  was 
revel  of  G  ace;        le ,place=Bither  Xp  or  man 
Is  choic  U  i  I  mak,&  [  ia  re  secul  worl  no 

nothing  bout  it=Illus  2men  1  sine  windo,Put  Xp  Xmas) 
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"so  much  commercialism,!         *r   0]  '.:  -  as  noon 
2  replac  ,  no  fit, or  no  li 

(Illus  2  lawyers  try  pruv  Xp  resurr  false 
on       as  roid) 
Clear    ic  reveal  G  plan  2  sis 
se       Faith  will  reveal  it 
:  I  cu  2  'illness  o    '  e  4-  our   ivs 

1  plac  Js  want        rl     at  our  l 
can  only  B  put  in2  Xmas  by  let     born  our  harts 
Then  He  B  ador  as  our 

recogniz  s   .      ■  mkincense  of  our  worshi]  , 
"    "   "   "     M  .aviour  by  Myrrh  of  our  remera  that 
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(illus  Madonna  '■.  cross  on  foot  of  Baby  Je 
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tthew  2:1-12 
.;   atthew  '-':.  ,6, 

:en 

b  theme  '    a  line  from  laul's  letter  to  the  Salatians,  thee 

4th  chapter,   "  ■  Tth  verse.   In  this  portion  of  Scripture  Paul  is  telling  these 
peopi  e  in  the  Church  in  Galatia  t1       had  a     ;ab"  forked  out  ael 

'  '        the  redemption  of     i  id,  I  would  like  to       Lis 
for  v.  re  may  see  and  understand  this  a  little  better,  (read   a]  ,. 

can  know  for  c  od  has  a  d  -hie  for  all  that 

does  an       do  in  the  future.  bou         ily  thi 

is  prophecy  would  he     '  led.     '  to  look  at  tl  , 

ln<=         :      lac  >.*' 
I  never  cease  to  t     ■:      the  defi  '  "     out  so 

car.':'  wants 

of  each  of   .   ut  alo"  Ian  I  am  also  amazed  at  His  ti  in 

!.  .  receiv 

Denominations  publication  '.  ,   id  even  tl  ;h  over  90, &   of  it,  '. 

nevertheless  read  it  to  see  what  is  be'  one  in      lurch.   On  the 

■tide       fcHxfcKBbdbEKXfe y  !    lister  entitled  :i       ." 
ssfes  Me  started  by  veral  question  .   The  very  first  one  asked,  ib&y  " 

Jesus  born  in  Bethlehem?"   His  ai        "   '    ."   "  e  reason  why  I  say  I  am 
amazed  :  '  n  our  d         e  is  Sue  to  the  Pact  that  I  hav 

wre   '      i  th  this  Advent  series  since  early  summer  and  while  on  vacation  ] 
firmed  up  the  definite  schedule.   One  thine  1  have  wrestle       is  the  prophecie: 
cor-:         i   ".-.illness  '      »"  and  how  it  is  either  accepted  or  re,'     i  by 
people  of  all  walks  of  life.  sure  this  magazine  and  the  article  I 

qUc'  '  :        nerely  a  coincidence  and  had  no  direct  bearing  on  what  I  needed 
for      .   ut  to  me  it  is  a  revelata        od  to  me,  ./     further  proof  of 

t  I  had  been  thinking.  I  stated  Is        <]        dth  all  of  the  evidence  of 
the      tnality,  the  Tribe ,     Family,  ;  other  details  concern! 

the  birth  of  Jesus,  before      -  r  came  into  the  world  as  a  babyj  with  all  of 


-°- 
nce  to  substan  .     '.  ill  did  not  and  co>. 

i  ;  believe  in  U    .     nically,  I  round  in  my  searchings  that  His  birthplace 

of  John  the  7th  chi    •  and  the 
1  verse.  -|ys,  (r 3    t  ■..-.■xxXEizsa&x   these  vss  404-2'  . 

lifetime.       Lidn't  bother  to  investigate  that 
"  ihei  i.   Ill  the; 
$s±±±  the  little  town  oC  [azareth  in  the      ice  of  Salilee.  The   article  I 
;ives  evidence       his  type  of  ta:  ith  us  after 

2000  years.   All  of  this  one  to  the  realization  tl 

prove  Scriptur  Icripture,  and  ;o  all  of  the  ands ,  Lfs, 

and  buts  that  will  arise  i  '.  '  ly. 

need  to  as     :•  jives  th       Lon,  inite  plan  for  the  red 

ption  of  bout  it?"  ;rictly 

the       v  Lnt  we  need  to  loo  at  it:  fr  Lnt. 

rod  v;ould  do,  wou]  .  -   ■  ibout  in  a  manner 

which  could  -  lsi 

robably  not,  becauseman  cannot  ta' 
them.   'he  solutio       would  t  :    could  :' 

under    ".  <o   the  an      i  .Id  lie  in  e        i        sent  from  God. 

■  tribe. 

re- 
jec  lople,  beer.  ispect 

L.  -   le.    it  if  tl      tcial  one  of 

kings  or  the  j       body,  but  yet  be  a  c  ,  aon  pen 

could        ly  3    i  ■  "■■  would  is 

wo:  "        ace  and  the  o:  at  a  specific  place. 

-■   -  j  -  -,e  to  deal   '  of  Jesu  :'  ■'  3  as  well  as 

doubter  .  >n  in  Jolm   :  -i  (read  John  7  J 

ittuj  ,  ■■  .  ec-v  "is   foi     '    ■'  ?l2.    (  ■  bis). 

ptacei .'.    '  ot  "She  fexrth  >re_ 

-ed. 


:  :ah  who  probabl.  .  by  the 

cians.       Dunted  one  in  722  and      er  in  701  the,;  lem 

but  the  city  e   ,   "  b  a  miracle.   io   in  •  by 

;■:"  -  ■■  .  id  to  predict  that  amn.  •  'or 

tliverer  and        i  be  bor:         ahem.   In 
we  translate  as  "little"  is  'Small"  i  brew,  and  id  translated 

. 
Tie  si  nificance  of  tetti  to  layed  an  important  role  in 

tor  .  tried  there.  H        "  ity  of  David," 

bee  La  home.   His  '"■        -  r   'mother    tl   ;leaned  in  tksr  a  field  about 

ile  from  Bethlehem,  and    join:  Id    another  field  called  tl le   "field 

or  ;        ■-■."  ,"  be<     J      her         Lit:     lis  us  the  angels  announ- 
irtl  of  Jesus  to  t'  .  hat 

lall  town  all  of  t'       ;ory  took  place.  ore  1  - 

that  al!  Id       Id  do  came  to  ;     L  ,     ■  \ill- 

i   .    "  '   '  Ls  morni-  -e- 

iterati  had  gsus  be  ago,  ai         tkray 

thai;      had  been  completed  th  of  Jesus  :'.     hlehem. 

But  it  to  the  scene  did  not,  and 

not  accept  b  "r      .   e  need  to  :  ful  pro 

would  not  Lval,  yet  they  were  willing  to  c<       to 

hand  on  tu  ""'  -"      event  actually  cs 

to  pass.  i  all  of      that  here  was  an  elaborate  plan  to 

for  r  here  was  rod's  revelation  accordj       i  se. 

hrist,  or  mere' , 
;e  that  is  !  us.  '  the 

wor]   thinks  of  Him.  'ld 

ti i  no  id-  'eal] 

L  ,  '  Lnto 

your   Christmas."       ?he    one   f.  sir,    "  "  ■  "'■     ;;  :    '         of  that? 

// 
■  lurch  is  trying  to  iraxgK  in   on 


_■'■._ 
I  think  we  car;  that  :■  Dd  job  of  let- 

ecualr  '   '   " 

(Illustration  of  little  girl  an d  " 

i  this  :'.         17  of  us     lid  do  not  ob- 

bir  ;hday.  broiled  in  the  round  of 

:,  driri  rry,  bv  -olsbrations. 

■  ■-  -■       Lggest  seen,  or  He  is 

special  to  each  of  us  and  we  si    .  ,        l  it  1  celebrate,   -he 

".  if  we  join  into  all  thab  i  ith  no  reservation: 

we  a:     ■   '  ;  "1".  0  "  hiis  amounts  to  the  big  myth  perpetrated  each 

year.  ?i  "  ,  "he 

store  to  open  on  S  noon, 

the  .  like. 

(II?  lawyers  conve:  3  hh  tryin  us 

sver  ro  ,  never  converted  c  \  '    ;•  . 

■   3   ;"    ill     "   bo  us  that  all  of  came    pass. 

real]      ■    '    ith. 
XteKTSxraxaniiy     1  "      '•     ,  "   :;o~e  to      ullness     !i  ie" 

for  our  lives.     ?e  is  only  one  "Place"  that  Jesus  wants  in  this  world,  and  ^k 
that  Is  in  our  hearts.   Christ  can  only  be  put  lim  bs 

born  into  our  hearts  by  faith.   "hen  He  will  be  steBSC  1  as 

ri  our  gifts  <.  '  to  our  King;  ;he;  ■    i  1  rec 

as  t  r  '  cense  of  ;  :  "     will   '  viour 

by  tl    Trb  of  remembrance  that         'or  us. 

ion  of  nadonna  holding  Jesus  and  3  foot) 

It  is  not  enough  to  "to  ta]  herds  - 

the  ul  visit  '  •  de  for  tlie 

Le.  We  can  only  Co  H  °f  "':  ■'      v,e 

c  Lp  Him,  and  to  give  ou         1  all  that  we  are 

to  Him,  even  '    0  each  of  u  . 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Third  Sunday  in  Advent  December  11,    1977 

The  Rev.   Ralph  c.    Link,   Pastor 
Mrs.   Kay  Morris  -  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Kelly  Shakely  and  Tim  Fry  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude   "What  a  Friend"  Thompson 

Doris  Angeloni  and  Rol  Thompson,  Flutes  and  Sax 
"Processional  Hymn  No.  100  "0  haw  shall  I  receive  Thee" 
"Ascription 

♦Call  to  Worship  "0  Cosie,  0  Come  Emmanuel"  Hymn  88 
•Exhortation 

♦Confession  (Unison)  "Our  Father,  we  are  aware  that  at 
this  time  of  the  year  our  lives  seem  at  times  to  be  so 
void  of  meaning.   We  know  the  joy  that  should  be  ours, 
but  it  is  difficult  to  separate  ourselves  from  our  sins 
which  so  easily  beset  us.  Take  from  us  the  thoughts  of 
anger  and  hatred  we  may  feel,  and  replace  them  with 
love  and  concern  for  all  of  mankind.  Let  your  peace  flow 
into  our  hearts  and  lives,  and  let  us  have  that  Light, 
even  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Praise 

♦Pastor:  "0  Lora  open  our  lipa 

♦People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
♦Doxology   No.  551 
Scripture:     John  1:  1-14 
Lighting  of  Advent  Wreath 
Hymn  No.  118   "The  first  Nowell" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor;   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory    "Shepherds  Came"  Walcha 

Installation  of  Elders  and  Deacons 

Anthem:   "The  Christmas  Song"   Adolphe  Adam   Chancel  Choir 
'  m\on:       "The  Fullness  of  Time: 
The  Time" 

) 


Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Hymn  No.  107   "It  came  upon  the  midnight  clear" 

Benedifction 

Coral  Response    "Rejoice,  rejoice"     Pg.  88 

Postlude:       "Watchansn,  Tell  us" 

•Congregation  Standing  

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Howard  Bolam  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  »Wally  Feder,  John  Snow, 
Mont  MacKinney,  Herb  Shearer  and  Steve  Vargo. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  William  Thompson  will  greet  the 
Congregation  today  inside  the  Church. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:  Tom  and  Judy 
Massart  and  Mary  DelJen. 
The  attendance  la3t  Sunday  was  19B 
,P*  Hospitalized:   Earl  Wc-gan  -  Room  24?  Armstrong  County 
Hospital,  Kittanning.   Jim  Stewart  -  Presbyterian 
Hospital,  Pitts. 
New  Elders  installed  today  are:  Harry  Fry  and  Charles 
Penar,   New  DeaconB  are:   Roy  Andrews,  Art  Carney, 
Don  Kingsley  and  Rodney  Rensel. 
The  new  Flower  Chart  thru  June  will  be  passed  today. 
We  need  especially  those  filled  in  the  first 
of  the  year  (like  Jan.  and  Feb.)  please. 
^.  Tonight  -  7:00  -  Church  Family  Christmas  Program 
■     (Sponsored  by  Board  of  Christian  Education) 
I  heard  Santa  Claus  Is i  going  to  be  here, 
Ladies  if  you  were  asked  to  bake  cookies  please  don't 
forget  them. 
^5»The  Nativity  Scene  StatuBs  were  painted  by  Sara  Steppl, 
who  also  designed  and  built  the  backdrop. 
Wed.  -  6:00  -  Golden  Circle  Tureen  Christmas  Dinner 
Meat  and  Dessert  will  be  furnished,  firing  your 
Husband  or  a  friend. 
^Wed.  -  6:30  -  Youth  Choir  —  C/IAflcrt     Ctf'ff     7.'«s 
^P Next  Sunday  -  Holy  Comrnu-  ion  (Pew)  Cf*/«^-,^r  AFfT^,     C*!^Ht\ 
Looking  for  an  unusual  Christmas  gift?  How  about  a  bus    -S 
tip  to  Washington,  D.C.  for  the  annual  "March  for  Life"? 
This  year  the  National  observance  will  be  on  Monday, 
January  S3  with  the  bus  leaving  about  6  A.M.  and 

returning  about  Midnight.   For  more  information for 

your  self  or  for  gifts...  please  contact  Gretchen 
Cararie  at  398-2529  or  Dorothy  DeSantis  at  283-1395. 
j    Cost  Is  $15.00.  _.  ) 
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In  many  ar  '     ""        -■.-.., 

e  I  see  it  is  in  pro"      al  football.   If  you 
or  "  i        .  mean. 

will  run  i  Id  while  another  a 

cert-,  in  pod  11  to  him.  ill 

Lble  cathhe  .  :  ^ret  behind  it  is  practice 

'-  perfec  ti  ling. 

,  bub  it 
>d, 
but  it  is  done  because  bri        ,  "In  the  Fullness        .  '■ 

■3,  God  can  and  dc  us.       is  what     ild 

to  share  this  morning  and      '  ,  '       ]  :  The     ,Hand 

arl  of  thd  rdii       »d '  Ian . 

In  our  Scripture  for  thi  f  'escribi 

orld.         a  verse  we  are  told  that  'The 
fa,  and  dwelt       ■'■  ."'  reasons  for  John  stat- 

t  for  '"  ,  or 

the  body  was  evil  and  had  n  -.nee  ot  1. 

pointin  body,  -as 

special        "  ie. 

on  to  relate  "  Iwelli  ,    re  us  the  op- 

portunity to  "Befeold       >ry,"  and  that  Glory  was  the  same  Glory  the  Father 
God  had.   Therefore,  this"Word,  was  none  other  than  God  xwm  Ixvi  ad  walking 

araonr"  men."    The  Glory  John  is  sp«      of  is  gkadbcteks 

-  special.   It  was  the  "         'and  this  word  meant  tils  " 
which  dwells."   It  was  a  fc&  for  the  visible  presence  of 

We  find  this  in  th      ?estamen  ve  them  the  ms 

Glory  c     ".   hen  they  were       the  Ten         mts,  the  '  "   --Id  the  ilory 

of  '}■  id.  A]  bernac;  L  they  behe]       ]  ■-;  xi- 
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nd  3  nite  predict:      >n- 

co  e.   Ehe  first  one  i  j   lint 

and  it  is  found  in         $2    :10.     L    rd   :eptei 

i't  srastn  necessarily  mean  a  ff,  but  more  a  "  -ib)  "      '."   !ven 

rere  in  captivity  :  ;~     >st  their  "Tribal   taffS 

And  •:  .  Ln  control,  5ws 

•ing 
in  ;l     ir  when  Jesus  a  Lcly  in  the  Temple  at 

12,  1  '    lah  becr       rt  of 

rria. 

3  i  rl    ro- 
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anot  ti  3:1  •      (r  this). 
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iah  fill  stan     .  pie  has  been  destroyed 

kIk  has  not  been  rebuilt. 
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id  thus  fulfilled  all   '  the       tecies. 

though  these  |      ;ies  are  Leant      'edioting  the  tine  of 

of  JeKUS,  the  most  important  and  hecy  ±k::xhe  is  to  be  found 

fchv 
the  hoo>  of  Daniel  the  9th  chapter,  the,*?5rh  and  the  26th  verses.    sre 

/>    i 
predic   "   hat  Jesu -  "  specific  date  in  Daniel's  ti 

This  ■■-  :  ex  3iah  500  years  he 

came.  is i  beginning  w:         24.  I 

be  asM  teven."         a  seven  of  year1;-      ot  of  days.   e  read  in 

vs  24  that  "seventy  wee:  .  -d  means,  fixed, 

or  set,  and  this  is         ■■  ■'-.   The  would  be  inter- 

preted as,  Seventy  ti  jars.         Tears  times  seven  years 

hat  tot-  Lt. 

In  v  ""        read  of  ,        Be  -core  i 

interpret  this  te  then.   It  tells  us  of  seven 

>s),  to  the  rebuilding  an'"  >rs  to  Jerusale  . 

it  tells  us  of  "threescore  s  •  "  :  ""   '-  3S  7,    or      sars. 

w  434  plus  49  equals  4  "-      -  ■  - 
if  we  cch  14,  4 

-'  jion  to  re"   id  Jerusale  -'te 

of  )  and  t'  i  =  to  Jerusale 

accla:        ;he  one  who  c  ,  or 

I  it.   And  in  verse  26  we  re  Eilled, 

1  -  cut     and  He  was  by  crue: 
here  tV  aderful  timetable  of  God  de- 

tail. But  we  said  -'-'  sre  was  to  be        'didn't   -  to 

the  other  7?  host  everyone  who  s       '■  '■    '■  ''  dieves  that  when 

Je        crucified,  resurrec 

^_       l  of  these  prophec:  inee  all  of 

illed,  the  c  topped  at  t 

Lned  period  ace- 
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ST,  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHUHCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butl er ,  Pennsyl vania 
Fourth  Sunday  in  Advent  December  18 r  1977 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris  -  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Robin  Knauer,  and  Lori  Zavacky  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  A.M.  -  HOLY 

COMMUNION 
Prelude        "Noel"  Daquin 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  104  "Angels,  from  the  realms'* 
*AsCription  -  Choral  Amen 
*Call  to  Worship   "0  come,  0  Come,  Emmanuel1'  a   QD 

*Exhortation  (Page  32) 
♦Confession  (Page  32) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon 

Scripture:  Luke  2:  1-20 

Lighting  of  Advent  Wreath 

Announcements 

Offering 

Offertory     "Good  Christian  Men  Rejoice" 

Anthem      "A  Noel  Medley"   Hartley  -  Chancel  Choir 

Sermon:        "The  Fullness  of  Time: 
The  Event" 

Communion  Hymn   117  "0  thou  joyful" 

Dedication  of  Communion  Tray  Covers 
*The  Call  to  Communion  (Page  33) 
*Euchari3tic  Prayer  -  Institution  -  Agnus  Dei 

Holy  Communion 
^Prayer  of  Thanksgiving 
*Doxology 

*Hymn  of  Dedication  109  "Away  in  the  Manger" 
*8enediction  and  Response  -  "Rejoice,  Rejoice" 
•Postlude      "Let  All  Mortal  Flesh" 

*CangregatiQti  Standing 

The  Lovely  Flowers,  on  the  Altar  today  have  been 
placed  by  Art  Snyder  in  memory  of  his  Father. 

The  Elders  and  Deacons  will  serve  Communion  today  and 
will  also  serve  as  Ushers. 

Deacon  and  Mrg.  Bruce  McBride  will  greet  the  Congregation 
this  morning. 
,  r   attendance  last  Sunday  was  191 
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Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Jane  Andrews, 

Barb  Andrews  and  Ellen  Master. 
^Hospitalized:  Earl  ilogan  -  Room  247  Armstrong  County 
Hospital.  Kittanning,   John  Czzovitz  and  Jeanne  Snyder 
in  BCMH.  VtlutSf>  yVVUV  r\ 

Wed.  -  6:30  -  Youth  Choir  practice  ""T* 

Wed.  -  7:00  -  Chancel  Choir 

Saturday-  Dec.  24  -  11:00  P.K,  Candle-light  Service 

and  Hoi*  Communion. 
The  Poinsetta's  will  be  on  the  Chancel  ChristmaB  Eve 

and  for  Christmas  Day.  If  you  would  like  to  have  yours 

Christmas  eve  after  the  service  you  may  take  it  with 

you. 
_^ There  will  be  Church  school  and  Confirmation  Class 

on  Christmas  Day. 
The  Flower  Chart  will  passed  thru  the  Congregation  this 

morning.   We  need  the  first  few  months  filled  completely. 
Please  fill  out  a  Communion  card  so  that  our  Church's 

records  are  accurate.   If  Visitors  will  put  either  the 
name  and  address  of  their  church  or  their  Pastor's  name 

and  address  on  the  back  of  the  communion  card,  it  will 

bo  forwarded. 
Our  Sympathy  is  extended  to  line  Pflugh  in  the  passing 

of  her  Father  -  Mr.  John  S.  Marshall;   Mrs.  Alta  Kradel 

in  the  passing  of  her  Mother  -  Mrs.  Florence  Hoons 

and  Mr.  Paul  Harbison's  grandmother  -  Mrs.  Johnson. 
^^The  Pastor  and  his  Family  would  like  to  thank  the 

Congregation  for  their  cards  and  well  wishes  for  the 

season. 
On  Christmas  Eve.  there  will  be  a  Service  of  special 
Christmas  music,  Holy  Communion  and  Candlelight 
Service. 

So  Very  Poor 
My  Master  was  so  very  poor,   A  manger  was  His  cradling 

place; 
So  very  rich  my  Master  was,  Kings  came  from  far  to  gain 

His  grace. 
My  Master  was  so  very  poor   And  with  the  poor  He  broke 

the  bread; 
So  very  rich  my  Master  was   That  multitudes  by  Htm 
were  fed. 
My  Master  was  so  very  poor   They  nailed  Him  neked  to 

a   cross;   So  very  rich  my  Master  was   He  gave  His 

all  and  knew  no  loss.    — Harry  Lee,  1874-19'" * 
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ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Christmas  Day  December  25,  1977 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist 
Mrs.  Cyndie  Sybert  -  Youth  Choir  Director 
Robin  Knauer,  Lori  Zavacky  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude  "Christmas  Carol  Medley"  -  Doris  Angeloni, 

Roland  Thompson,  Flute  and  Sax. 
♦Call  to  Worship  -  Youth  Choir  -  "Jesus,  Jesus" 
♦Processional  Hymn  Ho.  112  "0  come,  all  ye  faithful" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Confession  -  (Unison)  "0  Lord,  it  is  with  humility 
and  meekness  that  we  bow  before  you  this  day.   We  are 
made  aware  of  our  inability  to  live  in  complete  love 
together.  We  know  that  our  actions  are  often  contrary 
to  your  will,  and  that  we  sin  in  word*  and  thought 
and  deed,   Help  us  to  not  only  know  our  sin,  but  to 
turn  from  it.   Let  us  live  in  that  Light  you  gave  to 
us,  and  use  His  life  as  the  measure  for  ours.   In  His 
name  we  pray*  Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology 
Scripture:     Luke  Z:    1-20 
Lighting  of  ChriBtmas  Wreath 
Hymn  No.  105  "Angels  we  have  heard  on  high" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response  -  "Corporate  Prayer"  Youth  Choir 
Offering 

Offertory  "Mary's  Song",  Quartette  Karen  Kennedy, 
Nancy, Lloyd  and  Dale  Link 
Anthem:    "Merrily  Come  A  Caroling"      Gordon  Young 
Se-  -on:  "AT  LAST" 

Pr,_£r  and  Lord's  Prayer 


•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.    120  "Joy  to  the  world!" 

•Benediction 

♦Threefold  Amen 

•Postlude     "In  Dulci  Jubilo"  j.s.  Bach 

•Congregation  Standing 

The  Lovely  Poinsetta's  on  the  Cancel  and  Altar  may  be 

picked  up  after  the  Service.  Those  that  are  left  will 

be  given  to  Shut-ins. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   ♦Richard  Mangel,  Don 

Kingsley,  Art  Carney,  Gary  Penar  and  John  Ereher, 
Elder  and  Mrs,  Howard  Bolam  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:  Virginia  Mangel, 

Brad  and  Judy  Vinroe. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  264 
^r   Hospitalized:   Earl  Wogan  -  Armstrong  County  Hospital, 

Kittanning.   Wiimer  Pfabe  -  BCMH.  ~//*> ,^f 
Alta  Kradel  would  like  to  thank  all  the  people  from 

the  Congregation  for  their  prayers  and  cards  that  were 

sent  to  her  Mother  -  Mrs.  Hoon,  and  during  her 
bereavement. 
All  monies  for  197?  should  be  in  the  hands  of  Secretary 

Bea  TAit  no  later  than  Dee.  31,  1977  to  get  credit 

for  this  year. 
Your  statements  will  be  sent  out  on  Hew  Years  DAy  and 

please  read  them  carefully  and  let  Bea  know  of  any 

mistakes  so  it  can  be  corrected  now. 
All  Treasurer's  get  your  reports  in  as  soon  as  possible. 

This  includes  reports  for  the  Year  Book. 

Christmas  Trees 
I  saw  along  each  noisy  city  street 
The  Trees  for  Christmas,  standing  dark  and  still. 
The  pines  and  firs  come  down  from  field  and  hill, 
Old  trees  and  young  that  had  known  sun  and  sleet. 

Oh  lovely  way  to  celebrate  your  birth 
Whose  birth  star  glistened  through  Judea's  trees, 
Whom  Joseph  taught  the  skillful  use  of  these,. 
Who  on  a  tree  once  overcame  the  earth. 

-  ■  -  Violet  Alleyn  Storey  

jsfL  <-~  lit  I/.  S  j 


COMMUNITY  BIBLE  CHURCH  -  SAGAMORE,  PA.  -  DECEMBER  25 ,  I994 

PRELUDE 

GREETINGS/JOYS/ ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRAYER  REQUESTS 

~~?V  YEAR'S  EVE  8:30  -  FUN  FELLOWSHIP, 
dMNg  IN  NEW  YEAR  -_REEEICATE  MARR_I AGES , ETC_ 

~  fit  /,'  c  £      ££  Av>  /  ^  -  /z  &<ff>    J7f*-  -   /  +*  4  y^T/pt. 
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•HYMN 

PRAYER/OFFERING 
*DOX0L0GY 

PASTORAL^  PRAYER  fl  }^frt>        vT/rH.e/1- 

HYMN   7  /  Y       ^-"  r  o   /      / 

SCRIPTURE:   LUKE  2:1-20 

SERMON:  "AT  LAST"  -  ST.  PAUL'S,  BUTLER  12/25/77 
*H¥MN     -^=*^    -9  ;■, 
♦BENEDICTION       J  ' 

POSTLUDE 


* 
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SCRIP:    LUKE   2:1-20;    SERMON:    "AT   LAST" 
SUMONE  WROT^PATISNCE  IS   A  V! 
(ILUS   HAN  TEACH  WIFE   DRIVE  FOH   13YRS) 

THAT  WCD  REQWR  PATIENC  J 

EXAMPLS^CHILDRN  AWAIT  XMAS/PABENTS   AWAIT  AS  WELL 
EI*"     %  OF  MARY   AWAIT   BIRTH  OF  BABY 

J    BETH   W/JOS  WEARY  TIRED,  W/MISGIV   OF  B  THER 
PROB  JOYFUL  BOUT   BIRTH  2TAK   PLAC.BUT  NO  HAPY   WEN  HAD  ?b    STAB 
BUT   SHE  PROB  BREATH  SIGH  RELIEF  &   SAY   ■   "AT  LAST,    AT  LAST" 
SO  WE  READ=VSS  6   -  7A 
BBTDUZNT  GIV  ITS  TPU  PICTUF  OF  WAT  TRP7,  9HOS  OF  WAIT  ENTAIL 
SHE  PROB  ENEER   MANY  HARDSHIPS  ARRIVD 

DEVOUT  JEWS  AWAIT  MESIAH  KTJS  HAV   SS>"AT  LAST,    AT  LAST"  HE  HAS 
LDXE  7:l6dTHlS  TEL  OSJS  WAS  MESIAH  PROMTS  -  CtW  ?  GOD'S  PEOPLE 

NEWS   HIS  BIRTH  BETH   SPREE  -  HE  WAS    A  KINO 
QOSIPS=STRANO  A  K  BORN  IN  STA?>L  -  DUZNT  JIVE  W/WAT  SUFCS  ?B 
THEY   APEAS   POOS, BUT  HAYB  BETTP   OFF  THAN  US    -   ETC 
BO  NO  CARE, JUS  WORRY   W'J"  SELVS   &   THIS   YR   UTORS  THAN   LAST 
HOST  NEWS  TOL  OF   ZELOTS   KITE  ROMANS, PEO  GET  ROBBE.KILLD.ETC. 

now  this  nfws,r  many  .many  see  "at  last." 
how  do  times  then  cp/with  our  evebay  news7t? 

murders, car  bombs, skyjack. hi -jcaks, kidnaps,  blackmail, extort, etc 
times  3lfak.eafk  6  not  much  hope 

Muck  lik  times  of  henry  wadswofth  lcwqfsllok  during  civil  war 
cilcfs  "i  herd  th/balls  on  xmas  day"  -  to  end  1st  part) 
but  cam  2plac  whef  cud  pen  next  lines-  read  the? 

as  we  lk  rne  us  we  too  can  say  =at  last,  at  last  4ther  is  ged 

news  it  this  tk«t  g  has  visited  his  peo  in  tel  ft  betel  of  it 
but  in  that  story  ther  element  met  tol  enuf  oh  stres  fnuf 
this  element  is  contrary    2n0rhal  reactin  w/in  human  hart  2 
ovrcum  hurt  cs  suffring.ch  th/inhumanity  of  man  2men 

world  canot  unebstand  this  element 
c   's  dr.  mak  eyelids  for  littl  boy) 

nli    why  wce  a  prof  man  dsvot  self  2task  tek  precids  time,  &  <» 
whanu  wud  nevr  get  paid??? 

bcez  of  lev 

lev  'tfelc  hemn  being  who  heeded  it  desfratly 
cant  we  c  this  is  exactly  wat  g  was  doing  <*humani1t??? 
cuss  billy  gh9ham  oucte) 
this  is  peal  meaning  of  this  bipth  fcp  us 

"at  last"  ther  ie  a  solutin  for  ltf 
"that  god  commended  his  love  2ware  us  in  that  whil  we  wer  yet 

sinnss,  xp  died  for  us" 
this  ie  essenc  of  xmas 

this  baby  came  in  humbl  bginings, lived  a  normal  life, minster ed 

among  manktne.was  executed  .died  anp  arose 
all  of  this  so  wf  could  hav  a  new  relationship  with  gcd 

"at  last"  it  is  christmas 
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Ralph  C.  Link 
153  Keck  Road 
Sarver,  Pa.   16055 
(412)  352-1103 


Born:    April  9,  1929,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Married:    December  15,  1951 
Wife:    Shirley  Margaret  Neill 

Born:  December  8,  1930,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Children:   Ralph  Dale  Link,  born  May  11,  1955,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Lloyd  Alan  Link,  born  May  28,  1958,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 
Nancy  Lynn  Link,  born  March  15,  1961,  Butler,  Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated  from  Perry  High  School,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
June  19  4  7 

Lay  Ministry  School,  Penn  West  Conference  of  United 
Church  of  Christ,  September  1965  to  May  1969 

Commissioned  Lay  Minister  June  1969 

Lancaster  Theological  Seminary,  Lancaster,  Pa., 
September  1970 

Graduated  from  Lancaster  Theological  Seminary  May  197' 

Ordained  to  Christian  Ministry  March  10,  1974 


PASTORATES: 


As  Lay  Minister:   short  term,  1  month  or  less  in 
various  churches  1965  to  1967 

Emlenton  Lamartine  Charge  of  United  Church  of  Christ 
1967  to  1969 

Short  term  in  various  churches  1970   until  Seminary 
entrance  July  1970 

July  1970  to  December  1973  Student  Pastor  at  Trinity 
Charge,  New  Bloomfield,  Duncannon,  Pa.,  Penn  Central 
Conference,  United  Church  of  Christ 

December  1973  to  present,  St.  Paul's  United  Church  of 
Christ,  Butler,  Pa.,  Penn  West  Conference,  United 
Church  of  Christ 


PERSONAL  TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph  C.  Link 


I  am  the  youngest  of  five  children.   I  was  born  just  prior  to 
the  onset  of  the  Depression.   Our  family  was  very  poor.   My  father 
was  an  alcoholic  and  my  mother  was  a  very  religious  person  who  was 
searching  for  the  Lord.   During  my  childhood  she  did  her  best  to 
teach  me  the  things  of  the  Lord.   Later  in  life  she  came  to  a 
personal  relationship  with  Him. 

I  grew  up  in  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church  where 
salvation  by  grace  alone  was  not  preached  nor  taught.   I  knew  all 
about  Jesus,  what  He  did,  how  He  lived,  His  miracles,  His  death 
and  resurrection,  but  I  didn't  know  Him  personally. 

My  life  had  many  ups  and  downs  and  all  the  while  I  was 
attending  church  and  striving  with  my  good  works  to  please  God. 
At  a  very  low  point  in  my  life  when  we  were  deeply  in  debt  and  my 
wife  and  three  children  were  all  ill,  I  came  to  the  crossroads.   I 
watched  a  Billy  Graham  Crusade  on  television  from  some  distant 
city  and  the  message  he  preached  seemed  to  be  directed  right  at 
me.   I  wrestled  with  making  that  commitment  to  Christ,  but  didn't. 
The  next  afternoon  and  evening  at  work  on  the  4  to  12  shift  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  I  needed  to  make  that  commitment  to  Christ. 
It  seemed  like  there  was  no  other  choice  if  life  was  to  have  any 
meaning.   That  night  when  I  came  home  from  work  at  1:00  A.M.,  I 
laid  face  down  on  the  living  room  floor  and  told  God  that  I 
couldn't  live  my  life  in  my  own  strength  and  I  accepted  the  gift 
of  salvation  from  my  Savior  Jesus  Christ.   My  life  has  never  been 
the  same. 

Through  several  meaningful  circumstances  I  was  called  by  God 
to  serve  Him  in  the  Christian  Ministry  and  to  help  spread  that 
wonderful  message  of  salvation  through  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ.   What  a  wonderful  and  rewarding  time  it  has  been  and  I 
give  Him  all  the  praise  for  my  salvation  and  the  opportunity  to 
serve  Him. 


STATEMENT  OF  FAITH 

OF 

Ralph  C.  Link 


I  believe  the  Bible,  both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  to  be 
the  inspired  inerrant  Word  of  God.   I  believe  the  Bible  is  the 
complete  revelation  of  His  will  for  the  salvation  of  men  and  it 
is  the  final  authority  for  the  Christian  faith  and  life. 


I  believe  in  one  God,  who  is  eternally  existent  in  three 
persons:   Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit. 

I  believe  in  the  Diety  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  that  He  is 
true  God  and  true  man.   I  believe  that  He  was  born  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  that  He  lived  in  sinless  life,  that  He  performed 
the  miracles  recorded  in  Scripture,  that  He  died  on  the  cross 
as  a  sacrifice  for  our  sins,  that  He  bodily  arose  from  the 
dead,  that  He  ascended  on  high  where  He  is  at  the  right  had  of 
Almighty  God  as  our  intercessor. 


I  believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit  and  that  He  comes  and  indwells 
each  believer  at  the  time  of  conversion.   I  believe  that  He 
lives  in  each  believer  to  lead,  to  instruct,  and  to  convict  so 
that  a  believe  may  live  a  more  godly  life. 

I  believe  that  through  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
through  His  resurrection,  this  is  the  only  ground  for 
justification  and  salvation  for  all  who  receive  Him  A  Lord  and 
Savior  and  to  such  as  receive  Him,  they  are  born  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  become  children  of  God. 


I  believe  water  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  are 
ordinances  of  the  Church  but  are  not  means  of  salvation 


I  believe  in  the  personal  and  premillennial  and  imminent 
coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


I  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  for  the  believer 
to  resurrection  of  life  and  joy  with  the  Lord,  for  the 
unbeliever  to  resurrection  of  judgement  and  everlasting 
punishment . 


